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Since this is new & a long time in the 
coming, the debut of our small group 
break-outs is going to get the lead in 
the newsletter two months in a row. 
This new format to our small groups 
is meant to combine two important 
activities in the church: fostering a 
network of relationships within the 
church while deepening our shared 
faith thru time in God’s Word. The 
hope for the new format is to allow 
those 2 activities to encompass the 
entire church rather than limiting our 
interaction to just a small group of 
church members – probably those 
we’d naturally gravitate to anyways.  

THE NEW FORMAT 
In the past, small groups have met in 
homes with 7-12 people. There was a 
lot of blessing in that format but also 
a number of downfalls. This year, we 
are going to try a new format that is 
open for everyone to come together 
for food, fellowship &faith formation 
with about 20 minutes spent in large 
group teaching before we break out 
for about 20 minutes of small group 

discussion, application, and prayer at 
our tables. The over-all goal is that 
you wouldn’t always sit at the same 
table with the same people. (And as I 
type this I’m reminded how smart & 
awesome our confirmation kids are 
because this is something I heard in 
multiple exit interviews: the kids say 
they wish they’d sat with different 
kids each week rather than the same 
kid each week!) This will allow you to 
connect with others on a much larger 
scale than has happened in the past. 

SOME SPECIFICS 
The goal is to have two times each 
month when break-outs meet. The 
first round will be Wednesday, Sept 
25 from 6:15-7:30. Pasta, bread, and 
a veggie will be served 5:30-6:15 for 
those who would like to share a meal 
and benefit from being able to eat a 
prepared meal at church. There will 
be activities for kids during the forty 
minutes of Bible Study. The same 
content will be offered a second time 
Sunday, October 2 4:00-5:30 with 
snacks & hors d’ oeuvres provided. 

Worship Service start time: 10:30 am  

Holy Communion: September 18 

High School Youth Group 
Wednesdays 8:00-9:00 pm 

Sunday September 18 
Neighborhood Prayer Walk 9:30 
Neighborhood Block Party 4:00-6:30 

Sunday, September 25, 3:00 pm 
Lutherans for Life Dessert Banquet 

Small Group Break-outs 
Wednesday Sept 18 6:15-7:30 
Sunday October 2 4:00-5:30 

Sunday, October 2, 9:30 
Start of Sunday School & Bible Study 

Sunday, October 16 5:30-8:30 
Youth grades 7-12 bonfire and hayride   

 
 
Some administrative complications 
with the bank will delay quarterly 
reports. We have already  met with 
the bank to get them resolved. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Small Group Break-outs: Sept 25/Oct 2 
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A church directory 
allows faces to be matched with names, 
but our hope is that you would know the 
people, not just their names (or this info). 
 

Ruth Gyldenvand is a Good Sam resident. 
She was married to her husband, Bob, for 
68 years before his death and had 4 kids, 
11 grandkids, and 6 great grandkids (all 
girls). Ruth & Bob lived in various places 
including Fort Ransom & Milnor before 
moving to Fargo. Bob was a farmer and a 
welder, Ruth cleaned house & worked in 
the laundry at the Grand Inn for 25 years  

 

NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY   
Sunday, September 18, looks like it’ll 
be another beautiful weather day for 
our annual neighborhood block party 
which will go from 4:00-6:30. We will 
have inflatables, gaga ball, 9-Square, 
and horse-drawn carriage rides. We 
will also be serving a meal of brats & 
hotdogs, chips, cookies & drinks. We 
host this event for the neighborhood 
so even as you and your family enjoy 
the outdoor fun, your willingness to 
help for a 30 minute shift will ensure 
a safe/smooth event that blesses our 
neighbors & glorifies God. Sunday’s 
message will help put these kinds of 
events into a biblical perspective. 

NEIGHBORHOOD PRAYER WALK   
Part of our transition toward starting 
9:30 Sunday School and Bible Study 
back up is a neighborhood prayer   

 

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

walk that falls on the same day as 
the block party. What an opportunity 
to pray for our neighbors at 9:30 and 
then invite them to the church for an 
afternoon of fun. We had a good size 
group for this last year & would love 
for you to join if you missed the last 
one. There’s no pressure to pray out 
loud or pray with others, we’ll simply 
walk down the block or around the 
Good Sam building stopping to pray 
for our neighbors. The prayer walk 
on September 18th starts inside the 
church at 9:30. On Sept. 25th you’re 
encouraged to do a prayer walk thru 
your neighborhood or around your 
school before coming to worship. 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE ANNUAL 
DESSERT BANQUET – SEPT 25  
The annual F-M Lutheran for Life 
chapter will hold its annual dessert 
banquet on Sunday, September 25, 
at 3:00. The event is free and will be 
held at St Andrew Lutheran Church  

 

How long have you been attending 
Crosspointe and what do you most 
appreciate or enjoy about our church? 

