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Tony Morgan is a church consultant whose firm goes by the name of the “Unstuck Group”, 
an appropriate name for a team working with congregations who are often “stuck” either in 
a plateau or decline. I recently had the opportunity to watch one of their webinars. This one 
was a roundtable of pastors who were addressing the subject of moving forward in mission 
as we (hopefully) continue to make our way out of the pandemic.  
 
In the webinar, the various pastors described their ministry contexts, what they were seeing 
so far, and what they felt was working well. But I was particularly struck by some           
observations from a pastor serving in Canada. 
 
Referencing a New York Times article on the subject from late April, he acknowledged that 
in many ways he was still “languishing” from the effects of pandemic. He described       
languishing as being stuck (there’s that word again) at the mid-point between thriving and 
depression, and he believed that many of us are in that place, still reeling from the extraor-
dinary stress that the pandemic has inflicted upon us. This pastor also works with First    
Responders, and he compared the cumulative stress we’ve been under to the trauma we 
might experience in an accident. 
 
Based upon what I’m seeing and hearing, I think he’s correct. But I was even more         
interested to hear his suggestions for “soul and self-care” in times like these.   
 
Again, pointing back to his work with First Responders, he emphasized the importance of 
peer support. When the pandemic hit he engaged with a group of six other pastors, and 
they’ve met weekly (initially over Zoom and now in-person) to strengthen, support, and 
pray for each other.  We might describe this as a variation of the Wesleyan band meetings!  
 
Secondly, he’s re-committed to his work with a spiritual director, someone who helps him 
go deeper in his own walk with Christ. 
 
I think this Pastor’s analysis of where many of us are is spot on. Indeed, I’m hearing that 
Rochester area counselors and counseling centers are being overwhelmed right now.   
 
If you’re still languishing, be intentional about connecting with a small group for support. 
Perhaps this fall is the time to join a connect group. Or maybe you need something sooner. 
Reach out to some friends and pull something together, or reach out to us and see if we can 
help. The absolute worst times to try to go it alone tend to be the times when we don’t want 
others to see what we’re going through, but we were created for community.  
 
Finally, let me repeat my closing paragraph from July’s Pastor’s Column. “Let’s be patient 
with each other. The pandemic has inflicted a toll on everyone, and none of us is at our best 
right now. With time, and in God’s grace, we’ll get there. Let us know how you’re doing.” 

 

 
In Christ, 
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New Church Directory Coming This Fall 
 

The Evangel Office is currently formulating a plan to create a new directory for our church     
family.  More details on how to download the Instant Church Directory app, order hard copies, 
submit family pictures/information, and sign up for new family portraits will be coming this fall.   

Cut-Ups Are Back in Action at Assisi Heights! 
 

August 4 & 18 | 9:00 am—12:00 pm 
Assisi Heights 1001 14th St NW, Rochester, MN 55901  
 
We are now meeting on the first and third WEDNESDAYS of the month. If you’ve thought about joining 
us in the past, but Tuesday mornings just didn’t work for you, now may be the time to check us out!  At 
this time the Assisi Heights requirements for volunteers are: 
 
• Must be fully vaccinated. 

• Park/enter at the main front door. 
• Wear masks upon entering the building and traveling to our area.  Once in our 

room, masks are not required.  Plastic gloves are not required. 
• Stop at the front desk for temperature check and give them your name.  
• Practice social distancing 
• Group limit: 10.  We have room for several more to join us! 
 
Please email Brenda Gaskell at humbird5@charter.net if you would like more  
information about helping our group cut out infant layette items for the Bundles of 
Love sewing volunteers to assemble. Bundles of Love information may be found 
at bundlesoflove.org.   

Happy Birthday 
George Menshik turned 92 on Wednesday, July 28.  If you’d like to send 
him a card, you can mail it to: 830 Southern Pine Lane SW, Rochester, 
MN 55902.  Happy Birthday George! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Evangel Kick-off Sunday - September 12, 2021 
 

Evangel will “kick-off” a new year of Sunday School, youth and music ministries on Sunday, September 12 in 
the north parking lot.  Our entire church family will experience object lessons, praise and worship music with our 
“Good News” band, 3rd Grade Bible presentations, “meet the teachers”, and outdoor surprises.  After worship, 
join us for lunch, fellowship, and games in the south parking lot.  This will be a wonderful and memorable day; a 
homecoming for our church family after being apart for the past year and a half. While details are still in         
progress as we assess COVID concerns, know that we will have a safe and amazing Kick-off Sunday.  Hope to 
see you there!  

mailto:humbird5@charter.net
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

August 1 - 16……………………………………………………………….Sunday School Teacher Recruitment 
Tuesday, August 10……………………………………………………….Christian Education Meeting 
Late August………………………………………………………………...Sunday School Teacher Orientation 
September 7………………………………………………………………..Christian Education Meeting 
September 12……………………………………………………………….Kick-off Sunday 

Evangel Sunday School Teacher Recruitment for the 2021 - 2022 Year Underway  
 

Evangel is blessed to have a legendary heritage in Christian Education.  Spanning over a half century, we have 
made a commitment to pass on the faith to new generations.  Thousands of people have come to know Jesus Christ 
as their Savior and Lord!  One of the primary ministries of Evangel’s Christian Education is our  Sunday School     
Department, providing a relationally based approach to sharing the Gospel in life transforming ways. 
 

