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If you follow the congregational updates that we send out by email every week 
(generally on Thursday), or track COVID-19 numbers from any of a number of 
sources, then you already know that infection numbers have been dropping rapidly 
in Olmsted County, largely in conjunction with the rollout of vaccines. 
 
Locally, our most sobering numbers during the pandemic occurred back on           
November 27th, when our fourteen day rolling average of new cases of COVID-19 
hit 140 per day. But in December the first vaccines began going into arms, and 
we’ve not had a single day where new cases even reached double digits in Olmsted 
County since May 18th. More than that, each of the past three weeks has seen our 
County report a new low in the total number of new cases. As I write this column, 
one case was reported on both June 14th and 15th, two on June 16th, one on the 17th, 
and two on the 18th. Back on June 11th we had zero new cases. Today I learned that 
as of June 19th, 80% of Olmsted County residents age 16 and up have at least     
started the vaccine! 
 
With our local schools having already regathered in classrooms this past spring, our 
hope is that we will be able to return to our regular programming again this fall, with 
in-person Sunday School, a return of our Wednesday night meals, Confirmation, and 
more. That gives us two months to take our first cautious steps towards re-engaging 
with one another face-to-face. While I know that many of you have become comfort-
able watching our live stream from home, if you haven’t attended in-person worship 
since the start of the pandemic, I’d encourage you to join us in the sanctuary at least 
a couple of times this summer in order to raise your comfort level in such a         
gathering! 
 
In last month’s Pastor’s Column I noted that Church Council was asking those of 
you attending “in-person” worship to continue to wear a mask through the end of 
June in order to give our younger members more time to become fully vaccinated. 
Those protocols will change beginning the 1st of July. Masking will now be           
voluntary, though we strongly recommend that you wear a mask if you are not yet 
vaccinated. We also know that after so many months of caution, some will not yet be 
comfortable in a larger group without a mask. Please know that you are welcome to 
continue to mask up in worship even if you are fully vaccinated. 
 
Finally, let’s be patient with each other. The pandemic has inflicted a toll on every-
one, and none of us is at our best right now. With time, and in God’s grace, we’ll get 
there. Let us know how you’re doing. 
 
In Christ, 
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Youth News 
Russ Bruhnke (rebuhnke@gmail.com) 226-1138 

 

I was looking back at last July’s article and this statement stuck out: “…you can’t count on anything 
being “normal”.”  But there is one person you can count on to be the same today, yesterday, and 
into the future: Jesus! He is the same no matter what; He is always there for you and you can count 
on Him!”  Fast forward one year later and you can see how Jesus has been there for us. We now 
have a vaccine and things are trending toward our “new normal.” He loves us and wants what’s 
best for us, and even though last year was challenging, He helped us through. Remember, Jesus 
loves you! 
 
Mission Service Opportunity 
 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, the mission trip to South Dakota has been cancelled. However, we 
are going to do mission service in our own community. The daily schedule will be very similar to our 
normal mission trip, except you will sleep in your own bed!  The following youth and adults will be 
participating: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Youth 
Cooper Hull  
Hailey Long 

Garret Hermanson 
Michael McCright 

Ciara Albrecht  
Nick Bruhnke 
Leia Spencer 

Evie Ellenbaum 
Payton Evans 
Cody Evans 
Ella Hanson 
Ruth Walters 

Maddie Ferguson 
Theo Wermers 

Adults 
Russ Bruhnke  

Mandy Ellenbaum 
Andy McCright  

Michelle Wermers 
Janda Ferguson 

Farewell 
 

This article will be my last as I will be retiring from the Youth Director     
position August 1st of this year. It has been a great 7 year run and one I 
would do again in a heartbeat!  It’s been fantastic getting to know all of 
you and I wish you all well.  God Bless and I’ll see you all at church (and 
on the Mission Service!) 
 

 

   - Russ Bruhnke 

mailto:rebuhnke@gmail.com
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday…………………………………….Evangel Children’s Church TV Show at 9:55 am  
Tuesday, July 13…………………………………Christian Education Meeting (ZOOM) 
Mid July (Date TBA)……………………………..Mega Kids Camp Volunteer Training 
July 26 - 29……………………………………….Mega Kids Camp “Legendary- Journey to the Hall of Fame” 
Tuesday, August 10……………………………..Christian Education Meeting 

Children’s Church TV -  “The Parables of Jesus”  
 

Christian Education will continue to offer the Children’s Church TV Show between the first and second   
service every Sunday (airing approximately 5 minutes after the conclusion of the 8:49 am service, and no 
later than 9:55 am).  
 

