
From Pastor Mark 

EVANGEL  

UNITED  

METHODIST 

CHURCH 

April 2021 

Reporter 

Inside this issue: 

Easter              

Announcements 

2 

 

Announcements 2 

Christian Education 3 

Feed the Need 5 

Beware of         

Flamingos Order 

Form 

6 

Community       

Ministries 

7 

Missions 7 

Prayer Requests 8 

Caregivers 8 

Grief Support 9 

Online &  

Technology 

10 

In Recognition & 

Gratitude 

10 

Calendar 11 

  

 

“The Light at the End of the Tunnel!” 

March 8th of 2020, the second Sunday in Lent, was our last “fully open” Sunday here at 
Evangel. During the week that followed, it felt as if the earth was continuously shifting   
beneath our feet, as the novel coronavirus began spreading exponentially, and our nation’s 
Governors shut their States down. As we drew closer to Easter, and infection numbers 
grew, I remember hearing some pastors say that they were going to wait to celebrate Easter 
after things had opened up again and everyone had returned, even if that was in July or   
August. That sounds silly today, of course. At that time most of us had no real idea how 
long this pandemic would drag on!    
 

A year has now passed, and we’re pushing up against a second Easter with restrictions on 
how we gather – but there is light at the end of the tunnel. The first glimmers came with the 
emergency approval of the mRNA vaccines created by Pfizer and Moderna, starting with 
the Pfizer vaccine on December 11th of last year. We’ve been following the successful    
efforts to get people in Minnesota vaccinated in our Thursday Congregational Updates,   
distributed via email.   
 

That vaccine rollout has gone so well, and the partial shutdowns in our State have been so 
effective in lowering the number of new infections, that at his March 12th COVID-19      
update, Governor Tim Walz announced that the State of Minnesota would begin easing   
restrictions, starting at noon on Monday, March 15th.  Restaurants can now welcome more 
people inside. By April the Twins, Timberwolves, and Wild will begin allowing limited 
numbers of fans into their venues. The Governor has urged schools to reopen for in-person 
classes, and he’s encouraged folks to plan their weddings and summer gatherings. The light 
at the end of the tunnel is growing ever brighter. Our patience, sorely tested, is finally about 
to be rewarded. 
 

The most relevant change for churches is that the cap on attendance numbers has been     
lifted. Social distancing and masks will still be required, however, meaning we cannot yet 
fill our sanctuary. We had already been seeing a slow but growing trickle of folks returning 
to our 10:30 a.m. Traditional Service as they received their second vaccinations. The     
loosened restrictions may increase that slightly. 
 

I expect that our “regathering” for in-person congregational worship will pretty much     
follow that pattern. As folks either receive their vaccinations, or see infections numbers  
locally drop into single digits, they’ll return when they feel it is safe to do so, and I think 
that’s a good approach. While we’ll eventually reach a point in time when all restrictions 
are lifted, that doesn’t mean that everyone will return right away. In the meantime we’ll 
keep standards in place to ensure that our worship gatherings are safe. In that regard please 
be aware that for the safety of our musicians, many of whom are too young to have gotten 
in the que yet to be vaccinated, we are not yet ready to reopen the 8:49 a.m. Contemporary 
Service to in-person worshippers, though we’re hopeful that will come soon. 
 

Thank you so much for your faithful patience, and for the manifold ways so many of you 
have been caring for one another over the last twelve months. We can see the light at the 
end of the tunnel!  
 

In Christ, 
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Cut-Ups 
 

No updates yet regarding the reopening of the Bundles of Love workrooms at 
Assisi Heights. Hopefully, we are getting close as vaccine rollout progresses. 
Watch your email for the monthly Rochester work group newsletters. Please 
continue to contact Sharon Landsworth at 507-288-0592 for things you can work 
on at home.  

Maundy Thursday Service 
 

6:30 pm - In-person & Live Stream 

 

Easter Sunday Services 
 

As of the deadline for this newsletter, we’re still receiving feedback on what 
sort of numbers we might have at in-person services on Easter Sunday.     
Because families will be required to “socially distance” (and wear masks) we 
cannot fill our sanctuary. If our anticipated numbers are too high, we’ll look at 
adding a third service for that Sunday. Be watching for an announcement! 

