
Letters to the Church– Testimony 
Nappanee First Brethren Church - 17 March 2019 

                      Pastor Tom Schiefer   

 
As we conclude our all-church study of Francis Chan’s 
“Letters to the Church”, we’ll take some time to share 
what God has been saying to us—individually, in our clas-
ses as the Bride. And beginning to process about what we 
are going to do about it. It is a journey, a pilgrimage. We 
have been on it & this is the next step in that journey. 
 
What has God been saying to you? 
 
What questions are you wrestling with? 
 
Was there a chapter that particularly impacted you? 
• The Departure 
• Sacred 
• The Order 
• The Gang 
• Servants 
• Good Shepherds 
• Crucified 
• Unleashed 
• Church Again 
 
What’s your next step? 
 

How have you seen this discussion impact your class? 
 

How are you planning to not go back to the “same old, 
same old”? 
 
What are you leaving behind? 
 
What are you going to do about it? 

 
Next Sunday: The Best News Possible 
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Prayer List March 9-15, 2019The following is a listing of current prayer 

concerns and praises listed on the prayer page of our website. This page is regularly 
updated and is password protected. You may access it using the password: lifeline.  

 
Please pray for Lorraine Schwartz &  family as her grandfather,  John Schwartz 
passed away last Saturday. The funeral was Wednesday. 
 
Please pray for continued healing for Jackie Hostetter’s mother who suffered from 
a ruptured colon this  past week. Great praises as there were huge blessings and 
healing through the surgery that surprised the surgeon. She is continuing to heal 
and there is still concerns but great praises so far. Please continue to pray. 
Update - Continue to pray!! -  during the night on Sunday 3.10.19, Jackie's mom 
spiked a fever and was in horrible pain. It was discovered that her colon had 
perforated again. And so, she had another surgery. The surgeon was happy with 
how everything went. She'll be in the hospital another 5 to 7 days at least. She'll 
have to go in in 4 to 6 months and do a third surgery.  
 
Patti Sommers was taken to Memorial hospital on last Sunday due to symptoms 
she was having. She was kept overnight while doctors ran tests on Sunday 
afternoon and Monday morning. All tests came back good. She will be following up 
with her regular doctor later this week. Patti and Kevin are praising the Lord she 
was able to come home and that all the tests were good, but are praying for some 
answers to the symptoms she has been experiencing.  
 
Please be in prayer for Bob Bedward's niece Shaylee. As many are aware, this 25 
year old lady has been going through extensive cancer treatment already. This 
week the family had all gathered at the cancer hospital in Texas for a new trial 
treatment that they had been preparing for for several weeks. During preparations 
for this extensive procedure, doctors discovered a new metastatic calcified tumor 
on her colon. This has complicated the treatment plan as how extensive and how 
invasive this tumor is is unknown and potentially dangerous with the treatment. 
Doctors did a scope this week to see if they can determine the extent of this new 
tumor, then they will evaluate and determine the risks of continuing with the 
planned treatment. The family is facing many tough decisions on how to proceed.  

 
Congratulations to Carl & Jolene Borkholder (and Rihanna, Trentyn 
and Aridelle) on the arrival of Kyler Rad Borkholder on the morning of 
March 14. Kyler weighed in at "a hair over 7 pounds".   
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________ 

Please feel free to use our prayer room (in the North West corner of the  
Worship Center) after worship services and during the week. Contact one  

of the Pastors for the lock code, if you wish to use the room after office hours. 
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new to NFBC? 
 

• Welcome… you’re among friends. 
We won’t do anything to embarrass you or make you “stand 
out.” Get connected text “welcome” to 574-330-0009 

• Don’t feel obligated to participate in the offering. 
The offering is for regular attendees who consider NFBC 
their church home.  

• Need help or have questions? 
Visit the Information Center in the lobby; be sure to pick up 
your free gift when you are there. 

• Take advantage of our nursery. 
We provide a nursery for infants through age 2. It is  
located on the west side of the Activity Center. 

• Jr Church (3yrs-K) will be dismissed during service to 

Room 211, off the east side of the Activity Center.  

what we are about: 
• Our great desire at NFBC is to be like Jesus!   
       As we look at His life we see three great loves… 
 

• Jesus loved the Father (UP) 
       We express this through devotion & worship 
 

• Jesus loved those he invested His life  
       into (IN) 
       We share in this through teams, groups & classes 
 

• Jesus loved the world and those far from 
God (OUT) 

        We live this out through a variety of ways to give  

 
today’s service: 
Letters to the Church– Testimony Sunday 

Pastor Tom Schiefer  
 

ways to give: 

Announcements 

The Pastoral relations committee will be presenting information in the service 
today in preparation and anticipation of a Sabbatical for Pastor Tom in May and 
June of 2020, as well as the opportunity to apply for a Lilly Grant to fund the 
sabbatical. If you have questions or insight you would like to share, please feel free 
to contact PR chair Rod Stump Jr., the Pastors, the PR committee (Rob Bedward, 
Brigette Stump, and Jeanie Dudley), or anyone on the Advisory board. 
 