COVID 19 has been challenging but we will always find ways to connect with our 
kids and share the Gospel.  Bible teaching, science experiments, videos, story-
telling, crafts, games and snack ideas are all included.  
 

This summer we are focusing on the, “Parables of Jesus” series.  The TV show 
will coincide with Pastor Mark’s teachings in worship every Sunday so we will be 
teaching on the same topic!  Full of creativity and memorable moments for      
children and adults to enjoy.  Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven will teach with Tim 
Morgan on production. We hope you can tune in! 

Furniture Sale Coming This July (Date TBA) 
 

Christin Education was not able to hold our full-scale Rummage Sale in 2020 
due to the biggest party pooper of all time: COVID 19.  We did hold a small 
furniture sale in November that raised about $1,000.  Because we still have 
furniture remaining, and have recently acquired more furniture, we have     
decided to hold another furniture sale this July on Facebook Marketplace.  
Check your weekly Evangel communications for the specific dates and then 
shop with us to help fund our many Christian Education programs and       
outreach ministries. If you have a piece of furniture you would like to donate, 
let us know and we will pick it up.  Whatever we do not sell this July, we will 
put in our October in-person Rummage Sale set for Saturday, October 30 
(see article below).  
 

Annual Fall Rummage Sale  
 

Saturday, October 30 | 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 

Many of you have been asking if Evangel will be holding the 
annual Rummage Sale this Fall. The answer is YES!  We are 
excited to once again hold this very important fundraiser which 
helps support many of our educational and outreach ministries 
such as “Mega Kids Camp”, “Trunk or Treat”, “Feed the Need”, 
the “Easter Egg Hunt”, Evangel’s “Mental Health Forums” and 
more!  Please save your donations for us and mark your        
calendar for Saturday, October 30. 100% of the funds raised go 
to children’s ministries and city-wide outreach.  Questions?  
Please contact Jim or Clancy. 
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MEGA KIDS CAMP REGISTRATION 
 

July 26 - 29 from 8:45 am - 12:30 pm | Rochester Century High School  
National Volleyball Center 

2601 Viola Rd NE, Rochester, MN 55906 
 

Evangel Sunday School Teacher Recruitment Coming for the 2021 - 2022 Year  
 

Evangel is blessed to have a legendary heritage in Christian Education.  Spanning over a half century, we have 
made a commitment to pass on the faith to new generations.  Thousands of people have come to know Jesus Christ 
as their Savior and Lord!   One of the primary ministries of Evangel’s Christian Education is our  Sunday School     
Department, providing a relationally based approach to sharing the Gospel in life transforming ways. 
 

Soon, we will be recruiting our teaching staff for the 2021 – 2022 year.  We do not know what the fall will look like 
concerning COVID 19, but we are hopeful it will be in the classrooms of our church!  We’re looking to retain many of 
our teachers from past years but to also bring in new teachers as well.  The mixture of experience and new ideas is 
vital to the excellence of our Sunday School Department.  Christian Education will provide:  
 

• Team teaching environment in every classroom featuring 3 to 6 teachers per 
room. You are never alone and it is easy to have time off when needed.  

• Professional curriculum that is easy to use and follow.  Everything is provided 
for you and you do not need to write lessons. Just follow the guidelines in the 
material and share parts of the lessons with your co teachers.  

• Training and support is provided by Evangel Christian Education Staff Jim 
Klepper and Clancy Craven.  

• Excellent classroom space that is clean, safe, spacious, and bright. A fun   
atmosphere is always provided.   

• Supplies for the classroom: scissors, paper, anything your heart desires!  
 
Are you interested in joining our team or would like more information?  Fill out the form below and mail to: Evangel 
UMC 2645 North Broadway, Rochester, MN 55906.  Do you have questions?  Contact Jim Klepper at                 
jklepper@evangelum.org or Clancy Craven at ccraven@evangelum.org.   
 
At this time in history, we need teachers to be there for our kids more than ever!  Consider teaching this year 
in Evangel Sunday School. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

Evangel Sunday School Teacher Registration  2021 - 2022 
 

 ___  Yes, I would like to join Evangel’s Teaching Team for the 2021 - 2021 Sunday School year. 
 

 ___ Yes, please contact me with more information. 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #:_______________________________________________________________  
 
E-mail:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

“First a child learns to love their teacher, then they learn to love their teacher’s God.” 

Please do not delay registering 
your child(ren). Tracks are filling up 
quickly!  Numbers are limited on 
campers due to the National     
Volleyball Center capacity limit  
during COVID 19.  A waitlist has 
been created for tracks that have 
been filled.  There is a good possi-
bility we will be able to add more 
children if CDC guidelines relax 
throughout the summer.   

