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“General Conference Update!” 

Regular followers of this newsletter may recall that I have occasionally used this space to 
keep you informed about what’s happening in the denomination we are a part of (the United 
Methodist Church), including, most recently, back in August of 2020. With a major        
announcement having been made the last week of February, this month I want to catch you 
up on some new developments. 
 
On February 25th, the Commission responsible for planning General Conference once again 
postponed the “2020” General Conference. Held every four years, the Dakotas-Minnesota 
Annual Conferences were supposed to host the 2020 session last May at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center. The COVID-19 pandemic, of course, forced the cancellation of that 
gathering, and the Commission originally rescheduled it for late August through early    
September of 2021.  
 
With the vaccine rollout moving quite slowly in many Third World Nations, and the uncer-
tainty over continued travel bans, testing, and quarantine requirements, the Commission has 
once again concluded that an event bringing nearly 1000 delegates in from around the 
world will not yet be possible to hold this year. As a result they have postponed the 2020 
General Conference for the second time, rescheduling it now for August 29 – September 6, 
2022, once again in Minneapolis. 
 
That leaves the Church stuck in a difficult place. Only General Conference can set and    
approve our denominational budgets, meaning we are still operating with a quadrennial 
budget that was to expire at the end of 2020, and which is no longer sustainable. General 
Conference sets the number of Bishops as well, meaning that we are unable to add the five 
new episcopal leaders that had been recommended for Africa. Nor can we delete positions 
in areas where membership is declining. This also means that debate and votes on a variety 
of plans that would realign or re-structure The United Methodist Church, possibly into two 
or even three denominations, will be further delayed. 
 
In response to the further postponement of General Conference, the Council of Bishops  
initially called a Special One-Day Virtual Session of this quadrennial gathering. They 
hoped to be able to gain a quorum so that they could “suspend the rules” and use paper    
ballots to vote upon twelve pieces of legislation (amendments to the Book of Discipline) 
that would have enabled the church to effectively continue its work until the postponed 
2020 General Conference can be held in 2022. Pushback from some General Conference 
Delegates who disagreed with the direction of that legislation, as well as from the Church in 
Africa, which would have faced significant technological hurdles to participate, caused the 
Council of Bishops to later withdraw the call for that special session.  
 
Frankly, given the rate of vaccine rollout in most Third World Nations, it’s entirely possible 
that it may not be feasible for General Conference to gather in 2022 either, a reminder that 
our first task must be to get COVID-19 under control. In the meantime, may we continue to 
seek God’s leading for the future of HIS church! 
 
In Christ, 
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Cut-Ups 
 

A few notes from Bundles of Love:  
 
We still haven’t received word as to when we will be allowed back in our Assisi Heights 
workroom.  But, in anticipation of our return, we would like to be ready to hit the floor  
running.  Would you be willing to help get our workroom back in shape?  We are asking 
for help dusting the shelves, wiping off the tables, defrosting the refrigerator, general   
organizing, washing thread catchers, etc.  It would be helpful to have a list of helpers that 
we could call upon when we receive the word.  Contact Sharon at 507-288-0592 and sign 
up for a task. 

 
A big thank you to all our volunteers that continue to sew/cut at home.  We are keeping up with our             
inventory because of YOU. Items to be cut or sewn can be dropped off/picked up at 4522 5th Street NW in  
Rochester.  Call ahead at 507-288-0592 to set up a date/time. 
 
Our knitters/crocheters have been so busy making sweaters and hats that we ran out of storage room!  We 
will delay accepting any more sweaters until June 1st. 

 
There is a new bench outside the main entrance. This was gifted to 
Evangel in memory of Herb Hess who died in August 2018.  If you were 
fortunate enough to know Herb, he had a friendly welcoming smile for 
all. The Memorials Committee felt the bench was a welcoming addition 
as an appropriate gift in Herb’s memory.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Roger Barsness, Lou Zitnay, Mike Craven, Jon Kroening, 
Mike Aakre & Jim Klepper for installation. 

