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"Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal        
covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing His will, and may 
He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 

glory for ever and ever. Amen." -Hebrews 13:20-21 
 
Greetings to our Evangel family in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ!  It is with great joy and anticipation that we look forward to being 
with you and serving among you starting in August. We write this as our 
family is in Ireland leading a church history study tour of Celtic         
Christianity, and Evangel is in the throes of Mega Kids Camp. It is good 
to be busy serving our Lord! 
 

Thank you to Pastor Susie for providing pastoral leadership during July 
and to all those who stepped up to make sure everything has kept going so 
well.  We will be moving to Rochester on Friday, July 29, but then we will      
return back to Forest Lake for our farewell Sunday on July 31st. Pastor 
David starts in the Evangel office on August 1st. Reese will be starting a 
new job at Gillette Children's Hospital in Saint Paul on August 8th.       
Rebekah will be serving as an intern at the Midwest Distribution Center of 
Illinois used by UMCOR before going to the University of Jamestown, 
ND, as a senior later in August. Nathan will be going to the University of 
Jamestown also as a sophomore. 
 

We will all be together in worship on August 7th as a family in order to 
greet you and get to know our new church family.  Reese and I also want 
to invite you all to the scheduled meet-and-greets hosted throughout     
August so we can meet you, hear the story of Evangel and learn about 
what God has planned for our church going forward. This is an exciting 
time for all of us, and we are expecting God to continue to do amazing 
things for and with Evangel. 
 

We are praying the verse above from Hebrews for you: that you may 
know God's peace, be fully equipped to do His will and to have Him work 
His will in and through you. We are praying for you, and we ask for your 
prayers, too.  See you soon! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor David & Reese 
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Announcements 

Cut-Ups at Assisi Heights 
 

Wednesday, August 24 | 9:00 am - 12:00 pm  
1001 14th St NW, Rochester, MN 55901  
 

The annual Bundles of Love Craft Sale Fundraiser will be held on Saturday, November 5, and      
Saturday, November 12, at 1101 Cliff Rd. E. Burnsville, MN, 55337.  A large variety of handcrafted 
items will be available for purchase.  

 

 

Happy Birthday 

We’d like to wish Remona Kisrow, who turns 90 on August 
9th, a very special Happy Birthday! Cards can be mailed to: 

403 18th Ave SW Rochester, MN 55902. 

Happy Anniversary 

Blessings to Terry & Joyce Mehring who will be celebrating 
their 50th wedding anniversary on August 5th.  Cards can be 

mailed to: 3871 Stoney Creek Lane NW, Rochester, MN 
55901.  Congratulations Terry & Joyce!   

From the Desk of Pastor Susie 
 

Retired again...maybe? What a joy it has been serving as your interim pastor this past month. 
These five weeks have been busy ones, especially the last one with Mega Camp, but oh what 
blessings there have been. Once again God showed us He can make a way!!! 
 

I have enjoyed sharing my messages with God making a way with Noah, David and Jesus. How 
blessed we were to also have Jim Klepper's message on how God provides with the example of 
Abraham and Isaac. It was also a gift to have our District Superintendent Rev. Cynthia Williams 
share with us how Jesus is able to calm the storms in our lives. Each of these messages assure 
us that we are never alone. God is always there and He will make a way even when there seems 
to be no way!!! 
 

Now it is time for a new chapter in the life of Evangel UMC with Pastor David Werner. Please 
hold him, his wife, Reese, and their family in your prayers as they too begin this new adventure. 
 

Once again I want to thank you for your support during this time of transition along with the 
many ways we serve God together. Thank you for the deep honor it has been to walk this jour-
ney with you. May God continue to bless and keep us in His care now and always! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Pastor Susie 
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  
Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 

Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 
Phone: (507) 289-4817 

 

Every Sunday…………………………………. Children’s Church (Pre K.— Grade 5) in Children’s Library  
Tuesday, August 9……………………………. Christian Education Meeting 
Throughout August…………………………… Sunday School Teacher Recruitment 
Late August……………………………………. Sunday School Teacher Orientation 
Tuesday, September 6………………………. Christian Education Team 
Sunday, September 11……………………… Kick Off Sunday 
Friday, September 16 ……………………….. Youth Group Kick Off 

Children’s Church - Exploring the Beatitudes!  
 

