




BEHOLD

And in the same region there were shepherds 
out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. And 
the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace among those

with whom he is pleased!”

Luke 2:8-14 (ESV)



WHAT IS ADVENT?
Advent is an opportunity to pause and reflect on the birth of 
Jesus. It is best described as “a season of waiting, expecting and 
hoping.” It is a time where we celebrate the arrival and coming 
of Jesus during the Christmas season. It begins on the last 
Sunday of November and concludes on Christmas Eve/Day. 
Think of Advent as a long introduction to Christmas. A prologue 
to the culmination of God’s divine plan to send his son to earth 
as our refuge, hope and savior.

HOW DO I USE THIS GUIDE?
The guide will be broken down into four sections. Each section 
will have an introductory devotional that will help set the tone. 
Selected Bible readings for each day will be included as well. 
Week one will focus on the fact that Jesus Christ is the Good 
News. Week two will focus on how there is Great Joy in a 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Week three will show us how the 
good news of Jesus Christ is available For All People. Finally, 
week four will walk us through the birth narrative and show us 
how the birth of Christ should compel us to give Glory To God!

Each week there will be an opportunity for you to share what 
you’ve read via social media. We encourage you to participate 
by letting others know what Christ is doing in your life. Our hope 
is that this guide would become an avenue by which a deep 
passion and strong desire for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is awakened. 

Use this season to create family traditions and lasting memories. 
Above all, we pray that you will spend time wisely with the Lord 
and with your family.
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The Good News

“I have come down to deliver them
out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring
them up out of that land to a good and broad
land,  a land flowing with milk and honey … …”

Exodus 3:8 (ESV)

All throughout the Bible God is described as our great 
and mighty deliverer. Words like savior, rescuer, 
redeemer, and so many more are used to describe who 
God is and how he operates in the lives of those he loves. 
The central story of the Book of Exodus centers on the fact 
that God delivers his people out of slavery, darkness and 
destruction and brings them to a place of freedom and 
salvation. However, this story reaches far beyond the 
borders of the Exodus narrative. The entirety of God's word 
is about God sending his son Jesus to rescue us from the 
penalty of sin and grant us the free gift of eternal life. 
That’s why it is called the Good News! The Good News is 
that God gloriously and graciously saves. This is what 
Christmas is all about. Christmas reminds us that God has 
sent his Son to deliver us and give us victory over death. 
May we constantly be reminded of this truth. A truth that 
will grant us hope, peace and joy this Christmas.



The entirety of God's word is about God 
sending his son Jesus to rescue us from 

the penalty of sin and grant us the free gift 
of eternal life. That’s why it is called the 
Good News! The Good News is that God 

gloriously and graciously saves.
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Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  and cry to her that 

her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 
pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’S 
hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the 

wilderness prepare the way of the LORD make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 

become level, and the rough places a plain. And 
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the 

LORD has spoken.”

Isaiah 40:1-5 (ESV)



Usually around the holidays families 
continue traditions that have been 
passed down to them from generation 
to generation. The holidays  also offer 
a time to create new ones as well.

The history of holiday traditions is a 
long and storied one.. Traditions create 
fond memories that families will 
remember for a lifetime. Your children 
will share stories with their children 
how certain traditions greatly impacted 
them and brought the family closer 
together.

Christmas, in particular, offers a 
sweet opportunity to welcome and 
create family traditions. Traditions 
can be as simple as gathering around 
the dinner table for conversation or 
making time to watch your favorite 
Christmas movie. Whatever the 
tradition, it is all about bringing the 
family closer together to experience the 
love and grace the Christmas season 
symbolizes.

What are some of your favorite holiday 
traditions? What are some new ones 
you wish to create?

Perhaps this Advent Guide can serve 
as a new tradition for your family. One 
where you gather together to grow in 
God’s word.

Enjoy!



