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Longing for the New Year! 
 

One of the images cartoonists often use to depict the end of one year, and our entrance into 
a new one, involves a cartoon where a worn, tired looking old man is shuffling off stage 
even as a child, full of promise, is bursting on from the other side. This year cartoonists will 
likely draw that child booting the old man out of the way! 
 
I’m guessing that few of us will be sad to leave 2020 behind. Oh, there have been some joys 
to celebrate; weddings, births, graduations, and more. But overall, this year has been filled 
with challenges.  
 
During 2020 our nation has dealt with wildfires in the west; hurricanes along our southern 
coasts; racial unrest, with protests and buildings looted and burned in several major cities 
(beginning in Minneapolis); a contentious, polarized, national election; and of course a 
worldwide pandemic that has shuttered businesses, spawned shelter-in-place orders, robbed 
us of our ability to gather and celebrate major life events and holidays, and taken over 
300,000 American lives. It’s exhausting to simply go through that list. And so I wouldn’t 
imagine that many of us are going to be sad to see 2020 in the rearview mirror.  
 
That said, it’s important for us to recognize things aren’t going to magically go back to 
“normal” just because we’ve flipped the calendar. While the FDA has now given   emer-
gency approval to two newly developed vaccines for COVID-19, their rollout is going to 
take time. A few weeks ago Dr. Michael Osterholm, the Minnesota based epidemiologist 
who has advised several Presidents, used a baseball metaphor to suggest that we are only in 
the bottom of the 4th/top of the 5th inning in our battle with the coronavirus. Restaurants and 
other businesses aren’t going to magically reopen for full capacity on January 2. We’re still 
going to have to wear our masks, practice social distancing, and limit the sizes of our     
gatherings. And we’re not suddenly going to be able to pack our sanctuary and raise our 
voices in full-throated song together. This isn’t over yet. 
 
And so rather than pining for an old “normal” that many experts are suggesting will never 
return, let’s not miss out on the work that God might be wanting to do in our lives during 
this time. Because while we tend to ignore it, the biblical writers repeatedly affirm that 
“suffering” can have a redemptive element. Most of us recognize that truth when we      
contemplate Christ’s death on the cross, but in a lesser way it’s also true for each one of us. 
Paul puts it this way in in his letter to the church in Rome.  “We also glory in our suffer-
ings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; 
and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” 
 
May we enter the New Year filled with hope that has been forged by our experience with 
God’s sustaining grace, even during these times of trial.  
 

In Christ, 
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Thank You from Marsha Woolums 
 

“Thanks to my church family for all their prayers, cards and concerns during this time of cancer for 
me.  I have finished my treatments and there will be a CT scan in three months to see how it has 
been effected by radiation, and then every six months there after.  Please keep me in your prayers 

Evangel United Methodist Women (UMW) Report for 2020 
 
During this very strange year, our UMW circles have been unable to meet as we usually do. We have greatly missed the 
fellowship, study, and spiritual growth that mean so much to us. Even though we haven’t been together, many of us have 
continued to faithfully give to UMW and its mission, and I am so grateful for what we have accomplished together. Follow-
ing is the list of giving sent this year to the River Valley District treasurer by Evangel UMW: 
  
 Emma Norton Services      $  800 

General Pledge       $ 1080 
 Gifts in Memory       $  170 
 Self Denial Offering      $  267 
 World Thank Offering      $  340 
       TOTAL   $ 2657      
Thanks to all of you! You are so generous. 
 

It is uncertain when we will be able to meet together again, but please continue to keep our sisters in Christ as well as our 
entire world in prayer. When we have a better idea of what’s ahead for Evangel UMW, I will put together our usual annual 
directory and get it to you. 
 

For now, please continue to think of all those in need of our prayers and offerings through the year. If you wish to donate 
to UMW in the months ahead, please send a check made out to “Evangel UMW” and send it to our treasurer: 
 

 Susan Dodge 
 1404 48

th
 Street NE 

 Rochester, MN 55906 
 

Let us share the good news with hearts of compassion, always committed to the suffering people of the world. May the 
Lord be with us all!  
 

