
Are You REALLY a Neighbor? - Sermon Notes

Luke 11:5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 
say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have 
no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already 
locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even 
though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless 
audacity[e] he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 

These verses in Luke 11 are really about prayer. More specifically, Luke 11 contains Luke's somewhat 
truncated version of what Christians have long referred to as the Lord's Prayer (the version that we've 
historically used in more traditional worship services is found in Matthew 6:9-13.   

In order to illustrate why we should pray with impunity (and unceasingly) Jesus uses the story of a man 
who has received, late at night, an unexpected visit from a friend whom he cannot turn away. In this 
time period, it was a host's cultural duty to provide a meal. Lacking the resources to feed his visitor, the 
man runs over to his next door neighbors' and asks the neighbor to lend him three loaves of bread. 

Questions to Consider:

1) Why is the neighbor initially reluctant to meet this man's need?

2) What excuses do we sometimes make to convince ourselves that another's problem or need is not 
ours?

The Bible has a lot to say about the type of “neighbors” we should be. In Genesis 18 we find Abraham 
and Sarah practicing the ancient hospitality code of the middle east. You were required to take 
strangers in when they traveled by your home (or tent), because you might one day be in need of that 
same hospitality from another.

Genesis 18:1 The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the 
entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. 
When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.
3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a little water 
be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me get you something to 
eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.”
 
In chapter 19 of the book of Leviticus we find the 1st appearances of the command that Jesus, in the 
gospels, would one day point to as one of two Great Commandments. The portion that Jesus would 
cite is actually included in a larger block of moral teaching.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25414e


Leviticus 19:18 “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love 
your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.” 

A handful of verses later that same commandment is repeated, only now it's applied to how the people 
of God are to treat the stranger – the foreigner – among them.

Leviticus 19:33 “When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. 34 The 
foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were 
foreigners in Egypt. I am the LORD your God.”

The late Mother Theresa once said, “I want you to be concerned about your next door neighbor. Do you 
know your next door neighbor?"

3) How much do you know about the people who live on your block (or in your apartment building)?

   - How many of their names do you know?
   

   - Do you know what they do (or used to do) for a living? 
   

   - What else do you know about their stories?
   

As a result of what you have learned by answering these questions, is there anything in your life that 
you need to change or surrender to God?

“It is impossible to love God without loving our neighbor."
Mother Teresa


