
Enhanced English (Methodical) Bible Study Techniques 
 

   "Bible study is the regular, careful, systematic examination of the Word of God, with an alert 

mind and a prayerful, open heart. Worthwhile Bible study requires effort. But it is well within 

the reach of any person of average intelligence."  

By David L. Thompson in Bible Study That Works, pp. 12ff 

 

Selecting a Text – for serious study a standard, non-paraphrasing version of the Bible should be 

used. These include the KJV, the NKJV, the ASV, the NASB, and the RSV or NRSV. For rapid 

readings or for general surveys or for use as a sort of commentary consider the Living Bible, 

TEV, Good News, or Phillip’s. The NIV and NEB are crosses between the two. 

 

STUDYING THE BIBLE – In any study of the Scriptures there are two basic questions to be 

asked. 

I) What did the author intend to say to his first readers? 

II) What, if anything, does that have to do with us and our world?  

 

What the author intended to say is discovered by studying both the content and the structure of 

the passage. 

 

A) CONTENT 

 

1) Do a general survey (repeated) of the book, chapter, or paragraph, observing persons, places, 

and themes of overall importance. Often the most important themes are repeated.  

 

2) Select a title that describes for you the content of each book, chapter, and paragraph (3 to 5 

words long).  

 

3) How much space is given this theme or point? 

 

4) What literary style is this passage written in? 

- Prose or Poetry 

- Narrative of history or events 

- Letter/Epistle 

- Legal code 

- Prophecy 

- Song 

- Prayer 

- Essay  

- Parable 

 

B) STRUCTURE 

1) Causation = Cause > effect. Key words that MAY indicate this structure include “so”, “thus”, 

"therefore", “when” and “consequently”. 

 

2) Substantiation = effect > cause. Key words include "for", "because", "since". 



 

3) Instrumentation = purpose. States purpose or result. (Greek hina clauses) 

Key words that MAY indicate this structure include “that”, “in order that”, and "so that". 

 

4) Agency. Generally indicated by the use of the word “through”. 

 

5) Climax. 

 

6) Comparison. Key words include "just as", "like", "as".  

 

7) Contrast. Generally indicated by the use of the word is “but” or possibly “however”. 

 

8) Pivot or change of direction.  

 

9) Generalization/particularization (or vice-versa). Generalization is the movement from 

particular to general. Particularization is the movement from general to particular. 

 

10) Introduction.  

 

11) Question/answer or problem/solution. 

 

12) Recurrence 

 

13) Conditional Statements  

      - Condition according to fact (1st class)                - Condition contrary to fact (2nd class) 

      - Condition that may or may not be true (3rd class conditional statement)  

 

Actual interpretation can begin at this point by asking questions based on the content & structure.  

1) Questions to gain definition: Who, what, where, when? 

2) Questions to learn reasons: Why, what purpose, etc? 

3) ‘Questions to learn means: How? 

4) Questions to learn implications: 

Answers to these questions are found by: 

1) Studying the context.  

2) Studying and defining major words or phrases through a word study, commentary, using other  

translations, etc. 

II) LIVE THE WORD. Asking the "so what" questions by: 

1) Finding principles. 

2) Being specific and concrete in searching for personal applications. 

 what sin should I confess? 

 what affirmations about God, Christ, myself, others, or the world must I make?  

 what changes should I make. 

 what prayer should I pray for myself, family, others, or enemies. 