We are now recruiting our teaching staff for the 2021 – 2022 year.  We do not know what the fall will look like       
concerning COVID 19, but we are hopeful it will be in the classrooms of our church!  We’re looking to retain many of 
our teachers from past years but to also bring in new teachers as well.  The mixture of experience and new ideas is 
vital to the excellence of our Sunday School Department.  Christian Education will provide:  
 

• Team teaching environment in every classroom featuring 3 to 6 teachers per room. You are never alone and it is 
easy to have time off when needed. 

  

• Professional curriculum that is easy to use and follow.  Everything is provided 
for you and you do not need to write lessons. Just follow the guidelines in the 
material and share parts of the lessons with your co-teachers.  

 

• Training and support is provided by Evangel Christian Education Staff Jim 
Klepper and Clancy Craven.  

 

• Excellent classroom space that is clean, safe, spacious, and bright. A fun   
atmosphere is always provided.   

 

• Supplies for the classroom: scissors, paper, anything your heart desires!  
 
If you are interested in joining our team or would like more information, fill out the form below and mail to: Evangel 
UMC 2645 North Broadway, Rochester, MN 55906.  Do you have questions?  Contact Jim Klepper at                 
jklepper@evangelum.org or Clancy Craven at ccraven@evangelum.org.   
 
We need teachers to be there for our kids as we come out of a world-wide pandemic.  Consider teaching this 
year in Evangel Sunday School. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

Evangel Sunday School Teacher Registration  2021 - 2022 
 

 ___  Yes, I would like to join Evangel’s Teaching Team for the 2021 - 2021 Sunday School year. 
 

 ___  Yes, please contact me with more information. 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #:_______________________________________________________________  
 
E-mail:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

“First a child learns to love their teacher, then they learn to love their teacher’s God.” 

mailto:jklepper@evangelum.org
mailto:ccraven@evangelum.org
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Children’s Church TV -  “The Parables of Jesus”  
 

Christian Education will continue to offer the Children’s Church TV Show between the first and second   
service every Sunday (airing approximately 5 minutes after the conclusion of the 8:49 am service, and no 
later than 9:55 am).  
 

COVID 19 has been challenging but we will always find ways to connect with our 
kids and share the Gospel.  Bible teaching, science experiments, videos, story-
telling, crafts, games and snack ideas are all included.  
 

This summer we are focusing on the, “Parables of Jesus” series.  The TV show 
will coincide with Pastor Mark’s teachings in worship every Sunday so we will be 
teaching on the same topic!  Full of creativity and memorable moments for      
children and adults to enjoy.  Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven will teach with Tim 
Morgan on production. We hope you can tune in. 

Furniture Sale Re-scheduled for August 
 

August 15 - 21 | Evangel Lobby 
 

Christin Education was not able to hold our full-scale Rummage Sale in 2020 due to the biggest party 
pooper of all time: COVID 19.  We did hold a small furniture sale in November that raised about $1,000.  
Because we still have furniture remaining, and have recently acquired more furniture, we have  decided 
to hold another furniture sale this August on Facebook Marketplace.  Originally, this sale was to take 
place in July, but the heavy workload with Mega Kids Camp made it a “tall order”.  Please shop with us to 
help fund our many Christian Education programs and outreach ministries. If you have a piece of          
furniture you would like to donate, let us know and we will pick it up.  Whatever we do not sell this        
August, we will put in our October in-person Rummage Sale set for Saturday, October 30 (see article  
below).  
 

Annual Fall Rummage Sale  
 

Saturday, October 30 | 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 

Many of you have been asking if Evangel will be holding the annual    
Rummage Sale this Fall. The answer is YES!  We are excited to once 
again hold this very important fundraiser which helps support many of 
our educational and outreach ministries such as “Mega Kids Camp”, 
“Trunk or Treat”, “Feed the Need”, the “Easter Egg Hunt”, Evangel’s 
“Mental Health Forums” and more.  Please save your donations for us 
and mark your calendar for Saturday, October 30. 100% of the funds 
raised go to children’s ministries and city-wide outreach.  Questions? 
Contact Jim or Clancy. 

Evangel Sunday School Registration Now Open!  
 

