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There is a regular rhythm to life in the Church. That’s a part of what I believe we’ve all 
missed during the pandemic. There is the weekly rhythm of gathering with family and 
friends every Sunday for worship and Sunday School, of course, but the rhythms are also 
found within the seasons of the Church year. We begin the new Church year with the  
season of Advent somewhere around late November or early December, and close it with 
the Sundays after Pentecost.  
 
By the time you receive this newsletter we’ll be just a few days from observing another 
Lent. Lent is a 40 day period leading up to Easter. It actually spans 46 days, but because 
every Sunday is a little celebration of Christ’s resurrection, the six Sundays aren’t        
actually considered to be a part of Lent!  
 
Last year as Lent began only healthcare workers and people aged 65 and above were    
eligible to receive one of the three approved vaccines against Covid-19. Our               
Contemporary Service was closed to “in-person” attendance, and our Traditional Service 
was only partially opened. As a result we offered all of our Wednesday Lenten services 
over the noon hour, including our Ash Wednesday Service, and made them available on 
our YouTube channel for folks to access later that day from home. 
 
Much has changed in a year. As of February 17th, 88.4% of Olmsted County residents age 
5 and up have been vaccinated. Many of those who have not been vaccinated have likely 
had Covid and carry some degree of residual immunity. For that matter there have been a 
number of breakthrough infections, particularly from the highly infectious Omicron     
variant. But infections locally are now plummeting dramatically; the vaccination effort 
has been effective; and there are a growing number of therapies available to treat Covid.  
 
And so this year, as we continue to reopen our ministries, we’ll once again be offering our 
Ash Wednesday Service in the evening (at 6:30 p.m. on March 2nd) so that ALL can     
attend in person. For the next five Wednesdays we’ll be offering brief, half-hour worship 
experiences over the noon hour (from 12:15 to 12:45 actually) so that anyone who can get 
free for lunch can join us. Our “retired” Pastors, Susie O’Connell and Dave Laechel, will 
be joining me in preaching at these services. While our plans are still being finalized, 
we’re leaning towards building these services around Elaine Heath’s book entitled Five 
Means of Grace: Experience God's Love the Wesleyan Way. A “Means of Grace” 
simply refers to a tool or discipline that we engage in to grow our faith, an appropriate 
theme for Lent! The services will also be livestreamed on our YouTube page and       
available for viewing later for those who cannot get away over lunch! 
 
We hope you’ll join us this year, in-person if at all possible.  
 
In Christ, 
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Happy Birthdays 

Thank You From Bill & Susie O’Connell and Family 
 

“Words cannot express our deep appreciation for all the many acts of love and kindness we have 
received from you, our church family, during this difficult time in losing our son-in-law, Mike. Your 
prayers and love have not only been felt, but enabled us to go forth in God's love.  We are truly 
blessed and thank God for each of you.  Thank you and God bless and keep you always.” 
 

- Bill & Susie O’Connell, Missy, Jake & Logan Galer, Jen & Steve Hull and Family 

 

Change of Address for Denny Butterbaugh 
 

14901 Carey Rd. Unit 239 
Carmel, IN 46033  

Cut-Ups at Assisi Heights 
 

Wednesday, March 2 | 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  
1001 14th St NW, Rochester, MN 55901  
 

Contact person: Brenda Gaskell  humbird5@charter.net 
507-281-5647 
More info can be found at  https://www.bundlesoflove.org  

Harriet Borst celebrated 
her 100th birthday on 
Friday, February 18. 
Happy Birthday Harriet! 

Kaye Walton celebrated her 
85th birthday on Saturday, 
February 26.  If you’d like to 
send her a card, it can be 
mailed to: 2639 25th Ave 
SE, Rochester, MN 55904.  
Happy Birthday Kaye! 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=14901%20Carey%20Rd.%20Unit%20239%20Carmel,%20IN%2046033
mailto:humbird5@charter.net
https://www.bundlesoflove.org


Page 3 March 2022 

Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday………………………………………….. Evangel in-person Sunday School  
Every Sunday at 9:55 am…………………………….. Evangel Children’s Church TV Show 
Throughout March…………………………………….. Winter Connect Groups 
Throughout March……………………………………..“Noisy Offering” collection for Missions 
Throughout March…………………………………….. Training for Mega Kids Camp Registration Software    
Wednesday, March 2…………………………………..Ash Wednesday / Lent Begins 
Tuesday, March 8 …………………………………….. Christian Education Meeting 
Sunday, March 20…………………………………….. Ice Skating at the Rec Center 
Monday, March 21……………………………………. Mega Kids Camp Early Bird Registration opens  
Throughout April………………………………………. Spring Connect Groups 
Saturday, April 16………………………………………Easter Egg Hunt (tentative) 
Saturday, April 30………………………………………Feed The Need 2 - Community Food Wall at Evangel 