Herb Hess Memorial  

Roger Ormand - Change of Address & Phone Number  
 
After living in Rochester for 66 years, Roger Ormand will be 
moving to Brightondale Senior Campus in New Brighton, MN.  
His new address and telephone number is: 
 

2700 Rice Creek Road  Apt 304 
New Brighton, MN  55112 
651-340-3053 (will not have voicemail) 
 
Roger is looking forward to being closer to his son Tom, his wife Jolene, and his grandchildren.  We pray for 
an easy transition and joy in his new home.  

tel:507-288-0592
tel:507-288-0592
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday……………………………………………..Live Stream Worship at 8:49 am and 10:30 am 
Every Sunday……………………………………………..Live Stream Children’s Church TV Show at 9:55 am 
Every Sunday - Wednesday…………………………….Virtual Sunday School for all ages  
Throughout May…………………………………………..Spring Connect Groups  
May 1……………………………………………………….Mega Kids Camp Early Bird Registration begins 
May 16……………………………………………………...Kids Club Year End Picnic at Camp Victory 
July 26 - 29………………………………………………….Mega Kids Camp 

Kids Club Year End Picnic and “Fun and Game Fair”  
 

Sunday, May 16 | 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm | Camp Victory - 58212 403rd Ave, Zumbro Falls, MN 55991 
 

It has been an awesome year for Evangel Kids Club!  We have been able to 
meet every month with safe outside activities all year long. We will close out this 
year’s Kids Club with an exciting  “Fun and Game Fair” on Sunday, May 16.  
We’ll meet at Evangel at 1:30 pm and carpool for a short 15 minute drive to 
Camp Victory in Zumbro Falls where we’ll enjoy a variety of activities including 
archery, slingshots, tomahawk chop, mini-zipline, and laser tag.  All activities will 
be supervised by trained Camp Victory counselors. Cost is $10.00; scholarships 
available. This is for all kids, youth, families and friends.  To sign up go to     
evangelum.org > Kids Club or click the following link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e48a4ae22a6f49-maykids 

Evangel Virtual Sunday School 
 

These faithful and dedicated teachers are investing as many as 8 hours a week to prepare, film, edit and add videos 
to their Sunday School classes for our children. Their work has been outstanding and amazing. You can watch it by 
following these simple steps:  
 

Go to www.evangelum.org 
Click www.evangelsundayschool.org 
Select which grade to view 
Click “Please click here to start your class!”  

       (multi-colored hand graphic) > > > > > > > > > > > > > >  
 
Our teachers are providing relational continuity to all our students each and every week even though many of them 
are also working full time and dealing with COVID 19 in their own families. Thank you Evangel Sunday School 
teachers for stepping into this dark moment in time with the light of Jesus!  
 

Evangel Virtual Sunday School to Conclude May 16 
 

We want to thank our faithful Sunday School teachers for an amazing year. We may have all had to endure a 
worldwide pandemic, but Evangel Sunday School never missed a beat!  Special thanks to these teachers:  

 
Nursery 3’s & Pre K:  Andy & Jamie McCright 
Kindergarten & Grade 1:  Leon and Linda Gregg 
Grade 2 & 3:    Mark Clark & Holly Evans 
Grade 4 & 5 :    Leslie Clark, David Linden, Gerald Norman &  
    Wendy Norman 
Grade 6 - 8:    Russ Bruhnke 
Grade 9 -12:     Mandi Ellenbaum, Amy Johnson,  
    Mike Craven & Jan Bruhnke 

http://www.evangelum.org
http://www.evangelsundayschool.org
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“Feed the Need” Food Drive – A Compelling Portrait of Our Community in Action!  
 

On Saturday, April 24, Evangel Church and Christian     
Education invited our entire city for our first ever food drive 
for the Salvation Army Food Shelf. The need for food has 
increased 500% during the pandemic and over 550 families 
utilize the Salvation Army Food Shelf for essential needs.  
The event was attended by Rochester Mayor Kim Norton, 
Sherriff Kevin Torgerson, city leaders and hundreds of   
others, all uniting together to care for those struggling with 
hunger.  
 
