
Colossians
4:2

Scripture calls us to be
unceasing in our prayer.
Each week, this prayer
list is meant to give not
only guidance, but unity
to our church's prayer life.
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Scripture also promises that our
prayers are heard by an attentive
and caring God, that God responds
to our prayers and answers them so
that they are powerful and effective.

 Continue
steadfastly in
PRAYER
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St Patrick's Day
 Like St Nick at Christmas, you may not know that St Patrick is actually a real historical person. He was a 
Christian living in the 400s who served as a pastor/missionaries in Ireland. He also wrote a prayer that's been
passed down so we even use part of it in our worship services at Crosspointe. Here are parts: I arise today thru a
mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, a belief in the Threeness, confession of the Oneness
of the Creator of creation. I arise today thru the strength of Christ's birth & baptism, thru the
strength of His crucifixion & burial, thru the strength of His resurrection & ascension... thru |
God's strength to pilot me; God's might to uphold me, God's wisdom to guide me, God's eye 
to look before me, God's ear to hear me, God's word to speak for me, God's hand to guard me, 
God's shield to protect me, God's hosts to save me from snares of the devil, from temptations 
of vices, from everyone who desires to do me ill, against every cruel merciless power that opposes 
my body & soul. Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, in me, above me, beneath me

You can't fight your way to peace
This was my main take-away from preaching last Sunday. As Jesus wept over Jerusalem in Luke 19, 
He foresaw the destruction of the city by the Roman army in the year 70 AD because the Jewish
people tried to fight their way to peace. The same is true in every relationship: Jesus Himself is
the way of peace as He patterns our lives in the shape of His Cross: Holy Spirit, make us Your 
temple & dwelling place, create faith that raises us up with Christ to be made new in Him & to
then live in that new life & the fruit of our faith. As Christ did for us, lead us in the courage & 
boldness to lay down our rights, set aside our freedom, give up our comfort for the sake of others,
especially in the midst of conflict. Season our words with grace, truth, love & patience so we might
value & serve all people regardless of their convenience & use to us & whether they are easy to love 
or not. Make God, truth, people & salvation more important to us than the need to be right. 
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  Ten years ago today, on March 20, 2008, Crosspointe became an official congregation of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. We celebrated the milestone that night with a big banquet &
    Holy Communion as we received members into the congregation for the first time. God has
       been so faithful in abundantly blessing our ministry over the past decade. Later in the year,
         probably in November prior to Thanksgiving, we'll hold another special event to celebrate
         what God has already done and what we're looking forward to in the future. In the coming
         weeks we will begin to form a team to help plan that event. Lord of the church, we give
        You thanks for all that You have done over the course of ten years as Your Word has been
    preached and Your Sacraments have been administered among the people who gather in
this place. Fill our hearts with gratitude as we recognize Your work and blessings & join us with
   and to one another as the body of Christ. By Your Holy Spirit continue to teach us how to love 
        & care for one another & equip us to together be ambassadors of Your Gospel to the world   
                       that needs Jesus, His forgiveness, and the redemption/salvation that is in His name.

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

Ten year anniversary becoming a congregation

This is one of the songs we'll be singing in worship today. It's a traditional hymn for the season
of Lent but when I see the title it almost sounds flippant. In my mind, to ponder is to think
about something, but not with great urgency & seriousness. To say, "I'll ponder it" is to say 
"I'll think about it" (with an indifferent lip curl & shoulder shrug). But the hymn's lyrics do
what we're doing during Lent, they help us zoom in on the Passion of Jesus with the 
Holy Spirit guiding our reflection & meditation. The song as a whole, verses, individual
lines of lyrics all serve as a wonderful prayer: Jesus, my Lord and my Savior, my Rock and
my Redeemer, grant that I in love and faith may cherish the image of Your Cross knowing
You endured it that I might not perish. Show me how my sin is indeed the cause of Your
affliction & crucifixion, but if my sins cause me alarm, let Your Cross give my conscience peace
with the forgiveness You won. Help me bear my crosses, learning humbleness from You and
peace among pain & losses that I may shun every sinful pleasure, the shame of unholy living. 