All children (Pre. K – Grade 5) are invited to be a part of Evangel’s Children’s Church 
this summer.   Jesus left no doubt that being a Christian can be a challenge, but     
because of God’s promises, each of us can experience His blessings. Our summer 
series on the Beatitudes will help kids discover a wealth of wisdom about how to live 
a full life of blessings, even when things get tough. And they will learn firsthand about 
all the wonderful ways that God shows his love in their lives, no matter what the     
circumstances. 
  
Children’s Church will take place during both worship services: 9:10 am – 9:50 am (families are invited to 
attend opening worship first) and again from 10:30 am – 11:30 am. Jim Klepper, Clancy Craven and  
Sherry Perry will lead. Come join us in the Children’s Library for all the fun.  

Kick Off Sunday 2022 “Searching For Jesus”  
 

Sunday, September 11 at 10:30 am 
 

Join us as we “kick off” our Sunday School, Youth and Music Ministries for 
the 2022-2023 school year.  Our church family will experience larger than life 
object lessons, praise and worship music with our Good News Band, 2nd 
Grade Bible presentations, “meet the teachers”, laughs and fun surprises!  
After worship, we hope to move to the south parking lot for a catered lunch, 
games and fellowship. This will be a wonderful and memorable homecoming 
for our church family after being apart so much over the past year and a half. 
Details are still in progress but please know that one way or another, we will 
have a safe and amazing Kick Off Sunday on September 11 where we will be 
“Searching for Jesus”.  We hope to see you there!  

Sunday School Registration Now Open  
 

Christian Education is currently moving forward with in-person plans for Sunday 
School this September. At the time of this writing, Church Council, staff and 
Christian Education are tracking Covid variants as well as how the Rochester 
Public Schools may respond to in-school learning this fall. With the                 
ever-changing landscape of the pandemic, we will do our best to formulate what 
we feel is the safest plan possible for our families.  
 
Safety is always our #1 priority.  Please be patient as we continue to navigate the often changing     
waters of the worldwide pandemic. If you are new to Evangel Sunday School, please call the church    
office at 507-289-4817 to register your child OR email Jim Klepper at jklepper@evangelum.org or Clancy     
Craven at ccraven@evangelum.org. If you have been in Sunday School before, you do not need to      
register.  We look forward to serving you this school year!  

mailto:jklepper@evangelum.org
mailto:ccraven@evangelum.org
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 Annual Fall Rummage Sale 
Saturday, October 29 from 8:00 am – 2:00 pm  

Many of you have been asking if Christin Education will be holding our   
annual Rummage Sale this Fall. The answer is YES (Covid willing)! 
We are excited to once again hold this very important fundraiser for 
Christian Education, which supports many of our educational and out-
reach ministries such  as “Mega Kids Camp”, “Trunk or Treat”, “Feed 
the Need”, “Easter Egg Hunt”, mental health forums” and more!  
 

Please save your donations for us and mark your calendar for          
Saturday, October 29 for Evangel’s City Wide Rummage Sale. 100% 
of raised funds will go to children’s ministries and city-wide outreach.     
Contact Jim Klepper at jklepper@evangelum.or or Clancy Craven at 
ccraven@evangelum.org with questions.  Thank you!    

Sunday School Teacher Recruitment Now Underway for 2022 - 2023 
 

Evangel is blessed to have a legendary heritage in Christian Education. Spanning over a half century, we 
have made a commitment to pass on the faith to new generations. Thousands of people have come to 
know Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord!   One of the primary ministries of Evangel’s Christian           
Education is our  Sunday School Department, providing a relationally based approach to sharing the 
Gospel in life transforming ways. 
 

We are now recruiting our teaching staff for the 2022 – 2023 year. At this time we are planning for in-
person Sunday School.  We’re looking to retain many of our teachers from past years but to also bring in 
new teachers as well.  The mixture of experience and new ideas is vital to the excellence of our Sunday 
School Department. Christian Education will provide:  
 

• Team teaching environment in every classroom featuring 3 to 6 teachers per room. You are never 
alone and it is easy to have time off when needed.  

• Professional curriculum that is easy to use and follow.  Everything is provided for you and you do not 
need to write lessons. Just follow the guidelines in the material and share parts of the lessons with 
your co teachers.  

• Training and support is provided by Evangel Christian Education Staff Jim Klepper and Clancy      
Craven.  

• Excellent classroom space that is clean, safe, spacious, and bright. A fun atmosphere is always     
provided.   

• Supplies for the classroom: scissors, paper, anything your heart desires!  
 
