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CG Essentials 
⁃ FRIENDSHIP 

o Principle: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
(John 13:35) 

o Practice: We make time to really know one another. (note: Make sure you have 
enough time for people to enjoy conversation. Food always helps people feel 
comfortable!) 

⁃ BIBLE 
o Principle: “Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with al wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.” (Colossians 3:16) 

o Practice: We discuss the Bible together. (note: The weekly Community Questions that 
accompany the sermon are a great place to start. Feel free to propose other book or 
curriculum studies to elders.) 

⁃ PRAYER:  
o Principle: “Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 

healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16) 
o Practice: We take time to pray for one another. (note: prayer doesn’t happen if you 

don’t make time. Leaders have often found it effective to break into girls/guys groups 
for this time.) 

 
CG Leadership Requirements 

⁃ Christian for 1+ years 
⁃ Commit to 9 months of leading CG at least twice a month 
⁃ Completely affirm The Refuge Church Statement of Faith 
 

TIMELINE to Launch a Community Group 
1. Complete “I’d like to lead a Community Group” questionnaire  
2. Speak with elder by phone about the questionnaire 
3. Leadership Zoom Call – September 26th 
4. Invite people to your CG! 
5. Introduce Groups at Sunday Gathering – October 2 

 
“I‘d like to lead a Community Group” questionnaire: 
Leader Questions 

⁃ How long have you been a Christian? ___ 
⁃ How long have you been a part of The Refuge Church? ___ 
⁃ Do you completely affirm the Refuge Statement of Faith? Yes / No 

Group Questions 
⁃ Where will the group meet? 
⁃ When will the group meet? 
⁃ What will the group do? 
⁃ How will the group speak about Jesus (sermon, study, book, etc)? 
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Refuge Statement of Faith 
BIBLE: We believe the Bible is our final authority for faith and conduct. (II Timothy 3:16-17; II 
Peter 1:20-21; Psalms 19:7-11; Psalm 119)  

GOD: We believe there is one sovereign God who eternally exists as three co-equal persons: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. (Deuteronomy 6:4; Daniel 4:34-35; Matthew 3:16-17; John 1:1; 
Genesis 1: 1- 2) 

PEOPLE: We believe God created all people—male and female—to care for the world 
(stewardship), to care for one another (friendship), and to have a relationship with himself. 
God created humanity uniquely male and female to complement and submit to one 
another, equal and wonderfully different, each life being a sacred gift from God. Within 
God’s created order marriage was designed as a covenant between one man and one 
woman to show God’s jealous love for us. (Genesis 1-2; Isaiah 43:6-7; Psalm 139; Ephesians 
5:21-33; Exodus 34:14; 2 Corinthians 11:2) 

WORLD: We believe the world was created to honor and glorify God. Instead of glorifying 
God, humanity and the entire world has become totally broken by sin and separated from 
God, unable to please God or restore relationship with him.  (Romans 3:10-12, 3:23, 5:12, 6:23; 
Revelation 4:11; Genesis 3; Jeremiah 2:11-13)  

SALVATION: We believe a restored relationship with God is possible only by grace through 
Jesus Christ, who became a man without ceasing to be God so that by dying in our place 
on the cross and rising from the dead, we might be forgiven and reconciled to God. 
(Ephesians 2:8-9; II Corinthians 5:21; Romans 6:23; Mark 10:45)  

SANCTIFICATION: We believe the Holy Spirit draws us into relationship with God, convicting us 
of sin and convincing us of the good news of Jesus Christ.  We must respond.  To be saved 
we must confess our brokenness and trust ourselves to Jesus, who died that we might live.  It 
is the renewal of a true relationship between God and humanity.  This relationship is 
demonstrated by a Spirit-filled life. (Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 10:6-10; Luke 5:32; Acts 16:31; 
John 6:44; 16:7-11; Ephesians 5:18; Romans 8:1-16) 

CHURCH: We believe the Church is the visible reality of Christ in the world, existing through 
the power and gifting of the Holy Spirit to glorify God and make him known.  The Church is 
both physical and spiritual, and should seek the healing of the world for both tangible needs 
and spiritual bondage.  The Church is the light of a new kingdom that is chasing out the 
darkness of Satan’s reign. (Ephesians 2:19-22; I Corinthians 10:31; 12-14; Romans 11:33-36; Acts 
2:38-47; Matthew 28:18-20; Ephesians 6:10-18; II Timothy 2:3-4; Colossians 2:13-15)  

ETERNITY: We believe in the future bodily resurrection of all people.  Those who come into 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ will experience eternity with God in a new heaven 
and new earth; however, those who reject the relationship that God has made available 
through Jesus Christ will experience eternal separation from God along with Satan and his 
angels. (Matthew 25:31-46; I Corinthians 15:50-57; Revelation 19:11-22:19)  


