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“Odds & Ends” 
 
As a few of you have joked on Sunday mornings, I am now a “short-timer” at   
Evangel, with my retirement officially set to begin July 1st. That said, things don’t 
appear to be slowing down anytime soon!  
 
We’ve recently held funerals for some longtime, faithful members, with still more 
scheduled for the coming weeks. Our Feed the Need food drive filled every shelf 
and cubbyhole at the Salvation Army’s Foodshelf, and we confirmed the faith of 
nine of our young people the very next day. Our Mega Camp is scheduled to fully 
reopen this July for the first time since the pandemic, and we have well over 400 
children already pre-registered, a new record! On Sunday, June 5th, we’ll be honor-
ing this year’s High School graduates. 
 
At the same time we’re working hard to ensure a smooth pastoral transition in     
August. I’ve been meeting with our incoming Lead Pastor, David Werner, on     
Mondays over Zoom to help bring him up to speed on both the Rochester comm-
unity and our congregation, and we’ll continue to meet this way throughout the 
month of June. Our conversations together continue to lead me to believe that David 
will be an excellent fit for Evangel. As I shared in one of my congregational email 
updates, David’s family history traces that of the Evangel congregation. His father, a 
former pastor, was baptized in the Evangelical Association, confirmed in the Evan-
gelical Church, ordained in the Evangelical United Brethren Church, and he retired 
as a United Methodist Pastor in the Dakota’s Annual Conference, exactly paralleling 
Evangel’s own denominational journey! As I also shared in a recent congregational 
update, David and Teresa have purchased a townhouse near Century High School, 
just a mile and a half from the church. Given Rochester’s overheated housing     
market, finding the right home has to be a huge weight off their shoulders. Closing 
is set for June 15th, but David’s appointment at Forest Hills UMC extends till the 
end of July due to previously scheduled activities.  
 

On another positive note, the FDA has announced a timetable for presenting data to 
its outside advisors on the possible approval of both the Pfizer and Moderna        
vaccines for children under age 5. Should these vaccines be approved, one more   
potential impediment keeping families with younger children from returning to       
in-person worship and Sunday School would be removed, allowing Evangel to take 
the next steps towards fully reopening in September, just in time for David to start 
with us! 
 
Thank you so much for your continued prayers during this time of transition. I can 
tell you that we feel them! 
 
In Christ, 
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Cut-Ups at Assisi Heights 
 

Wednesday, June 15, July 6 & August 24 | 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  
1001 14th St NW, Rochester, MN 55901  
 

Contact Brenda Gaskell at humbird5@charter.net if you would like more information 
about joining us.  More Bundles of Love information is available at bundlesoflove.org 

Online Church Directory & 5x7 Booklets Now Available 
 

For directions on how to download and access the Instant Church Directory app, click: 
https://tinyurl.com/2p964xf7 or visit evangelum.org > scroll down > Instant Church  Directory.  
5x7 hard copy booklets are now available upon    request at no cost.  Contact Mike in the 
office if you would like one printed.   

Church Directory Portraits 
 

Teen Hope Ministries 20th Annual Fruit Sale 

Orders for Georgia peaches will go on sale June 1st – July 1st and will be expected to arrive the week of July 
11th.  Orders for Colorado Peaches and Pears will go on sale July 6th – August 8th and estimated to arrive mid-
August.  To order fruit click: https://www.teenhopeministries.org/news/upcoming-events/.  Order forms also 
available at the Welcome Desk. 

Thank You’s from the Evangel Congregation 
 

• Gladys Jamison would like to thank everyone for their prayers regarding her brother Warren.  His spirit is 
lifted with the good news regarding his leukemia.    

 

• Marsha Woolums thanks everyone for the cards and prayers following her head injury.   
 

• Pat Cooper would like to thank everyone for the cards, prayers and notes of encouragement she received 
during her recent health concerns. “We are so blessed with our Evangel family.” 

 

• “Thank you to all of my Evangel family who sent cards, memorials, gifts, or who spoke kind words to me in 
person.  Also, thank you for prayers for my sister’s children and grandchildren.  She is home and in no 
more pain!”  - Sherry Perry 

Contact Mike Aakre in the Office at office@evangelum.org | 507-289-4817 to schedule a 
portrait session.  Sessions will take place on Sunday mornings between 9:00 am – 12:30 
pm. If you already have a family portrait you would like to use for the church directory, 
please email a copy to office@evangelum.org.  Please call the church office with any 
questions. 

