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In September it will have been seven months since COVID-19 disrupted all of our lives, 
forcing us to make massive changes in our daily routines. Last March, schools and churches 
moved online. Pro sports suspended their seasons. Restaurants, and other businesses where 
people tend to congregate closely together, shut down or shifted to carry out and delivery. 
We added words and phrases such as “social distancing” and “contact tracing” to our daily 
lexicon. To say that this has all been incredibly stressful would be an understatement.  
 
And it’s not likely to end anytime soon!  
 
That last line is not intended to discourage you. But I am concerned that we’re not handling 
this well as a nation, and that our fraying nerves are increasingly spilling over into our    
interactions with others, including within the church. Over the last month or so growing 
numbers of pastors have been reporting that conflict is increasing in their congregations, 
and that the conflict is centered in how we should, or should not, respond to the pandemic. 
The conflict stems from the sometimes dramatically different ways people view the steps 
that government has asked us to take. 
 
Some are simply impatient with it all, believing that things should have already returned to 
normal. This group may or may not believe that disease reporting is dramatically over-
blown, but regardless they think we should have been back in our sanctuaries in June,   
singing at full force to boot. Others fall into a group sometimes described as the obedient. 
Our Governor and medical experts have told us that we should wear masks and socially  
distance, and so they will. A third group consists of those who are cautious or even fearful. 
They, or their loved ones, may have underlying health conditions that leave them more   
vulnerable to COVID-19, or they may already be suffering from heightened anxiety in life. 
The 24-hour news industry, overjoyed to have a real crisis to keep our attention, isn’t    
helping. 
 
We weren’t created to live this way. And we’re not handling it well.    
 
The CDC recently reported that one out of four Americans between 18 and 24 said they’d 
considered suicide during this pandemic. Among respondents of all ages, 40 percent       
reported suffering from mental or behavioral health issues related to the pandemic,          
including anxiety, depression, and stress disorders. 
 
We weren’t created to live this way. And we’re not handling it well.    
   
COVID-19 has placed us in an unenviable position, where we now view nearly anyone not 
from our immediate family with suspicion (and sometimes we wonder whether even they 
are safe). As of today there have been 70,298 positive cases of COVID-19 in the State of 
Minnesota, or 1.2% of our population, and that goes all the way back to March! The       
percentages are identical in Olmsted County. That makes the odds of running into someone 
with the virus fairly small. But I have seen people visibly flinch when I walked by them in a 
store aisle. And I have personally paused when a clerk handed me a pen, wondering    
whether someone who was unknowingly contagious had touched it just before me.  
 
 
         Continued on next page... 
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The Cut-Ups 
 

Though we still cannot meet at Assisi Heights, Bundles of Love volunteers         
continue to sew, knit, and crochet infant items for babies in need. Diapers, baby 
wipes, and baby wash are also purchased to include in the bundles. If you would 
like to help  financially, please go to bundlesoflove.org/fundraising/ and click the 
“donate” button.  
 

Contact:  Brenda Gaskell | humbird5@charter.net | 507-281-5647 

Marriages 
 

Paul and Sandi (Hanson) Galuska 

Friday, August 7, 2020 
 

Mike & Kate (Hoquard) Aakre  

Saturday, August 15, 2020 

From Lisa Stiving 
 

“I would like to thank everyone for their cards, support and prayers during my surgery 
and recovery. I felt so loved and cared for!” 

Change of Address/Phone Number 
 

Pauline Kirschner (507) 319-1778 
Harriet Borst: (507) 206-3650 
 
Both Pauline and Harriet are located at: 
 

996 Southern Ridge Drive SW 
Rochester, MN 55902 

We’re not created to live for this long with this level of fear. We’re being flooded with stress hormones, and we 
aren’t handling it well.    
 
I’m not trying to discourage you. I’m writing this because I believe that we are probably going to have to alter 
our lives because of this pandemic for several more months. I’m writing because I’m seeing signs that people 
are already reaching their breaking point, and we need to be prepared and able to endure longer. I’m writing, 
then, to urge you to find hope, strength, and meaning in your faith.  
 
