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Don’t Forget to Make Time for Jesus 
 

We’re rapidly approaching our second Christmas in a pandemic. It won’t be the same as 
last year, of course, in part due to the vaccines which were just rolling out in December of 
2020, as well as the growing number of therapies available for treating Covid-19. Last year 
we held a single in-person Christmas Eve service for those who could not worship online 
with us, which was available, along with a more casual pre-recorded service, on our 
YouTube page. This year we can gather again, with precautions, and you’ll find the sched-
ule for our Christmas Eve services on page 2 and the back of this newsletter.  
 
But in other ways it may feel worse this year! We’re in our third surge (or is it our fourth?) 
of the pandemic. With the emergence of the Delta variant, and the passing of time, the  
vaccines have been rendered less effective, resulting in the need for boosters. And now, 
after operating for over twenty months in a pandemic, we’re experiencing some significant 
supply chain issues that are global in nature, driving up prices for everything from fuel to 
cars to food. Retailers are even warning that if we cannot “untangle” the knots in our deliv-
ery systems, the items we are looking to gift this Christmas may not be available.  
 
To be honest, I’ve been wondering whether this would actually be a bad thing.  
 
A handful of years ago – in the midst of the busyness of a fall season that had been filled 
with even more activity than usual – a former classmate of mine posted a link to a video on 
his Facebook page. The video had been filmed in a busy mall at Christmas that was filled 
with shoppers. A massive Christmas tree was on the lower level, under which Santa Claus 
was receiving children. As the video began, listeners could overhear a husband saying to 
his wife, “Let's make this quick!” Then, in the midst of all this commercialism a lone wom-
an stood and began to sing “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”. Strategically placed singers 
added their voices to hers, transitioning into a number of Christmas Carols, beginning with 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” and ending with “O Holy Night.” During this final song a mid-
dle-eastern appearing couple dressed in 1st century Palestinian garb entered the lower level 
of the mall carrying a newborn child. The surprised shoppers were enthralled, delighted to 
have this reminder of what Christmas was really about, break into the commercialism that 
surrounded them. Several were holding cell phones and cameras, recording the event to 
share with others.  
 
My hope and prayer is that something like that happens for each of us this Christmas sea-
son. Whatever else our calendars may seem to be saying that we should be doing in these 
next four plus weeks, and however the continuing pandemic may impact us, may we find 
the time to do the one thing that really matters! Please don’t forget to make time for Jesus.  
 
 
 
In Christ, 
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Cut-Ups at Assisi Heights 
 

Wednesdays, December 1 & 15 | 9:00 am - 12:00 
pm | 1001 14th St NW, Rochester, MN 55901  
 

The Bundles of Love November craft sale 
brought in $16,236!  That will translate into lots 
of fabric and other supplies needed to provide 
bundles to Minnesota families with infants in 
need.  Thanks to everyone who donated and/or 
purchased items.  
 
What goes in a bundle? 
http://www.bundlesoflove.org/whats-in-a-bundle/ 

Church Directory Portraits 
 

Contact Mike Aakre in the Office at 507-289-4817 | office@evangelum.org to schedule a 
portrait session.  Following the session, a digital copy will be emailed to you, which you 
may share with family, upload to social media, and take to any location/online print shop 
to purchase prints.  Your portrait will be uploaded to Evangel’s online directory.  If you        
already have a family portrait you would like to use for the church directory, please email 
a copy to office@evangelum.org.  For instructions on how to download/setup the Instant 
Church Directory App to your phone or log in from a computer, go to 
www.evangelum.org > scroll down > Instant Church Directory > download instructions.  

            Contact Mike in the Office with any questions. 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

Christmas Eve services will be held in person and live streamed at 2:00 pm, 5:00 pm, and 
7:00 pm.  Based on current infection numbers, and for the safety of younger children, we are 
asking for everyone to wear a mask at all services.  Thank you for you for your kindness and 
understanding. 

