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From Pastor Mark
It’s been four weeks now, as I pen this column on a Monday afternoon, since we flipped our worship
service times. As we suspected, responses to this change have been mixed. I’ve had some members
who are dealing with physical issues, and who prefer traditional worship, tell me that it’s much easier
for them to get to the 10:30 service. Others haven’t liked the change to their routine. And we continue
to see mounting evidence that, if we want to reach younger families, we have to schedule services
targeting them earlier on Sunday mornings, and that our culture is no longer willing to set Sunday
mornings aside as a sacred time.
Whether you like the switch or not, I want to thank you for the effort you’ve made to adjust to the
change. I know that for many of us change is about as welcome as a letter from the IRS! It’s good to
know that the sense of family we find at Evangel is important enough to hold us together. Thank you
Inside this issue:
for that.
Perhaps it’s been the time flip, or maybe it was our Vision, Priorities, and Goals rollout on Pentecost
Sunday, but a number of you have reached out to me with suggestions on things we might try. In fact,
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I had three people share ideas with me on the same day a couple of weeks ago! While all three had
Women
different thoughts on what we should do, they were similar in that each fell under the “attractional”
model for church growth.
The attractional model is built upon the belief that people, and resources, should flow from the comChristian
3
munity into the church. It’s basic premise is that if our worship (our preaching and our music) and our
Education News
programs are simply vibrant enough, we will “attract” new people and grow. One of the reasons that
so many of our ideas are attractional in nature is that this approach was once quite effective. In most
Youth/Evangel’s
6
U.S. congregations it worked well into the1990's.
New Vision
Unfortunately, the attractional model no longer works. And it no longer works because the underlying
Statement
assumptions behind it are no longer true. You see, the attractional model assumes that there are still
large numbers of people who recognize their need to worship and who are actively looking for a
Mission Update/
7
church to call home. Neither assumption appears to be the case.
Project Serving
List
And so I want to share some of the assumptions that I'm working with today, and that have led me to
believe that Evangel will find its future in a more “missional” posture (and the “missional” model
Community
8
believes that the church should be sending people and resources out into the community to actively
Ministry News
engage and connect with others).
I believe that the culture we're living and doing ministry in is increasingly secular, and that it no longer protects Sunday mornings (or even Wednesday nights) for the church.
In Our Prayers
9
I believe that the cultural forces that once pushed people into churches no longer exist. Cultural
Christianity is dead.
Online News
10 I believe that institutional distrust by younger people has left them wary of the church.
I believe that growing numbers of younger people (and indeed people of all ages) see no need for, and
so are not looking for, a place to worship or a church to be a part of. Last year I heard a popular
June Calendar
11 Church leader offer this analogy: “People in our culture today who aren't already active in a church
think about going to church about as often as you or I think about going to a Synagogue.”
But there's a positive in the midst of all of these negatives, and that is that studies show that most
people in our culture are still open to faith conversations. They just aren't looking for, or thinking
about, finding a church to be a part of. We'll only reach these folks by going to them, by loving and
building relationships with them, and by living out our faith in front of them. That's what it means to
be missional.
If we hope to grow via the attractional model, we'll be targeting an ever shrinking population group.
It's the missional model that will open the doors for us to reach new people!
In Christ,
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United Methodist Women
Eve Circle

Will Not Be Meeting Until October.

Lydia Circle

Thursday, July 19th at 1 p.m. (Fireside Room)
Hostess:
Leader:
Program:

Mom’s Circle

Everyone
Everyone
POTLUCK PICNIC—Appreciating Nature

Details in Sunday’s Bulletins.
Take a break and join us for coffee, snacks and
laughter! Contact Jen Hull at 507-285-4838 with
questions. Childcare is provided.

Sewing Circle

Every Monday at Evangel Church (Room 224)
from 9-11:30 a.m. Donations of gently-used sheets are always welcome.
(No more fabric is needed.) Thank you. Always inviting ladies to join us!

The Cut-Ups
Tuesday, July 17th from 9a.m.—Noon at Assisi Heights
Cut-Ups will meet at Assisi Heights in the second floor Bundles of Love workrooms on Tuesday,
July 17 from 9 a.m. to noon. Handicapped parking with closer access to the elevator is located
behind the building. All others should park in front and sign in at the small table near the reception
desk. If you have questions, please contact Brenda Gaskell (281-5647) or Beth Taylor (254-0072).