Becky Pierce 
Evangel UMW President 

Cut-Ups 
 

The Cut-Ups are a group of members from Evangel who meet at Assisi Heights to 
cut out fabric for Bundles of Love volunteers to sew together.  These articles of  
clothing are for infants and/or any Minnesota families in need.  Assisi Heights is    
currently closed, but we look forward to when it reopens and we are able to gather  
in person again.  For more information about Bundles of Love and how you can help, 
please visit their website at bundlesoflove.org. 

Thank You from Barb Schroeder & Gene Long 
 

“We would like to thank everyone for their prayers and support during our recovery from COVID 19. 
We really enjoyed your cards which brightened our days.  God Bless.” – Barb & Gene 

http://bundlesoflove.org/
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday – Wednesday ………………………………….Virtual Sunday School for all ages 
Every Sunday at 9:55 am ……………………………………..Children’s Church TV Show 
Starting in January …………………………………………….Winter Connect Groups 
January 1………………………………………………………..Happy New Year!  
January 3………………………………………………………..No Virtual Sunday School 
January 12………………………………………………………Christian Education Team  
January Events (Dates TBA)………………………………….Kids Club – Snow tubing at Camp Victory 
                                                                                             Community Mental Health Forum: “Resilience” 

Thank You For Your Help With the “Giving Tree” 
 

A big and heartfelt thank you to everyone who participated in our 
Giving Tree outreach. We had over 200 requests this year and all of 
them were met!  Even amidst the hardships we are facing on a daily 
basis, Evangel continues to show its overwhelming generosity. It 
has been an amazing three weeks to witness love in action as you 
gave and gave and gave. Thank you for being Jesus’ “hands and 
feet” so that others could have a brighter Christmas. 

Evangel Virtual Sunday School Teacher HEROES! Class resumes on January 10 
 

These faithful and dedicated teachers are investing as many as 8 hours a week to prepare, film, 
edit and add videos to their Sunday School classes for our children. Their work has been out-
standing and amazing. You can watch it by following these simple steps: 
 
 
• Go to www.evangelum.org 
• Click www.evangelsundayschool.org 
• Select which grade to view 
• Click “Please click here to start your class!” 
   (multi-colored hand graphic) > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 
 
 
 
Our teachers are providing relational continuity to all our students each and every week even 
though many of them are also working full time and dealing with COVID 19 in their own families. 
Thank you Evangel Sunday School teachers for stepping into this dark 
moment in time with the light of Jesus! 
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Children’s Church TV Show for January: “The Boyhood of Jesus and 

Jesus Begins His Ministry”  
 

The Sunday School Show has been airing approximately 5 minutes 
after the conclusion of the 8:49 a.m. service and no later than 9:55 
a.m.  It is   also available anytime throughout the week.  Bible teach-
ing,  science     experiments, videos, storytelling, crafts, games and 
snack ideas are all  included. 
 
This year we are studying “Major Stories of the Bible”, covering over 
35 of the most exciting and impactful stories in all of Scripture.  This 
month we will look at the boyhood of Jesus and the beginning of His 
ministry.  Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven will teach with Tim Morgan 
on production.  The “Major  Stories of the Bible” series will run 
through May. We hope all  children and adults will tune in for the TV 
show. 

Looking Ahead to the New Year in Christian Education 
More information is coming soon for the following events and opportunities:  
 
Kids Club – Snow Tubing at Camp Victory. 
We have not scheduled a date yet because WE NEED SNOW.  Date 
of event is TBA (most likely in January).  Camp Victory practices 
strong COVID 19 protocols, allowing for a safe and fun environment.  
Safety is our top priority. 
 