Happy Birthday 
 

We’d like to wish Wayne Bastian a very Happy Birthday.  He turned 97 years 
old on Sunday, November 28!  If you’d like to send him a card, it can be 
mailed to:  816 13th ST SE, Rochester, MN 55904 

http://www.bundlesoflove.org/whats-in-a-bundle/
http://www.evangelum.org
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday Morning……………. …………………………..In-person Sunday School for all ages 
Every Sunday-Thursday ……………………………………….Evangel Children’s Church TV Show 
Sunday, December 5 …………………………………………...Giving Tree Week #3 
Sunday, December 12 ………………………………………….Giving Tree Week #4 (Gifts due back)  
Sunday, December 12…………………………………………..Evangel Short Film “The Grinch Who Found Christ  
                                                                      In Christmas” (2020) available on Evangel website 
Sunday, December 12…………………………………………..Evangel’s “The Christmas Story” (2020) available on   
                        Evangel Website  
Sunday, December 12…………………………………………..Evangel Kids Club “Christmas Lights Tour” and Movie 
Tuesday, December 14………………………………………….Christian Education Team 
Friday, December 24 …………………………………………...(new for 2021) Children’s Christmas Eve Online Worship 
Friday, December 24…………………………………………….Christmas Eve in-person worship at 2:00 pm, 5:00 pm & 
             7:00 pm 
Sunday, December 26…………………………………………...No in-person Sunday School (Children’s Church TV  
             Show still available) 
 

Coming in January………………………………………………..Winter Connect Groups, Kids Club winter fun and more! 

Kids Club Sponsored Event - Christmas Lights Tour Around Town and Movie 
 

Sunday, December 12 | 5:00 pm (Christmas Lights Tour)  6:00 pm (Movie at Evangel) 
 

This December, Evangel’s Kids Club will take a journey of joy and wonder throughout Rochester 
neighborhoods to witness the spectacular Christmas light displays to celebrate the holiday season.  
One of these neighborhoods, known as “the Christmas Neighborhood” (featured in the Post Bulle-
tin) will dazzle the eyes of all ages.  After the tour, we will return to the church for hot chocolate, 
Christmas cookies, and a Christmas movie of your choice. Vote between 4 different movies.  The 
movie with the most votes will be what we’ll watch on Evangel’s big screen in the sanctuary.  
 
Meet at Evangel at 4:45 to caravan in separate vehicles to the Christmas Lights Tour.  Tour will 
take place outside, which we will walk together as a group upon arrival.  Safety is always our   

number one priority.  Plenty of space will be provided in the sanctuary for the movie, and masking will be required (as 
per our in-person Sunday School protocols). 

 
This is for all Kids Club children, their families, friends, for everyone (the more the merrier!).  To sign up, go to      
evangelum.org > scroll down > Kids Club > sign up.  Contact Jim or Clancy with questions.     

2021 Giving Tree is Underway—Your Help is Needed! 
 

This Advent and Christmas season, help us reach out to families that need our love more than ever.  The need has 
never been greater!  Gift giving is easy; here are two ways you can participate this year:  
 

• IN-PERSON: Come into the Evangel lobby anytime during the day, select evenings, and 
Sunday mornings.  Simply take a gift tag off the tree, buy the gift as described, wrap the 
gift with the tag on top, and place under the Giving Tree.     

 

• ONLINE: Go to www.evangelum.org and click the Giving Tree icon on the homepage and 
simply follow the instructions.  After selecting the gift(s), buy the gift as described, wrap 
the gift with the tag on top, and place   under the Giving Tree.  You may also send your 
gift(s) directly to Evangel and we will wrap them for you.  

 
The gift you purchase will be distributed by Evangel Christian Education to the child/family in need. If all tags are   
taken before you get one, bring an unwrapped toy, scarf, mittens, socks, or gloves to hang on the tree to be donated 
to the Women’s Shelter or Christmas Anonymous. Gifts are due back to Evangel by December 12.  Thank you in 
advance for making the Christmas Season brighter for many!  

http://www.evangelum.org
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 (2) Evangel Christmas Video Productions Will Re-Run This Season 
 

Last year Evangel Christian Education produced not one but two Children’s Christmas video specials that 
we will re-run this year from December 12 – January 2.  These “instant classics” will recapture the magic 
and timelessness of the Christmas story for kids.  
 

