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We all get it; the world doesn’t stop 
for Sunday.Sunday morning isn’t the 
blank spot on your calendar it was 
guaranteed to be 20 years ago. Now 
there’s a decision,do we go to church 
or do we ____. This month I used the 
blue hymnals available at the church 
with confirmation families to look at 
who misses out on what when you 
miss worship. (page 6, check it out!)              
YOU MISS OUT  

When the church gathers for worship 
we receive gifts from God that we 
cannot find anywhere else, not at the 
lake, on the golf course, in bed, or in 
your favorite chair with a hot cup of 
coffee.God’s Word gives what it says 
so in worship faith in His promises & 
obedience to His Word are strength-
ened. God gives His name in worship 
(like in baptism) telling us we are His 
and He is with us. His Word forgives 
giving certainty plus peace, joy, & 
freedom. His Word teaches truth and 
leads you to live in its good. In 
Communion, God even gives you 
Himself. When you miss worship you 
miss out on all those gifts from God.  

THE CHURCH MISSES OUT 

It is easy to fall into the lie that your 
faith only involves you and God, but 
that’s not the teaching of Scripture. 
From start to finish, the Bible tells a 
story about a community who shares 
faith & life with one another. When 
the church gathers for worship, we 
are joined together by God, given to 
each other as gifts for support and 
encouragement as we build up one 
another with the words we hear from 
God. So when you miss worship, the 
rest of the church misses out on the 
blessing of you, oh yeah, & you miss 
out on the blessing of all the others.         

EVERYONE YOU SEE SUN-SAT  

The work God does in worship is not 
limited to 1 hour inside the 4 walls of 
a church. The blessings you receive 
in worship move you out and bear 
fruit in all the relationships, roles, & 
responsibilities you have. When you 
miss worship, your family, friends, 
coworkers, classmates & neighbors 
miss out on the new creature God is 
raising you up to be during worship.   

Holy Communion: November 10 and 24 

Sunday, December 1, 10:30 service only 

Sunday, November 17 
Chili Cook-Off  |  5:30-6:30 pm 
Fall Prayer Vigil   |  6:30-7:15 

Friday, November 22  |  7:30-10:30 pm 
Youth Night for Grades 6-12 

Advent Wednesdays begin December 4 
Meal followed by activities for all ages 

Annual Voters’ Meeting 
Sunday, December 8 

 
 
 

Through August 4, 2019 
 
YTD average weekly: $2,455.77 
Weekly budgeted need: $3,705.00 
Includes staff person and building 

YTD Offerings:         $103,142.38 
Same period 2018: $113,864.66 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Who misses out when you miss worship 

Congregational Finances 
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THANKSGIVING PRAYER VIGIL 
AND CHILI COOK-OFF:  
Our annual Thanksgiving Prayer Vigil 
will be Sunday, November 17; 6:30-
7:15. This is one of two times each 
year our congregation gathers for an 
extended time of prayer and praise. 
We’ll pray for our church and our 
community. Prayer requests may 
also be submitted. Our annual chili 
cook-off will be before the vigil from 
5:30-6:30. There is a signup sheet at 
church to make chili or bring a side. 
A trophy will be given to the winner. 
Nate Douglas is the reigning champ.  

WEDNESDAYS IN ADVENT 
During the season of Advent we will 
again hold Wednesday night events 
to prepare our church & families for 
the celebration of Christmas. Each 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday evening will begin with a 
meal followed by a Christmas-related 
activity. Past meals have included 
tacos and the best gourmet grilled 
cheese sandwich bar in town. Events 
will include decorating the church for 
Christmas, making cookies with the 
Good Sam residents, and our annual 
Christmas party/ugly sweater contest 
We will meet December 4, 11, and 18. 

LIVE NATIVITY SCENE      
Pastor Mike is also trying to put the 
pieces together for our first ever live 
nativity scene. The event would be 
Sunday, December 15, at the Red 
River Valley Fairgrounds. It would 
feature live animals and it would give 
the opportunity to experience the 
Christmas story in an interactive and 
memorable way – not only for our 
church but also for the community. 
More details will be coming soon!      

 
 
How long have you been attending 
Crosspointe and what do you most 
appreciate or enjoy about our church? 

We’ve been attending Crosspointe for a little 
more than four years – returning to Fargo-
Moorhead after living in Champaign, IL for a 
few years. We appreciate the family friendly 
environment, excellent music, & relatable 
messages of Pastor Mike’s sermons.             
 
What is one Crosspointe moment/memory 
that is meaningful for your family? 

Our two youngest children were baptized at 
Crosspointe.     

We thank/praise God for… 
Providing for our needs every day, even 
when we get caught up in the busyness of life 
and forget to thank Him.

 
 
FARGO LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
DESSERT BANQUET 
The local Lutheran for Life group will 
hold its annual fall dessert banquet 
on Sunday, November 3, beginning 
at 3:00. The event is at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church (1258 N Broadway). 
The banquet includes a presentation 
on what God Really Has Said about 
life issues and delicious desserts. 

