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Preparing for a Covid Christmas! 

 
It is December, or nearly so, as this newsletter reaches you, and the Midwest – and much of 
the nation really – is caught up in a second surge of the coronavirus. The bad news is that 
the numbers of new cases in Minnesota far exceed what we saw last spring. The good news 
is that we have a much better understanding of how to treat this virus now, and at least two 
extremely effective vaccines (90 to 95%) are being considered for approval. We have     
reasons to believe that the end of the pandemic, while still some months away, is in sight! 
 
It’s December. Most of us had to change our Thanksgiving plans after Governor Walz    
limited private gatherings to immediate family only in his speech to Minnesotans on       
November 18th. We actually changed ours twice. Two months ago, when infection numbers 
were lower, we had made plans to go to my parents and have Thanksgiving with them, just 
the four of us. We canceled those plans mid-month, when numbers surged, out of concern 
for their safety. Because we had been helping care for our grandchildren and they were in 
our bubble, we then invited them to join us, but canceled those plans at the Governor’s   
request. Your story is probably similar. 
 
It’s December, and it’s looking as if the next major holiday to be impacted will be       
Christmas. That will be particularly hard for some. But in his letter to the church in Rome, 
Paul writes that “God causes all things to work together for good to those who love (Him) 
God…” 
 
And I can’t help but wonder how something good might come of this “Covid Christmas.”  
 
Truth is, Christmas oftentimes dramatically heightens the stress in our already stressful 
lives. 
 
In an all too brief period of time, there are homes to decorate, cards to address and mail 
(with a letter or note within), parties to plan, gifts to shop for and wrap, rooms to prepare 
for company, and the pressure to plan the perfect Christmas for children or grandchildren.  
 
And so what if being forced to slow down and let go of the pressure of putting on the     
perfect Christmas actually allowed us to reconnect with the One whose birth we’re          
ostensibly celebrating, and to see the manifold ways that God still comes to us, breaking 
into our lives. 
 
Wouldn’t that be a gift worth celebrating?  
 
It’s December. May you experience the hope and joy of Christmas in a new way in this 
most extraordinary of years! 
 
In Christ, 
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Districtwide Charge Conference  
 

With the pandemic making gathering in large groups ill-advised, River Valley District Superintendent Cynthia 
Williams has scheduled a district-wide Charge Conference over Zoom for Tuesday, December 15, beginning at 
6:30 p.m.  
 

In order to receive the Zoom link for this virtual Charge Conference, you must register online at https://mnumc-
reg.brtapp.com/RiverValleyAllDistrictChurchChargeConference71  by 8 a.m. on Monday, December 14. If you’d 
like to have this link sent to your computer, email the church office at office@evangelum.org. The office will also 
send you a digital “packet” of abbreviated reports that are specific to Evangel members.  

Thank You from Wayne & Marilyn Bastian  
 

“Thank you so very much for the wonderful job raking the leaves in our yard on November 
1.  We are now back to green grass!  Again, many thanks.”  Wayne and Marilyn 

Evangel All-Church Caroling Party Cancelled 
 

After at least 40 consecutive years of Evangel’s All-Church Caroling Party, the 2020 event will not happen.  It is 
not an approved idea for either the people visited or the carolers to be singing too close together.  The singers 
will miss visiting our special friends. 

New Garage Roof 
 

A very special thank you to Roger Barsness, Gordy Hall, and Jim 
Garret for putting a much needed new metal roof on the church's 
garage.  The weather was perfect and it took only 3 days! 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Wayne Bastian turned 96 on Saturday, November 28.  Happy Birthday Wayne! 

Cut-Ups 
 

Minnesota families are experiencing more challenges in 2020, including fear, job loss and other financial     
hardships at record numbers. Our bundles make a difference to these families, with needed supplies and the 
knowledge that their community cares. 
 

Our Bundles of Love volunteers have been faithful in creating handmade items and packing bundles for        
Minnesota newborns during this crisis. But we need your help. In addition to  donations, we need financial    
support to purchase baby wipes, shampoo and other necessities that are part of every bundle.  
 

Will you help us to continue to shower love and care on Minnesota newborns and their families during this    
trying year? Our organization is 100% volunteer-based, so your  entire gift goes to our mission. 
 

Please consider a one-time donation or monthly gift. Go to bundlesoflove.org and click on the DONATE button 
for more info. 

Thank You from Arlan & Kaye Walton 
 

Arlan and Kaye Walton want to thank everyone for the cards and calls concerning the death of Arlan’s brother 
Wayman.  “Your caring hearts and love is so appreciated.” 