Kids Club Sponsored Event – Ice Skating at Rec Center 
Sunday, March 20 | 2:30 – 4:00 pm 
21 Elton Hills Dr NW, Rochester, MN 55901 
FREE 
 
March Kids Club will find us twirling and gliding across the ice at the Rochester   
Recreation Center.  Evangel is reserving a rink all to ourselves, so invite your 
friends and family; this is for everyone!  Don’t have skates? No problem! Skates are 
available to rent at no charge (mention you are part of the Evangel group to receive 
free skate rental).  Families with young children can let them wear boots instead of 
skates.  The Rec Center also provides “walkers” for those who are just learning or 
want to be careful.  Come skate the day away with your Evangel family and friends.  
Please arrive at the Rec Center by 2:15 pm. To sign up, click  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A4AE22A6F49-march1  
or visit evangelum.org > scroll down > Kids Club. Contact Jim or Clancy with any         
questions.  We’ll see you on the ice this March.   

In-person Sunday School at Evangel – Safe and Ready for You to Attend 
 

Christian Education is offering in-person classes for children (Nursery 3’s to 
Grade 12) as well as one adult class every Sunday. We have strong,      
efficient Covid protocols in place.  At present we are requiring masks, have 
assigned classrooms throughout the building to avoid congestion at the end 
of class, and suggest social distancing within the classroom.  Every room is 
cleaned thoroughly.  The Evangel staff and Church Council are always     
up-to-date on Covid numbers, protocols, and CDC recommendations.  
Safety is always our number one priority. 
 

Sunday School is designed so students can start anytime during the year without the worry of falling      
behind.  We will be ready and waiting for you to come back when you feel comfortable.  We hope to see 
you this spring in Sunday School if the time is right for you.  

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=14901%20Carey%20Rd.%20Unit%20239%20Carmel,%20IN%2046033
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Select Ongoing Winter Connect Groups Available Throughout March  
Many of our Winter Connect Groups are complete or well into their study, but we do have several 
groups that are still meeting and can take new members at any time. Check out these groups that are 
still available: 

A Bible Study on “The Screwtape Letters”  
by C.S Lewis 
Discipleship Level: 301 
Teacher:  Brian Nass 
Location:  Zoom 
Date/Time:  Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 
Duration:  Through March 22 

“Pickleball for Everyone” 
Discipleship Level: 101 
Teacher:  Mike & Clancy Craven 
Location:  Evangel Gym 
Date/Time:  Tuesdays at 6:30 pm 
Duration:  Through February 22 

Wednesday Lenten Worship 
Location:  Zoom, live-stream and  
   in-person  
Date/Time:   Wednesdays at 12:00 pm 
Duration:  March 2 - April 13 

Bowling at Bowlocity 
Discipleship Level: 101 
Leader:  Andy McCight 
Date/Time:   Thursdays from  
   12:00—1:00pm 
Location:  Bowlocity (across the street    
   from Evangel) 
Duration:  Throughout March 

Give to the Lord Through Evangel’s “Noisy Offering Box”  

The “noisy offering box” has been a hit with 
kids and adults.  After two years of not being 
able to gather in the classroom, we are    
reintroducing stewardship and gift giving to 
the Lord in Sunday School. Currently our 
children are selecting their favorite missions 
to give the money from the Noisy Treasury 
Box to. Six different missions are being   
considered and will be revealed this month. 

Coming Up in Evangel Christian Education 
Don’t miss these important dates coming this spring: 
 

April (TBD)  Kids Club Naturalist Presentation and Hike at Quarry Hill Park 
Throughout April Spring Connect Groups 
April 16  Easter Egg Hunt (tentative) 
April 30  “Feed The Need 2” Community Food Wall.  Raising funds for the Salvation Army 
   Food  

Evangel Children’s Church TV Show - Lent Leading to Easter 
 
The Children’s Church TV Show airs between the first and second service every 
Sunday (airing approximately 5 minutes after the conclusion of the 8:49 am          
service, and no later than 9:55 am).  It is also available to watch throughout the 
week.  Bible teaching, science experiments, videos, storytelling, crafts, games and 
snack ideas are all included.    
 