Quilting & More
Wednesday, July 11th from 1-3 p.m.
All are welcome! Bring your own project to work on whether it be a prayer shawl,
pocket prayer shawl, or something of your choice. Join in the fun and fellowship. Quilting and More meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 1-3 p.m.

New Grandparents
Ozzy Jones Hall was welcomed into the world on Monday, June 11th about 10 am. He
weighed 6lbs 6oz and his legs have not stopped moving yet. Proud grandparents Gordy
and Jackie Hall say he will be a great hiker!
Tim and Bev Morgan became the proud grandparents of Norbert Charles Morgen Lilla on
June 21st at 3:45 am. He weighed 6lbs 9oz. Parents of Norbert are Matt and Miranda.

Thank You
A big thank you to Arlan Walton for creating the new flower stand. The visual arts so appreciates all you do for us!
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Christian Education News
Evangel Christian Education
Jim Klepper; jklepper@evangelum.org
Clancy Craven; ccraven@evangelum.org
Christian Education Upcoming Events
Every Sunday………………… Children’s Church during both services
Thursday July 28…………… Christian Education Meeting
Monday July 2………………. Christian Education Meeting
Monday July 9………………. Mega Kids Camp Volunteer Meeting
July 16-19…………………….. Evangel Mega Kids Camp!
Mid July ………………………. Fall Sunday School schedule announced

Children’s Church at 9:00 and 10:30 all summer!!
Evangel Christian Education will continue to offer Children’s church at both services all
summer long! Children will attend worship with their parents and then be dismissed to
children’s church about 20 minutes into the worship service. All children age 4—5th
grade are invited to the children’s library to experience amazing children’s worship
together!
 Music time!
 Children read scripture!
 Interactive and innovative Bible teaching that is hands on and fun!
 Arts projects and crafts!
 Projects and prizes!
Join us for children’s church this summer and be sure to invite your friends!

Coming this September 9th. Kick Off Sunday 2018—Save the Date!
Kick off Sunday 2018 will be one of our best ever as we gather together to start a new
Sunday School year together at Evangel!! Please plan to join us for all the singing, teaching, object lessons, humor, dancing, puppets, BBQ, games, and so much more!!
Plan to bring a friend and neighbors too as well as invite Evangel church family you have
not seen for awhile!
Save the date! This will be EPIC!!
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Exploring Sunday School Schedule for 2018
The Evangel Christian Education Department will meet on Monday, June 7th at 6:30 p.m. to meet for our monthly
meeting. Part of our discussion that evening will be our fall Sunday School schedule considering that the Evangel
Church Council has proceeded with the plan to ‘flip” the Traditional and Contemporary worship hours with Contemporary at 9 a.m. and Traditional at 10:30 a.m.
What we know for sure is that the Sunday School hour will continue to meet at the 9 a.m. hour this fall (during
Contemporary worship.) There are options for the Sunday School scheduling such as:
 Have Sunday School start at 9 a.m. as we did this past year to directly coincide with the start of the
worship hour.
 Stagger the start of the Sunday School hour to begin at 9:25 a.m. so children could worship in the
sanctuary for the praise set before going to class. The Sunday School hour would then run from
9:25—10:20 a.m. which would give parents time to have fellowship after the worship hour before picking up their children.


If we choose the staggered start model the Christian Education team will need to take into account the Safe Sanctuaries policy regarding dismissing children from the sanctuary, the schedule of teachers who are teaching Sunday School AND either playing in the worship band or participating in one of Evangel’s choirs, the issue of children
who may come late or are dropped off etc.
The education team will meet again on June 28 and July 2 and plan to have a recommendation to the Evangel
church council by mid July.
If you have questions or ideas, please feel free to attend the Christian Education meetings or email Jim Klepper
jklepper@evangelum.org or Clancy Craven at ccraven@evangelum.org.
We would love and appreciate all good ideas and feedback before we set the Sunday School Schedule for the fall.