Camp Minnesota Summer 2022 

Christian Education is proud to sponsor members of our Evangel congregation who would like 
to attend one of a variety of camps this summer through the MN Annual Conference, including 
Red Rock Camp, Camp Victory, Ironwood Springs, and more.  Scholarship monies are availa-
ble for one camp each summer for those interested.  Contact Jim Klepper at                        
jklepper@evangelum.org or Clancy Craven at ccraven@evangeluym.org for inquires.        
Scholarship money is not based on need; it is available to everyone. 

 

Problems with Elexio Giving 
We continue to hear that a few of our members are experiencing problems having their Tithes automatically  
deducted by Elexio. If you’ve noticed that your contribution is not being withdrawn please contact the church 
office or our new Finance Secretary, Brian Nass, right away to let us know!  Thanks so much for your patience 
with this. 

mailto:humbird5@charter.net
http://bundlesoflove.org/
https://tinyurl.com/2p964xf7
http://www.evangelum.org
https://www.teenhopeministries.org/news/upcoming-events/
mailto:office@evangelum.org
mailto:jklepper@evangelum.org
mailto:ccraven@evangeluym.org
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  
Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 

Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 
Phone: (507) 289-4817 

 

 June 5…………………………………………………... End of the year Sunday School Teachers Party 
June 5………………………………………….. ……… Pentecost Sunday 
June 5………………………………………….. ……… Sr. High Recognition Sunday 
June 5………………………………………….. ……… Youth Game Night 
June 11………………………………………… ……… Minnesota Twins vs. Tampa Bay Rays at Target Field 
June 12…………………………………………………. Children’s Church Begins 
July 25-28……………………………………..……….. Mega Kids Camp 

Thank you for “Homecoming” 2021-2022 Evangel Sunday School 
 

Here we are, at the conclusion of another Evangel  
Sunday School Year. What a year it has been: Rally 
Day Kick Off Sunday in the parking lot, an entire year  
of in-person Sunday School, Children’s Church TV 
shows, and so much more! 
 

Back in September we celebrated a “Homecoming” for our church family with skits, choirs, “rowdy” praise 
music, Bible presentations, and a great song entitled, “Almost Home”. It has been quite a ride from the 
excitement of Kick Off Sunday to the end of the year.  During that time, safety was our top priority.  With 
Covid protocols in place we were able to hold classes all year round.  While they were understandably 
smaller, they were amazing with too many profound moments to count.  Even in dire circumstances, 
Evangel Sunday School once again passed along our faith to new generations. 
 

As always, the best and most important part of Sunday School is not the big stuff, but rather the one-on-
one time our teachers had with students. It was their caring, listening, and being present with the children 
that mattered, even if we were masked to do it! Our teachers hearts were fully engaged!  What a privilege 
for Clancy and I to witness your love at work even during a worldwide pandemic.  Words cannot deeply 
enough express our appreciation for our Sunday School staff. 
   

We believe people will find Jesus through relationship. Our Sunday School teachers have provided that 
relationship, and with an anointing of the Holy Spirit we know many lives have been touched, changed 
and transformed in Jesus name! 
 

“First a child learns to love their teacher, then they learn to love their teacher’s God.”  

“HOMECOMING”  

Sunday School Teacher’s End of the Year Party 
 

Saturday, June 5 at 12:00 pm | Mark & Leslie Clark’s house 
 

Our Sunday School teachers have given their time and talents, they have shared themselves generously 
in difficult circumstances this past year, and they have given and then given some more. It’s time to    
appreciate them! 

 

Mark and Leslie Clark have opened their home to Evangel’s Sunday 
School teachers to enjoy some outdoor time in and around the pool. 
We know there are a lot of activities going on that day (high school    
graduations and Youth Game Night) but we made the time flexible. 
Come for just a minute or stay all afternoon.  BBQ pork and chicken 
with sides and beverages will be provided. If you want to swim, make 
sure to bring your suit and a towel. Come relax, swim, and sit around 
the pool.  Evangel’s Sunday School teachers deserve it!  Click: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A4AE22A6F49-sunday1 
to sign up. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A4AE22A6F49-sunday1
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Evangel In-person Children’s Church Begins Sunday, June 11 

 

We didn’t know how many shows we’d produce when 
we started on March 10, 2020, but after 114 episodes 
(and low Nielsen ratings!) it was time to run our final  
episode on May 22, 2022.  It has been a delightful 
and rewarding experience for Jim Klepper, Clancy 
Craven and Tim Morgan to bring this show to kids 
when they needed Jesus the most. 
 

Hundreds of hours were dedicated to writing and        
producing the show for it to be both informative and    
entertaining.  We hope that when these children are   
older and look back at this moment, they’ll remember 
how their church always found a way to be there for 
them even in the most dire of circumstances. 