Evangel Virtual Sunday School 
 

These faithful and dedicated teachers are investing as many as 8 hours a week to prepare, film, edit 
and add videos to their Sunday School classes for our children. Their work has been outstanding 
and amazing. You can watch it by following these simple steps:  
 

Go to www.evangelum.org 
Click www.evangelsundayschool.org 
Select which grade to view 
Click “Please click here to start your class!”  

       (multi-colored hand graphic) > > > > > > > > > > > > > >  
 
Our teachers are providing relational continuity to all our students each and every week even though 
many of them are also working full time and dealing with COVID 19 in their own families. Thank you 
Evangel Sunday School teachers for stepping into this dark moment in time with the light of Jesus!  

Easter Announcements 

No Sunday School and Youth Group 
 

There will be no Virtual Sunday School on Sunday, March 28, or Sunday, April 4, in observance of 
Palm Sunday and Easter.  

Happy Birthday 
 

Bev Cooper will  be 90 on April  8
th
.  If you would like to send her a card,  

mail it to:   
22 45

th
 Ave NW Apt. 119 

Rochester, MN 55901   
 

Happy Birthday Bev! 

http://www.evangelum.org
http://www.evangelsundayschool.org
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday - Wednesday……………………………Virtual Sunday School for all ages 
Every Sunday at 9:55 am ………………………………Evangel Children’s Church TV Show 
Throughout April…………………………………………Evangel Spring Connect Groups     
April 4…………………………………………………….. Easter Sunday 
April 25….................................................................... Scanlan’s Red Barn Learning Farm 
April 24……………………………………………………“Feed the Need” Salvation Army Food Drive-thru 
May 1………………………………………………………Mega Kids Camp Early Bird Registration Begins 
 

Kids Club Sponsored Event: Springtime at Scanlan’s Red Barn 

Learning Farm 
 

Sunday, April 25 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm | 27251 State Hwy 30, Hayfield, MN 55940 
 

Spring has sprung! The grass is getting green and all the critters at Scanlan’s Red Barn    
Learning Farm are ready to say “Hello” on April 18.  Evangel will have a private event to “walk 
with the animals, talk with the animals, walk and talk and squawk with the animals.”  Meet at 
church at 1:30 pm to carpool or meet us at the farm.  Don’t miss this opportunity for exclusive 
interaction with hundreds of animals and a variety of fun activities.  This event is only $5.00 

Spring Connect Groups Sneak Peek 
 

Christian Education is finalizing plans for our Spring Connect Groups. Here is a quick 
glance at classes, missional, and social opportunities coming your way this spring.    
Coming soon, a Connect Groups brochure will be online and in the mail for full details. 
  

Class Teacher 

Refresh, Renew, Reconnect for Women Clancy Craven 

“God Will Help You” by Max Lucado Book Study Barb Schroeder 

Feed the Need: Building a Food Wall for Salvation Army Food Shelf 
Community Event (see page 5 for more details) 

Evangel Christian Education 

Minor Prophets in the Bible Book Study Brian Nass 

Walk/Hike Club at Quarry Hill Jim Klepper 

Springtime at Scanlan’s Red Barn Learning Farm Evangel Kids Club 

Loaves of Love - Delivering Food & Love to Evangel Seniors   

Let’s Go to the Movies  

“Easter Cubes” for All Evangel Children  
 

Children grade 5 and younger will receive a special “Easter Cube.”  Kids will “unfold” the Easter story in 
a fun, imaginative way while watching the Children’s Church TV Show on Easter Sunday. Christian  
Education hand-delivered the cubes before spring break in case some families traveled over Easter.  
We hope and pray these storytelling cubes will help children remember and rejoice in the Good News: 
Jesus has conquered the grave and our sins - we are redeemed!  Let’s celebrate Easter like never   
before in 2021. 
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Mega Kids Camp – “Legendary: Journey to the Hall of Fame” 
 

July 26-29 | Early Bird Registration will begins May 1 
 

Evangel Christian Education and our SE Minnesota church partners will bring sports, arts, and the Gospel to       
children for our 9

th
 Annual Mega Kids Camp. Kids will learn from Jesus how to become legendary like Jesus.  Here 

are a few highlights:  
 

• Horse Camp will be back, offering two levels of horse training 

• Special guest speaker 

• New Adventure Camp options 
  
New For 2020 
 

Pet Care & Training - children will learn about God’s animals that bless our 
lives as pets.  We will have veterinarians share how they help our pets when 
they hurt.  Dog and horse trainers will give insight on how to help our pets 
obey and live happier lives. This track will be everything pets all week. 
 