 

 
 
 
What does your family enjoy doing for fun? 

Jon and Heidi enjoy the occasional concert at 
the Bluestem Amphitheater. For everyday 
fun, Marin, Mia, and Bennet love going to 
parks, playing outside, or having a movie 
night at home.  

How can our church pray for your family? 

Pray that God would continue to guide us in 
our parenting journey, and continue to bless 
our family by providing positive spiritual 
influences in the lives of our children.      

What do you do at home to nurture faith? 

We pray together at family mealtimes and at 
bedtime and encourage the kids to add their 
own prayers.   

Crosspointe Quicks 
What you need to know in 160 characters    
words or less  

A church directory allows faces to be 
matched with names, but our goal is 
that you would know the people, not 
just their names (or even this info). 
 

Jon and Heidi Albers live in Moorhead 
with their 3 kids – Marin (5), Mia (3), & 
Bennett (1) – and 2 cats. Marin started 
kindergarten this year. Jon works at 
Sanford Health as a software engineer 
& Heidi also works for Sanford Health 
as a genetic counselor. Jon and Heidi 
are both NDSU alumni.   

Beyond the Directory 
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As October ends and families and 
communities gear up for Halloween, 
the church observes what is known 
as Reformation.  Reformation is a 
celebration that is often overlooked 
and completely misunderstood, even 
people who’ve been faithful church-
goers from birth think Reformation 
is  simply the church’s celebration of 
Halloween…I thought that for years. 

The Reformation began in the early 
1500’s when a German monk Martin 
Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the 
doors of the church in Wittenberg, 
Germany on October 31 – the eve of 
All Saints Day. In the 95 Theses 
Luther publicly criticized unbiblical 
teachings of the church that had lost 
the focus on Jesus and the Gospel. 

As you can imagine, Luther’s actions  

NEXT YOUTH NIGHT 
Our next youth night will be Friday, 
November 22 from 7:30-10:30 pm. 
These events are for youth in grades 
6-12 and they provide a safe place 
for kids to have fun, be themselves, 
and build positive relationships. We 
had twenty youth at the first event 
held in October. Each night closes 
with a devotion. We will need two 
parents present for the event to take 
place so contact PMG if you can help  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH  
Many of you don’t get to see what 
happens at Crosspointe on Wednes-
day nights. Confirmation takes place 
from 7:00-8:30. Then, immediately 
after, the high school youth meet 
from 8:30-9:30. The high schoolers 
are currently going through a book 
that helps us apply our faith to our 
relationships from family to friends 
to teachers to enemies and more.  

 

 

 The Reformation  
            Nate Douglas  

 

 

 

 

created chaos in the church and a public 
uprising he probably did not foresee.  
One result was the division in the church 
we see today reflected in many different 
denominations. That division is not what 
we celebrate with the Reformation. We 
celebrate how faithful men and women 
helped make the Word of God more 
accessible to everyone restoring the joy, 
joy, & certainty of being saved by God’s 
grace through faith in the work of Jesus. 
In doing so, Martin Luther & others put 
themselves in great danger for standing 
against the church & faced persecution 
for taking a bold stance.  This was the 
birth of what is now Lutheran church.   

The Reformation has always been about 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and has led to 
a revitalization in singing and new songs   

in worship.  Martin Luther himself was 
an active songwriter and many of his 
songs are still sung today: A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God, All Praise to Thee 
Eternal Lord, & Savior of the Nations 
Come. Those hymns point us to our 
Creator as we sing and celebrate that 
salvation is not something we earn or 
have to work for, but salvation is a free 
gift that is found in faith in Jesus and 
resting in His grace and mercy.  Newer 
songs echo that same message:  
In Christ Alone, How Marvelous and 
How Deep the Father’s Love For Us. 

Now you know a little more about the 
Reformation & why we celebrate it at 
Crosspointe. So celebrate that God’s 
promises are for you.  Celebrate that 
your past, present and future wrongs 
do not define who you are, but your 
identity is in Christ Jesus.  Celebrate 
that there is nothing we need to do or 
say that brings us salvation; salvation 
can only come from faith and grace 
alone. Celebrate all of that in great 
confidence. Happy Reformation week! 

 

 

 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:26 

Scripture says the church suffers together 
and rejoices together.  

We keep Betty Hagge and her husband, 
John, in our prayers as Betty resumes 
chemo and radiation for cancer. The plan 
is for 6 weeks of treatment. The picture to 
the left shows cards and prayer beads that 
our Crosspointe youth made for Betty and 
John. Pray that the treatment would free 
Betty’s body of cancer and that God will 
minimize the side effects and discomfort.  

This month, you’re also encouraged to 
pray for those whose suffering & illness is 
not physical, but mental. Pray that those 
who deal with anxiety and depression will 
know their worth and their identity comes 
from God and He is in control to work all 
things according to His good purposes.  

Please contact Pastor Mike if you have 
prayer requests as well as celebrations 
you would like included in this section. 

 

 