We were not created to live in fear, but in faith.  
 
Let’s make wise decisions as a congregation. Let’s make personal choices that take the needs and concerns of 
others into consideration, remembering that we are called to love our neighbors as ourselves. And let’s treat 
each other with grace, recognizing that we’re all stressed far beyond our normal limits.   
 
Scot McKnight, a professor of New Testament at Northern Baptist Theological Seminary in Lisle, IL, blogs 
today at ChristianityToday.com. Every week he includes a Prayer for the Week from the Book of Common 
Prayer (the short title of a number of related prayer books used in the Anglican Communion). This past weeks 
prayer feels worth sharing. 
 
Grant, O merciful God, that Your Church, being gathered together in unity by Your Holy Spirit, may show 
forth Your power among all peoples, to the glory of Your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Maranatha. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
In Christ, 

 

http://www.bundlesoflove.org/fundraising/
mailto:humbird5@charter.net
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Late August………………………………………………..Sunday School Teacher Orientation 
Tuesday, September 8…………………………………...Christian Education Team 
Sunday, September 13…………………………………...Kickoff Sunday “Safe on the Rock” 
Sunday, September 20…………………………………...Virtual Sunday School classes for all ages 

Plans For the Fall 2020 Sunday School Year 
 

Evangel Kickoff Sunday Worship is September 13 at 10:30 am (weather permitting).  If it rains, we will livestream 
the service from the sanctuary.  Kickoff Sunday is the day we launch our Sunday School, youth, and music          
ministries.  It is one of the biggest days of the year for Evangel Christian Education. 
 
Our theme this year is “Safe on the Rock.”  It is based on Matthew 7:24-27, where Jesus talks about the wise and 
foolish builder. The wise man is the one who builds his house on the Rock of Jesus Christ.  We want to assure our 
kids, now more than ever, that the Rock (Jesus) is their safe harbor in the storm and the foundation of their lives, 
forever! 
 
Kickoff Sunday will be in the Evangel north parking lot with socially distanced parking.  Worship will include music 
with a full band playing “Pharaoh Pharaoh” (Safe on the Rock edition), object lessons, skits, outdoor sets, Second 
Grade Bible presentation and much more. Volunteers will safely distribute “Welcome Back-Pak’s” to children and 
their families.  These will include curriculum for at-home use, Pop Rock’s candy, “Safe on the Rock” themed gifts 
and many digital/paper resources for families to use during the pandemic. 

Virtual Sunday School Classes Begin the Week of Sunday, September 20 
 

Evangel Sunday School will not meet in person until CDC regulations and the Evangel Church Council gives us 
the green light.  Until that time, we will hold class in a creative, innovative, and safe virtual setting with Sunday 
School teachers leading the way!  

   
Sunday School teachers will film themselves teaching curriculum, which parents will then be able to access online 
and use at home with their children anytime during the week. This online teaching will be set up in an easy-to-use 
format.  Families will see and hear their Sunday School teachers and be able to interact with the material.  For 
those of you who participated in Mega Kids Camp this past summer, it is the same system used for coach training. 
 

Benefits of Virtual Sunday School: 

• Children will continue to see and hear from their Sunday School teachers, providing continuity to our children ’s 
spiritual growth during this stressful time.  

• Sunday School curriculum can be accessed any time during the week. Simply go to www.evangelum.org > 
Sunday School class link > age level.  

• Families with children in multiple classes only need one online device. 

• A safe way to hold Sunday School during a worldwide health crisis. 

2nd Grade Class to Receive Bibles   
 

Evangel 2nd Graders will be presented their “Investigators Bible” on Sunday, September 13 
during our “Safe on the Rock” Kickoff celebration.  Bibles will be distributed following CDC 
recommended protocols.  Please uplift these children in prayer as they embark on this great 
adventure of reading God’s Word.  
 
