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“Remember Who – and Whose – You Are!” 

As I pen this column, we’re just a few days into our annual journey through the season of 
Lent. In the lectionary, the gospel reading for the 1st Sunday in Lent (the six Sundays    
themselves are not actually a part of Lent) is always taken from one of the temptation    
narratives. Matthew 4 is year A; Mark 1 is year B; and Luke 4 is the year C reading.  We’re 
in year B, and so the assigned gospel for February 21 would have been from Mark 1:9-15 if 
we had not been starting a new sermon series. This is the briefest version of Jesus’        
temptation. The relevant portion, following directly on the heels of his baptism, where the 
Spirit descended upon him in the form of a Dove and God declared his pleasure in Jesus, 
reads like this:     
 
“12 Immediately the Spirit *impelled Him to go out into the wilderness. 13 And He was in the 
wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the  

angels were ministering to Him.” (NASB) 

 

As the shortest version, Mark doesn’t actually tell us anything about the nature of the   
temptations (and “testings” may be a better word) that Jesus faced in the wilderness.     
Matthew and Luke, however, do, though they reverse the order of the 2nd and 3rd tests. 
Scholars have offered differing interpretations on their meanings. Some describe the 1st as a 
material temptation (to turn stones into bread), the 2nd as a temptation to personal security 
(or perhaps personal importance), and the 3rd as the temptation to power.    
 
Peter Gomes has offered a slightly different spin on these tests. In the 1st, he suggests Jesus 
is tempted towards compassion (to feed the needy, etc.). The 2nd test is an appeal to the   
virtue of trusting in God, to believe that God will catch him as he falls from the pinnacle of 
the Temple. The 3rd offer is the ultimate gift, power, tied to the temptation of idolatry. 
While Mark’s discussion of Jesus’ temptations is by far the shortest, I rather like the       
information that he includes in his brevity. Mark tells us only that Jesus was in the          
wilderness for 40 days being tempted by Satan; that he was with the wild beasts; and that 
the angels were ministering to Him. 
 
We’ll never know, of course, how difficult resisting those temptations was for Jesus, but 
our belief that he was both fully human and fully God generally leads us to believe that his 
human nature was indeed tempted every bit as severely as we sometimes are. Nonetheless, I 
rather suspect that coming on the heels of his baptism, the presence of angels ministering to 
him must have been just one more reminder, one more confirmation, for Jesus, of exactly 
who – and whose – he was! 
 
That’s my advice for us – for you, and for me – this Lenten season too. As this pandemic 
drags on into a second year – as we are perhaps tempted to despair – when we’re feeling 
pulled to step outside of who and what God has created and called us to be, may we too  
remember who – and whose – we are.  
 
In Christ, 
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UMW - World Day of Prayer 
 

Because of the pandemic, our annual ecumenical gathering of Christian women, the World Day of Prayer 2021, will not be 
held this March. We look forward to getting together again for fellowship and worship in 2022. 

Cut-Ups 
 

A big thank you to all our volunteers that continue to sew, cut, knit & crochet at home.  Items to be cut 
or sewn can be dropped off/picked up at 4522 5th Street NW in Rochester.  Call ahead at 507-288-
0592 and set up a date and time.  Please consider sponsoring a bundle. The cost per bundle is $35.  
Monetary donations may be made online at bundlesoflove.org or sent to: 
 
Bundles of Love Charity 
PO Box 240301 
Apple Valley, MN 55124 - 0301 

Evangel’s Annual UMW Observance of “A Call to Prayer & Self-Denial” 
 

In the first quarter of every year, United Methodist Women (in circles and churches around the world) are encouraged to 
step out in faith and bring the love of Christ into a hurting world through their prayers and selfless giving. In 2021, we come 
together around the theme: “SHE LEADS, Empowering Women to Make a Difference.” 
 

The women of Evangel UMW are invited to pray and offer their gifts, and thus make a real       
difference in the lives of women, youth, and children here at home and across the world. If you 
wish to give toward this special offering, you may write a check to “Evangel UMW” and mail it to 
our treasurer, Susan Dodge at 1404 48

th
 St. NE, Rochester, MN 55906.  

 

May we unite in prayer, listening to all that God is leading us to do: 
 

 “As women created in God’s image and rooted in God’s power, we open our hearts, extend our hands, and  
 give of ourselves and our offerings prayerfully and generously. May we deny our own way to make room  
 for God’s way, empowered by His love and spirit. Through Christ who calls us. Amen.”  
 

Becky Pierce, Evangel UMW President 

Upper Rooms 
 

The March/April Upper Room is now available at the church.  Please stop by and pick one up.  
If you are not able, contact the church office and one will be delivered to you or dropped off at 
your residence by a volunteer. This little devotional book is a blessing to many.  In the        de-
votional for Sunday, February 21, Ann Stewart from South Australia wrote: 
 

 “The Upper Room has been a part of my devotional time throughout my life. I have 
been blessed many times by meditations or Bible readings for the day that were just what I 
needed.  I am always amazed by God’s timing and love for me when it feels like God is     
speaking to me personally through the devotional. 
 