Are you interested in joining our team or would like more information?  Fill out the form below and mail to: 
Evangel UMC 2645 North Broadway, Rochester, MN 55906.  Do you have questions?  Contact Jim   
Klepper at jklepper@evangelum.org or Clancy Craven at ccraven@evangelum.org.   
 

At this time in history, we need teachers to be there for our kids more than ever!  Consider    
teaching this year in Evangel Sunday School. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

Evangel Sunday School Teacher Registration  2022 - 2023 
 

 ___  Yes, I would like to join Evangel’s Teaching Team for the 2022 - 2023 Sunday School year. 
 

 ___  Yes, please contact me with more information. 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #:_______________________________________________________________  
 
E-mail:_________________________________________________________________ 
 

mailto:jklepper@evangelum.or
mailto:ccraven@evangelum.org
mailto:jklepper@evangelum.org
mailto:ccraven@evangelum.org
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Mega Kids Camp Brought the “Heart of a Champion” to Our Kids & Community  
 

What a week!  450 children and 120 volunteers gathered at the National Volleyball Center for the 10
th
             

anniversary of Mega Kids Camp.  There was fun, there were games, but most of all, there was Jesus.  
Mission accomplished! (more pictures on page 10) 

 

The Nazarene Well House is a mission just 
one mile from Evangel, offering temporary 
and affordable housing for folks coming to 
Rochester for medical treatment. The Well 
House needed a new handicap ramp for 
accessibility and a deck for an outside   
gathering place. With Evangel’s help this 
BIG project was completed this summer. 
With $50,000 in materials and more labor 
hours than we can count, this was an     
awesome mission accomplished!  

Nazarene Well House Ramp and Deck Project Completed 
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Kids Club Gearing Up For Adventures and Missions This Year 
 

Kids Club is for all children, youth and their friends and family. Here is a look at possible service opportunities 
and recreational activities:   

Service      
• Ronald McDonald House    
• Salvation Army 

• Evangel Landscaping 
• Leaf Raking for Seniors  
• Nazarene Well House (meals and cleaning)  
• “Feed The Need” Food Wall 

• Zumbro Ridge Estates  

Recreation  
• Skyline Raceway 
• Camp Victory 

• Steeple Chase Snow Tubing 
• Quarry Hill Park and Naturalists presentations 
• Recreation Center Ice Skating 
• Oxbow Park  

• Air Insanity  
• Bowlocity  
• Christmas Lights Tour and Movie  
• Llama Farm  

Christian Education strives to balance teaching, “hands on” missional discipleship, and recreational activities 
to build our children & youth’s  community. We also teach outreach by inviting friends to it all. Join us for what 
will be our best Kids Club year ever! Stay tuned for September’s activity announcement.  

Calling Evangel Youth and Volunteers Willing to Help! 
 

The 2021-2022 school year was a tough one for the youth of Evangel.  With no youth director, we had no 
youth program last year, except for Sunday School and their very devoted and creative teachers.  For 
2022-2023, we’d like to improve on that – with or without a staff youth director. 
 
Several volunteers have been meeting this Summer to put together a volunteer-led youth program. 
Youths, we want you there!  Adults, we need your help! 
 
Here’s what we’re planning: 
• Meet Friday nights at Evangel during the school year. 
• 7pm start time. End between 8:30-9pm. 
• Food and socializing, group games, praise and worship, devotion, small group time. 

• Special kickoff event planned for September 16 at 7 pm – more details TBA. Save the date – and     
invite your friends! 

• Regular meetings starting September 23. 
 
We’re also planning a mission trip for Summer 2023 with fundraisers to make it possible. We’d like to do 
some fun events too (lock-ins, retreats, off-site adventures) but we’ll need help. 
 
If you have time on Friday nights, please prayerfully consider volunteering to make the Youth Program a 
success.  We need small group leaders, musicians/worship leaders, chefs, and more.  If you would like to 
help, plan or lead an activity, we’d love to hear from you. 
 
Hope to see you Fridays this Fall! 
 
Andy McCright 
Peter Kroneman 
Jim Klepper 
Mike Aakre 
 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now 
and to the day of eternity. Amen. -- 2 Peter 3:18 (ESV) 
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Volunteer Opportunities: 
 

Meals On Wheels 
Meals on Wheels Delivery Drivers are needed to help deliver midday meals to 
our  seniors in the community.  To learn more, contact the Meals on Wheels     
volunteer team at: https://volunteers@familyservicerochester.org.    

 
The Landing at Silver Lake Station 
Volunteers serve snacks, meals and perform other minor tasks. To become  involved,     
contact Alex Hurlebaus at 507-319-1212.  More information can be obtained from Norm 
Meeks at 507-254-0785. 
 
