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From Pastor Mark
A few weeks ago, Pastor Susie and I began a new block of material with our Confirmation class. Last
year we found a new Bible that we felt would be a great fit with this age group, the NIV Quest Study
Bible for Teens, and rather than present these Bibles on Confirmation Sunday we give them out early
in the program so that we can also help our youth learn how to use them! In February, then, we began
introducing the class to the resources found in their new Bibles, as well as some helpful Bible study
tools.
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One of the tools we’re introducing our class to is the Bible Atlas. A Bible Atlas is a collection of
maps of the lands and nations where the biblical events took place, keyed to the differing periods
described in the Bible. And so most Bible Atlases will include a map with possible routes of the
Exodus, a map showing where Jesus’ public ministry took place, a map with details of Paul’s three
missionary journeys, and so on.
In the not too distant past I would describe a Bible Atlas by comparing it to the Rand McNally U.S.
Atlases that many of us had in our cars, only instead of a collection of maps of different states, a
Bible Atlas is a collection of maps of the biblical lands.
It’s occurred to me that I may need to revise this definition for the simple reason that many of our
youth have probably never seen a Rand McNally Road Atlas today! We’ve largely replaced them
with either a stand-alone GPS unit (perhaps a Garmin) or, more likely, with a “Map App” on a
smartphone. All we have to do to find out how to reach our destination is type the address into
whatever technology we’re using, and then follow the directions it gives us. It’s an incredibly simple
process.
I think that churches need something like that today. Only instead of a GPS unit that will tell us the
quickest route to take to church, we need a clear and simple pathway to help folks grow to maturity in
Christ – to become disciples. We need this clear and simple pathway due to the changes in religious
participation that have taken place in our culture. Where once nearly everybody had at least some
exposure to the Christian faith, some residual Christian memory, that is no longer the case today.
Indeed, one recent study found that 48% of Millennials who say that they have no religious affiliation
(they’re sometimes referred to as the “nones”) report that they have never been inside of a church
except possibly for a wedding or funeral. When something happens to pique their curiosity about
Jesus, or when a friend or neighbor invites them to church, these folks are simply lost. Expecting
them to “just know” how and where to plug in to the church so they can grow is unrealistic. We need
to have a clear idea of what a disciple should look like, and a process, or pathway, in place that we
can encourage these folks to take. That’s a part of what we’re hoping to accomplish in the small
groups that our new five-year vision plan calls for us to create.
In the very near future, churches who can’t reach completely unchurched people will no longer be
capable of growing. And as we engage these folks, we’ll need to be able to come alongside them and
help them find a clear pathway to grow as disciples!
In Christ,

Pastor Mark

Page 2

Reporter

United Methodist Women
Eve Circle

Monday, March 4th at 6:30 pm (Fireside Room)

Lydia Circle

Thursday, March 21st at 1 pm (Fireside Room)
Hostess:
Leader:
Program:

Mom’s Circle

Becky Pierce
Elaine Schmidt
Birthday Party for UMW

Details to Come in Sunday’s Bulletins.
Take a break and join us for coffee, snacks and
laughter! Contact Jen Hull at 507-285-4838 with
questions. Childcare is provided.

Sewing Circle

Every Monday at Evangel Church (Room 224)
from 9-11:30 a.m. Donations of gently-used sheets
are always welcome. (No more fabric is needed.) Thank you.
Always inviting ladies to join us!

World Day of Prayer
Friday, March 1st
9:30 am - Refreshments
10:00 am - Program
The worldwide movement of Christian women will observe a common day of prayer in Rochester this
year at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church - 1212 12th Ave NW Rochester, MN. This year’s theme is
“Come - Everything is Ready” written by the women in Slovenia, the newest and smallest country in
Europe. It is based on Luke 14:15-24. The origins of World Day of Prayer dates back to the 19th
century and is now carried out in 170 countries and regions on the first Friday in March. Last year
World Day of Prayer USA provided over $23,800 in grants to fund organizations working on issues
that affect women and children in the United States and worldwide.
“Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action”