To register, go to 
www.evangelum.org, scroll down 
and click the “Mega Kids Camp 
2021” logo or, if you receive this 
newsletter  digitally, click https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/mega-kids-
camp-2021-legendary-journey-to-
the-hall-of-fame-registration-
149725754763.   

mailto:jklepper@evangelum.org
mailto:ccraven@evangelum.org
http://www.evangelum.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mega-kids-camp-2021-legendary-journey-to-the-hall-of-fame-registration-149725754763
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mega-kids-camp-2021-legendary-journey-to-the-hall-of-fame-registration-149725754763
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mega-kids-camp-2021-legendary-journey-to-the-hall-of-fame-registration-149725754763
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mega-kids-camp-2021-legendary-journey-to-the-hall-of-fame-registration-149725754763
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mega-kids-camp-2021-legendary-journey-to-the-hall-of-fame-registration-149725754763
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Mega Kids Camp July 26 – 29   *VOLUNTEERS NEEDED* 
 

We are excited to offer an in-person experience for kids this summer. We believe God is up to something very BIG for 
Mega Kids Camp this year. This is a unique moment in time. Plans and preparations are underway:   
 
• Head coaches are secured for Adventure 1, Adventure 2, Soccer, Pre-K, Horse Training and Creative Arts.   
• Snack Team is staffed and ready to pack nutritious and delicious treats.   
• Rally Teams are “ready-to-roll” with music, skits, and fun, memorable teaching.  
• A revamped schedule and new COVID friendly registration procedures are set.  
• “Mega” our camp mascot is “in training” and excited to greet the kids.  
• The horses are ready to be saddled and all our Adventure equipment and inflatables are ready 

for use. 
• Art materials are ready to order and the Pre-K bouncy house is ready for action.  
• The National Volleyball Center at Century High School is clean and ready for kids.  

 
So far so good, but we are not quite ready yet…  
 
WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS! 
 

We are looking for folks who love kids and can share a few hours this summer to help children know they are loved by   
caring adults and a great big God.  Our primary need is for Mega Kids Camp “Huddle Coaches”. 
 

 
So, what does a huddle coach do? 
 
A huddle coach’s main responsibility is “shepherding” 5 -10 kids throughout day at 
camp, keeping track of them as you move from rallies to activities. Huddle coaches are 
never alone with their group and will always have extra assistance immediately availa-
ble if they need it. We have registered nurses on site as well as a behavioral specialist 
for unique situations.  Huddle coaches do not need to coach the activities.  All 
coaching is done by our head coaches (who are all recruited). You may be asked by 
head coaches to be extra hands, but our head coaches will lead all activities. There is 
(1) “10-minute huddle time” per day with the small group you will lead.  But don’t worry, 
it’s super easy and a huddle coach guide is provided with everything you need.  
 
 

 
Huddle coaches’ requirements are basic.  
 
We would need you to be available for (4) mornings on July 26 - 29 from        
8:30 am – 12:30 pm. You need to be at least Grade 7 – Adult.  Youth will always 
have adults nearby.  No huddle coach is ever alone with campers. A background 
check is mandatory for all Mega Kids Camp volunteers.  It’s easy and always 
confidential.  
 
That’s it! Being a huddle coach is that simple.  We have children on waiting lists 
at present due to COVID guidelines, but if restrictions relax as the summer      
progresses, we would love to add these children to our active registration list.  If 
that happens, we will need huddle coaches to accommodate them.  
 
We need you!  Please consider helping us this summer for Mega Kids Camp 
2021. There are several ways to sign up:  
 

• Fill out the form on page 6 and mail/walk in to Evangel 
• Email or call Camp Directors Jim Klepper (jklepper@evangelum.org) or Clancy Craven (ccraven@evangelum.org) 

507-289 - 4817 
• Sign up electronically by going to evangelum.org > scroll down > click “Mega Kids Camp Volunteer to Help”  
• For those who receive newsletter by email, click:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e48a4ae22a6f49-mega  
 
After you sign up, we will contact you with background check instructions and the time and date of the Pre-camp All Team 
Meeting (one meeting only). 
 