2020-2021 Second Graders: 
 

Emmitt Glover, Kate Hansen, Chase Hill, Delainney Hollrah, Liam O’Neil, Cullen Pierce,                
Quinn Pierce, Colin Resner, Violet Sanduist and Arya Steele 
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Safe Sanctuaries Training 
 

Training will be offered online this fall, taking approximately 45 minutes to complete. All volunteers who work with children, 
youth, and vulnerable adults are required to take the training.  This can be completed at your convenience from computer. 
Evangel is a “Safe Sanctuaries Church,” meaning we take extra measures to provide a safe environment for all children, 
youth and adults in our care.  Evangel’s Safe Sanctuaries document is available for members and friends to review. Copies 
are located at the Check-In Center kiosks and Welcome Center in the lobby. 

Evangel Sunday School Teachers Needed 
 

Evangel has the best Sunday School teachers on the planet!  We are blessed to have 3-4 teachers per classroom to lead 
children, youth and adults into the study of God’s Word and a relationship with Jesus.  We welcome additional teachers 
and believe there is strength in numbers as we guide students along the way. Children need  teachers now more than 
ever during this pandemic. 
 
We provide curriculum, training, supplies, and everything needed to make teaching Sunday School fun and stress free.  
One hour could change a life!  Classes will begin virtually this year; very little time is required.  For more  information,   
contact Jim or Clancy jklepper@evnagelum.org or ccraven@evnagelum.org  

Sunday School Teacher Orientation 
 

All Sunday School teachers are invited to our Fall Orientation.  This will over Zoom this year.                               
 Date To Be Announced.  We will cover the following: 

• Room assignments 

• How to film Virtual Sunday School 

• Meet your co-teachers 

• Curriculum pick up 

• Nuts and bolts of Sunday School, including supplies, support and training 

• Kickoff Sunday theme presentation 

• Kickoff Sunday logistics 

• New fall schedule discussion 

• Q&A time  
 

Teacher orientation will be led by Jim Klepper and Clancy Carven.  This meeting should not go past 8:00 pm.  Safe   
Sanctuaries training will not be a part of orientation at this meeting (see Safe Sanctuaries Training article above).  We 
hope to see all Evangel Sunday School teachers soon on Zoom for a great start to an exciting Sunday School year! 

Fall Connect Groups COMING SOON 
 

Evangel Christian Education will provide fall Connect Groups in both ZOOM and in-person gatherings under 10 people.  
Classes are being selected now.  If you have a class you are interested in teaching or would like to see offered, contact Jim 
Klepper or Clancy Craven.  

• Parking attendants will guide vehicles to park every other stall and every other row 

• Lawn chairs permitted in open parking spaces between cars (passenger’s side) 

• Though the event is outside, please wear a mask 

• Welcome “Back-paks” will be distributed by masked/gloved volunteers 

• Bring your own meal after worship 

• Plexiglass screen in front of praise band for singing 

mailto:jklepper@evnagelum.org
mailto:ccraven@evnagelum.org
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 

 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging the people 
of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/adults become        

active in mission projects.  Community Ministries is committed to changing lives 
across the street and  throughout the Rochester area. 

Wednesday Night Meals 
It is uncertain when or if Wednesday Night Meals will resume.  The meals 
were initiated at the beginning of 2014 to serve those who were involved 
in the many Wednesday night activities at Evangel.  Other members of the 
church (and even people off the street) starting coming to enjoy a meal.  
The comradery was great, and children of all ages enjoyed playing in the 
gym after dinner and before their church activities.  Over the years, more than 4,000 meals 
were served.  This couldn’t have been done without the help of the many volunteers who 
cooked, served, washed dishes, and helped clean up.  Thank you! And of course, we always 
had to conclude each season with “Methodist Pie Night.” 
 
Community Ministries 
Meetings are on hold until further notice. Until we meet again, be thinking about what kinds 
of outreach projects we could become involved in, or what local ministries we can support.  
Suggestions or questions can be sent to Jackie Hall, Chairperson, at (507) 358-4354, or       
another member of the committee: Dennis Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim Cooper, Phyllis 
Hammes, Roanna Vine and Susan Rader. 
 