The Cut-Ups
The Cut-Ups will meet our usual third Tuesday morning of the month at Assisi Heights. The
snowbirds in our group should be back by March 19, but we always make room for more helping
hands. Won’t you bring your scissors and help us cut out infant items for babies in need? For more
information contact Brenda Gaskell 281-5647 or humbird5@charter.net or Beth Taylor 254-0072.
And check out Bundles of Love at bundlesoflove.org

Quilting & More
Wednesday, March 13th from 1-3 pm
All are welcome! Bring your own project to work on whether it be a prayer shawl,
pocket prayer shawl, or something of your choice. Join in the fun and fellowship. Quilting and More meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 1-3 p.m.
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Evangel Christian Education
Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org
Phone: (507) 289-4817

Christian Education Calendar
Every Sunday………………………… Sunday School Classes for all ages at 9:10 am
Children’s Church at 10:30 am
Every Wednesday ……………………Bible Story Time (Religion Release) for daycare children at 9:00 am
Throughout the week…………………Evangel Connect Groups
Friday, Mar. 1….……………………... Champions Basketball: Final Games for Winter
Sunday, Mar. 3………………………..Channel One Food Drive Sunday School Competition begins!
Monday, Mar. 4………………………. Christian Education Meeting
Wednesday, Mar 6……………………Ash Wednesday - Lent begins - Worship at 6:30 pm
Wednesday, Mar 13…………………..Lent “Serve Our City” mission projects begin (see page 7 for details)
Sunday, Mar 17………………………..Kids Club KTTC-TV Behind the Scenes tour
Tuesday, Mar 19………………………New Mayor Kim Norton to visit Evangel for One-Night Forum
Wednesday, Mar 20…………………..“Serve Our City” Mission Projects Outreach!
Wednesday, Mar 27…………………..“Serve Our City” Mission Projects Outreach!
Sunday, Mar 31………………………..Food Drive Competition in Sunday School Concludes

Evangel Easter Egg Hunt - Saturday, April 20!
Evangel Easter Egg Hunt will be coming on Saturday, April 20th. This event is a ways off but due to the
exponential growth of our Christian Education Outreach events… we need to begin planning in March!!
We need you to invite your friends and neighbors! Several NEW offerings this year! Wow!












Decorations throughout the Evangel building
Receptionist - Gift bags for every child!
Egg Hunts at THREE different times throughout the morning
Games throughout the gym
Cookie Shop
Story-telling
Puppets
Children’s choir singing
Crafts, coloring and tattoos
Petting Zoo - EXPANDED THIS YEAR
Cotton Candy Machine

Please consider helping us reach our community with the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ! It’s
fun! Meet our neighbors! Make a difference in the lives of kids! Contact Jim or Clancy to come on
board. Be looking for an organizational meeting soon! Team leaders are recruited but we still need lots of
helpers!

“Gobs” of Candy Needed for Easter Egg Hunt
Evangel Christian Education will be filling 8,000, yes, 8,000 eggs with candy to distribute to all the
children who will come to our church on April 20th for our Easter Egg Hunt. Would you consider
purchasing 1 or 2 or 14 bags of candy to help us meet the need?
A candy collection basket will be placed in the lobby beginning Sunday March 17 to receive
your donations. Thank you in advance for your generosity!
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Mayor Kim Norton Making an appearance at Evangel Tuesday March
19! Let’s give her a big Evangel Turnout!!!
As part of our Evangel Winter Connect Groups we are bringing in Mayor Kim Norton to share about
the current affairs in Rochester regarding growth challenges, opportunities, vision, the future, and to
look to her for ways we can meet the needs of our city as a church. Kim is a Christian and will share
her story of faith. Ask a question or two and be inspired. Please mark your calendar and plan to join
us. We would really like the Mayor to have a nice audience for her visit with us. Hope to see you
March 19!