Adventure Track Expansion - to accommodate activities for all ages, we are expanding our popular adventure 
track into two: Track 1 for ages 5 to 7, and Track 2 for ages 8 to 12. All of your favorite Adventure games will be 
back, including laser tag, soccer boppers, archery tag, and large inflatables, with new and exciting options added for 
each age level to keep the Adventure Track soaring!    
 

Early Bird Registration 
 

May 1 – July 1  $30.00 
After July 1  $40.00 

 
Eligible children should have received a notice of registration in the mail or you can go directly to evangelum.org to 
register starting May 1.  Save the date.  Volunteers needed -  we need all hands on deck for this one! 

“Feed the Need” Food Drive-thru & Food Wall 
 

Saturday, April 24 | 11:00 am – 3:00 pm | Evangel Parking Lot 
    

Christian Education has partnered with Rochester Salvation Army to host a community food drive-
thru in the Evangel parking lot.  The need for food in our city is desperate. The Salvation Army has 
seen a dramatic increase in food needs this past year due to the pandemic.  550 families utilize 
the Salvation Army’s food shelf, and many of those families do not have transportation.  We are 
excited to provide food to thousands and bring our entire community together in a collective effort 
of care and compassion for our hurting brothers and sisters.   
 

We need 50 volunteers from Evangel to assist with: 
 

• assembling food wall as people drive-thru with donations 

• set up and take down 

• directing traffic  

• dispensing complementary gift bags to guests  

• set up staging for live music 
 

The Salvation Army Mascot, “Slider” from the Rochester Honkers, and “Mega” from Mega Kids Camp will be onsite, 
with appearances by the Rochester Police and Fire Department.  Live music performed during the event! Visit   
evangelum.org >  Salvation Army Food Drive for volunteer opportunities.  If you are looking for a compassionate 
way to spend a portion of your stimulus check, please consider a gift to this event.  Let’s come together and 
make this Food Wall a sign of hope for the hungry in our city (more details on following page). 

April’s Children’s Church TV Show: Easter and the Most Important Post-Easter 

Events in the Bible 
 

The Sunday School Show has been airing approximately 5 minutes after the conclusion of the 8:49 a.m. service and 
no later than 9:55 a.m. It is also available anytime throughout the week. Bible teaching, science experiments, videos, 
storytelling, crafts, games and snack ideas are all included.  This year we are studying “Major Stories of the Bible”, 
covering over 35 of the most exciting and impactful stories in all of Scripture. This month we will start with an Easter 
Sunday Show, followed by the most important post-Easter stories in Scripture.  A special gift will be hand-delivered to 
all children prior to Easter Sunday. Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven will teach with Tim Morgan on production. The 
“Major Stories of the Bible” series will run through May. We hope all children and adults will tune in for the TV show.  
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging 
the people of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/

adults become active in mission projects.  Community Ministries is      
committed to changing lives across the street and throughout the        

Rochester area. 

Mission Team 
 

The Evangel Mission Team met in March. They reviewed correspondence and authorized financial support 
for Mark and Lezlee Sanders of Campus Crusade, and Scott and Vicky Satre of Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
Many of the newsletters we receive from the Missionaries and Missions we support (listed in the January Re-
porter) are posted on the Evangel website.  To read them, go to evangelum.org > Ministries > Missionaries.   

We recently received the autobiography “Compelled by Love” by  Lowell  Williamson, the father of Rod    
Williamson, a missionary we support doing work in Taiwan. Lowell was also a missionary in Taiwan and 
spent time discipling in China.  This book will be available to check out from the Evangel library.  
 