“The Grinch Who Found Christ in Christmas” (A Short Film) 
Produced by Kayla, Bob and Beth Kanzelman, this Christmas short film is based off the classic Dr. Seuss 
story. Met with rave reviews in 2020, the cast included Evangel families and music performed by Evangel 
musicians and soloists.  Catch it again this Christmas! 
 

“The Story of Christmas” 
Christian Education produced a special video entitled “The Christmas     
Story” to portray the Christmas story as never before.  This 20-minute 
Online Christmas Eve worship time for children was filmed from shep-
herd’s fields (The Barsness farm) a barn/stable, and the path of the 
Wise Men (Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch). The film utilized a real 
barn with hay, sheep, and even a real camel to recreate the scenes 
like Jesus was born into over 2,000 years ago. Re-live this Evangel 
production of “The Christmas Story” again and again this year by    
visiting www.evangelum.org    

Two Ways for Kids to Hear the Good News of Christmas In 2021!   
 

This year, children will have the opportunity to hear the Good News of Christmas in two different ways:  
 
• In-person Christmas Eve Worship.  In-person Children’s Christmas Eve messages will be presented 

at the 2:00 pm, 5:00 pm, and 7:00 pm hours. A special Christmas  gift for kids will be included.  
 

• Christmas Eve Production Video.  If families are not quite ready to come back for in-person worship, 
we will live stream the Christmas Eve service and present a short Christmas Eve children’s video. This 
video will be uploaded to the Evangel website on Christmas Eve.  The title of the video is coming soon. 

 

Children’s Church TV Show- 90 Episodes and Counting… 
 

Join us for Evangel’s Children’s Church TV show every week.  The show 
has been airing approximately 5 minutes after the conclusion of the 8:49 
service (no later than 9:55 am). The show is also  available throughout the 
week.  Bible teaching, science experiments, videos, storytelling, crafts, 
games and snack ideas are all included.    
 

 For December, our stories will be a four-part series on Christmas. See how 
the Angel told Mary she would have a baby, the birth of Jesus, the Shep-
herds visit, and the appearance of the Wiseman from the East.  In January 
we will start a new series on the Amour of God!   Jim Klepper and Clancy 
Craven will lead teach with Tim Morgan on production.  We hope all      
children and adults will tune in for the TV show. This is for everyone! 

No In-person Sunday School December 26 or January 2 | Children’s Church TV 

Will Be Available with New Episodes! 
 

Evangel Christian Education will NOT have in-person Sunday School December 26 or January 2 to allow 
our faithful teachers and students to spend time at home with their families during the Christmas holiday. 
In person Sunday School will resume on January 9, but please tune in for Children’s Church TV every 
Sunday with new episodes throughout the holidays.  

http://www.evangelum.org
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Visit www.evangelum.org between 

December 12 - January 2 to   

re-watch this instant holiday   

classic!  
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Missions  
 

The Evangel Mission Team met in November, reviewed correspondence and authorized financial    
support for: Lesley Wolf of Navigators, a ministry for college students in Florida; the Henderson       
Settlement in Kentucky, creating opportunities for better lives through Christ  centered service; Kako 
Retreat Center in Alaska, a Christ centered ministry directed primarily to Aleutians; McCurdy School 
in New Mexico, sharing God’s love to the community through education and mission activities; and 
the Midwest Distribution Center, providing supplies and relief services to areas in the United States 
and around the world that have suffered catastrophic events.  

 

Newsletters and videos we receive from missionaries and missions we support can be viewed by    
going to evangelum.org > Ministries > Missionaries. Recent news on missions and missionaries can 
also be found on the Mission Bulletin Board located in the hallway across from Room 223.  If there is 
a mission or missionary you would like to financially support, send a check to the church office and    
designate in the “memo field” which one you are supporting.   
  
Please continue to pray for those afflicted by COVID 19 that is still prevalent in the U.S and many 
parts of the world where these missionaries are located. If you have questions or ideas about          
Missions, contact any member of our team: Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg, 
Norm Meeks and Jim Cooper.  
  

Community Ministries has supported the ongoing program led by Barb Schroeder and Pastor Suzie 
O’Connell to create Hope Bags and send them along with Care Cards to those who are struggling 
with life challenges or may be home bound.   
 
