
Busy days ahead: 

January—A new MAF staff family 

arrived in Sentani to begin orientation. 

February—Another new staff family 

arrived and will begin orientation. Joel 

takes a ministry trip with HIS to 

Kosarek, in the mountains of Papua.   

March—planned ferry flight of airplane 

from Sentani to Nampa, Idaho.  Plane 

is prepped and documents are ready.   

April—Dick plans to attend leadership 

meetings in Jakarta 

May — One more Caravan avionics 

upgrade project.  May 20 is Joel’s 

graduation. 

June 14—we begin furlough.  

July  through year end 2020 and into 

2021 we will be on furlough.  These 

months in the States are aimed at 

settling Joel into college and visiting 

family, churches and individuals 

standing with us in ministry.  We look 

forward to this time away from the 

program and we are working now to 

find coverage for our regular duties.  

Since our house will be needed by our 

program, we will need to move our 

household goods into storage before 

we leave.   

It’s a quiet day in the hangar, most of our national staff are off 

for a special holiday.  There are some important flights that 

needed to happen today, so there are a few of us in to help 

support those.  I enjoy days like these because I can usually get 

around to larger projects which I’ve been wanting to do.  Today 

I find myself thinking about some things.   

I’m thinking about how grateful I am for the national staff that I 

work with in the hangar on a daily basis.  The reality is that 

without their hearts toward ministry and the efforts they put in 

each day, our shop could not keep up with the requirements of 

maintaining a fleet of aircraft.  Without their attention to parts 

shipments and inventory management, we would not have 

what we need when it’s needed.  Without their faithful 

reminders to me of the importance of fun, this could be a much 

grumpier place.   

I’m thinking about the team of MAF staff that I am privileged to 

help lead.  MAF mechanics from many different walks of life 

have chosen to leave their home countries and come to ... →  
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...serve the people of Indonesia.  They come because God has laid a 

task before them to care for people who are some of the most 

difficult  in the world to reach, literally.  Our airplanes bring hope to 

small little airstrips and rivers that are indeed at the end of the world.   

I’m thinking about our MAF team in the capital of Jakarta.  The governmental bureaucracy they face on a 

regular basis is exhausting, and they do it with servant hearts and smiles on their faces.  The amount of 

administration that takes place in our Jakarta office requires a team of ten people, just to keep up.  They do 

everything from receiving new MAF staff into the language training program, to applying for and renewing 

mechanic and pilot licenses; from running a guesthouse to welcome transiting families and greeting guests 

arriving at the international airport in the middle of the night.  Once again, without these dedicated and loving 

people, my service here in Papua would be impossible.   

I’m thinking about a loving God who created me and redeemed 

me for his purposes.  I was recently reminded that I began 

working in Indonesia 28 years ago.  My story revolves around 

the realization that God made me with specific gifts and talents 

so that I could be used to bring glory to his name.  The food, 

the medicine, the life saving resources that MAF airplanes carry 

are the declarations of God’s glory.  I think about that … but not 

often enough.   

 

Some days it’s important to think.  Thank you for the part you play in 

allowing us to bring glory to God in this place.   

Serving together, 

Dick and Mary Martin 
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