 “What a blessing it is to build the disciplines of prayer and Bible study into each day!  
What an encouragement to be part of a praying community of believers from diverse countries 
and cultures!” 
 
Amen to that! 

 

Thank You From Nancy Hanson 
 

“Thank you for your prayers and cards while I was in the hospital. I am home, and with the help of therapy, have gained 
some strength back and made great improvements with my speech.  I really appreciate all of your support.”   
 - Nancy 

Daylight Savings Time 
 

Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed on Saturday, March 13. You 
don’t want to be late tuning in to church, do you? 

tel:507-288-0592
tel:507-288-0592
http://bundlesoflove.org/
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday - Wednesday…………………………………………...Virtual Sunday School for all ages 
Every Sunday at 9:55 am ……………………………………………...Evangel Children’s Church TV Show 
Throughout March……………………………………………………….Evangel Connect Groups 
March 9…………………………………………………………………..Virtual Mental Health Forum: “Peace of  
                    Mind in Chaotic Times” 
March 16…………………………………………………………………Christian Education Team  
March 21………………………………………………………………….Kids Club Sponsored Event: Ice 
         Skating/Winter Scavenger Hunt 

Kids Club Sponsored Event: Ice Skating, Winter Scavenger Hunt & Goose Chase 
 

Sunday, March 21 | 3:00 pm | Soldier’s Field Golf Course - 244 Soldiers Field Dr SW,   
Rochester, MN 55902 
 
We are finishing our trifecta of 2021 Winter Wonderland Events at Soldier’s 
Field Park.  Come enjoy the beauty of winter and a variety of fun wintertime 
activities with friends and family.  This is for everyone!  Come for one or all of 
the following activities: 
 

    Winter Scavenger Hunt/Goose Chase – 3:00 pm 
    Hunt for treats and gifts while helping Soldier’s Field Golf      
    Course mitigate the lounging Canadian Geese by playfully    
    chasing them.  Just don’t catch them, they can be feisty! 
 
    Ice Skating – 4:30 pm 
    Experience the beauty of a winter twilight as you skate under the floodlights at    
    the Oval.  A truly amazing experience.  
 
    The cost is FREE unless you need to rent skates. To signup go to     
    www.evangelum.org > scroll down > Kids Club > SIGN UP.  Questions?            

                          Contact Jim Klepper at jklepper@evangelum.org or Clancy Craven at                  
                          ccraven@evangelum.org  

“Peace of Mind in Chaotic Times” Virtual Mental Health Forum 
 

6:30 pm | Live Stream 
 

Join us online for this important mental health forum that will offer practical solutions to achieve 
our mental health goals during a time of pandemic.  See page 5 for details 

http://www.evangelum.org
mailto:jklepper@evangelum.org
mailto:ccraven@evangelum.org


Page 4 Reporter 

2021 Easter Egg Drive-thru Cancelled 
 
 

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our plans for Evangel’s 2021 Easter Egg Drive-thru event. The 
Rochester Public Schools spring break schedule coincides with the two weekends we would have chosen 
to hold the event, and many of our families and key leadership will be unavailable.  
 

After a long COVID winter and year of pandemic, we feel the time for our Evangel families to be together 
at Easter is top priority.  As families begin to feel safe to see loved ones, we wanted to be sensitive to 
your needs to connect with one another. We hope and pray God will provide moments of homecoming 
and blessing that is needed this Easter season.  Evangel Christian Education remains committed to     
proclaiming the Gospel through outreach events such as the Easter Egg Hunt, Trunk or Treat, Mental 
Health Forums, and Mega Kids Camp.  Let us pause and allow time to embrace our families.    

Channel One Food Shelf Needs Funds 
 

March has been the time for the Channel One Food Shelf to promote their annual food drive. However, 
due to the COVID 19 Pandemic, Channel One is not accepting food donations this March.   
 
This means Evangel Christian Education cannot present our 
annual all-church “Food Wall Challenge.” Despite these      
difficulties, Channel One is accepting monetary donations to 
meet the needs of the hungry in our community. Please     
consider a donation to Channel One.  For donation instruc-
tions, visit www.channelonefoodbankrochestermn.org.  
 

SAVE THE DATE – Mega Kids Camp 2021: “Legendary” Journey to the Hall of 

Fame - July 26-29, 2021     
  

Plans are underway for this year’s Mega Kids Camp. We don’t know for sure if we will be able to hold 
camp in-person, but what we can tell you is we are planning several options:  
 
Best Case Scenario 
 

Full in-person camp with no restrictions.  Pray hard for this one, it may take a miracle.  Minnesota is     
performing well with the pandemic.  Let’s keep hoping! 
 