Please be in prayer as COVID 19 precautions are gradually being relaxed, and for our missionaries and 
mission partners. If you have questions or ideas about Missions, don’t hesitate to contact any member of 
our team: Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg, Norm Meeks and Jim Cooper.   

Because of COVID 19, Community Ministries hasn’t met in 2021, but are considering what types 
of outreach to perform to support Evangel and Rochester area ministries.  
 
The following volunteer opportunities are available: 
 
Assist at The Landing at Silver Lake Station, a day 
care center for the homeless located at the former 
Silver Lake Fire Station.  Contact Alex Hurlebaus at 
507-319-1212.  2-3 hour shifts can be made at: 
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab23a7fec-
thelanding. For more information, contact Norm 
Meeks at 507-254-0785. 
 
Rochester Family Service, a non-profit agency that assists seniors and 
those with disabilities, is looking for volunteers to help with spring yard 
clean up.  To get involved contact Jennell Loeffler at 507-287-2010 or   
volunteering@rochesterservicerochester.org.  
 
If you have questions or ideas for outreach projects, contact Jackie Hall, Community Ministries 
Chair, at 507-358-4354 or any of the Community Ministries Team: Dennis Butterbaugh, Gayle 
Holter, Jim Cooper, Phyllis Hammes, Roanna Vine and Susan Rader. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab23a7fec-thelanding
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab23a7fec-thelanding
mailto:volunteering@rochesterservicerochester.org
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Prayer Requests – Please Pray For 
 

• April Zitnay, former member of 
Evangel, undergoing treatment in 
South Carolina for metastatic     
cancer. Prayers for healing. 

 
• Monica French’s grandson, Josh, 

underwent bone marrow transplant 
on Friday 3/19.  Prayers for success-
ful treatment and healing  

 
• Healthcare workers 

This is written by Harriet Hodgson, from Rochester, MN. It 
is the first of a series of 3 books by her.  
 
Caring for a loved one at home. What is really involved? 
And what does it mean for your family and future? Tens of 
millions of Americans have had these questions and more 
as they prepare for this unsettling yet necessary task. The 
Family Caregiver’ s Guide fills in the gaps, connecting the 
dots between research and real life.  

Drawing on the author’s extensive caregiving experience, 
this book provides strategies to care for your loved one, 
inside and out, as well as for yourself including how to use 
your natural skills in your new role, and which skills you 
may need to add. You will discover how to set up your 
home for caregiving, including a safety checklist, equip-
ment suggestions, and words you should know. And for 
those days that are more than a handful, you will find  
positive affirmations, a section on facing and accepting  
illness, and smart steps at the end of each chapter, in 
case you need guidance in a hurry. Caregiving has both 
rewards and challenges. But through it all, you will        
discover what’s most important that “caregiving is love in 
action."  
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For Those Who Are Grieving 

Grief Support 

Each month we will highlight a chapter from the book, “A,B,C’s of Healthy Grieving: A Companion For 
Everyday Coping” by Harold Ivan Smith. 

  
C- Create a Cherishable Memory! 
 
“Precious memories, unseen angels.”  Memories are the inevitable result of our investment in a         
relationship with a person.  They are a friend to grievers.  Some try to keep memories at bay as they 
bring up both good and bad emotions.  For some it may be more negative memories. Even if it was not 
the best relationship, there must be something good that you remember.  Try and focus on that. Wise 
grievers welcome memories as they would an honored guest to create these cherishable memories. 
 
My dad loved White Castle hamburgers. We almost never went out to eat, but 
when I was in nursing training, dad would pick me up when I took the bus home 
from Rochester, and many times we’d go to White Castle for hamburgers.  When I 
am in the Twin Cities, I will always stop at the White Castle in St. Paul.  This     
always brings back loving memoires of my dad.  I found another White Castle in 
Hinckley, MN, on the way to Duluth, and I always stop there, either on the way up 
or way back. You may not like White Castle hamburgers, but for me they are the 
best, and it always brings back positive memories of my dad.  What is something 
from your past memories that makes you smile or warms your heart?  Focus on 
that.  
 