Fran Walkes 
Fran Walkes is at her home in Plainview on hospice care and welcoming phone calls and visitors.  If you would  
like to visit, please call 507-534-2524. 

https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/RiverValleyAllDistrictChurchChargeConference71
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/RiverValleyAllDistrictChurchChargeConference71
https://mnumc-reg.brtapp.com/RiverValleyAllDistrictChurchChargeConference71
mailto:office@evangelum.org
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday - Wednesday…………………………………….Virtual Sunday School For All Ages 
Sunday, November 29…..……………………………………….First Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, November 29………………………………………….“Giving Tree” Week #1 
Tuesday, December 8…………………………………………...Christian Education Team 
Sunday, December 6…………………………………………….“Giving Tree” Week #2  
Sunday, December 13……………….......................................Evangel’s “How The Grinch Found the Christ In      
            Christmas” short film online premiere 
Sunday, December 13…………………………………………...Evangel Kids Club - Christmas Light Show in  

                   La Crosse, WI.  
Sunday, December 13…………………………………………...Evangel “Giving Tree” gifts due at Evangel 
Sunday, December 24 …………………………………………..Children’s Christmas Eve Online Worship   
Sunday, December 24…………………………………………...Christmas Eve Worship Online  
Sunday, December 24…………………………………………...Christmas Eve “in-person” Worship - 2:00 pm                                                             
Sunday, December 27.............................................................No Virtual Sunday School  
Sunday, December 27…………………………………………...Children’s Church TV Show 
Coming in January………………………………………………..Winter Connect Groups, Virtual Mental Health Forum, 
             and more! 

Kids Club - “The Lights of Christmas”   
 

Sunday, December 13  |  3:45 pm – 7: 30 pm 
For Children and Youth (kindergarten – Grade 12) + family and friends  

 

Evangel Kids Club will SAFELY travel on a journey of joy and wonder to La Crosse,  
Wisconsin for the La Crosse   Rotary Christmas Lights Display. More than 3,000,000 
lights will illuminate Riverside Park.  Among the splendor is a 140-foot-tall Christmas 
tree, animated light displays to fill the night sky, and a live nativity family.  
 
Meet at 3:45 pm at Evangel.  Families will ride in their own vehicles as we travel as a 
caravan to the event.  At the light display, you will have the option to “drive-thru” or “walk
-thru” the event. This event is held outdoors. Masks are required for “walk-thru” option. 
Free individually wrapped s’mores will be available at the bonfire site.  Join us for this 
wondrous display of beauty as we are reminded of the reason for the season: Jesus  
Sign up by going to www.evangelum.org > Kids Club.  Questions?  Contact Jim or   
Clancy. 

“Giving Tree” Begins Sunday, November 29 
 

This Advent and Christmas season, help us reach out to families that need our love more than ever.  Gift giving is 
easy!  Here are two ways you can participate this year:  
 

• IN-PERSON: Starting Sunday, November 29, come into the Evangel lobby anytime    
during the day, select evenings, and Sunday mornings.  Simply take a gift tag off the tree, 
buy the gift as described, wrap the gift with the tag on top, and place under the Giving 
Tree.     

 

• ONLINE: Go to www.evangelum.org and click the Giving Tree icon on the homepage and 
simply follow the     instructions.  After selecting the gift(s), buy the gift as described, wrap 
the gift with the tag on top, and place   under the Giving Tree.  You may also send your 
gift(s) directly to Evangel and we will wrap them for you.  

 
The gift you purchase will be distributed by Evangel Christian Education to the child/family in need. If all tags are   
taken before you get one, bring an unwrapped toy, scarf, mittens, socks, or gloves to hang on the tree to be donated 
to the Women’s Shelter or Christmas Anonymous.  

http://www.evangelum.org
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Join Jim & Clancy for Children’s Christmas Eve TV on December 24 
 
This year, Christmas Eve will be like none other.  We are offering safe worship 
experiences including an exclusive Children’s Christmas Eve service with hosts 
Jim and Clancy. This 15 minute worship will include the Christmas Story, an object 
lesson, singing, a special message on the holiest night of the year, and a gift to be 
delivered to your home prior to Christmas Eve. We will have children unwrap the 
gift as part of the worship time Christmas Eve service.  This will be remembered 
for a lifetime! 

Evangel Virtual Sunday School Teachers Are HEROES! 
 

These faithful and dedicated teachers are investing as many as 8 hours a week to prepare, film, edit 
and add videos to their Sunday School classes for our children. Their work has been outstanding and 
amazing. You can watch it by following these simple steps: 
 
• Go to www.evangelum.org  
• Click www.evangelsundayschool.org 
• Select which grade to view 

• Click “Please click here to start your class!”         
      (multi-colored hand graphic)  > > > > > > > > > > >  
 
Our teachers are providing relational continuity to all 
our students each and every week even though many 
of them are also working full time and dealing with 
COVID 19 in their own families.   Thank you Evangel 
Sunday School teachers for stepping into this dark   
moment in time with the light of Jesus!  