How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of 
those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, 
who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Listen! Your 

watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout 
for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will 
see it with their own eyes. Burst into songs of joy 

together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD 
has comforted his people, he has redeemed 

Jerusalem. The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in 
the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the 

earth will see the salvation of our God.

Isaiah 52:7-10 (NIV)



Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of 
good news; lift up your voice with strength, O 
Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear 

not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 
Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his 

arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. He will tend his 
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in 
his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and 

gently lead those that are with young.

Isaiah 40:9-11 (ESV)



Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the 
LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God 
called to the man, “Where are you?” He answered, 

“I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked; so I hid.” And he said, “Who 

told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 
from the tree that I commanded you not to eat 
from?” The man said, “The woman you put here 
with me - she gave me some fruit from the tree, 

and I ate it.” Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” So the 
LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have 
done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and 
all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and 

you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; he will crush 

your head, and you will strike his heel.”

Genesis 3:8-15 (NIV)



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan's tyranny

From depths of Hell Thy people save
And give them victory o'er the grave

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
In ancient times did'st give the Law,

In cloud, and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.



After these things the word of the LORD came to 
Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your 

shield; your reward shall be very great.” But 
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, 
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house 

is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, 
you have given me no offspring, and a member of 
my household will be my heir.” And behold, the 
word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall 

not be your heir; your very own son shall be your 
heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are 
able to number them.” Then he said to him,“So 

shall your offspring be.” And he believed the 
LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Genesis 15:1-6 (ESV)



This is the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, 
the Son of God. It began just as the prophet 

Isaiah had written:

“Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
and he will prepare your way. He is a voice 

shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for 
the Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him!’”

Mark 1:1-3 (NLT)
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Great Joy

“Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,
and give thanks to his holy name.
For his anger is but for a moment

and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night
but joy comes in the morning.”

Psalm 30:5 (ESV)

The good and glorious news of Jesus coming to earth, 
living a perfect life and dying in our place to purchase our 
salvation should push us to have an overflowing joy in our 
life. Yet we often find ourselves, from time to time, facing 
setback after setback which causes us to feel anything but 
joyful. While “anger is for a moment” and “weeping may 
tarry for the night” we can find comfort in knowing that 
“joy comes in the morning.” When we view our 
circumstances in light of what Christ has already done for 
us, we can find joy, peace and strength through it all. 
How? By knowing and understanding that our joy is not 
defined by our circumstance but by who Jesus is. Let us  
not look to the things of this world that will eventually fail 
us but may we all look to Jesus who is our greatest and 
highest joy.



When we view our 
circumstances in light of what 
Christ has already done for us, 

we can find joy, peace and 
strength through it all.
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 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up 
in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy 

Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait 
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you 

to eternal life. To him who is able to keep you 
from stumbling and to present you before his 

glorious presence without fault and with great joy 
- to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, 
power and authority, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen

Jude 1:20-21, 24-25 (NIV)





The Lord is my light and my salvation - whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life - 

of whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked 
advance against me to devour me, it is my 

enemies and my foes who will stumble and fall. 
Though an army besiege me, my heart will not 

fear; though war break out against me, even then 
I will be confident. One thing I ask from the Lord, 
this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the 
beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. 
For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in 
his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his 

sacred tent and set me high upon a rock. Then my 
head will be exalted  above the enemies who 

surround me; at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with 
shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the 

Lord.

Psalm 27:1-6 (NIV)



But there will be no gloom for her who was in 
anguish. In the former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made 

glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone. You have multiplied the 
nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice 

before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are 
glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of 

his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod 
of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in 
battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood
    will be burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a 

child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 

name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 

increase of his government and of peace there will 
be no end, on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness from this time forth 
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

do this.