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) 
Canceled until further notice. 

Mission Team Activities 
 

On August 4, the Mission Team met together for the first time since early March.  We gathered 
around the swing outside the northwest door of the church.  The team reviewed correspondence 
and took action to continue financial support for the Williamsons, located in Taiwan, the Workmans 
in the Czech Republic, and the Midwest Distribution Center in Pawnee, Illinois.   
 
The letters we receive from the missionaries we support are posted on the Evangel website.  To 
read them go to www.evangelum.org > Ministries > Missionaries.  
 
Evangel recently sent 25 Personal Dignity Kits to the Midwest Distribution Center.  These were   
distributed to places in need throughout the country.  Requests for COVID 19 relief supplies are 
still continuing to be received.  If you would like to financially support the Midwest Distribution  
Center text MMDC to 41444 or by going to www.midwestmission.org/donate.  For every dollar  
contributed, $6.33 worth of supplies can be sent out.  
      
Continue to be in prayer as we adjust to the COVID 19 precautions, and for our missionary       
partners as they deal with the pandemic and social unrest.  If you have questions or ideas          
regarding Missions, contact any member of our team: Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda 
Gregg, Jo Spencer, Jim Cooper and Norm Meeks.   

http://www.midwestmission.org/donate
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In Our Prayers... 
 
• Sally Clark, former member at Bethany.  Passed away on 8/25.  

Prayers of peace and comfort for her family. 

• Ed & Sylvia Fishel – prayers for comfort, treatment plan, and   
healing 

• Audrey Kroening  - received pacemaker on 8/24.  Prayers for    
recovery. 

• James McArdle (7 yrs old).  Grandson of friends of Kaye and   
Arlan Walton.  Hospitalized due to unknown infection.  Prayers 
for healing and recovery. 

• Paul Panser – Delores Robertson’s son-in-law.  Paul is hospital-
ized following a stroke.  Prayers for healing 

• Mike Eggers – former member now residing in Arizona, tested 
positive for COVID 19.  Prayers for recovery 

• Jadah Kroening – underwent heart surgery on 8/12.  Prayers for 
healing and recovery 

• Phyllis Hammes – dismissed from rehab and back home after 
shoulder surgery.  Prayers for continued healing 

• Cheryl Chamberlain – receiving radiation treatments at Mayo.  Her 
and husband Bryce, visiting from NW Illinois.  Prayers for healing 

• Cathy Swee – treatments for cancer are proving successful.      
Prayers for continued healing 

• Lane Hermanson’s mother, Carol – prayers for healing and       
recovery from stroke 

• Bob Zerr – prayers for continued healing 

• Roman, Jim & Andrea Burnoski’s grandson - prayers for health 
and healing                                                                                                                                                                                

In Memory of Those We’ve Lost... 

Judy Cardell 
August 10, 1944- 

August 12, 2020 

Ray McRoberts 
March 12, 1945- 

August 17, 2020 

Leonard Jorgenson 
February 13, 1926- 

August 18, 2020 

In Remembrance of Vera Painter 

April 24, 1921 - August 4, 2020 
 

Vera Painter, wife of Pastor Robert Painter, 
passed away on Tuesday, August 4 at the 
age of 99.  Robert Painter was pastor at 
Evangel from 1959 – 1986.  A graveside     
service for Vera was held on August 7 at   
Sunset Memorial Gardens in Saint  Anthony, 
MN.   
 

The Painter Family hopes to visit Evangel  
after COVID 19 and have a “Moment of      
Remembrance” during worship.  The family 

requests memorials made out to Evangel United Methodist 
Church or Fridley United Methodist Church.  Cards or               
condolences can be sent to:  
 

Dan Painter 
6451 Arthur Street NE 

Fridley, MN 55432  
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Youth News 
Russ Bruhnke | rebuhnke@gmail.com | 507-226-1138 

 
Wow, I can't believe that summer's basically over!  Unfortunately, we have been unable to meet in person. I’m 
looking at ways we can stay safe and still meet in person at least once a month.  
 