Evangel Children’s Church TV Show- 38 Episodes and Counting… 
 

This December we have a four-part series on Christmas!  
 
Join us with your family for our Evangel Kids TV show every week.  The Sunday School show has been 
airing approximately 5 minutes after the conclusion of the 8:49 am service, and no later than 9:55 am.  It 
is available throughout the week whenever it is convenient for you.  Bible teaching, science experiments, 
videos, storytelling crafts, games and snack ideas are all included. 
 
 
This Sunday School Year we are offering a series called 
“Major Stories of the Bible” covering over 35 of the most   
exciting and impactful stories in all of scripture.  For Decem-
ber, our stories will be a four-part series on Christmas. See 
how the Angel told Mary she would have a baby, the birth of 
Jesus, the Shepherds visit, and the appearance of the    
Wiseman from the East.  The “Major Stories of the Bible”  
series will take us through to the end of May.  Jim Klepper 
and Clancy Craven will lead the teaching with Tim Morgan 
on production.  
 
 

http://www.evangelum.org
http://www.evangelsundayschool.org
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 

 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging the people 
of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/adults become        

active in mission projects.  Community Ministries is committed to changing lives 
across the street and  throughout the Rochester area. 

Community Ministries 
Meetings are on hold until further notice. Until we meet again, be thinking about 
what kinds of outreach projects we could become involved in, or what local    
ministries we can support.  Suggestions or questions can be sent to Jackie Hall, 
Chairperson, at (507) 358-4354, or another member of the committee: Dennis 
Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim Cooper, Phyllis Hammes, Roanna Vine and     
Susan Rader. 
 
Community Ministries has been able to allocate some of its budget to church    
activities and needy local ministries including Evangel’s Trunk or Treat, Family 
Promise of Rochester, Rochester Family Services, and Habitat for Humanity. . 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The F.L.O.C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) 
Canceled until further notice. 

Missions 
 

Descriptions of projects and letters from missionaries Evangel supports are posted on Evangel’s 
website.  To read them go to www.evangelum.org > Ministries > Missionaries.  
 
As the year concludes, we urge you to be in prayer as we continue the COVID 19 pandemic     
precautions and for our missionary partners as they deal with the pandemic and unrest.  If you 
have questions or ideas about Missions, contact any member of our team: Scott Kerl, Becky 
Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg, Jo Spencer, Jim Cooper and Norm Meeks.   

Volunteer Opportunity 
 

Family Service Rochester, a non-profit agency that helps seniors with different needs they may 
have, is currently looking for volunteers to help seniors with snow shoveling this winter. This 
would be a great  opportunity for families looking for a safe volunteer opportunity as it is done   
outside with minimal to zero-contact with the homeowner.  
 

http://www.evangelum.org
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In Memory of Those We’ve Lost In Our Prayers 

• Nancy Hanson – prayers for recovery 
from COVID 19 and preparation for     
upcoming surgery. 

 

• Gloria Jensen - diagnosed with breast 
cancer.  Prayers for comfort and health 

 

• Marsha Woolums – weighing treatment 
options for contained lung cancer 

 

• Sylvia Fishel – prayers to shrink          
hematoma, successful breast cancer 
surgery in December, and no further 
complications 

 

• Healthcare workers 
 

• James Rath, Norm Scherbenske’s 
cousin, diagnosed with COVID 19 and 
put on respirator.  Prayers for healing 
and recovery 

Deloris Nagel 
August 19, 1924 -  
October 30, 2020 

Peace I leave with you; My peace 

I give to you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you.  Do not let your 
heart be troubled, nor let it be    
fearful. 

 

~John 14:27 

Our Sympathies 
 

Wayne Walters’ dad, Don Walters, passed 

away on Tuesday, November 24, at age 90.  

Prayers of peace and comfort for Wayne, Kate, 

and their family during this difficult time. 
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Youth News 
Russ Bruhnke | rebuhnke@gmail.com | 507-226-1138 

 

Note: No Youth Group on December 20 or December 27  
 

This is the time where we all celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus!  During this month think about how 
excited the shepherds were to hear the Good News.  Even today, we are still excited to hear that        

message. The world was changed because of this one little baby. Halleluiah! Christ is Born! 

 

Youth Activities  
 

The pandemic continues to impact the country and Youth Group activities are not immune to the effects.  
We were hoping to gather in-person at the church for an hour to celebrate Christmas with a small party, 
but that cannot happen because COVID cases have skyrocketed in recent weeks. 
 

