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On Sunday, August 23, we will hold 
our annual outdoor worship service 
at 10:30. We usually set up just to the 
north of the building and east of the 
parking lot. We’ll have folding chairs 
set up, but you can bring your own 
lawn chair or blanket if you prefer. 
The theme for the service like all of 
our themes this summer comes from 
a question asked by a 3rd grader: dear 
God, how did you know you were 
God; which can get us thinking about 
how we know God is indeed God. 

CELEBRATION AND THANKS FOR 
NATE DOUGLAS  
You read in the last newsletter that 
Nate Douglas will be stepping down 
as our Worship Arts Coordinator at 
the end of August to have a better 
balance of family and his full time 
job with the Perry Center. Nate has 
been on our church staff for a decade 
& we’re so grateful for all of the work 
he has done to develop and lead our 
music ministry and the time that not 
only he, but his whole family has 
given over the years. Since the out-

door service will allow us to maintain 
good distancing with more people in 
attendance, we are using this service 
to celebrate and say thanks to Nate. 
You are encouraged to bring a card 
of thanks and appreciation for Nate 
that morning which could include a 
favorite song or hymn we sing that 
has helped strengthen & encourage 
your faith. It’s summer & many of us 
are still watching COVID numbers 
but I’d extend a pastoral appeal for 
you to make every effort to be a part 
of this special Sunday for our church. 
You can also read more about Nate’s 
concert from a coffee cup scheduled 
for Wednesday, August 26, at 6:30 
which will be aired online on page 2. 

PICNIC MEAL CANCELED 
As we continue to take precautions 
for the virus, the Church Council has 
decided to not hold the typical picnic 
meal following the outdoor service. 
The main goal of that event is to 
provide interaction & fellowship in a 
way that’s not recommended or wise 
right now. Watch for an alternative. 

Outdoor Worship Service 
Sunday, August 23 | 10:30 am 
Appreciation Sunday for Nate  

Holy Communion 
Sunday, August 30 and by appointment 

Lutherans for Life Regional Conference 
Saturday, August 29  |  9am-3pm 
St Andrew Lutheran in West Fargo 

Weekly Bible Studies via Zoom 
Wednesday noon, Tuesday night 
Links available on church website 

On-going ministry opportunities: we 
are gathering non-perishable food for 
the Rural Cass County Emergency Food 
Bank as a blessing to Mapleton 

 

Our weekly giving & bank balances 
have remained consistent through 
the year. A new giving option is 
now available directly from our 
church website. Quarterly giving 
statements, mailed by the end of 
August, will include a finance report 

Upcoming Events 

Outdoor worship service: August 23 

Congregational Finances 
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CONCERT FROM A COFFEE CUP 
On Wednesday, August 26th, at 6:30 
you are invited to a concert from a 
coffee cup featuring Nate Douglas. 
For about thirty minutes, Nate will 
pull slips of paper out of a cup with 
various categories that will let us 
learn more about Nate & the songs 
he’s led us in singing over a decade 
of music ministry. For instance, Nate 
will sing the song that gets sung the 
most around his house. The concert 
will only be available online through 
Zoom & our church facebook page. 
The concert will also include the long 
awaited, much anticipated champion 
song for the 2020 March Gladness. 

JOIN IN ON WORSHIP VIA ZOOM 
If you are not comfortable being with 
others in public places, you can still 
attend worship online using Zoom.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Zoom is a program you can download 
to a computer, phone, or other device 
to give you both the audio and video 
of the services. Since March, we have 
used Zoom for confirmation, Sunday 
kids’ messages, Bible Study, council 
meetings, and worship. We have also 
worked to make improvements in the 
quality of the audio & video so if you 
have had problems in the past give it 
another try. We are hoping to add a 
little interaction for those joining in 
from home and one need we have is 
some people watching from home 
who are willing to move the power-
point slides visible for those online. 

BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM       
Our weekly Bible Studies continue to 
follow the discipleship plan, taking 
into the book of Romans. This time is 
designed to foster faith conversation 
based on Scripture. Times include 
Wednesday noon & Tuesday night. 
Links are available on the church 
website under the events tab.    

How long have you been attending 
Crosspointe and what do you most 
appreciate or enjoy about our church? 
We’ve been attending Crosspointe for ten 
years. We appreciate how everyone knows 
you so you aren’t just a face in the crowd. 
You can make real connections with people 
and the kids know all the other kids in their 
Sunday School classes.  
 
What Crosspointe moment is significant?  
When the twins were born we really felt 
taken care of by the congregation. There 
were so many congratulations and so many 
people brought meals during those difficult 
first months. It has been neat to have them 
grow up in the congregation who has been 
there since the beginning. Their baptism & 
watching Pastor Mike carry two babies down 
the aisle was something I’ll always remember   

What does your family enjoy doing for fun? 
 We enjoy going to our lake cabin in the  

 
WEEKLY PRAYER SHEET       
Pastor Mike has created another 
resource to strengthen your faith & 
our unity. The prayer sheet has a 
short prayer for each day that all of 
us can join in praying. It’s a powerful 
1 minute task that will also tell you 
what’s going on in the church. See 
an image of the prayer sheet above. 