Here's a prayer for Monday morning from one of them: Dear heavenly Father, I thank You for
having kept me safe during the night. Now I pause at the beginning of another week to ask You
        to go with me. I don't know what this week will bring - whether pleasure or pain, health or
          sickness, sunshine or shadow. However, I'm not afraid if You will be my Companion, for You
           love me with an everlasting love & You will guard and protect me from all evil. I need Your
          presence every step of the way. At the beginning of this week I ask only that You will stay
         close beside me, for, though I don't know what the future holds, I know You hold the future
      and You are in control... and You will direct the course of events for the sake of my eternal
  salvation. Bless me in whatever I do so that whatever I do others would be blessed and Your
name would be honored and glorified. Make me strong physically, mentally, morally, and
spiritually so Your will would be done in me and through me. Watch over me and over those I
          love. I ask this in the name of Your beloved Son, my Savior and Redeemer, amen. 

A prayer for changed hearts before Wednesday
Each Wednesday, the Red River Women's Clinic performs abortions. We pray today that some of
the women scheduled for an abortion tomorrow would have a change of heart, that all of them
would find the support & encouragement they need not only to make life-affirming decisions, 
but also to live in the full joy of being loved and valued by God, forgiven of all their sins, and
surrounded by a great network of people including a church. Raise up Your church to be a 
strong, bold voice for those who are not able to speak for themselves and to be a beacon of 
light and hope for those who feel abandoned and hopeless. Strip away any malice that would
cause us to look at others with hatred and any hesitancy that would stop us from embracing 
anyone else with the love of Christ. May life be valued at all stages as being precious & treasured 
by You, the Creator of all things. And where life is seen in any other way, especially among those
who claim to follow Jesus, may Your Word of truth be our measure for this & everything, amen.

Looking to grow in your prayer life?
PMG has 2 prayer books he recommends

Special services are scheduled during Holy Week on Maundy Thursday (with Communion) &
Good Friday (April 1 and 2) both at 7:00. The services will be offered in-person and online.

We will also hold an Easter Egg Carnival on Saturday, March 27, from 10:00-noon in the 
worship space. The event gives a different twist to our Easter egg hunts of the past with
even more fun, the same amount of candy, and a little more organization and structure
for spacing and sanitizing. We were planning to replicate the event in Mapleton on the 
very next day, but the space is not available so we will look to hold a spring carnival there
in May using the same games, just at the end of the Easter season instead of it's start.

We will also host a stream of the National Lutherans for Life Conference on Saturday, April 17. Other churches
will be joining us for the event, watch for more details about time, format, and the presentation themes.
The Council has also approved upcoming events like the spring prayer vigil, the beanbag benefit, and a
Sandwich Sunday if there are local organizations that will receive food donations.
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Lord God
You are . 
Act with

loving mercy 
to bring healing to

both 
Reed & Nan

If you have any prayer requests, specific to yourself or
more general prayers that you would like our church to be
praying for, please email, text, or call Pastor Mike to have
them included here and/or Sunday mornings in worship.
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Also of note & needing prayer

On the calendar

A correction/clarification from previous info that's been shared about next steps when the city
of Fargo mask mandate expires (it currently runs through Monday, March 22). In our last 
meeting, the Church Council emphasized the desire for unity as we reemerge from COVID
restrictions. Rather than creating divisions based on masks & no masks either in sections
of chairs or service times, the Council hopes we can begin to join back together for 
worship honoring each other even as some continue to wear masks and others do not.

As we resume more aspects of our ministry, volunteers would be help in two areas: if we get
volunteers to serve coffee we'll resume serving drinks before & after services. We're also in need 
of a couple people to help set up for Communion before worship which takes less than 15 minutes. 

March Gladness voting has begun. The easiest way to cast your round 1 votes may be to click on the
link in this prayer sheet email. Your votes decide which songs move on in each match-up

Each week, Pastor Mike is working thru the church directory alphabetically, taking 4 families
  to intentionally pray for. Join me in prayer for this week's families (& yours & all others): Lord
    God of heaven and earth, as we officially change seasons on the calendar from winter to
      spring we reflect on the different seasons in our own lives and rejoice that You are with us
      and faithful to all of Your promises through them all. Even as we look ahead to spring and 
      all that it holds, may we also desire new life and growth for our faith. And as the days get
      longer may Your Holy Spirit lead us to live more and more in the light of Christ doing the
    good works that bring Your glory while showing Your love & compassion to others. May our
hearts be filled with the hope of a completely renewed and restored Creation when Christ
returns & may our minds unceasingly be lost in the beauty & wonder of what that will be like.
Until that day, keep us in Your grace, keep us in the one true faith, keep us in the fellowship of
the church, keep us faithful to our many vocations & keep our eyes fixed on Christ

On this week's prayer list
M Kitsch, Kittelson, Larson, Lopez

One of 
my favorite 
ways the Bible 
describes the 
church is with all
the one another's
that define our life
together including
this one; 

James 5:16

Pray for 
one another!