 
Community Mental Health Forum Featuring the Movie “Resilience”  
Mental Health has been a misunderstood topic for too long.  Evangel Christian Education is doing our 
best to shed light on, as well as offer help to those who personally, or have family members, who    
struggle with mental health.  COVID 19 has exasperated deep issues in our culture. Domestic abuse, 
depression, and suicide have risen dramatically as the pandemic continues.  Our first Mental Health  

Forum for 2021 will feature the film “Resilience”.  A professional panel and discussion will follow the 
film.  This will be an ONLINE event.  Date TBA 
 

 
Winter Connect Groups 
Be on the lookout for our Winter Connect Brochure, offering a variety of classes to keep you connected 
with the Good Word and your Evangel family as we begin a new year together.   Most classes will be 
offered via ZOOM unless CDC protocols allow for small “in-person” groups practicing masks and social 
distancing.  We hope you will find a class that interests you and meets your spiritual and social needs. 
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Save the Date - Mega Kids Camp 2021  
 

Mega Kids Camp will take place on July 26—29.  This year’s theme is “Legendary—
Journey to the Hall of Fame”. Fun music, Mega the Mascot, sports training, arts,   
horses and adventure, and new tracks such as “Pets” featuring veterinarians and    
animal trainers, will be offered.  Can we reach 400 kids this year? Let’s do it!  
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Prayers That Bring Comfort in Times of Grief 
 
The Care Note this month is called, “Prayers That Bring Comfort in Times of Grief”. This is 
available for you as well as other topics outside the Church Office. 
 

Grief and loss are traveling companions.  We may experience small losses that teach us to cope 
along the way.  We may have a disturbing conversation with one of our siblings. Or we may have 
our hours cut at work.  Or our     finances are struggling.  As we work through the losses, our grief 
subsides. We find ways to mend fences with family, or to budget in a more strict and consistent 
manor.  
 

Deep grief follows dramatic losses like the death of a family member or 
dear friend. An accident robs us of physical ability. Even though these 
may overwhelm us we can move through the grief to find renewed hope. 
Prayer can be our guide through grief.  
 

Prayer is the way. Whatever loss plunges us into grief, prayer is the way 
to find peace and wholeness again. Prayer offers us the freedom to     
express our innermost feelings. The feelings of anger, fear, sadness 
and overwhelming suffering must be acknowledged and dealt with in 
order for us to begin our healing.  
 
This Care Note will help you to use prayer on your journey of letting go. 
Tremendous energy exists in grief, energy to create or energy that can destroy us. With God’s 
help we can journey through our grief to find hope again.   
 
Revelations 21:4 NIV 
 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
 

 

 

From the Book “101 Ways to Enjoy Life’s Simple Pleasures” by   

Donna Watson 
 

Quiet Celebrations 
Take the time to celebrate the good things in your life, and the good things you have accom-
plished.  Stop periodically and remind yourself what you have done well: you finished the contract 
on time; you soothed a customer’s raw nerves; you kissed away some tears; you were there for a 
friend. Sure, the day wasn’t perfect, but it probably wasn’t all bad either.  
 

Make a list of accomplishments before you go to bed at night.  Even if nothing on your “to-do” list 

got done, think about how you spent your time.  See, you accomplished a great deal. Give your-

self a little praise and recognition.  Thank God.  You deserve it! 
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging 
the people of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/

adults become active in mission projects.  Community Ministries is      
committed to changing lives across the street and  throughout the        

Rochester area. 

Because of COVID 19, most Community Ministries meetings in 2020 
were put on hold.  Wednesday Night Meals, Faithful Lovers of Crochet 
& Knitting (F.L.O.C.K), and most group activities were discontinued at 
the beginning of March.  Because of these events, Community          
Ministries allocated some of its funds to other Evangel activities and 
needy local ministries, including Grief Support sessions led by Barb 
Schroeder, Christmas Programs, the Drive-thru Trunk or Treat, and local 
ministries such as Family Promise of Rochester, Rochester Family     
Services, and Habitat for Humanity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we head in to 2021, Communities Ministries is considering what 
forms of outreach it can implement to meet the needs of Evangel and 
ministries in the Rochester area once COVID 19 is under control.  If you 
have outreach ideas ]or would like to become involved, contact      
Chairperson Jackie Hall at 507-358-4354 or any member of Community 
Ministries:  Dennis Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim Cooper, Phyllis 
Hammes, Roanna Vine and Susan Rader. 
 