Christian Education is currently moving forward with in-person plans for Sunday School this September 
2021, with in-person/virtual learning a possibility. The Evangel Church Council, staff and Christian           
Education Team is tracking the COVID 19 Delta variant, as well as how the Rochester Public Schools     
respond to in-school learning this fall.  We will do our best to formulate what we feel is the safest plan     
possible for our families.  
 

The Evangel staff is seeking thoughts and opinions from parents on the possible return to in-person Sunday 
School this fall. A survey will be sent out soon asking questions in regards to reopening in-person activities 
in indoor settings. Please be assured safety is our number one concern in scheduling and implementing 
Christian Education programming. After final decisions are made, look for communications sent directly to 
your home outlining our fall scheduling plans. Thank you for your patience as we continue to navigate the 
often changing waters. 
  
If you are new to Evangel Sunday School, please call the church office at 507-289-4817 to register your 
child or email Jim Klepper or Clancy Craven.  If you have been in Sunday School, you do not need to      
register. We look forward to serving all of you this school year.  
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Mega Kids Camp - A Story of Faithfulness, Perseverance and Hope Fulfilled!  

(this article was written after Day 1 of Mega Kids Camp) 
 
Mega Kids Camp 2021 is surely a testament to God’s           
faithfulness in difficult times. Nothing about the pandemic has 
been easy for anyone, and that includes Mega Kids Camp.  
COVID-19 protocols, completely rewriting our check-in/check-out 
procedures, rearranging schedules, designing safe traffic flow 
systems inside and outside the building, construction at Century 
High School, last minute changes, recruitment of volunteers, and 
more has made for a daunting challenge.  But we remained   
faithful!  Many of us worked hard, and the rest we left to our great 
big God!  
 
The result is getting 155 children front and center with Jesus.  
They are singing songs of praise and participating in 6 amazing 
tracks: Adventure 1 and 2, Pre. Kindergarten, Soccer, Horse 
Training and Creative Arts. The Holy Spirit was moving as the 
children engaged in the teachings of our rallies and small group 
times.  Our Mega Kids Camp staff was magnificent in interacting 
with children from all across our city.  
 
God is at His best when adversity is at its worst. No matter the 
challenge, we can overcome it when we belong to Jesus and call 
upon His Name!  So we did, and God  delivered.  Thank you to 
the amazing Mega Kids Camp staff this year for providing a  
powerful, fun and safe camp. And thank you to our Evangel 
church family for all your prayers.  Enjoy a few pictures from Day 
1 of camp. May God be the glory!    
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Dorothy Tienter 
August 2, 1938 -  

July 21, 2021 

 

Prayer Requests - Please Pray For... 
 
• Gloria Butterbaugh - suffered stroke and 

placed on hospice care.  Prayers of peace 
and comfort for Gloria and her family 

 
• Prayers for friends of Carl and Sylvia Rolfs.  

Baby Earl born 18 weeks early on July 1, 
weighing 1 pound, 6 ounces.  

 
• Wayne & Marilyn Bastian – Wayne has been 

in and out of the hospital undergoing tests.  
Prayers for health 

 
• Sylvia Fishel – continued prayers for healing 

following knee surgery 
 
• Cheryle Haugen – prayers for healing 
 
• Walter, friend of Paula Aderogba – prayers for 

family 

In Memory of  Those We’ve Lost 

Beverly Cooper 
April 8, 1931- 
June 23, 2021 

Greg Woodworth 
January 18, 1951 -  

July 8, 2021 

Miriam Rogers 
April 24, 1943 - 

July 5, 2021 

Cultivating a Grateful Heart 
 

I thank and praise You, God, for You have 

given me wisdom and strength.   - Daniel 

2:23 

 

Thank God for His gift that is too wonderful 

for words!   

- 2 Corinthians 9:15 
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging 
the people of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/

adults become active in mission projects.  Community Ministries is      
committed to changing lives across the street and throughout the        

Rochester area. 

Mission Team 
 

In August, the Evangel Mission Team we will be planning a series of 
presentations to better acquaint the congregation about the missions 
and missionaries Evangel supports. The newsletters we receive from 
those missionaries are posted on the Evangel website. You can read 
them by going to: evangelum.org > Ministries > Missionaries. For     
recent news, you can visit the Missions bulletin board across from 
Room 223 (updated regularly).  If you would like to support a mission 
or missionary, send a check to the Church Office and designate which 
one.   
 
We urge you to be in prayer as COVID 19 illnesses are still prevalent   
in many parts of the world, some of which are countries where the        
missionaries Evangel supports are located.  If you have questions or 
ideas about  Missions, don’t hesitate to contact any member of our 
team: Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg, Norm 
Meeks and Jim Cooper.  