This March we will record episode #103!  We never thought we’d be online this long, 
but we do whatever it takes to keep kids connected to Jesus.  This month we begin a 
New Series entitled “LENT” which will take us into April.  This series will examine all 
the great stories of Palm Sunday, Jesus’ life as he journeyed to the cross, and    
Easter.  Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven will teach with Tim Morgan on production.  
We hope you can tune in every week!  
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Mega Kids Camp - Early Bird Registration Opens March 21   
 

 

Mega Kids Camp 2022 
“Heart of A Champion” 

 

July 25 – 28, 2022 
National Volleyball Center at Century High School  

 
Adventure 1 & 2 – Soccer – Horses & Trail Ride – Creative Arts – Basketball – Cheerleading – Weather &     

Wildlife Pet Care & Training (New) – Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Evangel UMC, Autumn Ridge, Rochester Sports Mentorship Academy & Emmanuel Lutheran Church,       
Crosswinds Church 

 

Check your mailbox in early March for the Early Bird Registration Letter.  Mega Kids Camp will be prepared to 
have a safe camp whether that’s in-person, limited in-person, or virtual. 
 
We are investing in new registration software and an independent website to make the registration process as 
friendly and efficient as possible.  New church partners in addition to our returning partners will help us reach 
more kids this year! 
 
Our theme for 2022, “Heart of a Champion” will have kids reaching for Jesus!  A new Pet 
Track will add a new and exciting flavor to camp.  Mega the Mascot, Rochester’s best 
coaches, rallies, snacks, huddle coaches, prizes, music, and celebrity appearances will be 
back to provide a camp for kids to have fun and meet Jesus their savior.   
 
Save the date and tell your friends about Mega Kids Camp. And don’t miss the Early Bird 
Registration March 21.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Evangel’s Mega Kids Camp Investing in “CAMPSITE” Registration Software 
 

Christian Education is making a sizable investment in new registration software that will make the Mega Kids 
Camp experience that much better for families.  Our new software vendor for registration is CAMPSITE and   
has powerful tools to make registration easy.  
 
Mega Kids Camp is a large and active camp which requires many waivers.  There are general waivers,    
waivers to ride a bus (for select tracks), waivers to ride a horse, waivers to jump on large inflatables, etc.  
 
CAMPSITE will provide one-stop shopping for track selection and waiver submissions that will save parents 
time and trouble. CAMPSITE will also alleviate the Evangel staff and Registration Team hours and hours of 
time to acquire the many different waivers required for camp and other registration details. Cost of CAMPSITE 
will be offset by a very small cost increase and saving time for Evangel staff to administrate the registration 
process.  

This year, Mega Kids Camp will be easier than ever to sign up! 
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Lent begins March 2 and concludes on April 14 

 

While Advent is a celebration and a time of great anticipation, Lent is more frequently seen as a time of solemn 
observance and preparation for the celebration of the death and resurrection of Jesus at Easter. From its start 
on Ash Wednesday until its conclusion on Easter Sunday, Lent has been a traditional time for fasting or giving 
something up or abstinence. Just as we carefully prepare for events in our personal lives, as a wedding or 
birthday, a commencement Lent invites us to make our minds and hearts ready for remembering Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection. 
 

These days, Christians around the world observe Lent in many ways. Many from more orthodox and traditional 
denominations will still observe the fast, beginning with the wearing of ashes on Ash Wednesday and absti-
nence of meat, fish, eggs, and fats until Easter Sunday.  Others will choose to give up just one item for Lent, 
more commonly a ‘luxury’ such as chocolate, meat, or alcohol. It is also becoming increasingly common for 
people to give up other things in order to refocus their faith during this time, such as watching TV, going to the 
gym, even social media.  Many Christians also use Lent to study their Bibles and pray more intensively, making 
use of the many devotional books and courses available. 
 

Do You Want to Fast This Lent? 
Fast from hurting words and say kind words 
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude 
Fast from anger and be filled with patience 
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope 
Fast from worries and have trust in God 
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity 
Fast from pressures and be prayerful 
Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy 
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others 
Fast from grudges and be reconciled 
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 
 
-Words from Pope Francis 
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Volunteer Opportunities: 
 

The Landing at Silver Lake Station 
Volunteers serve snacks, meals and perform other minor tasks. To   
become  involved, contact Alex Hurlebaus at 507-319-1212.  More    
information can be obtained from Norm Meeks at 507-254-0785. 
 

Family Promise of Rochester 
Family Promise houses and nurtures young families new to Rochester to 
help them get established in the community. For volunteer opportunities,  
go to: https://www.fprochestermn.org/volunteer.  Contact Scott Kerl at 
507-281-2985 | ssnpkerl@gmail.com with questions. 
 