Volunteer Opportunities: 
 

The Landing at Silver Lake Station 
Volunteers serve snacks, meals and perform other minor tasks. To 
become  involved, contact Alex Hurlebaus at 507-319-1212.  More 
information can be obtained from Norm Meeks at 507-254-0785. 
 

Family Promise of Rochester 
Family Promise houses and nurtures young families new to Rochester to 
help them get established in the community. For volunteer opportunities, 
go to: https://www.fprochestermn.org/volunteer.  Contact Scott Kerl 
at 507-281-2985 | ssnpkerl@gmail.com with questions.   
 
 

The activities and ministries we have supported are listed in the January 2021 Reporter. If you have 
questions or ideas for outreach projects, contact Jackie Hall, Community Ministries Chair, at 507-

358-4354, or any of the Community Ministries Team: Dennis Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim 

Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging the people 
of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions, and to help youth/adults become active 

in mission projects.  Community Ministries is committed to changing lives within 
Evangel, across the street, and throughout the Rochester area. 

https://www.fprochestermn.org/volunteer
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Prayer Requests - Please Pray For... 
 

• Troy Jones, friend of Monica French, passed away 
on   November 18.  Prayers of peace and comfort 

 

• Cleta Ralph, Deb Lansdowne’s mother, diagnosed 
with metastatic cancer.  Prayers for health 

 

• Fay Drescher – prayers for healing  
 

• David and Vandela Hicks-Scherer contracted Covid.  
Prayers for recovery 

 

• Joanne Hebrink – prayers for health 
 

• Darlene Cooper – successful carotid artery stent    
procedure.  Prayers for healing 

 

• Joshua, Monica French’s grandson - contracted 
Covid and is in hospital in Salt Lake City, UT.      
Prayers for recovery 

 

• Lauri, Shirley England’s daughter-in-law – continues 
with tests at the clinic.  Prayers for good results 

  

• Janet Strom – prayers for health 
 

• Dar Paul‘s brother, Tim, receiving care in ICU.    
Prayers for healing and recovery 

 

• Brian, Tracy Kennedy’s brother – prayers for healing 
 

• Bobby Mossyge, Barb Hammon and Becky Book’s 
brother.  Undergoing open heart surgery in              
December.  Prayers for successful procedure  

 

• Roger Ormand – prayers for health 
 

• Silas Gilbert, nephew of the Sheehan’s – prayers for 
needed heart surgery  

 

• Continued prayers for friends of Carl and Sylvia 
Rolfs.  Baby Earl born 18 weeks early on July 1.  

In Memory of Those We’ve Lost 

Audrey Kroening 

March 3, 1934— 

November 1. 2021 

Cultivating a Grateful Heart 

“Be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead.”  
- 1 Peter 1:6.  
 

“Joy is the experience of knowing that you 

are unconditionally loved.” 

- Henri Nouwen 

Celebrating One Day at a Time 
 

Suggestions for getting through the Holidays: 
 

• Be reasonable about your expectations 
• Simplify the event 
• Change your routine 
• Do what feels comfortable 
• Take care of your physical needs 
• Be patient and gentle with yourself 
• Inform your family of your wishes 
• Talk about the deceased 
 

Throughout the holiday season be kind and loving to yourself. 
Remember God  is there for you. Let him know your needs.  
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For Those Who Are Grieving 

Grief Support Barb Schroeder 
Grief Counselor 

507-288-8152 
bjschroeder@charter.net 

Each month we will highlight a chapter from the book, “A, B, C’s of Healthy Grieving: A Companion for Everyday 
Coping” by Harold Ivan Smith.  
 
J – Jettison the Five stages of Grief 
Many grievers believe (or are told to believe) that grief unfolds in stages in a linear path: denial, anger, bargaining, 
acceptance, growth/recovery.  But the notion of “grief stages” implies that there is a prescriptive way to grieve. Any 
deviation or detour means that you are not grieving correctly, and you may be abnormal or even pathological. 
 

