
How We Profane God’s Name Today – Taking the Sermon Home with you!

Exodus 20:7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold 
anyone guiltless who misuses His name.” 

The 1st Commandment (Ex 20:3) tells us WHO to worship. The 2nd (Ex 20:4-6) tells us HOW to 
worship! The 3rd Commandment is intended to keep us from misusing or abusing God’s name! 
Like the first two commandments, cultural shifts and changes may keep us from recognizing the 
original intent of this prohibition.

We often THINK that the 3rd commandment is a reminder that we should not use God’s name as 
a curse word. While this interpretation may indeed fall under a broad understanding of the 
prohibition, it doesn’t appear to really be the original meaning. In fact, it likely wouldn’t have 
been necessary to even remind the Jewish people not to use God’s name in a curse. By the 1st 
century the personal name of God (Yahweh) was understood to be so holy that the Jewish people 
wouldn’t even dare utter it! While this name for God is found repeatedly in the Hebrew text, 
when the people would read the text out loud they would insert the word Lord (Adonai) in its 
place. This tradition has been duplicated in our English translations of the OT, and explains why 
we often see the words “Lord God” used together. In the Hebrew it actually reads “Yahweh 
God.”

It’s more likely, then, that the 3rd commandment was originally intended to warn people not to 
swear an oath by invoking God’s name – especially if you didn’t really intend to KEEP your 
word!

This meaning is clearly captured in Leviticus 19:12 “Do not swear falsely by My name and so 
profane the name of your God. I am the Lord.” 

That this was a real, and continuing, problem, is revealed by the fact that centuries later Jesus 
would offer a similar warning in the Sermon on the Mount. In Matthew 5:33-37 He 
warns, “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, 
but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: 
either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, 
for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even 
one hair white or black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this 
comes from the evil one.

Today, of course, we rarely invoke God’s name as a way of asserting our sincerity when making 
a statement, but that doesn’t mean that this 3rd Commandment is no longer relevant.

If the 3rd commandment is intended to keep us from tying God’s name to that which is not true, 
there may be a handful of ways that we can still violate it. 

In Acts 19:11-20, we read the story of the seven sons of a Jewish High Priest named Sceva. The 
sons are exorcists, and hearing reports that demons are being cast out in Jesus’ name, they 



attempt to use it even though they are not “Christ-followers.” It doesn’t go well for them! (see 
the story below).

11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs 
or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them 
and the evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to 
invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the 
Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 
15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 
16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and 
overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this became 
known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the 
name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of those who were now believers came, 
confessing and divulging their practices. 19 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts 
brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of 
them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord continued to 
increase and prevail mightily.

Dr. Robert Utley, founder of International Sunday School Lessons Inc., suggests that “for the 
majority of civilization today this commandment warns against a perfunctory faith – living life 
in God’s name without really knowing and revering Him! This is the practical atheism that is 
being practiced in many western 'Christian' nations.”

More than anything else, today the 3rd commandment warns us against claiming Christs name 
while not truly living as a Christ-follower. 

Questions to Consider:
1) Can you think of times when you're actions have fallen short of what you profess to be and 
believe? When are you most likely to live and act in ways that do not honor God?

2) Can you think of times or ways when you act as if you had not really believed the vows you 
took in Confirmation or when you joined the church? 

3) Can you think of any times when you sought to make another think that you were living and 
practicing a faith that was greater than it really is?  

As a result of what you have learned by answering these questions, is there anything in your life 
that you need to surrender to God?