CURRENT & IN-COMING 
CONFIRMATION FAMILIES BOTH 
SHOULD BE WATCHING FOR AN 
EMAIL REGARDING THE FALL       

   
summer where we can swim, paddleboard & 
jet ski or just sit on the deck and read. Family 
movie nights at home. Taking advantage of 
things going on around Fargo like free con-
certs and movie nights at the Lights in WF.         

How can our church prayer for you? 
Entering the school year as working parents 
trying to figure out how best to help our kids 
in school that will be all or part as distance 
learning. Pray the kids would have successful 
& stress free year with all the challenges, for 
patience & understanding for parents trying 
to help the kids with the distance learning 

We thank God for… 
Relatively happy & healthy family. Thru all 
the uncertainty of the past couple months & 
hard days we still like each other, realizing 
how bad things could be & how good God is  

What are devotional habits you have 
developed at home to nurture your faith? 
Prayers before bedtime. Incorporating 
discussions about God into our everyday life. 
It is neat to hear them (continued on page 3)

Crosspointe Quicks 
What you need to know in 160 characters    
words or less  

A church directory allows faces to be 
matched with names, but our goal is 
that you would know the people, not 
just their names (or even this info). 
 

Randy & Heidi Carlson live in Fargo 
with Leighton, 13, Paige & Kendall (6 
yr old twins), & two dogs. Heidi works 
at RD Offutt Company as Benefits 
Manager. Randy owns his business, 
Carlson Metal Shaping with a majority 
of his work being to make parts for 
restored WWII airplanes. Leighton is 
on the swim team, Paige loves the 
ninja gym & gymnastics, Kendall loves 
spending time with dogs & making art 

Beyond the Directory 
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It is easy for us to feel like COVID19 
has cast a shadow over not only the 
spring of 2020, but also the summer. 
And with many families preparing 
for the start of a school year that still 
won’t feel normal, its easy to feel like 
COVID19 continues to loom large. 
And there is a lot of truth to that, but 
at the same time, for Christians the 
Gospel rises above even something 
like the coronavirus to shine a light 
into our lives that overcomes every 
darkness. By the grace & power of 
God may we continue through this 
pandemic season with humility & 
wisdom, patience & kindness even as 
we hold onto the hope, peace, joy & 
comfort that is ours in Christ Jesus.  

Our Church Council met on August 
11 to make decisions regarding the  

CARLSON FAMILY CONTINUED     
talking about a church story at home 
or recognizing God always watches 
over them & keeps them safe, God 
made everything, etc. That leads to 
other discussions that are just a part 
of our everyday conversations now.  

WHAT’S NEXT IN MAPLETON     
We held our final Wednesday night 
midweek service in Mapleton on 
August 12. The Community Center 
provided us a great place to spread 
out as we returned to in-person 
gatherings. The Church Council has 
approved the formation of a team of 
people to explore how we might be 
able to continue taking the Gospel to 
that community and its residents. If 
you are interested please contact 
Pastor Mike. We’ll be collecting non-
perishable food items in September 
for the Rural Cass County Food Bank 
which serves the Mapleton area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ministry schedule for the fall. Our next 
transition will take place at it’s typical 
time, on the Sunday after Labor Day. 

Beginning September 13, we’ll return to 
2 Sunday morning services with a new 
start time for the early service. We are 
planning to delay the start of Sunday 
School and adult Bible Study to evaluate 
how the school year begins so worship 
services will be at 9:00 and 10:30. There 
is a brief survey in the email sending the 
newsletter asking if you would attend a 
service where everyone is required to 
wear a mask, if you are comfortable in a 
service where masks are recommended 
but not required, or if you plan to begin 
the fall participating in the services via 
the online option on Zoom. Your input 
will be helpful in determining whether  

masks will be required at 9:00 & also if 
we need to plan a third service in order 
to maintain appropriate distancing.  

Whether masks are required at one of 
the services or not, we’ll have them on 
hand beginning in September if you’d 
like to wear one during the service, 
but forgot yours at home. The Council 
views this as one way we can prevent 
the spread of the virus when together 
so we can continue to meet without 
interruption for as long as we are able.  

As already mentioned, we’re delaying 
the start of Sunday School & adult 
Bible Study until at least mid October 
so we can monitor community health 
trends as the school year begins. We’ll 
be distributing the materials that can 
be used at home with opportunities 
for video & online interaction as well 
as a couple outdoor, distanced yet 
guided family activities. Online Bible 
Studies that began over the summer 
will also continue into the fall months. 

Contact Pastor Mike with questions.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE: SAT, AUGUST 29  

Lutherans for Life will hold a regional 
conference Saturday, August 29 at St 
Andrew Lutheran Church in West Fargo 
from 9am-3pm. The registration fee of $50 
will be covered by the church for anyone 
who would like to attend. The theme is 
“From Invisible to Indispensable” and 
there will be a series of both national and 
local speakers on a variety of good topics. 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:26Scripture says 
the church suffers and rejoices together.  

Many of you have asked about Reed and 
Nancy Schnabel following their COVID19 
diagnosis. Both are recovered & doing well   

We rejoice with Marlene & Allan Ochsner 
following Marlene’s retirement at the end 
of July. Marlene spent a majority of her 
career as a public nurse, retiring from the 
Clay County Health Department including 
recent oversight over COVID19 testing.  

Please contact Pastor Mike if you have 

Sunday Schedule 
for the fall 