Saturday, March 23rd we will be having a  Dan’s Fish Fry, all you can eat fish and 
chicken. We have presale tickets available to sell or purchase at the information 
center or you can get tickets from Carla Mullet. 
 
Start your Spring cleaning! The WMS Garage Sale is coming up March 30th. If you 
have anything you would like to donate, please bring to the church anytime. 
 
Joel Helmuth is leading another group to Dayton, OH on April 6th. If you are 
interested in being a part of this team, please let Joel Helmuth know. 
 
April 20-21, Revive Texas is looking for men to help with an outreach to the 
inmates at Abilene Middleton Prison. If you are interested, please talk to Pastor 
Tom or Joel for more information. 
 
Our new updated app is available in google play or app store. Lots of new features 
with the new platform (sermon notes, push notifications—which will be a useful 
tool in communication). If you have the old app, please delete and download the 
new one. 
 
It’s summer camp registration time! Registration booklets are available at the 
resource board. Please fill out registration and have payment to Matt Tobias by 
Sunday, March 28th.  
 
Dawn Lehman will be leading an 8-week book study starting Monday, April 15th at 
6:30pm, on Lysa TerKeurst book: It’s Not Supposed to be that way. Please let Dawn 
know if you are interested and books can be purchased on Amazon.  

 
Easter flower order envelopes are available at the information center,  please fill 
out envelope with money. These are due back by Sunday, March 31st.  
 
As of 3/7/19, General Budget Giving YTD is $50,973.44, which is $8,678.96 (14.6%) 
under budget needs. Our Capital Campaign balance is $5,469.38 and our Mission 
Partner giving YTD is $4,232.00. 

• FCDC items for the month of March: White & Brown Minute Rice, and 
long grain rice and plastic grocery bags. A box is in the Lobby. 

• REMEMBER you can give online text “nfbc” to 77977 or go to our  
         website and click give online. 

Children’s Ministries 
 

Sunday Morning 
 

KID’S QUEST Nursery through 5th Grade 
10:00-11:00am  |  Rooms surrounding Activity Center 
Adults or non Kid’s Quest sibling must drop off and pick up students 
through 3rd Grade. 
 

JR. CHURCH Age 3 through Kindergarten 

8:30 am service  |  meets in room 211  
(dismissed during service) 
 

Kid’s Quest FX Age 2 to 5 grade  

Wednesday, March 27th from 6:15-7:15pm 

 
 

 
Student Ministries 
 

Sunday Morning 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR 6th-12th Grade 
10:00am-11:00am  |  meets in The Loft  
Wednesday, March 20th 7-8pm   
Sincerely GOD: An Invitation 
 
 
 

Adult Ministries 
 

Sunday Morning 
 

DISCIPLESHIP HOUR  
10:00-11:00am  |  meets in various rooms (see Info Center) 
 

Adult Discipleship Opportunities 
In addition to our adult discipleship classes, we have various small 
groups meeting throughout the week; refer to the Adult Discipleship 
Sheet located at the Resource Board  for details. 



about NFBC: 
 

Our Mission: 
 

To be lovers of God 
While becoming transformed in Christ Jesus 
Thru the power of the Holy Spirit 
In order to reach out to our world 

 
 Our Vision: 
 

We fulfill our mission by nurturing and exercising the three 
great love relationships we observe in the life of Jesus— 
 
The UP (Father) - IN (Other Believers)  - OUT (World) 

 
Our Staff: 
Senior Pastor: Tom Schiefer 
TomNFBC@gmail.com  |  574.773.5965 [h]  574.354.0266 [c] 
 

Pastor of Student Ministries: John (Howie) Howenstine 
HowieNFBC@gmail.com  |  574.536.6594 [c] 
 

Office: Heidi Helmuth 
OfficeNFBC@gmail.com  |  574.773.4252 
 

Web Address 
www.firstbrethrenchurch.com 
NFBC WIFI password for (WC) and/or (EDUC): NFBC2014 
 

Service Times: 

8:30 am  Worship 
9:45 am   Fellowship 
10:00 am  Adult & Children Discipleship Hour 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Nappanee First Brethren Church 
1600 N. Main St. 

Nappanee, IN 46550 

serving next Sunday: 

missional moment: 

Nursery: (8:30) Dave Schmucker, Vonda Bedward 
                (10:00) Jared & Lynette Yoder 
 

Jr. Church: (8:30) Loren & Cheyenne Miller 
 
Ushers:(8:30) Dan Hertsel, Luke Hochstetler, Maynard Hochstetler, Marlin 
Miller 
 

Greeters: (8:15)  Diane Martindale, Eldon & Kathy Mikel 
 
Info Center: Jeanie Dudley 
 
Finance: Rob Bedward (counter) Rob Bedward 
 
Sound Tech: Doug Berger 
 
Media Tech: Doug Berger 
 

Prayer Intercessor:  Jack Tobias 

NOTE: If you are not able to fulfill your serving responsibility, please be sure 
to find yourself a replacement. 

*The Serving Today List is at the Information Center 

Letters to the Church-Testimony Sunday 

March 17, 2019 

 

FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS 
MISSION TRIP 

April 2020 
If anyone is interested, 

information is available on 
the resource board or see 

Pastor Tom for more 
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