After 114 Episodes, Children’s Church TV Came to a Close May 22  
 

Back in March 2020, one week after the beginning of Covid 19 shut down churches from meeting        
together in person, Evangel Christian Education began to produce a half hour TV Show to keep 
delivering the Gospel to children. Not only did it find its way into the homes of our kids, but it also 
found audiences in Iowa, Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, and even as far away as Japan!  The      
results were heart-warming. Despite a pandemic, Evangel kept the Gospel message flowing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We hope and pray our mission was accomplished. Thank you for your support of the Evangel 
Children’s Church TV Show over the past 114 weeks.  

Evangel Youth Game Night coming on Sunday, June 5 
 

Sunday, June 5, from 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm  

For Youth Grades 6-12 and friends  
 

Come for a fun night of pizza, pop, snacks, board games (bring one with!) and other activities.  
More details on the way.  Start telling your friends!  Youth can sign up by going to                
www.evangelum.org or clicking: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e48a4ae22a6f49-
evangel3. If you have questions please contact any of the following Game Night leaders:  
 

Andy McCright: amccright@gmail.com;  
Amy Klepper: klepperaj@gmail.com;  
Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org;  
Melissa Albrecht: eggleston.mellissa@gmail.com  

Children’s Church will shift from our Evangel TV Show to in-person 
class starting Sunday, June 12. Children’ s Church will be offered 
at both services, starting at 9:10 am and concluding at 9:50 during 
the Contemporary service, and starting 10:30 am and concluding 
around 11:30 am. Children’s Church is for all children Pre. K thru 
Grade 5 and will be held in the Children’s Library (Room 225) just 
off the main lobby. Attendance numbers will be tracked during 
June and we will modify the schedule in July if necessary.  
 

Our theme this summer will be “The Beatitudes: What Jesus 
Shared in the Sermon on the Mount.” Education Directors Jim 
Klepper and Clancy Craven and friends will lead.  We hope to see 
our kids back this summer!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e48a4ae22a6f49-evangel3
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e48a4ae22a6f49-evangel3
mailto:amccright@gmail.com
mailto:klepperaj@gmail.com
mailto:jklepper@evangelum.org
mailto:eggleston.mellissa@gmail.com
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Mega Kids Camp - Volunteers Needed This Summer to Help Us Reach Kids 

for Christ 
 

Mega Kids Camp has already broken our registration record and we still have almost 2 months to go 
before camp July 25-28! We will consider limiting registrations as soon as we consult with our church 
partner Autumn Ridge. We must be able to accommodate the campers who register.  Whatever the 
final registration numbers, we’ll need all capable hands this summer. Some jobs are prior to Mega 
Camp while others require only an hour a day (registration) or one morning for the four days of camp 
(huddle coaches).  No matter the job, it is a very short term commitment. 
 

As you consider volunteering for Mega Kids Camp, please know the incredible impact camp has on 
children’s lives. Just recently Jim Klepper’s neighbor said his co-worker’s son attended camp last 
summer and had committed his life to Jesus for the very first time!   
 

There are a number of options to sign up to be a volunteer: call the church at 507-289-4817, or visit         
evangelum.org > Mega Kids Camp.  If you receive this newsletter electronically, click: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A4AE22A6F49-mega1. Thank you in advance for your help with 
this year’s Mega Kids Camp 2022. 

The Minnesota Twins vs. The Tampa Bay Rays at Target Field 
Saturday, June 11 - Game at 1:10 pm (meet at church by: 10:30 am) 
Cost: $35 (1 ticket and round-trip bus fare) 
 

Come join your Evangel family and friends this summer to watch the       
Minnesota Twins take on the Tampa Bay Rays this June. We are taking a 
bus to Minneapolis and parking just a block away from Target Field.  Round 
trip bus fare and one ticket is only $35 (a significant savings on trans-
portation).  If you would like to drive yourself, tickets are $23.  We have    
purchased a few extra tickets so if you missed the May 20

 
deadline contact 

Jim Klepper or Clancy Craven to see if extra tickets remain.  To sign up go 
to evangelum.org > scroll down > MN 
Twins Game or click: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e48a4ae22a6f49-
minnesota. And remember to invite your friends!  Let’s get out 
there this summer and cheer on the Twins!  