 



Page 8 January 2021 

In Our Prayers 

Our Sympathies 
Jackie Hall’s sister, Georgianne Sams, passed away on 12/17 

from COVID 19.  Prayers of peace and comfort for Jackie 
and her family 

 
Prayer Requests – Please Pray For 

• Nancy Hanson – Prayers for healing and recovery from     
surgery 

• Monica French’s grandson, Josh, diagnosed with acute     
myeloid leukemia.  Prayers for health 

• Sylvia Fishel – surgery for breast cancer removal was    
successful.  Prayers for healing and recovery 

• Phil Strom, former Interim Pastor.  Prayers for continued 
healing following successful lung transplant 

• Cheryle Haugen – prayers for healing 
• Bill French – Prayers for continued healing from stroke 

• Marsha Woolums – Prayers for continued healing  
• Healthcare workers 
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Online & Technology 

Missions 
 
As 2020 comes to a close, the Mission Team was able be active in spite of having to curtail a 
number of it’s meetings due to COVID 19.  Evangel was able to financially support missionaries 
and missions in the United States and all over the world.  Locations and groups include: Nepal, 
Sierra Leone, Ireland, Cambodia, Indonesia, the Middle East, the Cameroons, Eastern Europe, 
Greece, Taiwan, Alaska, Henderson Settlement (Kentucky), Rosebud Indian Reservation (South 
Dakota), College Campus Ministries, Athletes in Action, Cru (Campus Crusade for Christ),        
Navigators, McCurdy School, Society of St. Andrew, and Midwest Distribution Center. 
 
Letters we receive from missionaries Evangel supports are posted on the Evangel Web site.  To 
read them go to: evangelum.org > Ministries > Missionaries.  
 
In the spring of 2020, Evangel assembled and sent 25 “personal dignity kits” to Midwest           
Distribution Center 25.  Extra dignity kit supplies were donated to Rochester Family Services.  The 
Minnesota United Methodist Conference also scheduled Early Disaster Response training at 
Evangel in the spring, but the training was canceled due to COVID 19.  
 
As we move in to 2021, we urge you to be in prayer as we continue the COVID 19 precautions.  
Also be in prayer for our missionaries and mission partners as they deal with the pandemic.  Two 
missionaries we support had to return to the United States because of COVID 19. If you have 
questions or ideas about Missions, contact any member of our Team: Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, 
Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg, Jo Spencer, Norm Meeks and Jim Cooper.   



January 2021 (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

(Starting again April 17) 
Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:30 am - Coffee Time 
(ZOOM) 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service LIVE STREAM 
 

9:55 am - Sunday School 
ONLINE 

 

10:00 am - Jr. & Sr.  High 
Sunday School (ZOOM) 

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-
PERSON) 
 

 

7:00 pm - Youth Group 
(ZOOM) 

  6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

6:30 pm - Handbells (223)    

29 28 29 30 31 1 2 

  
 
 

     

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
No Sunday School 
No Youth Group 

 6:30 pm - Missions (221)  
 

  

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

  6:30 pm - Christian Education 
(ZOOM) 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - AHG Board    
Meeting (223) 
 
7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (Sanctuary) 

1:00 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 

6:30 pm - Finance     
Committee (ZOOM) 

  

17 18 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day 

19 20 21 22 23 

 6:30 om - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

  
 

   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

  7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (Sanctuary) 

    

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 
       



Evangel United Methodist Church 
2645 North Broadway 
Rochester, MN  55906 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

Worship Services & Sunday School 
 

8:49 am - Live Stream Contemporary Service 
All Week - Virtual Sunday School Class (by graded 

classroom) www.evangelsundayschool.org 
9:55 am - Live Stream Children’s Church TV Show 

10:30 am - Live Stream and “In-person” Traditional Service  
 

All Are Welcome! 
 