Top 11 Ways to Invite Kids to Mega Kids Camp
11.Twitter—Use your twitter contacts to reach out!
10. Texting—Use Phone texting to all your family!
9.Facebook—Share on Facebook about this great camp!
8.Posters—Pick up posters from our display & help post in Rochester
7.Phone Calls—Don’t forget to mention our Sports Camp!
6.Hand our registrations—Kids’ soccer & baseball/T-ball games!
5.Sponsor a kid—Tell your family/friends/neighbors/co-workers you’ll sponsor their kid to attend
our Sports Camp. $35 per child!!
4.Yard Sign—We have yard signs to put up throughout Rochester—pick up signs at our Lobby
display!
3.Door hangers—Pick up a stack of door hangers and walk your neighborhood!
2.Grandparents—Invite your grandkids or great-grandkids to spend the week/offer to provide
transportation to Sports Camp!

1.PERSONAL INVITE!
Dates: Monday—Thursday, July 16-19, 2018
Time: 8:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Location: Century High School (National Volleyball Center)
Price: $35 (Scholarships available—Please call the church office at 507-289-4817)
REGISTRATION IS OPEN – REGISTER NOW!
Please register at:
www.evangelum.org and follow the Mega Kids Camp link OR Fill out a form at the Welcome
Center at Evangel Church and turn in OR call 507-289-4817 and register!
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Mega Kids Camp is 235 children so far! We will need all volunteers for this life
changing event. Please save the mornings of July 16-19 to help us if you can!
WE WILL NEED YOU ON JULY 16-19 IN THE MORNINGS IF AT ALL POSSIBLE! Our Evangel Mega Kids camp
has 235 registrations so far with many weeks to go before the event. We know we already ask much of
you but this is such a unique opportunity to share the gospel we hope you might be able to join us.
Below is a copy of the volunteer form for you to examine in case you might be able to help us this year.
You can either print it out and bring in your copy or see Clancy or myself for a copy here at church. We
would love to have you!!

MEGA KIDS CAMP—VOLUNTEER FORM

Monday, July 16th –Thursday, July 19th from 8:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m. at CENTURY HIGH SCHOOL
Would you like to make a difference and have fun at the same time? Join the MEGA KIDS CAMP team! From
singing songs to telling stories to just hanging out with kids, there’s a place for you at
MEGA KIDS CAMP!
WE NEED PEOPLE TO HELP WITH…
(Check boxes next to jobs you are interested in.)
 Music Coaches (leading worship songs)-All Morning
 Huddle Coaches (leading a group of 5–8 kids) - All Morning (Need Lots!)
 Snack Coaches (organizing snacks)-1-hour Mid-Morning
 Safety Coaches (running the first aid station) - All Morning
 Registration Coaches (organizing registration table) - Daily 8:30am-9:30am
 End of Day Coaches (making sure the kids are with the right people to go home) Daily 11:30am-12:30pm
 Prayer Coaches (leading a prayer team) – Prior, during and after VBS
 Pre-School Coaches (leading and organizing the event)
YOUR NAME: ___________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER: ______________________________________
EMAIL: ________________________________________________
If you are interested in volunteering or have questions about the volunteer positions, please call or email the
Church Office at: 507-289-4817; office@evangelum.org. OR turn in this form to the Church Office.
Thank you!
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Russ Bruhnke: rebruhnke@gmail.com or (507) 226-1138
July is here! This is a big month for Youth! We have two mission trips and Mega Kids Camp, all
during this month. This is a big month, indeed! This month, Evangel Youth will be the hands and
Feet of Jesus.
Jesus, in all four Gospels, encourages the Disciples to go and do good things in His name. Bring
others to him that may never have known about him otherwise. This is where mission work comes
in. For each group it may look a little different. The work may seem mindless for some, for others
it may push them way out of their comfort zone. Yet living out Jesus’ commands is ultimately what
the aim is for. So as the two groups go out this month and share the Good News with people,
please pray for us. Pray for those who this is their first trip away from home. Pray for those of us
who have issues back home that we may be thinking about. Pray for the relationships being made
as we work in Montana and South Dakota. Pray that the Gospel is shared, and that lives are
changed. Oh, and pray the bus gets us there and back!
Please return the forms sent via e-mail to the church ASAP!
Upcoming Events
August 5—Youth Mission Sunday
August 13— Wisconsin Dells Day trip
Mission Trips 2018
July 7—14
Sr. High—Crow Reservation, MT
Youth on the trip– Sophie Craven, Ezra Craven, Nick Bruhnke, Lizzie Spencer, Leia Spencer, Ciara Albrecht, Grace
Lundquist, Nathan Kanzelman, Sarah Walters, Jenna Rieke, Emma Lundquist, Ella Hanson, Lexi McAndrew, Lily Linden, Gwen Elgin
Adults– Helen Duff & Russ Bruhnke