Sr. High Recognition Sunday on Sunday, June 5 

It has been a challenge over the past 2 ½ years 
for our seniors to complete High School during 
Covid, but they did it! Now it is time to celebrate 
our 2022 graduates.  A special recognition will 

be held at both the 8:49 and 10:30 worship   
services which will include a  video and Bible 
presentation. Let’s support our Seniors like  

never before. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A4AE22A6F49-mega1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A4AE22A6F49-mega1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e48a4ae22a6f49-minnesota
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e48a4ae22a6f49-minnesota
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Coffee, Cinnamon Rolls and Conversations About Grief & Loss 
 

Grief doesn’t go away but changes, and many of us have triggers that bring up memories of 
those we’ve lost.  This can be a recent loss or from many years ago.  If you are in need of this 
group, please join us get support from those who understand.  Come one month or all three.  
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Volunteer Opportunities: 
 

Meals On Wheels 
Meals on Wheels Delivery Drivers are needed to help deliver midday 
meals to our seniors in the community.  To learn more, contact the 
Meals on Wheels volunteer team at:  
https://volunteers@familyservicerochester.org.    

 
The Landing at Silver Lake Station 
Volunteers serve snacks, meals and perform other minor tasks. To   
become  involved, contact Alex Hurlebaus at 507-319-1212.  More    
information can be obtained from Norm Meeks at 507-254-0785. 
 

Family Promise of Rochester 
Family Promise houses and nurtures young families new to Rochester to 
help them get established in the community. For volunteer opportunities,  
go to: https://www.fprochestermn.org/volunteer.  Contact Scott Kerl at 
507-281-2985 | ssnpkerl@gmail.com with questions. 
 

 

If you have questions or ideas for outreach projects, contact Jackie Hall, Community Ministries 
Chair, at 507-358-4354, or any of the Community Ministries Team: Gayle Holter, Phyllis Hammes, 

Roanna Vine and Susan Rader. 

Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging the people 
of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions, and to help youth/adults become active 

in mission projects.  Community Ministries is committed to changing lives within 
Evangel, across the street, and throughout the Rochester area. 

Missions 
  

The Mission Team met in May and reviewed correspondence from 
various missions and missionaries, authorized support for Scott 
and Vicky Satre with the Wycliffe Bible Translators, translating in 
the Cameroons, and for Tyler and Shayne Hartman with Athletes 
In Action at the University of Minnesota.  On Sunday, June 19, Dan 
Fiefield of The Landing at Silver Lake Station will be speaking at 
both services about Rochester’s mid-day homeless center. 
 

Newsletters and videos we receive from missionaries and missions 
we support can be viewed by going to evangelum.org > Ministries 
> Missionaries. Recent news on missions/missionaries can also be 
found on the Mission Bulletin Board located in the hallway across 
from Room 223.   
  

Support for the Evangel Mission Program can be achieved by making a 2nd Mile Gift to the Mission Team 
Budget.  If there is a Mission or Missionary listed on Evangel’s website you would like to financially support, 
send a check to the Church Office and designate which mission.  
 

We urge you to continue to be in prayer for Trevor Long of the Navigators who is undergoing treatment for 
stage 4 cancer.  Prayers are needed for the other missions and missionaries we support, and for the war-
torn people and refugees of the Ukraine. Keep in mind there will always be a variety of mission needs.  If 
you have ideas about missions or want to be actively involved with the Mission Team, contact any member 
our team:  Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg and Jim Cooper.  

mailto:Meals%20on%20Wheels%20Delivery%20Drivers%20are%20needed%20to%20help%20deliver%20midday%20meals%20to%20our%20seniors%20in%20the%20community.%20%20To%20learn%20more,%20contact%20the%20Meals%20on%20https://volunteers@familyservicerochester.org
https://www.fprochestermn.org/volunteer
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Caregiver Therapy 
 

This easy-to-read booklet from Care Notes shows you how to take care of     
yourself as you take care of someone else. It invites you to deepen and enrich 
your caregiving experience by opening your heart to others and opening your 
spirit to lessons of love and trust.   
 
Lesson 4: 
Let your wise and gentle inner voice guide you in your caregiving. There’s no 
“perfect” way to care. Perfection isn’t the goal.  LOVE IS.  

In Memory of Those We’ve Lost 

Dwight Rieke 
October 26, 1925 - 

April 28, 2022 

• Prayers for Dale Cooper who has been diagnosed 
with Covid and recovering at home. 

 

• Wayne Bastian back home and recovering from  
      in-patient medical treatment.  Prayers for healing. 
 

• Scott Kerl fell and broke is hip.  Prayers for healing 
and a speedy recovery. 

 

• Cynda Tischer’s brother, Rodney, underwent back 
surgery on 5/4.  Prayers for recovery. 

 

• Janet Strom – moving to Northfield, MN.  Prayers 
for health and an easy transition into her new home. 

  

• Linda Brueck - continued prayers for healing and 
recovery. 

