
Kingdom Hospitality – Sermon Notes!

Luke 14:1, 7-14 “One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was 
being carefully watched. 7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he 
told them this parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, 
for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of 
you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the 
least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, 
he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all 
the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”
12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your 
brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so 
you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 
14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.”

Our passage from Luke contains two separate “lessons” from Jesus, both found at a Sabbath meal that 
Jesus has been invited to attend. The 1st, found in verses 7 – 11, reflects the middle eastern custom of 
not beginning a meal until the guests are all in the “right” seats. The seats for the most honored guests 
would have been those closest to, and ideally on either side – of the host or guest of honor at a banquet, 
generally at the head of the table. This lesson is a call to personal humility.  

This 1st lesson, like many New Testament “teachings”, is actually taken directly from the Old 
Testament. Jesus is almost literally quoting from the book of Proverbs in this parable. In Proverbs 25:6-
7, King Solomon had offered this advice: 
6 Do not claim honor in the presence of the king, And do not stand in the place of great men; 7 For it is 
better that it be said to you, “Come up here,” Than for you to be placed lower in the presence of the 
prince, Whom your eyes have seen.

Questions to Consider:

1) In what ways do we seek to “exalt” ourselves over others in our culture today?

2) How might we better practice Jesus' call to humility instead? 

The 2nd lesson, taken from the same meal, is found only in Luke's gospel, and is directed towards his 
host. Seeing the others who have been invited to this meal, Jesus recognizes that they all have the 
ability to reciprocate. They can all “repay” the host for his hospitality. This is sometimes called “quid 
pro quo”, a favor or advantage granted or expected in return for something. In other words the host can 
expect that the investment he is making in his guests will come back to him in the very near future. 
Jesus challenges the host's faith by inviting him to invest in the next life instead. “When you give a 
luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich 
neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they 
cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  



Questions to Consider:

3) In what ways does Jesus' list of who the host should invite reflect the values of the Kingdom of 
God? How do they differ from the values of our world?

4) How might we adopt and implement these “Kingdom values”:

a) personally?

b) in our local congregations? 

As a result of what you have learned by answering these questions, is there anything in your life that 
you need to change or surrender to God?


