
Living a Life of Purpose – Sermon Notes

The story of Paul’s unique calling is told in Acts 9, though he is actually introduced to Luke’s readers 
at the tail end of Acts 7. Take a few minutes to read Acts 7:54 through 9:16, remembering that Paul 
was 1st known as Saul of Tarsus.

Questions to Consider: 

1) What was Saul’s relationship to the fledgling Christian movement in Acts 7:54 – 9:16? How did he 
encounter Christ?

2) In his vision, what did the Lord tell Ananias that He (the Lord) would show Saul? 

Paul’s Chains Advance the Gospel Philippians 1:12-18

12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to 
advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to every-
one else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters 
have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.

15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do 
so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out
of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 
18 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or 
true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.

3) What has happened to Paul? Where is he writing this letter from? 

4) How do Paul’s circumstances appear to fulfill what the Lord had told Ananias about Paul’s future?

5) What has happened as a result of Paul’s imprisonment? Why does that cause Paul to rejoice?

6) Name three ways that God gives purpose to the lives of people who are disciples of Jesus Christ.

a)

b) 

c) 



In her workbook entitled Mapping Your Future: Discovering God’s Unique Purpose for Your Life, 
(available here: https://issuu.com/christybower/docs/mapping_your_future ) Christy Bower urges her 
readers to write their own Purpose Statement for their lives, using the following tools. 

I) Scripture – How does God call us to live as His people?

II) Exploring our Past – Examine your life to see how God has used us up to this point in time.

III) Identify our Core Faith Values – What are our non-negotiables?

IV) Look for God’s Signposts – How might God use things like our temperament, our physical skills, 
our Spiritual Gifts, our training, and the things we are passionate about, to serve Him.    

V) Write Your Unique Purpose Statement – Using what you learned in steps I through IV, craft a 
succinct, one sentence Purpose Statement that captures what you believe God has placed you here to 
do. It might begin with one of the phrases below:

My purpose is to. . .

God created me to . . .

I exist to . . .

VI) Develop an Action Plan – Consider developing an action plan detailing the steps you will take to 
live out your purpose. 

As a result of what you have learned, is there anything in your life that you need to change or surrender
to God? 

https://issuu.com/christybower/docs/mapping_your_future
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