 

• Continued prayers for friends of Carl and Sylvia 
Rolfs.  Baby Earl is expected to remain in the hospi-
tal until spring, followed by in-home nursing care. 

 

• Continued prayers for Jane Martin, Barb        
Schroeder’s sister, as she learns to walk again     
following stroke.  

 

• Dorene Speer – prayers for healing 

Prayer Requests 
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For Those Who Are Grieving 

Grief Support Barb Schroeder 
Grief Counselor 

507-288-8152 
bjschroeder@charter.net 

Each month we will highlight a chapter from the book, “A, B, C’s of Healthy Grieving: A Companion for 
Everyday Coping” by Harold Ivan Smith.  
 

Q – Quit urging yourself to “get over it.” 
 
Grievers often take on the “get over it” advice of a “grief-light” culture.  Grievers parrot the advice of a 
culture that has one goal: getting over grief as quickly as possible.  I’ve had numerous widows say, “they 
tell me I should be over it by now.” Those three words “they tell me” are enormously destructive because 
whoever comprises the “they” may never have experienced significant loss or they may have been in a 
relationship that was unhealthy.  One father told me, “things do not get better...they get different.”  
Things shift ever so slightly.  Mark Doty observes “things have shifted with the passage of a whole year, 
and though sorrow isn’t lessened, I’m in a different relationship to it somehow.” (Heaven’s Coast, p. 283).  
 

A griever needs to ask: “Am I getting wise advice?” Is this advice coming from someone who has 
“walked the walk” in order to “talk the talk?”  Barbara Ascher wrote after her brother’s death, “I have been 
trying to make the best of grief and am just beginning to learn to allow it to make the best of 
me.”  (Landscape Without Gravity p. 98).  It will only make the best of me if I quit urging myself to “Get 
over it.” 
 

I CAN – quit urging myself to get over it.  



Caregiver Therapy 

Journal 
 

This easy-to-read book-
let from Care Notes 
shows you how to take 
care of yourself as you 
take care of someone 
else.  It invites you to 
deepen and enrich your 
caregiving experience, 
opening your heart to 
others and opening 
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Online & Technology 

Feed the Need 2 - A Look Back 
 

Thank you to all who volunteered and donated food to this year’s Feed the Need 2.  Your contributions 
have helped fight against food insecurity in our community.    



June 2022 

 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednes-
day 

Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:49 am - Contemporary  
Service (LIVE STREAM / IN - 
PERSON) 
 

9:10 am - Children’s Church
(225) 

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-PERSON) 

 

10:30 am - Children’s Church 
(225) 
 

 

 

7:00 pm - Boy Scouts 
(Gym)  
 
7:30 pm - Al-Anon (223) 

 
 

6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 

  10:00 am - Overeaters 
Anonymous (224) 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

      4:00 pm - Piano Recital 
(Sanctuary) 

5 Pentecost 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Senior High      
Recognition Sunday 

 
(no Children’s Church) 

 
12:00 pm - Sunday School 
Teacher’s End of the Tear Pool 
Party (Mark & Leslie Clark’s) 
 
2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 
 
5:00 pm - Youth Game Night 
( Gym/Dinette) 

9:00 am - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
1:00 pm - Quilter’s        
Sew-ciety (Sanctuary/
Lobby) 
 
7:00 pm - Quilter’s        
Sew-ciety (Sanctuary/
Lobby) 

7:00 pm - SPRC (224) 
 

1:00 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 

 

 

 
 

6:30 pm - Finance 
(ZOOM) 
 
 
 

 9:30 am - Piano Recital 
 
1:10 pm - Twins Game 
(Target Field) 

12 13 14 Flag Day 15 16 17 18 

 
11:45 am - Coffee, Cinnamon 
Rolls and Conversations About 
Grief & Loss (221)  

 

1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm  - Mom’s Oval 
(221) 
 
6:45 pm - Interested 
Investors (224)  
 
 
 

6:30 pm - Christian     
Education (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - Trustees 
(ZOOM) 

9:00 am - Cut Ups at 
Assisi Heights 

 

 
 
 

  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2:00 pm - T.E.C meeting (224) 
 
2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 
 

1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 
 
 
 

  

 

 

  

 
 

26 27 28 29 30 1 2 
2:00 pm - T.E.C Meeting (224) 1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 

(224) 
6:30 pm - Missions (221)  9:30 am - Older Folders 

(224) 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

Sunday Worship Services &  

Children’s Church 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary Service (live-stream & in-person) 

9:10 am - Children’s Church 

10:30 am - Traditional Service (live-stream & in-person) 

10:30 am - Children’s Church 
 
 

All Are Welcome! 
 