March Kids Club Event March 17: Back stage tour of KTTC TV
Studios and Meeting ON-AIR Personalities
Evangel Kids Club for March will be super exciting as we take a behind the scenes look at KTTC
Television studios in Rochester. We will tour the sets, meet on air personalities, meet the station
manager, and see how the news is put together for television!! Tim Morgan of Evangel church
(formerly chief engineer at KTTC) will also join us to give us all sorts of fun and interesting tidbits about
Television production and communication. Tim will also then share how communicating the news and
communicating the Gospel can have similar approaches! We will end the day in the KTTC breakroom
for treats and more discussion with KTTC Employees! Fun!!
What: Evangel Kids Club for March! KTTC New Station Tour and Meeting On Air Celebrities!
When: Sunday March 17 from 2:00- 4:00 (Carpool from Evangel at 1:45)
Where: KTTC production Studios on Bandel Road in Rochester
Cost: FREE!!!!
For: All Evangel kids, families, friends…EVERYONE!!!
Contact: Jim Klepper jklepper@evangelum.org Clancy Craven ccraven@evangelum.org
Tim Morgan tmorgan@evangelum.org
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Evangel Spring “Connect” Groups Begin in April
Evangel Spring Connect Groups will begin Mid-April so we are just beginning to formulate our Spring lineup! Perhaps there is a class you would like to see us offer or perhaps there is a topic you are interested in
teaching. In either case we would love to hear from you. Classes will be selected and finalized in the next
few weeks with the goal of having a detailed brochure available in mid to late March.
Don’t miss out this spring! If you have a class you would like to see offered or would like to teach please
contact Jim Klepper or Clancy Craven.

Save the Date! Mega Kids Camp 2019!
Please save the dates of July 29 - August 1 for the 7-year anniversary of Evangel’s Mega Kids Camp!
Once again, Evangel Christian Education will invite other church’s and para church organizations to
partner with us to bring sports, arts, and the Gospel to children of SE Minnesota! This year’s theme will
be “Fundamentals” and will help children learn the core essentials in sports, arts and Life with Jesus!
This will be an amazing week for kids!
Here are a few highlights:




We will be bringing back our Horse Camp track perhaps
offering two levels of horse training!
We are working on a special guest speaker for one rally
session of the camp. Stay tuned for details!
Adventure camp will return and we will offer some new adventure options that will be sure to create
excitement!

Our vision to create an interdenominational Church Leadership Team continues to become a realization.
We have confirmed several new churches will join us this year. In addition to Berean Community Church,
Oasis Church and Emmanuel Lutheran Church would also like to be involved in 2019. Stewartville United
Methodist will also send kids as well as Rochester Sports Mentorship Academy. Our goal has always
been to reach as many kids with the Gospel as we can with no church competition, but rather with church
unity. It seems to be happening!
NEW FOR 2019!!!!
And we will have two new tracks this year that will blow your mind!




Weather and Wildlife: In this track, children will learn about God’s great outdoors! For several days
they will meet with environmentalists and learn about trees and water tables and the environment.
Then in one big assembly on Wednesday July 31, they will learn about the weather from our meteorologist friends at KAAL TV who will bring in the ‘Weather Lab” featuring amazing weather and science
experiments!
First Responders: In this new track we will bring in first responders for each day of camp including
visits from Rochester Police, Fire, Gold Cross, and Mayo One. Children will get an overview of each
of our First Responders calls to duty and will get to see firetrucks and canine dogs and drones, and
lots more!! What a great way to meet local heroes and to see how they serve and protect our city!

Please save the dates now and plan to invite kids and volunteer if at all possible. We will need all hands
on deck for this one!
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Evangel
Sunday School Will Help Feed the Hungry! Channel OneReporter
Food
Drive Competition this March!!

March is food drive month for Channel One Food Bank. Evangel
Christian Education will be sponsoring a Sunday School Food Drive
Competition. Each Sunday in the month of March our children and
youth are asked to consider bringing non- perishable food items to
Sunday School.
Here’s the scoop on the friendly competition!
1. Everyone bring non –perishable items to your Sunday School class. Large bins will be available
in each classes to collect the food.
2. Items will be counted by class.
3. A weekly display of the food will be placed in the Lobby. Watch it grow all month!!
4. At the end of March all food items collected by class will be divided by average number of students in that class to calculate the winner.
5. The winning class will receive a prize!
Thank you for helping feed our community!

