
 

After much prayer and consideration, we sense the Lord calling us as a congregation to regather for worship 

on… 

Pentecost Sunday, May 31 at 8:30am 

This will be a very special and unique Sunday as we will be planning to gather OUTSIDE that morning in the 

yard between the wings of our building. You will be asked to bring lawn chairs and distance yourselves by families. It 

will also allow us to use the back parking lot for cars to be used by those who need more separation. 

Our streaming of services will continue but the stream that morning will include pre-recorded elements so that everyone 

will receive the message and service. And if there is inclement weather, we will move the service inside. 

On Sunday June 7, we will move back into the Worship Center for worship. We will be observing the 

recommended minimum health protocols for in-person services at Places of Worship and so seating will be different, 

and our capacity will be impacted. In the next 2 weeks we will be outlining by article and video how the seating will 

function. That Sunday there will be NO Nursery or Jr. Church. All food service (coffee, snacks) will be on hold and not 

served until after the Discipleship Sabbatical (July 12).  There will be several other steps we will be taking to assist as 

we walk through the steps together which we will also outline in the coming weeks. 

On Sunday, June 14, we will be offering for the first time in regathering Nursery and Jr. Church to our worship 

service. 

As we walk through the recommendations for regathering and the distancing for social gatherings, we will not have 

discipleship hour for adults or children or youth until after our natural rhythm of the Discipleship Sabbatical around July 

4. (And yes, we hear the irony of that statement in that we have been on a “discipleship sabbatical” for 8 weeks already. 

But we are also working to keep our congregational rhythms as much as possible.) 

In the meantime, Adult Discipleship Classes are encouraged to gather in homes or at alternate times at the 

church. We understand that in some cases, gathering at the church may be a more easily cleaned environment. During 

the distancing time-frame, we will use 3 classrooms for classes to gather – Room #110, Room #304, and the Loft. This 

will allow distancing and will help to target cleaning. Please call the church office to schedule a room and time so that 

we may follow social distancing protocols, as well as cleaning and sanitizing those rooms between uses. 

Zero Gravity Youth will begin to regather with outside activities on Wednesday May 20. And begin the 

engagement of their summer schedule in June. Be watching their communication threads for more information. 

If everything develops according to the dates outlined in the Governor’s “Back on Track Indiana” plan, we anticipate a 

return to our normal rhythms on July 12. 

That said, we must remain “nimble” and flexible and anticipate changes. The Back on Track Indiana roadmap is subject 

to change based on CDC guidance and other new information. We must be ready for date changes & regressions, as 

well as the potential that stages may come back in the fall. 

Please feel free to talk with any of the Pastors or Advisory Board members about this plan. And stay tuned as we will 

have many more details and descriptions as each of these dates gets closer. 

-    Pastor Tom 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 

Safety Sunday  
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Announcements: 

• FCDC needs for May- crackers, boxed potatoes, condiments, jams/jellies, & canned pasta (like 

Chef Boyardee).  They will remain open no matter what. Food can be dropped off at the church or 

directly to FCDC. 

• Keep checking our website: www.firstbrethrenchurch.com, we will be posting the sermon video 

there for people who do not have Facebook. 

• Don’t Forget! We encourage you to give online.  Here are a few ways to do that: 

o NFBC App 

o www.firstbrethrenchurch.com 

o text “nfbc” to 77977 and follow instructions 

• Drop your envelope off at the church office or mail it in! 

• Tuesday & Thursday morning our 7:14 prayer (at 7:14am) will be on Facebook Live from the Prayer 

Room during this “stay at Home”/Coronavirus season. You are invited to join us for prayer & share 

prayer requests. You can also let the office know if you have specific prayer requests. 

•  There is no Kid's Quest until further notice, keep checking the Kid’s Quest Facebook page for 

updates and different fun things 

•  Youth - Howie will not have youth gather but will be doing multiple online connections thru the Marco 

Polo app.  

• Christian Ed is looking for a 4th/5th grade teacher for June-July. If you are interested, please let Jessie 

Shields or the church office know. 

• We have information  on making masks. If you would like more information, please email Niel Diener 

at nieldiener@nmc.church with your name, address, phone number & let him know you are willing to 

make masks. He will add you to the email list and they will deliver kits for you to sew. 

• Pastor Tom talked last week in his sermon, there is a survey  we would like everyone to take. We 

want to know what you have learned & what you need  in order to equip for the future…AND focus on all 

elements of UP, IN, and OUT.  Survey is on the last page of the announcements. 

• Nappanee Area Prayer Breakfast has been postponed till fall 

• Graduate Recognition will be Sunday, June 14th 

• Due to all unknowns we will keep you updated when/if events cancel, postpone, or resume. 

• Please let us know as soon as possible if you are willing and able to serve as greeter or usher 

during this season. If you are willing to still serve as greeter you can let Gail Bigler know by calling  

574-773-4620 and leaving a message letting her know you are willing to serve. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sermon Notes: 

SAFETY SUNDAY 
 

1) Nappanee First Brethren Church App.  
2) Health Safety 

- COVID-19  
- AED and First Aid  

3) Fire Safety  
- Alarm  

- Fire extinguishers and locations  
- Nursery cribs  
- A. One crib for small children and infants 
- B. One crib for bigger children  
- Rope for Jr. Church and Pre-school class 

- Ladder in the LOFT  
4) Tornado Safety  
5) Intruder Safety (A.L.I.C.E. Training) 

         -     ALERT 
         -     LOCKDOWN 
         -     INFORM 
         -     COUNTER 
         -     EVACUATE 
    
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Requests-  

Let us remember all those who are working in the healthcare field. They are working and treating many who 
are sick and panicked and stressed. This has been a very difficult season for flu and bronchitis, let alone the 
COVID-19 issues. Lift them up for patience, wisdom, insight, as well as for their health and protection from 
infection. 
 
Let us remember those who are most at risk and pray for their protection and healing. And be praying how you 
can be the hands and feet of Christ to and for them in these days. What do they need, what do they need 
picked up and brought to them, etc. 
 
Prayers for the pastors as they process on the re-gathering logistics. 
 
Pray also for Tom & Julie as they prepare the grant again for the sabbatical next year. 
 
 
from Jeannie Dudley: I've been having sciatica nerve pain for weeks. I would love to see it go away. 
 
 
from Jason Locke: Please continue to pray for the men and women in the county jail. As of right now it looks 
like well into June before volunteers will be allowed back in. Pray for the staff of the ministry as they try to meet 
the needs of the inmates. Pray for the staff of the jail as they try and meet the programming needs of those 
incarcerated. Captain Rogers and Lt. Klosinski in particular. Pray for Sheriff Siegel as he makes the decisions 
that will keep everyone safe. 
  



 

 

 

 



Here are the survey questions. We would appreciate your response, you can fill this 

out and mail in or you can submit your answers by emailing, officenfbc@gmail.com. 

 