Thousands of dollars of food items were received by over 
50 volunteers throughout Rochester. Hundreds of people 
flooded the Evangel parking lot eager to share food       
donations with those in need.  As a result, a massive food 
wall 200 feet long was created, a compelling portrait of 
what our community can do when we come together for a common purpose.  Music from “Light 45” created a          
festive atmosphere while food trucks provided great meals for our guests.  Mascots provided fun entertainment and    
hospitality, and multiple local media outlets covered the outreach. Love was in the air! 
 
We pray that those who receive food will not only get to eat, but know they are not alone.  An entire community 
stands behind them in these difficult days.  We thank God for His anointing on the event and the generosity of His 
people who were the catalysts of such a compelling and meaningful event. This is our purpose at Evangel Church: to 
love God, love people and be the hands and feet of Christ in the world.  (more pictures on page 10) 
 

 

The Evangel Children’s Church TV Show – Continuing All Summer 
 
The Children’s Church TV Show has been airing approximately 5 minutes after the 
conclusion of the 8:49 a.m. service and no later than 9:55 a.m. It is also available    
anytime throughout the week.  We will continue the show at least through August.  
Bible teaching, science experiments, videos, storytelling, crafts, games and snack   
ideas are all included.   
 
This year we are studying “Major Stories of the Bible”, covering over 35 of the most 
exciting and impactful stories in all of Scripture. This month we will look at Pentecost 
and the stories of the early church.  Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven will teach with Tim 
Morgan on production.  We hope all children and adults will tune in for the TV show.  
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Mega Kids Camp - “Legendary: Journey to the Hall of Fame” 
 

July 26-29 | Early Bird Registration Begins May 1 
  
Evangel Christian Education and our SE Minnesota church partners will bring sports, arts, and the Gospel to 
children for our 9th Annual Mega Kids Camp. Kids will learn from Jesus how to become legendary like Jesus.  
Camp is still scheduled for July 26 – 29.  We will continue to monitor CDC protocols to offer the safest camp 
possible.  Here are a few highlights:  
  

• Horse Camp will be back, offering two levels of horse 

   training 
• Special guest speaker 

• New Adventure Camp options 

  
NEW FOR 2021: 
 

Pet Care & Training 
  
Children will learn about God’s  
animals that bless our lives as 
pets.  We will have veterinarians 
share how they help our pets when 
they hurt.  Dog and horse trainers 
will give insight on how to help our 
pets obey and live happier lives. 
This track will be everything pets 
all week. 

Adventure Track Expansion 
 
To accommodate activities for all ages, we are expanding our popular adven-
ture track into two: Track 1 for ages 5 to 7, and Track 2 for ages 8 to 12. All of 
your favorite Adventure games will be back, including laser tag, soccer      
boppers, archery tag, and large inflatables, with new and exciting options   
added for each age level to keep the Adventure Track soaring!    

Early Bird Registration 
 

May 1 – July 1 $30.00 
After July 1  $40.00 

Eligible children should have received a notice of registration in the mail or you can go directly to the Evangel 
website to register starting May 1  
 

Volunteers 
We need volunteers to help with various needs of the camp such as snacks, huddle coaches, registration 
“runners” and more. Check the website for volunteer information.  We need all hands on deck for this one! 
  
Ready to sign up?  
There are several registration options for you to choose from.  Starting May 1 go to www.evangelum.org and 
follow the MEGA Kids Camp link to register. You may also print the registration material from our website and 
drop it off/mail it to Evangel. 
 
