
Colossians
4:2

Scripture calls us to be
unceasing in our prayer.
Each week, this prayer
list is meant to give not
only guidance, but unity
to our church's prayer life.
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Scripture also promises that our
prayers are heard by an attentive
and caring God, that God responds
to our prayers and answers them so
that they are powerful and effective.

 Continue
steadfastly in
PRAYER
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Prayer request update and prayer for our community

Each week, Pastor Mike is working through the church directory alphabetically,
taking four families to intentionally pray for. Join me in prayer for this week's
families (& yours & all others): Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of the
families You provide for us and all the blessings they bring. We pray that Your
will would be done in our homes and in our hearts. Every week in worship, we
confess our sins to You, help us by Your Spirit to humbly confess our sins to one
another. Every week in worship, we hear Your forgiveness declared know it is
freely and gladly given to us in Jesus even as we remain in sin You must forgive
again and again. By Your Spirit, grant us the grace to forgive one another just as
frequently. May the fruit of the Spirit like patience be known by our families thru us.

Last week, I shared that Reed and Nancy Schnabel had tested positive for COVID19. As
I was in contact with them throughout the week, Reed's symptoms were minor, but 
Nancy's were severe with multiple trips to the hospital. But  I talked to her yesterday
and she is feeling much better. We continue to pray for their health and also offer a
prayer this week for our school districts as they make such difficult decisions for an 
almost impossible situation. Almighty all-wise Lord, the coronavirus has impacted 
so many lives, we pray You would restore Nancy & Reed to full strength that they may
know a full recovery. Equip the leaders of our school districts, educators & parents with
wisdom & patience and a spirit of unity & partnership as they plan for the school year.
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A prayer for Tuesday morning from one of the books: Gracious and holy God, I thank
You for Your mercies which are new to me each morning, never less than they were the
day before. I am not worthy of Your many blessings and Your great love toward me.
Often I have offended You. I ask that You not hold the sins I've committed in the past or
the sins I will commit this day covering them all with the blood of Jesus shed for me for
the forgiveness of my sins. Help me by Your Holy Spirit to live more and more according
to Your will. Make my thoughts charitable, my words kind, and my deeds selfless. Let
Your light shine through me so that my light might shine before all people, glorifying
You and drawing others to Your kingdom. Keep me humble and willing in Your service. 
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First Corinthians Chapter 13 is often referred to as the love chapter. It describes
what love truly is and isn't as well as what true love does and doesn't do with 16
phrases; the first two may be familiar: love is patient & love is kind. Take time to
read 1 Corinthians 13 & to pray this prayer: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit You are the
essence of love and You have demonstrated that this is love: to lay down Your life
for another. We do not deserve Your love and yet You love us unconditionally and
abundantly. By the power of Your Spirit in us fill us with the same love for others
that we may treat everyone, those we consider our loved ones & strangers & even
our enemies, with a kindness that blesses them with an experience of Your love.
Empty us of everything that hinders our ability to love including false motives.

Some Saturdays are silent, 
every Sunday is an Easter

Talking about the impossible situation school leaders may feel they are in, one of Jesiah's
favorite songs, Rattle by Elevation worship, which though up-beat puts him to sleep 9 times
out of 10, opens with these words, "Saturday was silent, surely it was thru, but since when
has impossible ever stopped You?!" The Saturday referenced in the song is the day Jesus
spent in the grave. How heavy that silence must've been for the disciples of Jesus. But then
Sunday morning brought joy, hope, & life for the crucified one was alive. I'm not sure if your
Saturday is silent or not, but your Sunday contains all the joy, hope, & life of that first Easter.
In fact, we should view every Sunday as a mini Easter. So today, I encourage you to find the
silence to pray God would prepare you for worship tomorrow: Risen Lord, all week my faith
endures the assaults of the world & the devil, but I look forward to Sunday as a time You call
  me to gather with my church to hear Your Word & be strengthened as an ambassador of   
             Your Gospel. Whether we participate online or in person unite us in faith & love.

I've enjoyed preaching this series & hope it allows you to hear God's Word in a way 
you can apply it to important aspects of your lives. I wasn't sure about this question
when I planned the series, but believe this week will again bring hope & meaning 
for you. We pray: Dear God, You are Lord of life, existing from eternity to eternity. 
Fill us with wonder and awe-filled worship not only knowing You have always 
been, but knowing also that our loved ones who have died in faith right now still 
are. They still are themselves, they still are existing, they still are with You and in Your
presence held in Your grace and love until Christ returns & the dead are raised. Give 
us the full hope of the promised resurrection and even when we grieve their absence
may we rejoice that Your will is that we would be reunited with them for all eternity

National Love is Kind Day

?s 3rd Graders Ask: Dear God, my grandpa says You 
were around when He was a kid, how far back do You go

Looking to grow in your prayer life?
PMG has 2 prayer books he recommends

What is on the calendar?
Great question! And we're all now very experienced with what seems like always
changing answers. Our weekly worship services on the calendar & God's desire 
for you to be in worship spans all 12 months & all 4 seasons. Sundays at 10:30 at 
Crosspointe & Wednesdays at 6:30 at the Mapleton Community Center. You  
can join Sunday services wherever you are via Zoom using a link under the 
events tab on our church website. PMG will be tuning in via zoom this Sunday
from the lake. Our outdoor worship service is on the calendar for August 23. 
We will be doing a special recognition for Nate that Sunday so all are invited to
come & distance outside as we celebrate his service to our church. Nate will also
be doing a concert on youtube or facebook on a Wednesday in August. More
details will be coming about that date and in mid August we will be sharing a
plan for fall ministries like Sunday School and confirmation.

As has been announced, Nate Douglas will be stepping down as Worship Arts Coordinator at
the end of August. The position has been posted on a church staffing website and Pastor 
Mike has reached out to a couple potential candidates. We continue in gratitude for all the
years of service Nate (and his family) have given to our congregation and we pray that God
would be working already now to prepare the next individual who will fill the role & prepare 
us as a congregation to gladly welcome and support the individual. Lord God, You alone are
worthy of our worship & praise, we thank You for those You've equipped & gifted to lead our
church in singing. Guide us as we seek a new leader for our music ministry, help us trust in
You through the process and rejoice in new opportunities. Provide a smooth time of transition
so that our worship may be enhanced even more by all the new blessings You have planned. 
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If you have any prayer requests, specific to yourself or
more general prayers that you would like our church to be
praying for, please email, text, or call Pastor Mike to have
them included here and/or Sunday mornings in worship.
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Also of note and
needing prayer

On the calendar

Midweek worship in Mapleton

                                    Last week we heard God's Word in the book of James challenge those who invent plans   
                                     of their own without seeking God's will. Those who say they will live with these people in
                                       this town, doing this work, becoming so rich &successful, staying for this long without
                                       seeking & submitting to God's will. These words apply as much to us as a church as they
                                     apply to us as individuals. So rather than saying we know exactly what'll become of our
                                  midweek worship services in Mapleton, let's continue to pray God's will would be done for
                              our ministry & that community. Lord of the church, You're both the foundation & the head of
the body of Christ.  Keep our priority living in & proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus wherever and however You
would have us do that. May we be faithful in the opportunities You provide and faithful with the resources
You provide. May our greatest joy as a church come as new believers turn to You & receive new life in Christ