We began attending Crosspointe in 2010 
when we moved into the Good Sam. I 
love the pastor, his sermons, and his 
family, the fact that I can hear and I 
don’t have to go outside to get to church  

What is one Crosspointe memory or 
moment that is meaningful for you? 
I enjoy attending church meals because 
the food is always so good and I enjoy 
seeing all the kids at the kids message  

What do you  enjoy doing for fun? 
We used to like to play cards and go out 
to eat with other couples.Bob played the 
accordian. Now I play Bingo and do little 
projects around my apartment. 

in West Fargo. The guest speaker is 
Carol Tobias, president of the Natl’ 
Right to Life Committee. The theme 
of her presentation is Life; the battle 
isn’t over. Psalm 1:1-2 will be a key 
Bible passage as we gather to uphold 
the value of all life & enjoy good food 

NEW SERMON SERIES  
Over the coming months, our time 
together in God’s Word is going to 
process the spiritual life survey you 
were asked to fill out in May. These 
messages will work to unite us in a 
common purpose, mission, ministry  

Tell us something unique about you… 
(Pastor’s note: this section could take up 
pages). Bob & Ruth lived in the same 
apartments as theSchnabels & are related 
to Crosspointe member, Anne Haugen. If 
you ever need to be inspired ask about the 
roll over accident, the farm machinery 
accident, and 25 foot fall out of a tractor 
bucket fall that Bob and Ruth survived.   

We thank God for… 
All the prayers He has heard & answered 

How can our church pray for you… 
Good health and strong faith 

What home devotional habits have you 
developed to nurture your faith?   
I go to chapel each day and continue to 
pray. I don’t like missing church, it would 
not feel like Sunday without it. 
 
Usually, I get this info via email, what a 
joy to interview Ruth in person for this!

Crosspointe Quicks 
What you need to know in 160 characters    
words or less  

Beyond the Directory 
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Labor Day weekend, my husband, 
Eric, and I had the opportunity to go 
stargazing with a group of friends. 
We drove out to the middle of 
nowhere, laid out some blankets, 
and looked up. People pointed out 
various constellations, planets, and 
the Milky Way galaxy. And the more 
we looked, the more we could see 
tiny stars appear deep in the vast 
night sky. Then we watched as the 
green bands of the northern lights 
danced across the horizon. It was a 
beautiful night taking in the beauty 
of God’s creation. 

It reminds me of the first verse of 
How Great Thou Art. “O Lord my 
God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works Thy hands  

YOUTH BONFIRE/HAY-RIDE       
On Sunday, October 16, we will join 
other local LCMS churches for a hay-
rack ride & bonfire at Trinity in Sabin 
Minnesota. We will meet at church at 
5:30 to travel together to the event & 
return to church at 8:30. Additional 
adult drivers are needed. This event 
is for youth in grades 7-12. There is 
no cost for the event but youth are 
asked to bring a snack that could be 
shared with the whole group. We’ll 
be 1 of at least 7 churches attending. 
There is a registration form on the 
table in the front of the church that 
needs to be filled out with a parent 
signature and given to PMG by 10/9 
 

WEEKLY HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH       
High school youth are meeting for 
fellowship & Bible Study 8:00-9:00 
each Wednesday until Thanksgiving.  
Bring a Bible and your homework if 
you need to. We’ll start going thru 
one of PMG’s favorite videos soon! 

   
The Good Sam celebrated 110 years as an 

organization during their resident and 

family picThursday, Sepember 15. Current 

confirmation youth demonstrating that 

they are all loved by God equally. 

  

 

 

 

 
hath made; I see the stars, I hear the 
mighty thunder, Thy power 
throughout the universe displayed. 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to 
Thee, how great Thou art!” Through 
these things, we can be reminded of 
God’s greatness- because our God is 
much more wondrous than the stars, 
and far mightier than the thunder. 
 
We are also reminded of God’s 
greatness through Christ’s sacrifice on 
the cross. In verse three we sing, “But 
when I think that God, His Son not 
sparing, sent Him to die, I scarce can 
take it in- that on the cross, my burden 
gladly bearing, He bled and died to 
take away my sin. Then sings my soul, 
my Savior God to Thee, how great  

Thou art!” The God who created the 
heavens and Earth loved us so much, 
that He died for us. How amazing is 
that! So when we think about the cross 
and the empty tomb, let us worship 
God, singing “How great Thou art!” 
 

WORSHIP COORDINATOR UPDATE       
We’re very grateful that we’re into the 
month of September & still are being 
blessed by the presence of Lead as she 
continues to lead music during worship 
services. She & her husband, Eric, are 
still planning to move to Minot in the 
near future and are actively looking for 
a home to buy in that community. We 
pray they would find the right home as 
a blessing from God to enjoy & at the 
same time thank God for her on-going 
role at Crosspointe which right now 
can maybe best be described as month 
to month. We continue to use multiple 
avenues to look for our next Worship 
Arts Coordinator and would invite you 
to join in praying that God would make 
the transition smooth and timely!. 
 

 

How Great Thou Art 
               by Leah Brown 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:26 Scripture says 
the church suffers and rejoices together.  

Prayers continue for Grant German as he 
undergoes aggressive chemo treatment 
for brain cancer. Grant was one of our first 
two confirmands at Crosspointe Lutheran. 

Prayers also for John and Betty Hagge as 
they prepare to relocate to Houston at the 
end of September. The Hagges have been 
a part of our church family and prayer life 
for a number of years. We will miss having 
them in Fargo but rejoice in our fellowship 
in Christ which spans any geographic and 
temporal distance & rejoice in their ability 
to be close to their children and grandkids. 
We hope to have a special sending for the 
Hagges at the end of the Sept 18 service. 

Prayers of thanksgiving as the Good Sam 
celebrates 100 years of caring service!   

Prayers also for Rob Sailer following back 
surgery – especially for patience during the 
time needed for recovery and healing.  