From Psalm 40: 
4 
Blessed is the one 

    who trusts in the Lord, 
who does not look to the proud, 
    to those who turn aside to false gods.  
5 
Many, Lord my God, 

    are the wonders you have done, 
    the things you planned for us. 
None can compare with you; 
    were I to speak and tell of your deeds, 
    they would be too many to declare. 

 
God is here, walking through this time alongside us. He is ever present, ever loving. 

 
Senior High Youth Group 
 

The Senior High Youth continues to meet Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 PM via ZOOM.  We will try 
to meet in-person one Sunday a month in the gym, maintaining social distancing.  This will depend on the 
infection rate. 

 
Mission Trip 
 

We are all set to go to Lake Traverse, SD in  July 2021! This is 
a mixed trip, meaning we will take Junior and Senior High. 22 
spaces have been reserved and many youth have already 
signed up. Your account from this year has been moved into 
next year’s trip; many of you already have money from last 
year. If you would like to go, and this includes incoming 6th 
graders, please contact Russ at the email above. Dates are 
July 11-16,2021 at Lake  Traverse, SD. 
 
 
 
 
 

As always, I can be reached via email at rebruhnke@gmail.com or at 507-226-1138.  
 

mailto:rebuhnke@gmail.com
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Online & Technology 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

December 24th, Christmas Eve, falls on a Thursday this year. Ordinarily we would be including a schedule 
with a full slate of Christmas Eve services in this edition of our newsletter, but this year will be different. We 
know that we cannot pack our Sanctuary this Christmas Eve, sitting shoulder to shoulder with both loved 
ones and complete strangers. We won’t be able to sit close enough to others to pass the flame to one     
another for a song and candlelight service. And if we gather in the Sanctuary we won’t be able to sing our 
beloved Christmas carols out loud. 
 
For all of those reasons this year we’ll be pouring our energies into a couple of different virtual offerings. On 
Christmas Eve, two pre-recorded virtual services will drop. The 1st will be an informal Christmas Eve Service 
with scripture, carols your family can sing along to, and a brief message. We hope to conclude it with        
pre-recorded shots of some of you participating in a candle lighting service. It probably WON’T be recorded 
from the Sanctuary. The 2nd offering will be geared towards children. In addition to containing a message 
and limited music, we’re hoping to have gifts available for pickup ahead of time that your children can open 
as they watch the show. You’ll be able to access these services on our YouTube channel at whatever time 
best suits your family! 
 
Because some in our church family are not online, we HOPE to be able to offer at least one “in-person”   
service in our sanctuary that day. Due to the group that we’ll be targeting, one will be at 2:00 p.m. This     
service, which won’t include the passing of the flame or group singing, will also be live-streamed, available 
to be watched later by those who prefer a more traditional Christmas Eve worship experience. Again,       
because in-person participants will not be able to sing out loud, we believe that watching the live stream 
from home will be a preferable option for those who can access it. That said, if we find that demand for       
in-person worship is great enough we’ll add more services if we are able to do so.  
 
Whatever the format, we hope that you can “join” us for services on this holiest of days!  



December 2020 (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

(Starting again April 17) 
Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:30 am - Coffee Time 
(ZOOM) 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service LIVE STREAM 
 

9:55 am - Sunday School 
ONLINE 

 

10:00 am - Jr. & Sr.  High 
Sunday School (ZOOM) 

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-
PERSON) 
 

 

7:00 pm - Youth Group 
(ZOOM) 

  6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

6:30 pm - Handbells (223)    

29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

  
 
 

     

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

  6:30 pm - Christian Education 
(ZOOM) 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - AHG Board    
Meeting (224) 

1:00 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 
 
 

6:30 pm - Finance Meeting 
(ZOOM) 

 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

“How the Grinch Found Christ 
in Christmas” Online Premiere 
 
3:45 pm - Kids Club “The 
Lights of Christmas” in La 
Crosse, WI 

 6:30 pm - District-wide 
Charge Conference (ZOOM) 

    

20 21 22 23 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas 26 

No Youth Group 6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

  
 

   

27 28 29 30 31 New Year’s Eve 1 2 

No Virtual Sunday School 
 
No Youth Group 

      

Giving                                                 Tree                                              Week 1 

Giving                                                 Tree                                              Week 2 

Gifts Due                                               
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Christmas Eve Services 
Thursday, December 24 

 

Christmas Eve Online Worship (Anytime) 
Children’s Christmas Eve Online Worship (Anytime)

Christmas Eve “in-person” Worship - 2:00 pm 

 

All Are Welcome! 
 

 