 
If you have questions or ideas for outreach projects, contact Jackie Hall, Community Ministries 

Chair, at 507-358-4354, or any of the Community Ministries Team: Gayle Holter, Phyllis Hammes, 
Roanna Vine and Susan Rader. 

Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging the people 
of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions, and to help youth/adults become active 

in mission projects.  Community Ministries is committed to changing lives within 
Evangel, across the street, and throughout the Rochester area. 

Missions 
 
The Mission Team met in February and finalized the list of missionaries and missions it anticipates financially 
supporting during the year.  They are: Drs. Niles and Rachel Batdorf; Rev. Judith Banya, Sierra Leone; The 
Henderson Settlement in Kentucky; Chuck and Cathy Hohnbaum in Ireland; Tyler and Shayne Hartmann,   
University of Minnesota; Athletes in Action; KHK Foundation, Cambodia; Trevor and Cassie Long, Navigators, 
University of Minnesota; Dick and Mary Martin, Indonesia; Midwest Distribution Center, Methodist Disaster  
Relief Agency; Randy and Susan Roberts, Jordan; Scott and Vicky Satre, Cameroon; Society of St. Andrew, 
Virginia; Rod and Beth Williamson, Taiwan; Lesley Wolfe, Navigators, Tuscaloosa, Florida; Joel and Julie 
Workman, Czech Republic. 
 

During the year the congregation will be periodically briefed on a 
mission/missionary activity at a Sunday Worship Service.  On April 
24 Tyler and Shayne Hartman will share their activities with Athletes 
in Action on the University of Minnesota Campus. 
 

Newsletters and videos we receive from missionaries and missions 
we support can be viewed by going to evangelum.org > Ministries > 
Missionaries. Recent news on missions/missionaries can also be 
found on the Mission Bulletin Board located in the hallway across 
from Room 223.   
  
Support for the Evangel Mission Program can be achieved by making a 2nd Mile Gift to the Mission Team 
Budget.  If there is a Mission or Missionary listed on Evangel’s website you would like to financially support, 
send a check to the Church Office and designate which mission.  
 

Please be in prayer as the Covid pandemic plays out. Keep in mind there will always be a variety of mission 
needs.  If you have ideas about missions or want to be actively involved with the Mission Team, contact any 
member our team:  Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg, Norm Meeks and Jim Cooper.  

https://www.fprochestermn.org/volunteer
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Prayer Requests - Please Pray For... 
 

• Linda Brueck was involved in a car accident on        
Monday, February 14.  She is currently in a rehab      
facility in Pine Island recovering from multiple broken 
bones.  Prayers for Bill and Linda for healing. 

 

• Prayers of peace, comfort, and clarity for friend of Ed & 
Sylvia Fishel, who is orchestrating a care plan for his 
father who is very ill in North Dakota.   

 

• Prayers for Monica French’s grandson, Joshua, who is 
at the MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, TX.  
Joshua is in a medically induced coma for multiple 
health complications. 

 

• Continued prayers for Emily Hoppe, Stephen Nelson’s 
niece, diagnosed with stage 4 breast cancer. 

 

• Continued prayers for friends of Carl and Sylvia Rolfs.  
Baby Earl, born 18 weeks early on July 1, is expected 
to remain in the hospital until spring, followed by in-
home nursing care. 

In Memory of Those We’ve Lost 

Harriet Wright 
October 1, 1924— 
January 31, 2022 

Cultivating a Grateful Heart 
 

“All praise to God, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly realms.”  
 

- Ephesians 1:3 
 
Gratitude is our ability to see the grace of God, morning by 
morning, no matter what else greets us in the course of the 
day.  
 

- Craig Barnes 

George Menshik 
July 28, 1928— 

February 2, 2022 
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For Those Who Are Grieving 

Grief Support Barb Schroeder 
Grief Counselor 

507-288-8152 
bjschroeder@charter.net 

Each month we will highlight a chapter from the book, “A, B, C’s of Healthy Grieving: A Companion for 
Everyday Coping” by Harold Ivan Smith.  
 

N - Never Apologize for Crying 
 

“I cry inside my head so no one can see.”  - A child griever 
 

Grievers in this culture are quickly trained to apologize immediately for tears. “I’m sorry,” 
“excuse me,” or “excuse my tears.” One thing we try to do in grief gatherings is to empower 
tears: “No, do not apologize for being in grief.” 
 
Tears are normal. Tears are natural. Human beings are designed to cry. Therefore, why 
should a griever feel the need to apologize for something as natural as shedding tears? 
What a sad assessment for a funeral or memorial service: “No one shed a tear!”  Tears are 
the exclamation mark of grief! 
 
