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Whether you made it to the Release 
Party or you missed it, a lot of really 
valuable information was shared at 
the event with both annual and new 
resources/opportunities discussed. 
Here’s a recap of ways you can get 
involved & connected in the ministry 

DISCIPLESHIP PLAN  
As we’ve done now for a number of 
years, we released the Discipleship 
Plan for 2020. This resources exists 
to help you/your family be strength-
ened in faith by hearing God’s Word 
outside of the worship setting. Each 
week has a chapter, verse, hymn. For 
2020, the chapters again take us thru 
New Testament epistles written by 
Paul; this is a carry-over from 2019 to 
help us continue to learn how to best 
use this resource. The memory verse 
is drawn from the chapter for the 
week and then the hymn tries to 
match the theme found in Scripture. 

The Discipleship Plan is not new, but 
we did add a new way for you & your 
family to engage it this year. Each 
week, I’ll post the memory verse on 

our Facebook page so that videos of 
Crosspointe kids and adults reciting 
the verse can be shared. This will be 
a great way for you to develop the 
practice of putting God’s Word on 
your heart. Parents, this is an easy 
practice to develop in your homes to 
train your kids in storing up the Word 

Additional resources connected to 
the Discipleship Plan will also be 
developed and shared during 2020. 

FAMILY SCRIPTURE MILESTONES 
Pastor Mike will also be working with 
parents to determine a way to use 
the Archbook series to create a time 
when parents provide their child with 
a first Bible. One of the things PMG 
has noticed even in the get-to-know 
Crosspointe section of newsletters is 
that families pray at home, but don’t 
really interact with Scripture at all. 
The Archbooks are a great way to let 
children become more familiar with 
the Bible and, using parent input, we 
will determine if there is a way to use 
them as a lead up to a celebration of 
children receiving their first Bible.    

Holy Communion: February 9 and 23 

Art of Marriage Workshop 
February 21-22 
Friday 7:00-10:00 pm, Sat 9:00-12:00 

Sunday, February 16: Sandwich Sunday 

Wednesday, February 26 
Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

Sunday, March 1 9:30-10:15 am 
March Gladness Selection Sunday 

Sunday, April 5 
Palm Sunday Party 

 

 
 

Through February 2, 2020 
 

YTD average weekly: $2,319.00 
* Worship cancelled 1/19 
Weekly budgeted need: $3,196.00 

YTD Offerings:         $11,595.02 
Same period 2019: $12,168.75 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

2020 Release Party Recap: continued p. 2 

Congregational Finances 
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RELEASE PARTY RECAP CONT…  
We also featured two ways for adults 
to get more involved in our ministry. 
One goal for the year is to be better 
organized in blessing Crosspointe 
families with meals in times of need 
such as surgery, illness, hospitaliza-
tion or birth of a child. There is a sign 
up sheet at the front table if you are 
willing to help in this way. We also 
are forming a new team of around 4 
people to help plan & oversee youth 
ministry event. If you are interested 
in being a part of this group, please 
contact Pastor Mike. There will be a 
parent/youth meeting following the 
Ash Wednesday service for youth in 
grades 8 and up to discuss events. 

SANDWICH SUNDAY 
Our annual Sandwich Sunday will be 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
February 16. That morning we’ll use 
the time for our worship services and 
Bible Study to make 2,900 (up from 
2,500) sandwiches as well as cookies 
for homeless shelters & organizations 
in our community. The event will take 
place in the church and is something 
all ages can participate in as we work 
together to bless many in a big way. 
We’ll begin at 8:30 & finish by 11:30, 
come when you can, stay as long as 
you can as worship mixes with service 

ART OF MARRIAGE WORKSHOP       
We’ll again offer the Art of Marriage 
workshop in February 21 (7-10pm) -
22 (9am-12). This video-based series 
features solid biblical teaching and 
relatable stories/testimonies. Each 
session will include a 30 minute video 
and about 30 minutes of discussion.  
Themes include God’s purpose/plan 
for marriage, overcoming isolation, 
fulfilling responsibilities as husband/  

How long have you been attending 
Crosspointe and what do you most 
appreciate or enjoy about our church? 
I’m not actually sure how long I’ve been 
attending Crosspointe, but it could be about 
ten years now. I enjoy how doctrinally solid 
our pastor is. It is such a comfort to come to 
church or recommend our church to others 
without having to worry about what kind of 
message we or they will hear from the pastor  
 
What is one Crosspointe moment/memory 
that is meaningful for you? 
When I was first going to start coming to this 
church, I had the audacity to grill (and slightly 
lecture) Pastor Mike about how Law/Gospel 
would be presented.He sat & took it from me 
with no discernible judgment or frustration. 
This is a significant memory for me because 
even though I am fairly ashamed of it now, I’ll 
never forget how much I was hurting at the 
time and starving for a solid church family. 
The Lord has blessed me with that here.  

 
wife, communication & conflict, real 
intimacy, & leaving a lasting legacy.      
We’ve learned 5-6 couples is a good- 
sized group so space is limited. The 
goal is to provide a stronger biblical 
foundation for all marriages so every 
couple can apply God’s Word to their 
own relationship and live in the hope 
& beauty God intends for marriage.  