Super Heroes Needed! Tuesday March 5th from 6:30 pm - 8 pm in Room
224.
There are times that we have been overcome by a series of natural disasters.
Tanya Oberg, Disaster Response Coordinator for The River Valley District of
the Minnesota Methodist Conference will be giving a presentation on disaster
relief and recovery. Topics include on how to become more involved in relief
efforts, recovery leadership roles and learning about Volunteers in Mission
opportunities. Hosted by the Mission Team.

Grief Support Group
If you are interested in joining a grief support group here at Evangel Church please sign up at the Welcome
Center or contact Mike in the office. Our first meeting will be held at Evangel Church on Monday, March
25th from 2:00-3:30 pm in the Fireside Room (221) where we will review the grief and loss process as a
group. This review is the beginning of your journey for healing. The dates for the support group will be:
March 25th, April 1st, April 8th, April 15th, April 22nd and April 29th. You are encouraged to attend all
six of these sessions. If you have any questions please contact Barb Schroeder at (507) 288-8152.
The primary mission of this ministry is to provide biblical comfort, support and encouragement to those
individuals who have experienced a loss or death of a loved one. It facilitates a healthy resolution of grief
and spiritual restoration. The group is invited to discuss relative topics and supporting scriptures, as well as
share experiences.
Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.
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Russ Bruhnke rebruhnke@gmail.com (507) 226-1138

Mission Trips
Mission trips have been scheduled! Limited spaces are available. To reserve your spot
contact Russ!
Sr High:
June 30th –July5th, 2019. We will be going to Benton Harbor, MI. where we will be remodeling
a youth center and working with the local citizens. 12 spaces available.
Jr High:
July 28th – Aug 2nd, 2019. This one is at Quad Cities IA. We will do simple work projects and
help out in the Boy’s and Girl’s Club. 5 spaces are available.

Vision Library Ministry—We Need Your Help
Evangel Christian Education will be exploring the future of our Adult, Children’s and Audio Visual
Libraries in the next few months. In an ever changing digital world, what is the best way to utilize our
spaces and our resources to help children, youth and adults connect with God?






Should we be exploring a computer lab?
Are books still the best way to help our children learn about Jesus on individualized time?
What are examples of cutting edge library ministries in churches across the country?
How can we engage our Rochester community in some ways through our Evangel Library Ministries
Might we want to create a combination Library/Coffee shop setting that can multi-function as a
Library, coffee shop and classroom? These are just a few questions we will explore as we look
toward an exciting future of our Evangel Library Ministries! If you would like to be included in the
discussion AND implementation of new and exciting library ministries, please contact Jim or Clancy
and we will let you know when we will gather. All are welcome. We need your input!

Lent & “Serve Our City” Mission Projects


March 6th - Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30pm



March 13th, 20th, 27th & April 3rd - “Serve Out City” Mission Projects
6:30pm - 8:00 pm - Work as long as you want:
Minnesota Adult & Teen Challenge
Zumbro Ridge Estates
Linus Project
Residential Care Facility Visitation
Prayer Walks
Nazarene Wellhouse



Cleaning
Light carpentry, cleaning, painting & other
various projects
Polar Fleece Tie Blankets
Shalom Esates, Willows & Waters
Praying over Rochester
Meals and Cleaning