July 29—Aug. 3

Jr. High—Lake Traverse, SD

Youth on the trip– Melissa Magruder, Abby Magruder, Ellie Flodstrom, Abbey Flodstrom, Ella Fiegal, Elsie Craven,
Ruth Walters, Payton Evans, Garret Hermanson, Hailey Long, Mitchell Poncelet, Isaac Neveau
Adults-Amy Neveau, Rachel Poncelet, Russ Bruhnke

Evangel’s New Vision Statement
“Creating vibrant, Spirit-filled followers of Jesus who will go out to, connect with, serve, and
transform the Rochester community.”
1st Priority:

We will design and implement small discipleship groups to carry out this vision.
The goal we’ve set is to have 50% of the people engaged in Christ’s ministry
through Evangel active in small discipleship groups by 2023.

2nd Priority:

To connect more effectively with younger people by providing opportunities for authentic
community and service, so that belonging may lead to believing!
Our goal is to have our congregation reflect the age demographics of our city by 2023!

3rd Priority:

To make offering Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior organic (that means natural) to
every mission and ministry of Evangel Church, that He might transform our city!
Our goal is to have new Professions of Faith equal 10% of our average weekly worship
attendance by 2023 (so that if we average 300 people we will have at least 30
Professions of Faith that year.)
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Mission Update

The Evangel Mission Team met early in June. Arlan Walton joined us to share about his trip to Deweyville, TX last October to help with hurricane relief. He share stories of the families served and also
the great ongoing need.
In late May, we received word from the Ask’s which read in part:
“We have come to accept that our career in missions needs to be put on hold. We cam to this decision
because of Visa problems. In order to pursue why we were rejected and to to press futher onward with
processing a new visa, we would need to hire a lawyer, not cheap. Another variable is our budget. After our furlough, we held steady at being only 63% funded. With only that amount, OM wouldn’t allow
us to move with hopes of reaching 100% in the months coming after moving.”
With a baby coming, Megan and Parker needed to make a tough decision about what would be best for
their family. So they are stepping back from missions at this time. They will be seeking what plans God
has for them in the future. Pray for them.
So far in 2018, the Mission Team has given about $17,000 which is 46% of our budget. This month we
approved disbursements for: Lesley Wolfe & Trevor & Cassie Long, all working with the Navigators to
reach college students. Don’t forget to check the Mission Team board to read about these missions as
well as others we support.
Please contact any member of our team, Scott Kerl, Linda Gregg, Barb Weiss, Becky Pierce, Jim
Cooper, Bev Morgan, and Laura Weiss, if you have any questions or ideas or missions. Just a reminder—we meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. We will not meet in July, but you are invited
to join us in August if you with to learn more about missions.

Evangel’s Softball Teams
Everyone is invited to come and support Evangel’s TWO softball teams named
THUNDER & LIGHTNING!
Games take place THURSDAY EVENINGS at MCQUILLAN FIELD #1.
Please see schedule below for dates and times.
Thursday Date

Team Thunder

Team Lightning

7/5

8:55 pm

7:05 pm

7/12

8:00 pm

8:55 pm

7/19

PLAYOFFS

PLAYOFFS

7/26

PLAYOFFS

PLAYOFFS

Project and Serving List for July
Sid & Marlene Bavlnka
Jim & Pat Cooper
Ben & Rebecca Elgin
Barb Fritsche
Jim & Jane Garrett
Phyllis Hammes
Kathleen & David Wells

Gladys Jamison
Gloria Magruder
Bob & Ruth Ann Miles
Sherry Perry
Steve & Carmen Stenhaug

