
 

 Fervent Prayer, Session 4: Persistent Praying 
 

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not 

lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God 

nor respected man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him 

and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ For a while he refused, but 

afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet 

because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not 

beat me down by her continual coming.’” And the Lord said, “Hear what the 

unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him 

day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them 

speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”   

-Luke 18:1–8 (ESV) 

The practice of fervent prayer rests on the reality of God’s desire to give good things 

to his children. And yet, it is not unusual for God’s children to wait for a long time 

for God to answer their prayers or to get discouraged and stop asking altogether. 

Andrew Murray writes, “O what a deep heavenly mystery this is of persevering 

prayer. The God who has promised, who longs, whose fixed purpose is to give the 

blessing, holds it back.”1 The reasons for God’s holding back of blessings are indeed 

mysterious. But, then again, we are children who cannot fully comprehend our 

Father’s purposes. All we need to do is trust him. 

The Bible does not claim that if we just learned to pray right and prayed with 

enough vigor God would answer our prayers immediately. Perseverance in prayer 

is well-illustrated in Scripture. Elijah sent his servant to look for the approaching 

rain cloud seven times (1 Kings 18:43). Paul prayed for his thorn to be taken away 

three times (2 Corinthians 12:8). Jacob refused to let go of his divine opponent until 

he received a blessing (Genesis 32:26). Even insults and humiliation did not deter 

the Canaanite woman from asking for her daughter’s healing (Matthew 15:21-28). 

The Lord Jesus himself had three separate times of prayer during the night in 

Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-44). Biblically, perseverance, audacity, importunity, 

and repetition are familiar companions of fervent prayer. In fact, Jesus assumes the 
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necessity of persistent praying and the possibility of discouragement when he gives 

us the Parable of the Persistent Widow.  

As we examine Jesus’ teachings on prayer, we find that persistence is closely 

related to faith. Of course, faith, as we know, is foundational for the whole life of a 

Christian. And it is another qualifier, along with abiding in Jesus and praying in his 

name, of answered prayer (Mark 11:22–24). To pray in faith is to persevere, to hold 

on, to press on, to keep on asking until God answers. That is the lesson of the 

persistent widow. George Müller says, “It is not enough to begin to pray, nor to 

pray aright; nor is it enough to continue for a time to pray; but we must patiently, 

believing, continue in prayer until we obtain an answer.”2 So, what does 

persistence in prayer reveal about our faith in God? To answer this question is to 

understand the importance of persistence and to avoid discouragement. 

First, persistence reveals our desperate dependence on God. Just like the widow in 

the parable had no other way to get justice but to get it from the judge, we too 

have no other source of help but God. To persevere is to believe that no one else 

can do what we are asking God to do. Of course, such thinking is completely normal 

in the biblical God-centered and God-dependent worldview. The closer our 

relationship is with God, the more we will feel dependent on him, the more we will 

see our life as God sees it.  

Second, persistence reveals our proper perspective. Müller says that faith is “not 

looking at the little in hand, but at the fullness of God.”3 If we focus on God, we will 

not stop praying. While the immediate reason for our praying is the lack of 

something, the ultimate reason for our praying is the abundance of God. Why 

would we not continue in prayer considering that our Father has promised to 

supply all our needs from his unimaginable wealth? And if our faith falters and 

questions arise about God’s commitment to us, we only need to remind ourselves 

that Jesus is the irrefutable proof of God’s love. For all the promises of God find 

their Yes in him (2 Corinthians 1:20). And, He who did not spare his own Son but 

gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 

(Romans 8:32). 
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Third, persistence reveals our exact expectations. Those who come to God in prayer 

must believe that God rewards those who seek him (Hebrews 11:6). A person with 

faith cannot but expect that God will respond to her prayer. To give up and not 

expect God to answer is anti-faith. Richard Sibbes writes, “It is atheism to pray and 

not to wait in hope. A sincere Christian will pray, wait, strengthen his heart with 

the promises, and never leave praying and looking up till God gives him a gracious 

answer.”4 However, many Christians pray without any real expectation that God 

would answer them. They describe their condition in prayer but they do not have 

faith that God can and will change it. They pray as if it really does not matter 

whether God answers or not. Or, even worse, they pray expecting God to remain 

inactive and silent. Wesley Duewel puts it bluntly, “As long as it makes little 

difference to us whether our prayer is answered or not, we will not prevail.”5  

Faith naturally results in persistent fervent prayer. By faith, we recognize our 

dependence on God. By faith, we look at our circumstances from God’s perspective. 

And we expect that God rewards us as we seek him by faith. These three outcomes 

of faith will go a long way to keep us praying even when God’s answer is delayed.  

The final question to consider is, when should we stop praying for a particular 

need? Of course, there is the obvious. We should stop praying when God has 

answered our request. In the parable, the widow does not keep pestering the judge 

after he has ruled in her favor. Elijah does not keep praying for rain after it starts 

raining. In both of these cases the answers are unmistakable. However, it is not 

uncommon for God to answer our prayers in the way we did not anticipate. But if 

we are attentive and interpret the circumstances of our lives with the dictionary of 

faith, we often marvel at how much better God’s answers are. Joseph Hall says, “I 

am sure I shall receive either what I ask or what I should ask.”6 If we pay attention, 

we might be surprised to discover God’s hand working faithfully all around us and 

in very specific ways responding to our greatest needs. We might find that stones 

are really loaves of bread, snakes are really fish, and scorpions are really eggs. P.T. 
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Forsyth writes, “We shall come to a heaven where we shall gratefully know that 

God’s great refusals were sometimes the true answers to our truest prayers.”7  

There is another legitimate reason to stop praying, and that is when God says to 

stop. And sometimes God does say no. Consider Paul’s experience: Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. Paul prayed in faith, 

persistently, for God to remove his thorn. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” God told him to stop asking for 

the thorn to be removed and instead promised to sustain him in his weakness. 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me (2 Corinthians 12:8–9). Therefore is important here. Paul 

stopped praying for healing and began boasting in his weakness, all based on God’s 

word to him. Persistent fervent prayer considers God’s answers delayed until they 

are denied. 

ACTION POINTS 
 

• Develop a system of recognizing and reflecting on God’s answers. Consider using 

a personal prayer journal or prayer cards. Are there prayers you keep praying 

when God has already answered them? 

• Recommit to pray for something you have quit praying for unless you hear from 

God that you should stop. 

• Read a biography of a Christian who has committed to live by faith like George 

Müller. A brief record of God’s answers to persistent prayer can be found in Paul 

Miller’s book.8 
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