Grief is highly individualistic. No two widows grieve the same when they lose their spouse; no two siblings grieve the 
same way in response to the death of a parent; no two parents grieve the same way in response to the death of a 
child. 
 

The stages of grief can be helpful in initially processing the experience. But there is so much more to good grief, 
which I believe is cyclical rather than linear. We deal with issues and move on, only to revisit them when we are 
more able to handle them. Grief is not something you finish, as Dwight Eisenhower discovered after the death of his 
3 year old son, Doud. Geoffrey Perret,  a biographer of President Eisenhower, concluded, “He had never stopped 
grieving for Doud and never would”. (Perret, p.60). 
 

I CAN – Jettison the notion of the five stages of grief. 
 
Below are three books that may be healing on your grieving journey: 
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2022 Online Giving 
 

If you have the Elexio Community app on your smartphone, you can submit your pledge online this year 
by following the instructions below: 
  
1.  Log in to your Elexio account, and go to GIVING.  Then    
     click on “+ PLEDGE”. 
2.  Select the Campaign (2022 GENERAL FUND). 
3.  Enter Start and End Dates (JANUARY 1, 2022 - DECEMBER 31, 2022) 
4.  Enter Frequency of donation 
5.  Enter a periodic dollar amount based on the frequency chosen. 

Elexio Community App 
 

1.  Download and install the “Elexio Community” app from the Apple or Google Play store. 
2.  Within the app, replace “domain” with “evangelum” for the domain name. 
3.   If you used the previous Elexio app or web portal, you can use the same email address and pass  
      word to access the new system.  If you forgot your password, select the “Forgot Password” option. 
4. If you are unable to log in with your email address as the user ID, try using your name in a    
      “First.LastName” format instead.  If that still doesn’t work, send an email to records@evangelum.org to   
      request an ID.   

mailto:records@evangelum.org
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 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service (LIVE STREAM / IN - 
PERSON) 

 

9:10 am - Sunday School (IN-
PERSON) 
 

9:55 am - Children’s Church 
TV Show (ONLINE)  

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-
PERSON) 
 

 

 

7:00 pm - Boy Scouts 
(Gym)  
 
7:30 pm - Al-Anon (223) 

 6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 
6:30 pm - Confirmation 
(224) 
 
 

7:30 PM - Choir Practice 
(Sanctuary) 

  10:00 am - Overeaters 
Anonymous (224) 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

   9:00 am - Cut Ups at 
Assisi Heights 
 

   

5 2nd Sunday of Advent 6 7 8 9 10 11 
1:00 pm - Brownie Girl Scouts 
(Fellowship Hall) 
 
2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 am - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
1:00 pm Quilter’s          
Sew-ciety (Lobby/
Sanctuary) 
 
6:00 pm - Quilter’s        
Sew-ciety (Lobby/
Sanctuary) 
 
 

 1:00 pm - Quilting & More 6:30 pm - Finance 
(ZOOM) 
 
 

 11:00 am - Piano 
Recital (Sanctuary) 

12 3rd Sunday of Advent 13 14 15 16 17 18 

“The Grinch Who Found 
Christ in Christmas” Available 
online 
 
Evangel’s “The Christmas 
Story” Available Online 
 
5:00 pm - Christmas Lights 
Tour and Movie 
 

 

1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:45 pm - Interested 
Investors (224) 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm - Christian       
Education (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - Trustees (224) 

9:00 am - Cut Ups at 
Assisi Heights  

   

19 4th Sunday of Advent 20 21 22 23 24 Christmas Eve 25 Christmas 
2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:00 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 
 
 

  9:30 am - Older Folders 
(224) 

 

Christmas Eve 

Services 

 

2:00 pm 

5:00 pm 

7:00 pm  

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 New Year’s Eve 1 
 

No Sunday School 
      

           The                                     Giving                                  Tree 

                                       The                                                      Giving                                                    Tree 

 Gifts Due Back                               



Evangel United Methodist Church 
2645 North Broadway 
Rochester, MN  55906 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

Christmas Eve Services 
Friday, December 24 (in-person and live streamed) 
 

2:00 pm, 5:00 pm, 7:00 pm 
*Masks required for safety of younger children 
 
 

All Are Welcome! 
 

 


