
Taking the Great Commandment Literally – Sermon Notes 

 

Luke 10:25-37 – The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do 

to inherit eternal life?” 

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 

robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest 

happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 

32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a 

Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He 

went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 

donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave 

them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 

expense you may have.’ 

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

Luke tells us that the question that begins this conversation is actually intended as a test of Jesus. 

“Teacher,” an expert in the Law asks, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Note: The fact that this 

Lawyer believes in eternal life indicates that he must be a Pharisee, as the Sadducees did not believe in 

this crucial doctrine.  In good Rabbinical fashion Jesus turns the question around upon the one who has 

brought it, asking what he thinks, and how the scripture reads to him. Note: If this expert in the law is 

indeed a Pharisee, he may be wearing Phylacteries (boxes containing the most sacred verses of 

scripture) on his forehead and his wrist. If that's the case Jesus may be asking what the scriptures the 

Lawyer is carrying around say!  

 

Jesus tells the Lawyer that he has answered well (verse 27 above), and that if he does this he will live. 

Wishing to justify himself (and place limits upon who he is required to love), the lawyer asks a follow-

up question. “And who is my neighbor?” 

 

In answer Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan, possibly the most famous of all the stories that 

Jesus told.  

 

Questions to Consider: 

 

1) How does this parable redefine our understanding of who our neighbors are? 
 
 



2) I what ways do you find yourself challenged by this story? 

 

 

3) What excuses do we sometimes make to convince ourselves that another's problem or need is not 

ours? 

 

 

Acts 17:26-27  

 

26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out 

their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would 

seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us.  

 

In Acts 17, Luke (quoting the Apostle Paul speaking in the Areopagus in Athens), suggests that God 

has placed us where we live (in our neighborhoods) for a reason.  

 

 

4) In what ways are you currently serving and glorifying God in your neighborhood? 

 
 

 

The late Mother Theresa once said, “I want you to be concerned about your next door neighbor. Do you 

know your next door neighbor?" 

 

 

5) How much do you know about the people who live on your block (or in your apartment building)? 

 
 
 

   - How many of their names do you know? 

    
 
 

   - Do you know what they do (or used to do) for a living?  

    
 
 

   - What else do you know about their stories? 

    

 

 

As a result of what you have learned by answering these questions, is there anything in your life that 

you need to change or surrender to God? 

 

 

 

 

“It is impossible to love God without loving our neighbor." 

Mother Teresa 
 