The following volunteer opportunities are also available: 
 
Assist at The Landing at Silver Lake Station, a day care center 
for the homeless located at the former Silver Lake Fire Station.  
Serve snacks, meals, and perform minor tasks.  Contact Alex 
Hurlebaus at 507-319-1212.  2-3 hour shifts can be made at: 
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab23a7fec-thelanding. For 
more information, contact Norm Meeks at 507-254-0785. 
 
Volunteers are needed for Family Promise (formerly Interfaith Hospitality 
Network).  Family Promise houses and nurtures young families new to 
Rochester to help them get established in the community.  Questions 
about the program and volunteer positions can be directed to Scott Kerl 
at 507-281-2985. 
 
The activities and ministries we supported in 2020 are listed in the January 2021 Reporter. If you 
have questions or ideas for outreach projects, contact Jackie Hall, Community Ministries Chair, at 
507-358-4354, or any of the Community Ministries Team: Dennis Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim 
Cooper, Phyllis Hammes, Roanna Vine and Susan Rader. 

Community Ministries continues to reach out to ministries in Rochester as well as activities at 
Evangel and meaningful volunteer opportunities.  Evangel is now organizing Sunday School for 
the 2021-2022 season.  If you are interested in teaching, contact Jim Klepper or Clancy Craven. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab23a7fec-thelanding
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Grief Ministry Programs 
 

 

Loss of a Spouse Class 
 

 October 7, 2021    January 20, 2022 

 Time: 2:00 – 4:00 pm   Time:  6:00 – 8:00 p.m 

 Location: Room 221   Location: Room 221 
 

Surviving The Holidays Class 
 

 November 16, 2021   November 18, 2021 

 Time:  2:00 – 4:30 pm   Time: 6:00 – 8:30 pm 

 Location: Room 221   Location: Room 221 

 

Grief Support Group 
 

This is a six-week group, and you are encouraged to attend all 6 sessions. 

All sessions will meet on Tuesdays from 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. at Evangel 

Church (Room 221). 
 

September 21, & 28, 2021 

October 5, 12 & 26, 2021  ( there is no session on October 19) 

November 2, 2021 

 

 
 

“Listen to God with a broken heart. He is not    
only the doctor who mends it, but also the father 
who wipes away the tears.”  – Criss Jami 
 
 
Psalm 34:18 
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves 
those who are crushed in spirit. 
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For Those Who Are Grieving 

Grief Support Barb Schroeder 
Grief Counselor 

507-288-8152 
bjschroeder@charter.net 

Each month we will highlight a chapter from the 
book, “A, B, C’s of Healthy Grieving: A       
Companion for Everyday Coping” by Harold 
Ivan Smith.  
 

G - Get a Physical 
 

Do not skip this!   When is the last time you 
had a physical? Caregiving is an incredible 
stressor, as is grief. Every emotion we have 
translates into some type of biochemical        
reaction in our bodies. Nurses are not          
surprised when some caregivers, following    
repeated hospitalizations of loved ones,        
become patients after the loved one’s death. 
Sometimes, in fatigue and in grief, we ignore 
the body until it dramatically gets our attention. 
Although you may paraphrase Helen Reddy, “I 
am caregiver, hear me ROAR”, your body     
deserves attention NOW.  When is the last time 
you checked your blood pressure or went to 
see the dentist? 
 

Your family has already had one loss.  Do not 
give them another. Pay attention to your body. 
Take care of it through this long season called 
grief. Call now and make those appointments. 
 

I CAN take care of my body. 
Schedule a physical.  
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Online & Technology 

New Pergola and Swing 
 

Thank you and congratulations to Alexander Buchan for completing his Eagle Scout project by building and 
donating our new pergola and swing located near the lower-level door.  Please stop by and check it out. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service (LIVE STREAM / IN - 
PERSON) 
 

9:55 am - Children’s Church 
TV Show (ONLINE)  

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-
PERSON) 
 

 

 

 7:30 pm - Al-Anon (223)  6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

   10:00 am - Overeaters 
Anonymous (224) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 

1:00 pm - Quilter’s        
Sew-ciety (Sanctuary/
Lobby) 
 
6:00 pm - Quilter’s         
Sew-ciety (Sanctuary/
Lobby) 

6:30 pm - Missions (221) 9:00 am - Cut Ups at 
Assisi Heights 

   

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:15 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:45 pm - Interested 
Investors (224) 

6:30 pm - Christian Education 
Meeting (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - Trustees (224) 

1:00 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 

6:30 pm - Finance     
Committee (ZOOM) 

 
  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 

1:15 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

 9:00 am - Cut Ups at 
Assisi Heights  
 

   

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:15 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 

  9:30 am - Older Folders 
(224) 

  

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

2:00 pm - Square Dancing 
(Dinette) 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

Worship Services & Sunday School 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary Service (live-stream & in-person) 

9:55 am - Children’s Church TV Show (online) 

10:30 am - Traditional Service (live-stream & in-person)  

 

All Are Welcome! 
 

 