I can CREATE A CHERISHABLE MEMORY. 

Cultivating a Grateful Heart 
 

“Great is the Lord! He is most worthy of praise!”  
 

 - 1 Chronicle 16:25 
 

“Christ is not only a remedy for your weariness and 
trouble, but He will give you an abundance of the    
contrary, joy and delight.”   

 - Jonathan Edwards 

Barb Schroeder 
Grief Counselor 

507-288-8152 
bjschroeder@charter.net 
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Online & Technology 

In Recognition and Gratitude 
 

Almost thirty-seven full years ago, in the fall of 1984, Joanne Dodge began leading 
the Youth Bells at Evangel after Carol Parrott resigned from that position. Later, 
when Ruth Christie resigned as director of the Evangel Ringers, Joanne took over 
that group too.  
 
Now, after spending nearly four decades teaching innumerable Evangel members 
how to play the Bells, and directing them in worship, Joanne has stepped aside. 
Like most of our choirs, the Evangel Ringers suspended their group last March due 
to the pandemic. While Joanne tried to regather this year, it proved too difficult to 
bring enough Ringers together for the group to be able to cover many numbers. 
Her final Sunday directing the Evangel Ringers was February 24th. While SPRC is 
in conversation with someone to replace her, that group probably won’t re-start until 
next September.   

 
Joanne and her husband, Larry, are     
retiring this fall and moving to Madison   
to be closer to their son Brian, his wife     
Kami, and their four young children.  
 
After serving our Evangel family for so 
many years, this certainly isn’t the way 
that we would prefer to have Joanne step 
into retirement. We’re hopeful, then, that 
at some point before Larry and Joanne 
depart for Madison we will back gathering 
in sufficient numbers to be able to recog-
nize Joanne for her years of service. 
 
EVANGEL SPRC 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:30 am - Coffee Time 
(ZOOM) 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service LIVE STREAM 
 

9:55 am - Sunday School 
ONLINE 

 

10:00 am - Jr. & Sr.  High 
Sunday School (ZOOM) 

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-
PERSON) 
 

 

7:00 pm - Youth Group 
(ZOOM) 

1:15 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
  
7:00 pm - The Minor    
Prophets Study Group 
(ZOOM) 
 
7:30 pm - Al-Anon (223) 

 6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

    

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

  
 

     

4 Easter Sunday 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  6:30 pm - Missions         

Committee (221/ZOOM) 
 6:30 pm - Finance     

Committee (ZOOM) 
 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

  6:30 pm - Christian Education 
(ZOOM) 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - AHG Board    
Meeting (223) 
 
7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (Sanctuary) 
 
8:00 - Refresh, Renew, 
Reconnect - For Women 
(ZOOM) 

1:00 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm - “God Will Help 
You” Study & Share 
(ZOOM) 

6:30 pm - “Take a Hike” 
Connect Group (Quarry 
Hill) 

  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

8:00 - Refresh, Renew, 
Reconnect - For Women 
(ZOOM) 

6:30 pm - “God Will Help 
You” Study & Share 
(ZOOM) 

6:30 pm - “Take a Hike” 
Connect Group (Quarry 
Hill) 

 11:00 am - “Feed the 
Need” Food Drive-thru 
and Food Wall 
(Evangel Parking Lot) 

25 26 27 28 29 30 1 
2:00 pm - Kids Club       
Sponsored Event: Scanlan’s 
Red Barn Learning Farm 
(Harmony, MN) 

 7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (Sanctuary) 
 
8:00 - Refresh, Renew, 
Reconnect - For Women 
(ZOOM) 

6:30 pm - “God Will Help 
You” Study & Share 
(ZOOM) 

6:30 pm - “Take a Hike” 
Connect Group (Quarry 
Hill) 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

Worship Services & Sunday School 
 

8:49 am - Live Stream Contemporary Service 
All Week - Virtual Sunday S chool Class (by graded 

classroom) www.evangelsundayschool.org 
9:55 am - Live Stream Children’s Church TV Show 

10:30 am - Live Stream and “In-per son” Traditional Service  
 

All Are Welcome! 
 


