
Pastor's Bible Study on Philippians 1:1-11 

Thanksgiving 

1 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, 

To all the [a]saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, [b]including the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace to 

you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer 

for you all, 5 in view of your [c]participation in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 For I am 

confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of 

Christ Jesus. 7 [d]For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my 

heart, since both in my [e]imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are 

partakers of grace with me. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the [f]affection of 

Christ Jesus. 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all 

discernment, 10 so that you may [g]approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and 

blameless [h]until the day of Christ; 11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes 

through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

Footnotes: 
a. Philippians 1:1 Or holy ones 

b. Philippians 1:1 Lit with 

c. Philippians 1:5 Or sharing in the preaching of the gospel 

d. Philippians 1:7 Lit Just as it is right 

e. Philippians 1:7 Lit bonds 

f. Philippians 1:8 Lit inward parts 

g. Philippians 1:10 Or discover; or distinguish between the things which differ 

h. Philippians 1:10 Or for 

 

 

OVERVIEW: Go to Bible Gateway and read through the entire book of Philippians at least twice 

(chapter one can be found at 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1&version=NASB). What appear to be 

the major themes of this letter? Using this information, select a 3 to 5 word title for the book. 

 

 

 

 

Read the passage for Session 1 (above) through two or three times. Write down anything that jumped 

out at you, seemed strange, or that left you with a question. 

 

 

 

 

Compare Philippians 1:1-2 with Galatians 1:1; Colossians 1:1, among Paul's letters. What's missing 

from the introduction in this letter? What might this indicate?  

 

 

 

(over) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29363a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29363b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29367c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29369d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29369e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29370f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29372g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29372h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#en-NASB-29363
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#en-NASB-29363
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#en-NASB-29367
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#en-NASB-29369
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#en-NASB-29369
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#en-NASB-29370
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#en-NASB-29372
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-11&version=NASB#en-NASB-29372
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1&version=NASB


What “structures” can be found in these verses? What points or statements do they tie together? Where 

is Paul writing this letter from? What does Paul pray for concerning this congregation?  

 

 

 

 

Where does this passage speak to our congregation today? To you personally? If you took this passage 

seriously, what changes would you need to make in your life? 

 

 

 

 