Save the date today, invite kids, and get ready for the camp everyone will be talking about this summer: 
MEGA Kids Camp! 

http://www.evangelum.org
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Youth News 
Russ Bruhnke (rebuhnke@gmail.com) 507- 226-1138 

Jan Bruhnke 507-272-2905 
 
The last month of the Sunday School year is upon us. This month, the flowers will start blooming 
(hopefully) and we will see God’s creative power at work as everything starts to green up. Spring 
shows us that even when it doesn’t seem so, God is present, and in due time you will see the work 
of His hand. This is true even in your relationship with Him. He is always ready to let new life 
bloom in and through you! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday, May 15 at 7:00 pm - Senior High Outdoor Pizza 
Party & Bonfire (Russ & Jan Bruhnke’s house - 5068 Tara 
Lane SW, Rochester, MN 55902) 
 
Sunday, May 16 - Last day of Sunday School and Youth Group 
 

Mission Trip Information 
 

Mission Service Opportunity (MSO) 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, the mission trip to South Dakota has been cancelled. However, we 
are going to do mission service in our own community! The daily schedule will be very similar to 
our normal mission trip, except... you get to sleep in your own bed! This will be a great opportunity 
to bring God’s Kingdom right here in Rochester. There is tremendous need here and this will allow 
us to have an impact.  The following youth and adults will be participating: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to sign up, please let Russ know.  It 
would be great to have at least two more adults for the 
crews.  Other adults will be needed to help with food. 
Jan Bruhnke would appreciate more help with this. 
 
In Christ’s Love 
Russ Bruhnke, Youth Director 

Youth Adults 

Cooper Hull Russ Bruhnke 

Hailey Long Mandi Ellenbaum 

Garrett Hermanson Andy McCright 

Michael McCright Michelle Wermers 

Ciara Albrecht Janda Ferguson 

Nick Bruhnke  

Leia Spencer  

Evie Ellenbaum  

Payton Evans  

Ella Hanson  

Ruth Walters  

Maddie Ferguson  

Theo Wermers  

mailto:rebuhnke@gmail.com
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging 
the people of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/

adults become active in mission projects.  Community Ministries is      
committed to changing lives across the street and throughout the        

Rochester area. 

Though Community Ministries hasn’t met in 2021, we continue to support Rochester ministries and 
activities at Evangel.  This included underwriting the costs of the “Feed the Need” food drive which 
took place on Saturday, April 24 in the Evangel parking lot. 
 
The following volunteer opportunities are available: 
 
Assist at The Landing at Silver Lake Station, a day care     
center for the homeless located at the former Silver Lake Fire 
Station.  Contact Alex Hurlebaus at 507-319-1212.  2-3 hour 
shifts can be made at: www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0d4fa5ab23a7fec-thelanding. For more information, 
contact Norm Meeks at 507-254-0785. 
 
Rochester Family Service, a non-profit agency that assists seniors and 
those with disabilities, is looking for volunteers to help with spring yard 
clean up.  To get involved contact Jennell Loeffler at 507-287-2010 or   
volunteering@rochesterservicerochester.org.  
 
The activities and ministries we supported in 2020 are listed in the January 2021 Reporter. If you 
have questions or ideas for outreach projects, contact Jackie Hall, Community Ministries Chair, at 
507-358-4354 or any of the Community Ministries Team: Dennis Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim 
Cooper, Phyllis Hammes, Roanna Vine and Susan Rader. 

Mission Team 
 
The Evangel Mission Team met in April, reviewed correspondence and author-
ized financial support for Joel and Julie Workman of Greater European Missions.  
The newsletters we receive from the missionaries and missions we support can 
be viewed by going to evangelum.org > Ministries > Missionaries. 
 
If there is any mission or missionary listed on the Evangel webpage you would 
like to support financially, mail or drop off a check to Evangel and designate 
which mission you are supporting.   
 
We recently received the autobiography “Compelled by Love” by Lowell            
Williamson, father of Rod Williamson, a missionary we support doing work in   
Taiwan. Lowell was also a missionary in Taiwan and spent time discipling in    
China.  The book is available for checkout from the book shelf just outside the 
church office.  