Despite the lingering, multi layered obstacles a worldwide pandemic can place in our path, we remain fully committed to 
reach kids this year.  If there was ever a time when our kids needed Jesus the most, it’s now.  A return to “in-person” camp 
represents “hope has been realized”.  It proves the God we seek and the God we serve is a God that always wins!  It is 
time to move ahead, and we will do so safely and courageously.  We hope you will be able to join us as one of our         
volunteers this summer. We need you and more importantly, our kids and God need you. Thank you.  
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MEGA KIDS CAMP 2021 
 
 

 “LEGENDARY - Journey to the Hall of Fame” 
 

July 26 - 29 | 8:45 am - 12:30 pm 
(If rain, make-up day on Friday, July 30) 

 
 

Rochester Century High School - National Volleyball Center 
2601 Viola Rd NE, Rochester, MN 55906 

 

Would you like to make a difference and have fun at the same time? 
Join the EVANGEL MEGA KIDS CAMP team! 

 
WE NEED PEOPLE TO HELP WITH…… 

(Check boxes next to the jobs you are interested in) 
 

□ Welcoming Committee/Traffic Control/Bathroom Monitors – All Morning 
 

□ Huddle Coaches (no coaching required, leading a group of 6–10 kids. Circle top 3 choices) – All Morning 
 

Soccer     Creative Art Project     Adventure Track 1   Adventure Track 2 
 

Horseback-Riding Track     Pre-School 
 

□ Snack Coaches (organizing snacks) - All Morning 
 

□ Nurses (Medical Professionals running the first aid station) - All Morning 
 

□ Prayer Coaches (leading a prayer team) – Prior, during and after VBS 
 
Up to Date Background Check (Circle One):        Yes   No 

 

YOUR NAME: ______________________________________Age: __________ 

 

PHONE NUMBER: _________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL: _________________________________________________________ 

                 

If you are interested in volunteering or have questions about volunteer positions, please call or  
email the Church Office at: 

 

507-289-4817 
office@evangelum.org 

OR turn in this form to the Church Office.  Thank you! 
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging 
the people of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/

adults become active in mission projects.  Community Ministries is      
committed to changing lives across the street and throughout the        

Rochester area. 

Though Community Ministries hasn’t met in 2021, we continue to support Rochester ministries and 
activities at Evangel, including MEGA Kids Camp, scheduled for July 26 - 29.  If you can volunteer, 
please fill out the volunteer form on page 6 and return it to Evangel, or click https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A4AE22A6F49-mega.  If you have questions about MEGA 
Kids Camp volunteering, email Jim Klepper at jklepper@evangelum.org.  
 
The following volunteer opportunities are also available: 
 
Assist at The Landing at Silver Lake Station, a day care center for 
the homeless located at the former Silver Lake Fire Station.  
Serve snacks, meals, and perform minor tasks.  Contact Alex 
Hurlebaus at 507-319-1212.  2-3 hour shifts can be made at: 
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab23a7fec-thelanding. For 
more information, contact Norm Meeks at 507-254-0785. 
 
Volunteers are needed for Family Promise (formerly Interfaith Hospitality 
Network).  Family Promise houses and nurtures young families new to 
Rochester to help them get established in the community.  Questions 
about the program and volunteer positions can be directed to Scott Kerl at 
507-281-2985. 
 
The activities and ministries we supported in 2020 are listed in the January 2021 Reporter. If you 
have questions or ideas for outreach projects, contact Jackie Hall, Community Ministries Chair, at 
507-358-4354 or any of the Community Ministries Team: Dennis Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim 
Cooper, Phyllis Hammes, Roanna Vine and Susan Rader. 

Teen Hope Ministries 19th Annual Summer Fruit Sale 
 

Georgia Peach and Pecans are now available to order.  Orders are expected to  
arrive on July 7

th
. To order online click https://teenhope.z2systems.com/np/

clients/teenhope/giftstore.jsp or visit www.teenhopeministries.org to print off 
an order form and mail in.  If you have questions, contact Gary Kadansky at        
507-288-4567 | info@teenhopeministries.org  

Cut-Ups 
 

Requests for infant layette bundles from agencies partnered with Bundles of Love 
are increasing. Bundles of Love leaders are hopeful we will be able to return to 
the work rooms at Assisi Heights very soon. In the meantime, items that are cut 
or sewn can be dropped off at 4522 5th Street NW. Call 507-288-0592 to set up 
day/time to drop off or pick up kits.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A4AE22A6F49-mega
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48A4AE22A6F49-mega
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab23a7fec-thelanding
https://teenhope.z2systems.com/np/clients/teenhope/giftstore.jsp
https://teenhope.z2systems.com/np/clients/teenhope/giftstore.jsp
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“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; 
And lean not unto thine own understanding.” 