Isaiah 9:1-7 (ESV)



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 

undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
who by God's power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a 

little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, so that the tested genuineness of 

your faith - more precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire - may be found to result 
in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you 
love him. Though you do not now see him, you 

believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the 

outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

1 Peter 1:3-9





In that day you will say: “I will praise you, Lord. 
Although you were angry with me, your anger has 
turned away and you have comforted me. Surely 
God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.
The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my 
defense; he has become my salvation.” With joy 

you will draw water from the wells of salvation. In 
that day you will say: “Give praise to the Lord, 
proclaim his name; make known among the 

nations what he has done, and proclaim that his 
name is exalted. Sing to the Lord, for he has done 
glorious things; let this be known to all the world. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for 

great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”

Isaiah 12:1-6 (ESV)



Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit 
be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and 
the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from 
the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I 

will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of 
my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; he 

makes my feet like the deer's; he makes me tread 
on my high places.

Habakkuk 3:16-18 (ESV)
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For All People

“In all things I have shown you that by working
hard in this way we must help the weak and
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how

he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’”

Acts 20:35 (ESV)

Typically around the holiday season we begin to shift 
the focus away from ourselves and toward others. Giving 
to charities increase while polite gestures and extending a 
helping hand for those in need become the norm. While 
focusing on others is a noble task and helping others is 
definitely commendable, how different would our world be 
if we all decided to live like this everyday of the year and 
not just during the holiday season? The Gospel calls us to 
reach beyond the holiday season, our comfort zone and 
personal preferences and calls us to reach into the lives of 
people every single day. The love of God has no 
boundaries or limits. It is this very love that calls us to 
extend our hearts to the people around us. When our 
hearts are focused on Jesus, when we are in tune with 
Christ we can clearly see the needs of ther and thus be 
compelled to meet the needs of others. May we all be 
challenged and committed to love others the way Christ 
loves us.



The Gospel calls us to reach 
beyond the holiday season, our 

comfort zone and personal 
preferences and calls us to 

reach into the lives of people 
every single day. 
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If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart 
one believes and is justified, and with the mouth 

one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture 
says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be 

put to shame.” For there is no distinction between 
Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 
bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For 

“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.” How then will they call on him in whom 

they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? 

And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? And how are they to preach unless 

they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who preach the good news!” But 
they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah 

says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard 
from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and 

hearing through the word of Christ.

Romans 10:9-17 (ESV)



O Come,
Let Us Adore Him,

Christ The Lord !



Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the  
good news of the kingdom and healing every 

disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he 
had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The 

harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask 
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field.”

Matthew 9:35-38 (NIV)



Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And 

when they saw him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 

the age.”

Matthew 28:16-20 (ESV)



 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the 

train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood 
the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he 

covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, 
and with two he flew. And one called to another 

and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the 
voice of him who called, and the house was filled 

with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am 
lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 
the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Then one 
of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a 
burning coal that he had taken with tongs from 
the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: 

“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 
taken away, and your sin atoned for.” And I heard 
the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 

Send me.” 

Isaiah 6:1-8 (ESV)



INGREDIENTS:
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
3/4 cup white sugar
1 pinch salt
1/3 cup boiling water
3 1/2 cups milk
3/4 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2 cup half-and-half cream

DIRECTIONS:
Combine the cocoa, sugar and pinch of 
salt in a saucepan. Blend in the boiling 
water. Bring this mixture to an easy 
boil while you stir. Simmer and stir for 
about 2 minutes. Watch that it doesn't 
scorch. Stir in 3 1/2 cups of milk and 
heat until very hot, but do not boil! 
Remove from heat and add vanilla. 
Divide between 4 mugs. Add the cream 
to the mugs of cocoa to cool it to 
drinking temperature.



My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. 

Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing 
a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in 

filthy old clothes also comes in. If you show 
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes 
and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to 
the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the 
floor by my feet,” have you not discriminated 

among yourselves and become judges with evil 
thoughts? Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: 
Has not God chosen those who are poor in the 

eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit 
the kingdom he promised those who love him? But 

you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich 
who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who 
are dragging you into court? Are they not the ones 

who are blaspheming the noble name of him to 
whom you belong? If you really keep the royal law 

found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing right. But if you show 

favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 
lawbreakers. For whoever keeps the whole law 
and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 

breaking all of it.