We urge you to be in prayer as COVID 19 precautions are gradually being relaxed, and for our missionary 
and mission partners as they deal with the pandemic.  If you have questions or ideas about Missions, 
don’t hesitate to contact any member of our team: Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg, 
Norm Meeks and Jim Cooper.   

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab23a7fec-thelanding
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab23a7fec-thelanding
mailto:volunteering@rochesterservicerochester.org
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Prayer Requests – Please Pray For 
 

• Pastor Ken Rogers – receiving care at Season’s 
Hospice.  Prayers of peace and comfort 

 

• Kelly Axford – recovering at home following triple     
bypass.  Prayers for healing and recovery 

 

• Marlyn Swee – underwent knee replacement surgery 
on 4/8.  Prayers for healing and recovery 

 

• Cathy Swee – began 6 weeks of radiation treatment 
for lung cancer on 4/12.  Prayers for health  

 

• Glenda Hampton – James Gregg’s mother-in-law.  
Underwent heart transplant on 4/10.  Prayers for 
healing, recovery, and prayers of comfort for her 
family 

 

• Sylvia Fishel – underwent total knee replacement 
surgery on 4/12.  Prayers for healing and recovery  

 

• Healthcare workers 

Cultivating a Grateful Heart 
 

“The Lord has done good things for us, and we are filled with Joy.” 
 

 - Psalms 126:3 
 

“Careful for nothing, prayerful for everything, thankful for anything.”   
 

 - Dwight L. Moody 
 
Journaling: Where did you see God in your life today? 

Celebrating Mother’s Day on May 9 
 

What is one special memory you have of your mom,  
grandmother, or other special woman in your life? 

National Nurses Week 
 

We celebrate Nurses Week every year from May 6 to May 12 to shine a 
spotlight on the incredible nurses (registered nurses, nurse practitioners, 
LPNs, school nurses, nurse researchers, educators, public health nurses, 
student nurses and others) across the country that have devoted their lives 
to the betterment of the lives of others. 
 
Nurses Week is an annual celebration of all nurses around the world, and 
what they do for their communities. It's our time to recognize, appreciate, 
and invest in the nurses we know or work with every day, as well as the  
entire nursing industry as whole. 
 
May God Continue to Bless your ministry to others.  

https://www.trustedhealth.com/blog/2020-further-investment-and-better-care-for-nurses
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For Those Who Are Grieving 

Grief Support Barb Schroeder 
Grief Counselor 

507-288-8152 
bjschroeder@charter.net 

Each month we will highlight a chapter from the book, “A, B, C’s of Healthy Grieving: A Companion for Everyday 
Coping” by Harold Ivan Smith.  
 

D - Do the paperwork and ask for help. 
 
When you experience the death of a loved one, there are layers of paperwork.  Not only did your love one die, but 
the death must be officialized and notarized. This highlights the importance of having an up-to-date will. 
 

When a person dies, the paperwork starts with the obituary. Having clarity and accurate facts are important, as well 
as sharing the passions of the one who died.  Have others help you and check for accuracy.  Most newspapers have 
helpful information about writing an obituary. One way to help your family is to write your own obituary. 
 
It’s in the more complicated paperwork that causes greater stress.  But don’t worry, there is no need to be afraid.  
Those who have been down the same path are available to offer counsel through the legal, financial, and emotional 
maze. When you come across a hurdle, ask for help.  
 
I CAN do the paperwork and ask for help.  

Care Note - “Losing Your Mom” 
 

For many of us, Mother’s Day can be bittersweet.  We enjoy the recognition and attention for us as mothers, but for 
those of us who have lost our mothers, it can be a hard day.  And if you have lost a wife, its not only difficult for you, 
but for your children as well. 
 