The monthly serving lists are made up of the members and friends of Evangel Church. Please note
that this is an important area of service to the church. We are asking all on the serving committee to
provide 2 dozen cookies for our Sunday Coffee Hours. If you are able to provide, please drop off at
the church by the 15th of the month. (Please no nuts or peanut butter.) Thank you!
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events
Community Ministries will promote Christian mission work by encouraging the people of Evangel to
volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth-adults become active in such mission projects.
Community Ministries is committed to changing lives across the street and throughout the
Rochester area.
Wednesday Night Meals
Yes, we’re looking ahead to when the meals begin in September. These meals have been a source of comradery for those who have an activity at Church on Wednesday Eve or those who just come to have a meal
and visit. A number of people have joined us from the neighborhood or are Day Care families. In their spare
time the kids have a “ball” playing in the gym. Those who have helped prepare and serve, and many of you
have, go away with a sense of accomplishment. Between about the middle of September through the first
week in May of 2019 about 26 meals will be served. If any of you would be able to help prepare any of the
meals occasionally, talk to Jackie or Gordy Hall for orientation. That would be a big help. Anyway, we’ll see
you in September.
Habitat for Humanity—Oronoco Gold Rush Days
Donations are needed for the Habitat for Humanity Booth at the downtown Oronoco Gold Rush Days,
August 16-19, 2018. Small pieces of furniture, antiques, vintage/collectables are preferred. Contact Jackie
Hall at 507-358-9354. Donations accepted after August 13.
Channel One Food Barrel
The food for the month of June is cookie supplies (flour, sugar, chocolate chips, peanut butter). The barrel
is located right inside the coat room on the left. Great job in keeping it filled!
The Woman’s Shelter
Good job in keeping the Women’s Shelter box overflowing! It’s located in our coat room just off the main entrance The shelter is always looking for clothes. If it seems to be full, there is always room for more!
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) Gathering -Tue., July 17th at 6:30 p.m.
All are welcome whether novice or expert. Purpose of this group is to share fellowship and faith while crocheting and knitting (or learning to crochet or knit). Plan to meet third Tuesday of the month at 6:30-8:30 p.m. in
the Fireside Room at Evangel. Bring your own projects, hooks, needles and yarn. For more information contact Jackie Hall (507) 358-4354 or Marcia O’Brien at (507) 254-5731.
Muffin Men Ministry
Muffins on Sunday, July 8th—50 cents each!
Blueberry, Chocolate-chocolate chip, Lemon Poppy Seed and a homemade surprise!
Muffin Men Contact: Joel Sackett: 289-9156
Supports our Community Ministries!

July 2018

Page 9

In Our Prayers—Please Pray For:



















Herb Hess—prayers for healing
Jim and Andrea Burnoski’s grandson Roman – prayers for healing
Jean Anderson – prayers for healing
Larry Frear – prayers for healing
Paula Jackson Aderogba’s mom Carol is on hospice
Fred Ableitner – prayers for health
Lenny Zastrow – prayers for health
Marlene Rucker—prayers for health
Lucy Horn – prayers for healing.
Linda Manthei – prayers for health
Val Rieke – prayers for the family as Val’s father passed away
Marilyn Bauer’s friend Gregg Palmer – prayers for healing
Brenda Gaskell’s sister-in-law Heather – prayers for healing
Dayton Pennington passed away (friend of June Boettcher) – prayers for his family and friends
Amy Homard’s dad is on hospice – prayers for the family
Delores Robertson - prayers for healing from surgery
Carmen Monson - prayers for the family as Richard passed away
Marge Oliver—prayers for family as Bill passed away