James 2:1-10 (NIV)



 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the 
test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in 
the Law? How do you read it?” And he answered, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You 
have answered correctly; do this, and you will 
live.” But he, desiring to justify himself, said to 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, 

“A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped 
him and beat him and departed, leaving him half 

dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that 
road, and when he saw him he passed by on the 
other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to 
the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 
where he was, and when he saw him, he had 
compassion. He went to him and bound up his 

wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him 
on his own animal and brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. And the next day he took out 
two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, 

saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you 
spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ Which 

of these three, do you think, proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 
He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And 

Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

Luke 10:25-37 (ESV)
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Glory To God

“Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up,
O ancient doors, that the King of glory may

come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord,
strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up,
O ancient doors, that the King of glory may
come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord

of hosts, he is the King of glory!”

Psalm 24:7-10 (ESV)

The goal of our life, our service and our witness can 
be summed up in three simple words, “Glory To God.” This 
is why we are here, this is why we exist, this is what 
Christmas is all about! God has displayed his glory through 
the giving of his Son so that the world, through him, might 
be saved. Christ has come as our King of glory. He has 
come as our Lord, mighty and strong. He has come as the 
door by which all men must pass to receive and experience 
the grace and mercy of God. Christ has come this 
Christmas in glorious power that we might embrace him 
wholly and completely. May we look to Christ as the 
greatest gift the world has ever known and may our hearts 
and lives forever reflect his honor and glory.



The goal of our life, our service 
and our witness can be summed 
up in three simple words, “Glory 

To God.” This is why we are 
here, this is why we exist, this 
is what Christmas is all about!
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Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this 
way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed 
to Joseph, before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And 

her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce 

her quietly. But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 

to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins.” All this 

took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 

means, God with us).

Matthew 1:18-23 (ESV)





And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy—the Son of God. And 

behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month 
with her who was called barren. For nothing will 

be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word.” And the angel departed 
from her.

Luke 1:35-38 (ESV)



 In those days Mary arose and went with haste 
into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she 

entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting 

of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she 

exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb! And why is this granted to me that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? For 

behold, when the sound of your greeting came to 
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the 
Lord.” And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices 
in God my Savior, for he has looked on the 

humble estate of his servant. For behold, from 
now on all generations will call me blessed; for he 
who is mighty has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who 
fear him from generation to generation. He has 

shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the 
proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has 

brought down the mighty from their thrones and 
exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the 
hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent 
away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
And Mary remained with her about three months 

and returned to her home.

Luke 1:39-56 (ESV)



In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 
was with child. And while they were there, the 
time came for her to give birth. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn.

Luke 2:1-7 (ESV)



INGREDIENTS:
1 cup butter, softened
1 cup white sugar
1 cup packed brown sugar
2 eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
2 teaspoons hot water
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
1 cup chopped walnuts

DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Cream 
together the butter, white sugar, and 
brown sugar until smooth. Beat in the 
eggs one at a time, then stir in the 
vanilla. Dissolve baking soda in hot 
water. Add to batter along with salt. 
Stir in flour, chocolate chips, and nuts. 
Drop by large spoonfuls onto ungreased 
pans. Bake for about 10 minutes or 
until edges are nicely browned.



 And in the same region there were shepherds out 
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with great fear. And the angel said 

to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom he is pleased!”

Luke 2:8:14 (ESV)



And we have seen and testify that the Father has 
sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abides in him, and he in God. So we have 
come to know and to believe the love that God 
has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in 

love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

1 John 4:14-16 (ESV)



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that 

was made. In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about 

the light, that all might believe through him. He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about 

the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. He came to his own, and his 

own people did not receive him. But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God, who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:1-14  (ESV)