2019 GIVING STATEMENTS       
Will be mailed out the week of 
February 10. If you have questions, 
contact Luke Koterba at 
treasurer@crosspointelutheran.org   

What do you enjoy doing for fun? 
Spending time with family, watching movies, 
reading, drawing, remembering when I used 
to be good at things like sports & pretending 
I’ll be again be good someday.     

What is something unique about you that 
others might be surprised to know? 
I once was forgotten by the choir I was 
traveling with in a Latvian prison, surrounded 
by 6-7 prisoners who, I’m pretty sure, had 
never before seen a blonde female.  

How can our church pray for you? 
To be candid, I struggle with severe anxiety 
and depression. Prayer that I would continue 
to learn to manage both, & that they would 
not hinder me from living my Christian life, 
being a strong witness, and being able to be 
a support  to my family & this congregation.        

I thank God for… 
Christ, His grace, and His death on the cross 
and resurrection. I thank Him that 1 Cor 1:30-
31 is true: because of Him you are in Christ 
who became to us wisdom from God and 
righteousness, sanctification, redemption. 

Crosspointe Quicks 
What you need to know in 160 characters    
words or less  

A church directory allows faces to be 
matched with names, but our goal is 
that you would know the people, not 
just their names (or even this info). 
 

Anne Haugen will move from Fargo to 
an apartment in West Fargo March 1 
with her cat Gy – pronounced “Ghee” 
since she was speaking a lot of French 
when she found her & named her after 
a 6th grade classmate. Anne works at 
Microsoft on the Azure Networking 
Support team (a cloud product) with 
no technical background it’s been an 
interesting couple of years on the job. 

Beyond the Directory 
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We are on the cusp of one of the 
most watched tournaments in the 
world, the NCAA men’s basketball 
tournament (MARCH MADNESS).  
Can you believe that in 2019, it had 
10.5 million viewers? Diving deeper 
into the stats, 2.5 million viewers are 
glued to games during work hours.  
There are even website features that 
allow a button push to change the 
game to a spreadsheet to hide the 
distractions. Much of the appeal is in 
the unknown. The unknown of who’ll 
rise in victory & if a bracket busting 
underdog will go further than ever 
before draws the crowds and keeps 
everyone glued to the screens. 

I believe that same anticipation has 
been growing within our church. The 
anticipation of the unknown and the 

BEYOND THE DIRECTORY CONT 
What are devotional habits you have 
at home to help nurture your faith?  
I try to pray any time I’m between 
activities or doing something that 
otherwise doesn’t require my full 
attention.I also find that memorizing 
a verse or two each month helps 
keep my mind focused on the Word. 
Then when a difficult conversation 
arises or I am struggling in general I 
can easily call verses to mind.  

RELEASE PARTY THANK YOUS 
There are so many people who do so 
many different things in and for our 
church. But we took the time to say 
thank you to a couple of them during 
our Release Party. Lilly Mulder gets 
flowers for the altar every Sunday. 
Rachel Wentz shows us the strength 
of the Bison is in the herd arranging 
volunteers for each Sunday. Pictured 
here, Reed Schnabel was recognized 

as embodying a spirit of welcome 
and hospitality greeting those he 
knows and those who are new. 

 

 

 March Gladness  
            Nate Douglas  

 

 

 

 

excitement of which of the many Cross-
pointe songs we sing in worship will be 
crowned the March Gladness champion. 

Crosspointe has not developed spread-
sheet tricks and as far as I know work 
place productivity hasn’t been affected, 
but involvement has increased over the 
past couple of years. Last year, we held 
our first Selection Sunday during the 
Bible study hour – allowing you, the 
church, to build the brackets for the 
entire congregation to vote on weekly. 

Each table discusses strategy and what 
they feel is the ultimate song, but amid 
the excitement and deliberations, my 
favorite part has clearly become the 
moments when an individual or team 
explains why the song is superior and 
why Crosspointe would vote for it. 

 

  

Maybe the kids were singing it in the 
backseat, maybe it was the first song 
you heard at Crosspointe or it was a 
great reminder of God’s promises for 
you when you were going through a 
times or hardship or celebration.    

As March Gladness and the activities 
that go along with it grow and church 
participation increases, I believe the 
connections to the songs we sing and 
the stories of how they point you to 
Jesus will grow along with them. But 
for now, I will look forward to hearing 
your picks for March Gladness 2020! 

Selection Sunday will be held March 1 
during the 9:30 Bible Study hour. That 
means the bracket will come together  
that morning. From there, our version 
of March Gladness proceeds on two 
levels. First, everyone is invited to fill 
out a bracket. There are 16 songs to 
start & you pick which song you think 
will advance to the next round based 
on congregational votes until there is 
just one left. Then over a four weeks, 
everyone can cast votes for the songs. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:26Scripture says 
the church suffers and rejoices together.  

This month we keep Betty Hagge and her 
husband, John, in our prayers following 
surgery to remove cancerous cells. We 
pray the surgery accomplished that goal 
and that her recovery is free of setbacks.  

We also celebrate with Drake Nostrum & 
Jordan Jackson who were baptized on 
February 2. Drake & Jordan are pictured 
to the left with their baptismal cake.  

We also rejoice with Rachel Rambo in the 
birth of her son, Devon, on February 3. 

 

 