April 10 - “Serve Our City” Celebration at 6:30 pm

March 2019
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Community Ministry News, Opportunities and Events
Community Ministries will promote Christian mission work by encouraging the people of
Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth -adults become active in
such mission projects. Community Ministries is committed to changing lives across the
street and throughout the Rochester area.
Soup and Bread During Lent Beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 6, for Wednesday
Night Meals. We appreciate all of you who have signed up to serve. So if you can help, sign
up at the Welcome Desk. We need 3 to 4 servers every meal. During Lent serving time will
be from 4:45 to 6:15 pm.
Channel One Food Barrel. They keep emptying the Blue Channel One Food Barrel so we
got to keep filling it up. The barrel is located in the coat room. For the month of March,
tuna is the suggested item – or any other non-perishable food.
The Woman’s Shelter. Evangel has a box in our coat room just off the main entrance for
donations to the Woman’s Shelter. Good job of keeping it filled.
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) Gathering.
All are welcome whether novice or expert. Purpose of this group is to share fellowship
and faith while crocheting and knitting (or learning to crochet or knit). Plan to meet
third Tuesday of the month at 6:30-8:30 pm in the Fireside Room at Evangel. In March
it’s Tuesday the 19th. Bring your own projects, hooks, needles and yarn. We will help
support Prayer Shawl Ministry for those interested (yarn available). For more
information contact Jackie Hall (507) 358 4354 or Marcia O’Brien (507) 254 5731
Riverside School Backpack Food Program Come help pack food for Riverside
Elementary School on every Wednesday down in the multi-purpose room from 4:00 to
5:00 pm – then have a Wednesday Night Meal.
March 25-Community Ministries Meeting-6:30 pm
Muffin Men Ministry
Muffins on Sunday, March 17th—50 cents each!
Muffin Men Contact: Darrell Chutka (507) 254-2928
Supports our Community Ministries!
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In Our Prayers—Please Pray For:















Jean Anderson – prayers for healing
Larry Frear – prayers for healing
Paula Jackson Aderogba’s mom Carol is in hospice – prayers for her
and her family
Romayne Thompson – prayers for son’s healing
Donna Betcher - prayers for strength as she battles cancer
Pam Wright - prayers for successful knee surgery
Corky Gaskell’s niece Lesley – prayers for successful bone marrow
procedure and recovery
Wayne Bastian – prayers for health
Jim & Andrea Burnoski’s grandson - prayers for health and healing
Mary Ann Kirkwood – prayers for healing and recovery
Bob Zerr – prayers for healing
Les Hegna – prayers for healing
Robert Hoar – prayers for healing and recovery
Barbara Johnson Verneo – prayers for healing

Project and Serving List for March
Robert & Teresa Batzel
Kahn & Holly Evans
Kathryn Henderson
Dwain & Marcia Jorgensen
Harold & Jane Kossman

Tim & Bev Morgan
Brian & Ronda Nass
Ken & Miriam Rogers
Norm & Brenda Scherbenske
Fant & Lorraine Steele

The monthly serving lists are made up of the members and friends of Evangel Church. Please note
that this is an important area of service to the church. We are requesting all on the serving committee to provide 2 dozen cookies for our Sunday Coffee Hours. Please drop off at the church by the
15th of the month. (Please no nuts or peanut butter.) Thank you!

Frances Walkes’ 90th Birthday
Shower Frances Walkes with a card for her 90th birthday on March 6th. Please check the church
directory or contact the office for her address. We will be celebrating with cake and coffee on Sunday,
March 3rd. Questions, please contact Teresa Batzel at 507 254 3303.

It’s a Small World
Pastor Wes Gabel, who served Bethany United Methodist Church for several years, has been
appointed to serve Osseo United Methodist Church where Pastor Jeff Utecht, formerly from Evangel,
has been serving as interim pastor.
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Mission Update
Evangel's Mission Team met on Feb. 19th. We are looking forward to the Connect Group on
March 5th that we're coordinating with Tanya Oberg, Disaster Response Coordinator for our
district in the Minnesota Conference. Please see announcements about this elsewhere in the
Reporter and in the Sunday bulletin.
We also reviewed our budget for 2019, moving forward with our mission giving plan. We
approved disbursements for: Ella Hanson, one of our Evangel youth, who will be going on a
mission trip to Alaska for a week in July; Tyler & Shane Hartmann with CRU & Athletes in Action
at the U of M; Chuck & Kathy Hohnbaum working in Ireland; Trevor & Cassie Long with the
Navigators; and Dick and Mary Martin with Mission Aviation Fellowship.
Don't forget to check the Mission Team board to read about these missionaries and others we
support. Also some we support will be home in the states this year. We are hoping they will be
able to join us in worship and share about their missions.
Again we hope you will join us at the Connect Group in March. You are always invited to attend
our meetings or you may contact any member of our team if you have questions or ideas about
missions.
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SUN
Every Sun