 

 - Proverbs 3:5 

Health and Wellness 
 

As we continue to grow through the outcomes of the pandemic, one thing that may have been missing for each of us was our 
own self-care.  This idea of having a special focus each day may be just what you need to focus on taking care of you.  This 
can be a way to connect your family during the summer months. Every day get together and share your thoughts on the topic 
for the day.  
 
“Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul.” 
  

 - 3 John 1:2 

Prayer Requests - Please Pray For... 
 

• Wayne & Marilyn Bastian – Wayne has been in and out of 
the hospital undergoing tests.  Prayers for health 

 

• Gloria Butterbaugh – underwent surgery on 6/17 for a   
broken femur.  Prayers for healing and recovery 

In Memory of  Those We’ve Lost 

Beverly Cooper 
April 8, 1931- 
June 23, 2021 
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For Those Who Are Grieving 

Grief Support Barb Schroeder 
Grief Counselor 

507-288-8152 
bjschroeder@charter.net 

Each month we will highlight a chapter from the book, “A, B, C’s of Healthy Grieving: A Companion for 
Everyday Coping” by Harold Ivan Smith.  
 

F - Face Your Fears 
 
Fears are like icebergs: about 10 percent can be seen above the water 
line, while the lethal 90 percent lurks below the surface.  Fears are a 
major element in grief. The question most people who suffer loss ask 
themselves is “how will I ever survive without…?” 
 
The question of “how will I survive?”, continuously ricochets down the 
canyons of the heart, especially for those who have lost a loved one 
through murder, suicide, gang violence, or in an automobile accident in 
which there was no warning of approaching death. If a loved one was 
killed in a traffic accident, just riding in a car may provoke fears and 
heighten anxiety. 

 
For many grievers, the menacing fear is an ill-stated but well-known feeling 
of “will I ever be happy again?” or “my life is over.”  Some may fear being 
alone for the rest of their lives, while others fear the death of another loved 
one. Fear often launches the “poor me” symphony. 
 
A griever’s fears often have consequences for other family members.  Mamie 
Eisenhower, whose son Doud died in 1921 of scarlet fever, was so afraid that 
her other son John would die that she hovered over him. This made for a 
tough childhood. 
 
 

There is nothing wrong with having fear - it is what you do with those fears that counts.  I like the slogan on 
a t-shirt: feel the fear and do it anyway. 
 

 

Cultivating a Grateful Heart 
 

“I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought, and that   
gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder.”   
 

 - Gilbert K. Chesterton 
 
“Let us be thankful and please God by worshiping Him.”   
 

 - Hebrews 12:28 

I CAN – Face my fears.  
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Mission Team  
 

The Evangel Mission Team met in June where we reviewed correspondence and authorized financial support for 
KHK and the Methodist Midwest Distribution Center.  KHK is a ministry that is geared to improving the lives of impov-
erished children in rural Cambodia.  The Methodist Midwest Distribution Center distributes forms of aid throughout 
the nation and many parts of the world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletters we receive from the missionaries and missions we support (listed in the   
January Reporter) are posted on the Evangel website.  To read them go to 
www.evangelum.org > Ministries > Missionaries.  The Mission Bulletin Board is also    
being updated with recent news of those missionaries and missions.  The bulletin board 
is located in the hallway across from Room 223. 
 

If there is any mission or missionary listed on the Evangel webpage you would like to 
support financially, mail or drop off a check to Evangel and designate which mission you 
are supporting.   
 
We urge you to be in prayer as COVID 19 precautions are being relaxed, and also for our 
missionary and mission partners as many of them are still dealing with the pandemic.  If 
you have questions or ideas about Missions, contact any member of our team: Scott Kerl, 
Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg, Norm Meeks and Jim Cooper.   
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  

Every Sunday 

 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:30 am - Coffee Time 
(ZOOM) 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service (LIVE STREAM / IN - 
PERSON) 
 

9:55 am - Children’s Church 
TV Show (ONLINE)  

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-
PERSON) 
 

 

 

1:15 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
  
7:30 pm - Al-Anon (223) 

 6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

    

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

  
 

     

4  5 6 7 8 9 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   6:30 pm - Finance     
Committee (ZOOM) 

 
  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 6:45 pm - Interested 
Investors (224) 

6:30 pm - Christian Education 
(ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 
 

1:30 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 
 

   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

     

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
   

 
 9:30 am - Older Folders 

(224) 
  



Evangel United Methodist Church 
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Rochester, MN  55906 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

Worship Services & Sunday School 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary Service (live-stream & in-person) 

9:55 am - Children’s Church TV Show (online) 

10:30 am - Traditional Service (live-stream & in-person)  

 

All Are Welcome! 
 

 