Family Promise of Rochester 
Family Promise houses and nurtures young families new to Rochester to help them 
get  established in the community. For volunteer opportunities, go to: https://
www.fprochestermn.org/volunteer.  Contact Scott Kerl at 507-281-2985 |                  
ssnpkerl@gmail.com with questions. 
 

 

If you have questions or ideas for outreach projects, contact Jackie Hall, Community Ministries 
Chair, at 507-358-4354, or any of the Community Ministries Team: Gayle Holter, Phyllis Hammes 

and Roanna Vine. 

Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging the people of Evangel to 
volunteer, give to local missions, and to help youth/adults become active in mission projects.      
Community Ministries is committed to changing lives within Evangel, across the street, and 

throughout the Rochester area. 

Missions 
 

The Mission Team met June 28 and allocated funds to Dick and Mary 
Martin of Mission Aviation Fellowship in Indonesia, Rod and Beth         
Williamson of One Mission Society in Taiwan and Randy and Susan   
Robert of Frontiers in Jordan. The team anticipates meeting with our    
incoming pastor, Pastor David Werner, to brief him on the missions and 
missionaries Evangel has been supporting, possible mission minutes 
presentations, and other potential mission-oriented projects. 
 

Newsletters and videos we receive from missionaries and missions we support can be viewed by 
going to http://www.evangelum.org > Ministries > Missionaries. Recent news on missions/
missionaries can also be found on the Mission Bulletin Board located in the hallway across from 
Room 223.   
 

Support for the Evangel Mission Program can be achieved by making a 2nd Mile Gift to the Mission 
Team Budget.  If there is a Mission or Missionary listed on Evangel’s website you would like to   
financially   support, send a check to the Church Office and designate which mission.  
 

We urge you to pray for the missions and missionaries we support as well as the war-torn people 
and refugees of the Ukraine. Keep in mind there will always be a variety of mission needs.  If you 
have ideas about missions or want to be actively involved with the Mission Team, contact any 
member our team:  Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg and Jim Cooper.  

mailto:Meals%20on%20Wheels%20Delivery%20Drivers%20are%20needed%20to%20help%20deliver%20midday%20meals%20to%20our%20seniors%20in%20the%20community.%20%20To%20learn%20more,%20contact%20the%20Meals%20on%20https://volunteers@familyservicerochester.org
https://www.fprochestermn.org/volunteer
https://www.fprochestermn.org/volunteer
http://www.evangelum.org


Page 8 August 2022 

Prayer Requests 

• Prayers for Bob Lee's wife, Joyce, who was recently diagnosed with breast cancer and 
had surgery on Thursday, July 28.   

• Prayers for Arlyn Scherbenske, Norm’s brother, healing from infection. 

• Marian Blagsvedt had non-cancerous colon surgery on July 20th.  Prayers for healing and 
recovery. 

• Jason Reeves, Army Captain stationed in Virginia, underwent cancer surgery at St. 
Mary’s Hospital on July 21st.  Jason is the husband of Jennie Reeves, daughter of former 
Pastor John Bromeland.  Prayers for healing and recovery.  

• Prayers for Marge Mehring recovering at home following minor surgery. 
• Lynda Laechel had shoulder surgery on 7/19.  Prayers for healing and recovery. 
• Bonnie Bickel is receiving hospice care at Madonna Meadows.  Prayers for comfort. 
• Sonia Johnson – prayers for healing. 

• Gene Long had a total knee replacement on July 18th.  Prayers for healing and recovery. 
• Jo Spencer had a total knee replacement on Tuesday, July 12th.  Prayers for healing and recovery. 
• Continued prayers for Linda Gregg who had breast cancer surgery on June 29

th
. 

• Bob Craven suffered a stroke and is receiving rehabilitation at Charter House.  Prayers for healing and   
recovery.   

• Wayne Bastian - prayers for healing. 

• Continued prayers for friends of Carl and Sylvia Rolfs.  Baby Earl underwent surgery recently and is still 
expected to remain in the hospital for some time. 

• Continued prayers for Jane Martin, Barb Schroeder’s sister, as she learns to walk again following stroke.  

“Give thanks to the Lord and proclaim his greatness. Let the whole 
world know what He has done.” 
 