Changes to Sunday Sermons Being Streamed LIVE Online!
With the new web site, there is a little change on how to access the services being streamed live. Just go to
evangelum.org and select MEDIA on the top of the home page. Once you are on the media page, select the
red LIVE and then the play button in the middle of the picture.
Do you have a fun vacation planned this summer? Bring Evangel along and view the sermons LIVE on Sunday mornings!
If there is a church service that you missed or want to go back and view, select MEDIA from the home page
to find the church service you want to view. If you have any questions, please contact Tim Morgan at tmorgan@evangelum.org or 289-4817. Thank You!!!
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UMC Market makes it possible for our church to receive donations from retailers every time you make
an online purchase. The best thing is that you don’t need to change anything from how you shop today,
and every small donation makes a difference. This is a service available through the General Council
on Finance and Administration. Online shoppers open an account (it takes less than 2 minutes) and
then do their normal online shopping. Purchases from corporate partners will qualify for a percentage
contribution to Evangel. Some of the corporate partners include Best Buy, Kohl’s, Target, Macy’s, Starbucks and hundreds more. If you are shopping online anyway, please take a moment and sign up for
the UMC Market to earn some corporate donations for Evangel.
Signing Up is Free!
You can easily sign up for free. When you go to UMC Market, you will click on the “Sign In/Up” at the
top. Enter your email and create a password. Press “Submit”
Select “MN” under “Select a State”, then select “ROCHESTER” under “Select a City”, finally choose
“Evangel United Methodist Church” under “Select a Ministry”. Then press “Submit”
You are now ready to shop. At any time you can go back to UMC Market, login (top right corner) and
shop away.

You can also support us when you shop.
Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0737342
and Amazon donates to Evangel United Methodist Church.
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SUN
Every Sunday

MON
Every Monday

9 am Cont. Worship
9 am Children’s Church
10:30 am Traditional
Worship
10:30 am Children’s
Church

9 am-Sewing Circle (224)
7:30 pm-Alanon (FH)

2 pm Tea Time Quilters

6 pm—Praise Team
Practice
7:45 pm-Praise Team
Planning

9:30 am-Older Folders

7 pm-Chinese
Church

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

13

14

9 am Cont. Worship
9 am Children’s Church
10:30 am Traditional
Worship
10:30 am Children’s
Church
2 pm Chinese Church
2 pm TEC Team meeting

9 am Sewing Circle (224)
6:30 pm Christian Education
7:30 Alanon @ Fellowship

TUES
Every Tuesday

WED
Every Wed

THUR
Every Thursday

FRI
Every Friday

SAT
Every Sat.

Independence Day
3:30 pm Evangel UMC
6:30 pm Mission Commision

Church Office Closed

8

9

10

11

12

9 am Cont. Worship
9 am Children’s Church
10:30 am Traditional
Worship
10:30 am Children’s
Church
Muffin Men
2pm Chinese Church
2 pm TEC Team Meeting

9 am Sewing Circle (224)
7 pm American Heritage
Girls (Fireside)

1 pm Channel One Food
6:30 pm JAM Session
6:30 pm Trustees Meeting
6:30 pm SPRC Mtg (224)

1 pm Quilting & More
6 pm Praise Team
Practice

9 am Evangelism
Cohort
6:30 pm Finance
Meeting

15

16

17

18

19

20

MEGA KIDS CAMP———11:15 am Cynthia Williams
(Fireside)
6:30 pm Church Council
Meeting

MEGA KIDS CAMP——9 am The Cut Ups @
Assisi Heights
6:30 pm The FLOCK
(Fireside)

MEGA KIDS CAMP—--

MEGA KIDS CAMP—-

TEC NEEDS WHOLE

9:30 am TEC
Weekenders Arrive

1 pm Quilting & More

TEC NEEDS WHOLE
CHURCH
1 pm Lydia Circle
(Fireside)
4pm TEC Team Arrives
7pm SOS (Fireside)

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

TEC NEEDS WHOLE
CHURCH
9 am Cont. Worship
9 am Children’s Church
10:30 am Traditional
Church
10:30 am Children’s
Church

6:30 pm Community Ministries

9:30 am-Older Folders
REPORTER WEEK

11am Monson
Funeral

1 pm—Lydia Circle

4:30 pm Simon/
Winkels Wedding
Rehearsal & Dinner

3 pm Simon/
Winkels Wedding at
Evangel

29

30

9 am Cont. Worship
9 am Children’s Church
10:30 am Traditional
Worship
10:30 am Children’s
Church
2 pm—TEC Team Mtg.

9 am Cont. Worship
9 am Children’s Church
10:30 Traditional Worship
10:30 Children’s Church
2 pm Chinese Church

3:30 pm Elexio Success
Coaching
6:30 pm JAM Session

CHURCH

7 pm- S.O.S.
(Fireside)

31

10 am 4-H Performing Arts Day

TEC NEEDS
WHOLE CHURCH

21
TEC NEED
WHOLE CHURCH
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