Senior High Youth Group 
Senior High youth will meet Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 PM via ZOOM. Also, we will try to meet in person 
one Sunday a month in the gym to allow for social distancing. This will totally depend on the infection rate. Our 
first meeting will be Sunday, September 20 at 7:00 pm in the gym. I will let you all know via email if this will not 
work. 
 
Junior High Sunday School 
Junior High Sunday School will be held during the Traditional service (10:30 am) over ZOOM. I hope to meet about 
once a month in person if we can. Details are still being worked out. Look for an email. 
 
“Safe on the Rock” Kickoff Sunday 
Your help is needed to park cars for Kickoff Sunday on September 13.  We will do this similar to the Fair, showing 
the driver exactly where to park. I need 3 youth to help.  You should have received an email; please consider    
helping. 
 
Church Project 
We were unable to have a mission trip this year, but there is a project at church I’d like the youth to do: remove 
the lilac stumps in front of the church. You will receive an email outlining dates and times. Please email or text me 
about helping. I’d like to complete this before Kickoff Sunday, September 13. 
 
Mission Trip 
We are all set to go to Lake Traverse, SD in July 2021!  This is a mixed trip,     
meaning we will take Junior and Senior High.  22 spaces have been reserved and 
many youth have already signed up.  Your account from this year has been moved 
into next year’s trip; many of you already have money from last year. If you 
would like to go, and this includes incoming 6th graders, please contact Russ at 
the email above. Dates are July 11-16,2021 at Lake Traverse, SD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, I can be reached via email or my cell.  Looking forward to an incredible year! 

mailto:rebuhnke@gmail.com
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Online & Technology 

Southern Gospel Outdoor Service 
 

Sunday, September 6 | 10:30 am | North Parking Lot 
 

Come and sing a mixture of old gospel hymns and blue grass music with guitars, fiddles, an       
upright bass, banjos, and a mandolin. If inclement weather occurs, service will move inside to the 
sanctuary.   

A Friend In Need 
 

Bonnie Bickel could use a friendly visit.  She is living at Rochester West Health Services: 2215 
Hwy 52, Rochester, MN 55901.  Visitation is outdoors on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm.  If you’d like to see her, call the West Health Services Office at 
507-288-1818 to set up an appointment.  You must wear a mask and stay 6 feet apart.  When you 
arrive, ring the bell.  They will come to the door and bring Bonnie out onto the patio. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  

Every Sunday 
(Starting again April 17) 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:30 am - Coffee Time 
(ZOOM) 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service LIVE STREAM 
 

9:55 am - Sunday School 
ONLINE 

 

10:30 am - Traditional 
Service LIVE STREAM / 
“DRIVE-IN” (North Parking 
Lot) 

7:30 pm  - Al-anon (223)  6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 

 
 

 

   

  1 2 3 4 5 

  
 
 

6:30 pm - Missions         
Committee (Outside) 
 

   9:00 am - Southern 
Gospel Practice 
(Sanctuary) 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 

Southern Gospel   
Outdoor Worship 

10:30 am 
(Weather  

Permitting) 

 
 

6:30 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 
6:30 pm - Christian Education 
Team 
7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (224) 

 6:30 pm - Finance 
Committee (ZOOM) 

 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Kickoff     
Sunday 

“Safe on the 
Rock” 

10:30 am 

1:15 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 

 
6:30 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 

    

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 

Virtual  
Sunday 
School    
Begins 

 
10:30 am - Junior High 
Sunday School 
 
7:00 pm - Youth Group 
(gym) 

1:15 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (224)  

 
 

9:30 am - Older Folders 
(224) 

  

27 28 29 30    

10:30 am - Junior High 
Sunday School 
 
7:00 pm - Youth Group 
(ZOOM) 

1:15 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
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Online/Drive-In Worship Times 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 

9:55 am - Virtual Sunday School 

10:30 am - Traditional / Drive-In (North Parking Lot) 