I can cry without apologizing. 

 
                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 



Caregiver Therapy 

Journal 
 

This easy-to-read book-
let from Care Notes 
shows you how to take 
care of yourself as you 
take care of someone 
else.  It invites you to 
deepen and enrich your 
caregiving experience, 
opening your heart to 
others and opening 
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Online & Technology 

Elexio Community App 
 

1. Download and install the “Elexio Community” app from the Apple or    
      Google Play store. 
2.   Within the app, replace “domain” with “evangelum” for the domain name. 
3. If you used the previous Elexio app or web portal, you can use the same    
      email address and password to access the new system.  If you forgot your       
       password, select the “Forgot Password” option. 
4. If you are unable to log in with your email address as the user ID, try  using 

your name in a “First.LastName” format instead.  If that still doesn’t work, 
send an email to records@evangelum.org to request an ID.   

Online Church Directory 
 

For directions on how to download and access the Instant Church Directory app, 
click https://tinyurl.com/2p964xf7 or visit evangelum.org > scroll down > Instant 
Church Directory.  Hard copies of the directory will be printed “in-church” at a later 
date to allow families to  update their family portraits.  

Church Directory Portraits 

Contact Mike Aakre in the Office at office@evangelum.org | 507-289-4817 to schedule 
a portrait session. Sessions will take place on Sunday mornings between 9:00 am – 
12:30 pm. If you already have a family portrait you would like to use for the church di-
rectory, please email a copy to office@evangelum.org.  Please call the church office 
with any questions. 

mailto:records@evangelum.org
https://tinyurl.com/2p964xf7
http://www.evangelum.org
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 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service (LIVE STREAM / IN - 
PERSON) 

 

9:10 am - Sunday School (IN-
PERSON) 
 

9:55 am - Children’s Church 
TV Show (ONLINE)  

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-
PERSON) 
 

 

 

7:00 pm - Boy Scouts 
(Gym)  
 
7:30 pm - Al-Anon (223) 

6:30 pm - Pickleball (Gym) 
 
 

6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 
6:30 pm - Confirmation 
(224) 
 
 

11:45 am - Bowling at 
Bowlocity 
 
7:30 PM - Choir Practice 
(Sanctuary) 

 10:00 am - Overeaters 
Anonymous (224) 

27 28 1 2  3 4 5 

  6:30 pm - Missions (221) 
 
7:00 pm - “The Screwtape 
Letters” Bible Study 
(ZOOM)  

9:00 am - Cut Ups at Assisi 
Heights 
 
6:30 pm - Ash Wednesday 
Service 

4:30 pm - Champion’s 
Basketball (Gym) 

4:30 pm - Champion’s 
Basketball (Gym) 

8:30 am - Champion’s 
Basketball (Gym) 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 am - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
1:00 pm  - Quilter’s          
Sew-ciety (Lobby/
Sanctuary) 
 
6:00 pm - Quilter’s        
Sew-ciety (Lobby/
Sanctuary) 
 
 

6:30 pm - Christian  
Education (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - Trustees (224) 
 
7:00 pm - “The Screwtape 
Letters” Bible Study 
(ZOOM)  
 
 
 

12:15 pm - Lent Service  
(LIVE STREAM / IN - 
PERSON) 

 
1:00 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 

6:30 pm - Finance 
Meeting (ZOOM) 
 
 
 

  

13 Daylight Savings 14  15 16 17 18 19 

1:00 pm - Brownie Girl Scouts 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 
 

 

1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm - Mom’s Oval 
(221) 
 
6:45 pm - Interested 
Investors (224) 
 

7:00 pm - “The Screwtape 
Letters” Bible Study 
(ZOOM)  

12:15 pm - Lent Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN - 
PERSON) 

 
 
 

  

20 21  22 23 24 25 26 

2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 
 
2:30 pm - Ice Skating at the 
Rec Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 
 
 

7:00 pm - “The Screwtape 
Letters” Bible Study 
(ZOOM)  

12:15 pm - Lent Service  

(LIVE STREAM / IN - 
PERSON) 

9:30 am - Older Folders 
(224) 
 
 

 

 
 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 
 1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 

(224) 
 12:15 pm - Lent Service 

(LIVE STREAM / IN - 
PERSON) 

   



Evangel United Methodist Church 
2645 North Broadway 
Rochester, MN  55906 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, March 2 at 6:30 pm 
 

Wednesday Lent Services 
March 9 - April 6 
12:15—12:45 pm 
In-person and livestreamed  

All Are Welcome! 