MON
Every Mon

TUE
Every Tue

WED
Every Wed

THU
Every Thu

FRI
Every Fri

8:49 am Cont. Worship

9 am Sewing Circle (224)

9 am Faith & Fellowship (221)

7 pm Boy Scouts (Gym &
Dinette)

9 am Women’s Bible
Study (221)

9 am Bible Story Time
(Children’s Library

9:30 am Older Folders
(221)

7 pm Chinese
Church

4 pm Riverside Backpack
Food Program (Gym)

3:30 pm Mom’s in Prayer
(221)

4:45 pm Wed. Night Meals
(Dinette)

6:30 pm Handbell Choir
(223/Sanctuary)

5:30 pm Cherub Choir
(Children’s Library)

7:30 pm Senior Choir
(Sanctuary)

9:10 am Parent’s Café (132)
9:10 am Sunday School

7:30 pm Al-Anon (Fellowship
Hall)

10:30 am Traditional Worship
10:30 am Children’s Church
10:30 am Adult Sunday School

SAT
Every Sat

5:45 pm Confirmation (224)

6:30 pm Youth Group
6 pm Praise Team
(Sanctuary)

1 World Day of

2

Prayer
10 am World Day of
Prayer (Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church)
4:15 pm Final
Champion’s Basketball (Gym)

3

4

5

6 Ash Wednesday

CHANNEL ONE FOOD DRIVE
COMPETITION

12 pm Quilter’s Sew-ciety

6:30 pm Super Heroes
Needed: How To Become
Involved Disaster Relief
and Recovery Activities
(224)

Lent begins

6 pm Quilter’s Sew-ciety
Frances Walkes’ Birthday
Celebration at Evangel

6:30 pm Christian Education
(223)
6:30 pm Eve Circle (221)

7

8

9
3 pm Chinese Church
Congregational Spring
Meeting

6:30 pm Ash Wednesday
Service

6:45 pm American
Heritage Girls
7 pm CPR Training (223)
7 pm SPRC (221)

10 Daylight Savings

11

12

13

14

CHANNEL ONE FOOD DRIVE
COMPETITION

6:30 pm Evangel Mom’s
(224)

1 pm Quilting and More
(224)

6:30 pm Finance Meeting
(221)

2 pm Chinese Church sister
Group (119)

6:30 pm Tech Committee
(221)

1 pm Channel One Food
Warehouse Help (Channel
One Foodshelf)

15

16

22

23

29

30

Time

6:45 pm Interested Investors (223)

6:30 pm JAM Session
(Fellowship Hall)

6:30 pm Serve Our City

6:30 pm Trustees Meeting
(221)

17 St. Patrick’s Day

18

19

20

21

CHANNEL ONE FOOD DRIVE
COMPETITION

6:30 pm Church Council
(224)

9 am The Cut-Ups at
Assisi Heights

6:30 pm Serve Our City

1 pm Lydia Circle (221)

Muffin Men

5pm Good News Daycare
Family Engagement Hour
(Dinette)

6:30 pm The F.L.O.C.K
(221)

2 pm Kids Club KTTC Behind
the Scenes Tour

6:30 pm Kim Norton OneNight Forum (Sanctuary)

7 pm S.O.S (221)

24

25

26

27

CHANNEL ONE FOOD DRIVE
COMPETITION

2 pm Grief Support (221)

6:30 pm Jam Session
(Fellowship Hall)

6:30 pm Serve Our City

6:30 pm Community
Ministries (224)

31
CHANNEL ONE FOOD DRIVE
COMPETITION

28
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be
Christ’s hands and feet in the world.

March 2019
Wednesday Night Lenten Meal Menus
Serving From 4:45 pm to 6:15 pm
March 6 – Ash Wednesday
Chicken Noodle Soup, Bread, Dessert
March 13
Creamy Potato Soup, Bread, Dessert
March 20
Vegetable Beef Soup, Bread, Dessert
March 27
Tortilla Soup, Bread, Dessert

Phone Number: 507-289-4817

Website: www.evangelum.org