-  Psalms 105:1 
 
“God is in control, and therefore in     everything I can give thanks – 
not because of the situation, but because of the One who directs 
and rules over it.” 
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For Those Who Are Grieving 

Grief Support Barb Schroeder 
Grief Counselor 

507-288-8152 
bjschroeder@charter.net 

Each month we will highlight a chapter from the book, “A, B, C’s of Healthy Grieving: A Companion for Everyday 
Coping” by Harold Ivan Smith.  
 

Caregiver Therapy 

 

This easy-to-read booklet from Care Notes shows you how to take care of your-
self as you take care of someone else. It invites you to deepen and enrich your 
caregiving   experience, opening your heart to others and opening your spirit to 
lessons of love and trust. 
 

Lesson 5: 
You needn’t guess at what is helpful to others. Ask what would be of most    
benefit to them right now. Their needs may change from moment to moment, 
from day to day. Remain flexible and open.    
 

S – Sign up for support programs.  
 
One of the safe places where permission to grieve is granted is in aftercare 
programs. Often funeral homes, hospitals, churches and hospice grief     
counselors offer programs designed to help the newly bereaved make some 
sense of their losses and how they are responding. These programs rarely 
provide answers, but they provide opportunities to ask questions and to inter-
act with others who are also on the grief journey. These are wonderful places 
to discover that you are not going crazy and are not alone.  
 

It takes a lot of courage to attend one of the groups, for many grievers       
attempt to grieve on their own. But grief needs to be shared. Grievers need 
to hear “me too” from other grievers.  Groups are often ideal environments in 
which to stumble toward resolution with the loss as you share your experi-
ence with others who offer support and encouragement.  
 

When should you begin? Immediately or down the road? That is a decision you will need to make. Listen 
to your heart. Try more than one group because the make-up or style of a particular group may not meet 
your needs. However, do not base a decision upon attending one session. Go back. 
I CAN – sign up for a support group. 
 

At Evangel Church we offer a six-week grief support group. Our group is open whether you lost someone 
within the last several months or years. Processing grief is very individual. If interested call the church    
office and Mike will put your name on a list. You will be contacted about when the group will start. 
This fall we will be offering two individual classes. Each are two hours in length and will be offered at 
Evangel. The classes are: 
 

• Loss of a Spouse 
• Surviving the Holidays 

 

These will both be offered in the fall. You can call the church office or put your name on the sign up list in 
the lobby at the Welcome Center which will be put out mid-September.   
If you have  questions, contact Barb Schroeder or Pastor Susie O’Connell.  



Caregiver Therapy 

Journal 
 

This easy-to-read book-
let from Care Notes 
shows you how to take 
care of yourself as you 
take care of someone 
else.  It invites you to 
deepen and enrich your 
caregiving experience, 
opening your heart to 
others and opening 
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Online & Technology 

Mega Kids Camp 2022 (continued) 



August 2022 

 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednes-
day 

Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:49 am - Contemporary  
Service (LIVE STREAM / IN - 
PERSON) 
 

9:10 am - Children’s Church
(225) 
 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-PERSON) 
 

10:30 am - Children’s Church 
(225) 

 

12:00 p - Youth Group      
Leadership Meeting (224) 

7:30 pm - Al-Anon (223)  
 

6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 

 6:45 pm - Chinese       
Church  

10:00 am - Overeaters 
Anonymous (224) 

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 9:00 am - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
1:00 pm - Quilter’s         
Sew-ciety (Sanctuary/
Lobby) 
 
7:00 pm - Quilter’s        
Sew-ciety (Sanctuary/
Lobby)  

6:30 pm - Missions (221) 
 
7:00 pm - SPRC (224) 

 6:30 pm - What On 
Earth Am I Here 
For?” (221) 

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 

1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm - Mom’s Oval 
(221) 
 
6:45 pm - Interested 
Investors (224) 

ALL DAY—Elections 
(Gym) 
 
6:30 pm - Christian    
Education (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - Trustees (224) 
 

1:00 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 

 

 

 
 

6:30 pm - Finance 
(ZOOM) 
 
 

  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

   
 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

11:45 am - Coffee, Cinnamon 
Rolls,  and Conversations 
About Grief & Loss (221) 
 
2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 

1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
 
 

 9:00 am - Cut Ups at 
Assisi Heights  

9:30 am - Older Folders 
(224) 

 

 
 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

 1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

Sunday Worship Services &  

Children’s Church 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary Service (live-stream & in-person) 

9:10 am - Children’s Church 

10:30 am - Traditional Service (live-stream & in-person) 

10:30 am - Children’s Church 
 
 

All Are Welcome! 
 