Just outside the Evangel Office we have “Care Notes” to help us deal with our feelings of loss.  The Care Note for 
May is “Losing Your Mom”.  Moms are the “connectors” between siblings after the children grown up.  You can call 
her and she’ll know everything that’s going on.  Moms are “nurturers”, caring for us and making us feel loved.  
Moms are our “protectors”, shielding us from harm and praying for our health.  But for some of us, we may not 
have the perfect relationship with our mother.  With a mother’s death there is the lost opportunity to make peace 
face-to-face. This is a different loss - the loss of hope that things will get better.  During the month of May, be gentle 
with yourself and take time to remember the good memories of your mom.  Celebrate your memories by telling     
stories about her. 
 

The Care Note titled “Losing your Wife” is also available outside the office for those who have suffered the loss of a 
spouse. For some, the combination of losing their wife and mother can be even more challenging this time of year. 
Be caring and compassionate with yourself and your family as you grieve. 
 

In memory of my mother I am going to make the cake she always made for 
my birthday: angel food cake with whipped cream and fresh raspberries. 
This made my January birthday better by giving me the hope of spring.  Not 
only did she make me cake for my birthday, but also BBQ ribs with green 
beans and baked potatoes.  This sounds like something I will be enjoying in 
May. 
 

Is there something special you will do to remember your mother or your 
wife? You might consider getting flowers to celebrate their lives, writing a 
letter to them, or looking at family pictures.  
 

Blessings to each of you who are missing your mom and/or wife this Mother’s Day.      
 
- Barb Schroeder 
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Online & Technology 

“Feed the Need” Food Drive – A Compelling Portrait of Our Community in Action (Cont.) 



May 2021 

 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  

Every Sunday 

 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:30 am - Coffee Time 
(ZOOM) 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service LIVE STREAM 
 

9:55 am - Sunday School 
ONLINE 

 

10:00 am - Jr. & Sr.  High 
Sunday School (ZOOM) 

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-
PERSON) 
 

 

7:00 pm - Youth Group 
(ZOOM) 

1:15 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
  
7:00 pm - The Minor    
Prophets Study Group 
(ZOOM) 
 
7:30 pm - Al-Anon (223) 

7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal 
As Required (Sanctuary)  

6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

    

25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

  
 

     

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
  6:30 pm - Missions         

Committee (221) 
 
8:00 - Refresh, Renew, 
Reconnect - For Women 
(ZOOM) 

 6:30 pm - “Take a Hike” 
Connect Group (Quarry 
Hill) 

 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 7:00 pm - Boy Scouts 
(Gym) 

6:30 pm - Christian Education 
(ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - American Heritage 
Girls Board  Meeting (223) 
 
7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (Sanctuary) 
 
 

1:00 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 
 
 

6:30 pm - “Take a Hike” 
Connect Group (Quarry 
Hill) 
 
6:30 pm - Finance     
Committee (ZOOM) 

7:00 pm - Piano Recital 
(Sanctuary) 

7:00 pm - Senior High 
Outdoor Pizza Party & 
Bonfire (Russ & Jan 
Bruhnke’s house) 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
LAST DAY OF VIRTUAL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL & 
YOUTH GROUP 
 
 
2:00 pm - Kids Club End of 
the Year Picnic (Camp   
Victory) 

6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

6:30 pm - American  Heritage 
Girls End of the Year     
Ceremony (Gym) 

 6:30 pm - “Take a Hike” 
Connect Group (Quarry 
Hill) 

 4:00 pm - Piano 
Recital (Sanctuary) 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
  7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 

Session (Sanctuary) 
 

 9:30 am - Older Folders 
(224) 

  

30 31 Office Closed 1 2 3 4 5 
       



Evangel United Methodist Church 
2645 North Broadway 
Rochester, MN  55906 
 
 
(Address Service Requested) 
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PAID 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

Worship Services & Sunday School 
 

8:49 am - Live Stream Contemporary Service 

All Week - Virtual Sunday School Class (by graded 

classroom) www.evangelsundayschool.org 

9:55 am - Live Stream Children’s Church TV Show 

10:30 am - Live Stream and “In-person” Traditional Service  

 

All Are Welcome! 
 