Mid-Case Scenario  
 

If we cannot hold a full, in-person camp, we will use a “hybrid 
model” that will allow half our campers to come two days a week, 
followed by two days of a “virtual” camp, and vice versa.  This will 
allow effective social distancing while providing children the      
opportunity to attend camp in-person for at least 2 days.  
 

Worst Case Scenario  
 

If COVID 19 lingers or worsens, camp will take place “virtually” as 
it did in 2020, but with some new surprises and a possible back-
yard style gathering.  
 
Safety is, and always will be, our first priority at Mega Kids Camp. We will always, and without question, 
strive to provide the safest environment for your children.  We know summer calendars fill up quickly, so 
mark your calendars for July 26 - 29, 2021.  Mega Kids Camp will take place at the National Volleyball 
Center - Century High School.  Further mailings are coming this spring with registration information.  

Channel One Drive-thru in April to Raise Funds for the Hungry 
 

Evangel Christian Education is looking at holding a Drive-thru event in April to raise funds for Channel 
One.  We will be talking with possible partners from our community to help us put together an incredible  
drive-thru experience to raise money to feed the hungry.  Stay tuned! 
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EVANGEL UMC 
 

2645 North Broadway 
Rochester, MN 55906 

507-289-4817 
 

office@evangelum.org 
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Youth News 
Russ Bruhnke (rebuhnke@gmail.com) 507- 226-1138 

 
Our hibernation from winter (hopefully) is finally coming to an end! Thoughts start to 
turn to spring as the weather teases us.  Spring also brings thoughts of Easter!     
Jesus gave his life so we all could live. But He also turned the tide on death! 
 

Pink Flamingos  
 

It’s time to start planning and prepping for flocking. 
This will start in April.  All proceeds go towards          
materials needed in our local mission service oppor-
tunity (see below). Flamingo request sheets are               
located at the bottom of this page. 
 

 
Mission Service Opportunity (MSO) 
 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, the mission trip to South Dakota has been cancelled. 
However, there is tremendous need right here in our own community.  The next   
mission service will take place in Rochester.  This will be a great opportunity to bring 
God’s Kingdom to our city.  The daily schedule will be very similar to our normal   
mission trip, except you will sleep in your own bed!  Let Russ know if you want to be 
part of this fantastic event. 

Got that “special someone” in your life who could use a little more decoration to their yard?  Your problems are over, 
because the Evangel students are here to help!  For a minimum donation of $20, we’ll provide a lovely display of 25 
pink flamingos in that person’s yard (or all 50 for only $39.95!), plus a large “You’ve Been Flocked!” sign for just the 

right touch! So why wait? Fill out this order form and place it with your payment in Youth Director’s box.  
We will notify you as soon as “the flock has landed”.  

DATES FOR FLOCKING:  April 12 - May 21 (depending on weather) 

Thank you so much for supporting our Youth Mission! 
   
 Their Name:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Their Address:______________________________________________________________________ 
  
 ____ I have a preferred date of flocking: _________________ 
  
 ____ I have no preference of when the flocking happens 
  
 ____$20 (minimum)   ____ other amount: $_____________ 
 (checks: Evangel UMC; memo: “flamingo fundraiser”) 

 
 Your Name:_______________________________________ Phone Number:______________________ 

Beware of the Flamingos 

mailto:rebuhnke@gmail.com
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging 
the people of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/

adults become active in mission projects.  Community Ministries is      
committed to changing lives across the street and throughout the        

Rochester area. 

Because of COVID 19, Community Ministries hasn’t met in 2021, but we are still       
considering what types of outreach we can implement to help meet the needs of Evangel 
and ministries in the Rochester area.  The activities and ministries we supported in 2020 
are listed in the January 2021 Reporter. If you have ideas or thoughts regarding          
outreach opportunities we might become involved in, don’t hesitate to contact          
Chairperson, Jackie Hall at 507-358-4354 or any member of Community Ministries: 
Dennis Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim Cooper, Phyllis Hammes, Roanna Vine and      
Susan Rader. 

Mission Team 
 

The Evangel Mission Team met in February and will continue meeting to carry out 
Evangel’s global and regional mission activities.  It’s exciting to read letters we have 
received from the missions and missionaries we support in the United States and 
throughout the world.  To read them, go to www.evangelum.org > Ministries >       
Missionaries. 

We recently received “Compelled by Love” the autobiography of Lowell Williamson, 
the father of Rod Williamson, a missionary we support doing mission work in        
Taiwan. Lowell was also a missionary in Taiwan.  The book tells of the ups and 
downs of a Christian missionary discipling in a different culture.  The book will be   
put in Evangel’s library.  
 
We urge you to be in prayer as we continue to wade through COVID 19.  We also 
ask you to be in prayer for our missionary and mission partners as they deal with the 
pandemic and associated unrest. If you have questions or ideas about missions, 
don’t hesitate to contact any member of our team: Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev 
Morgan, Linda Gregg, Norm Meeks and Jim Cooper.   

http://www.evangelum.org
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Prayer Requests – Please Pray For 
 

• Leon & Linda’s 2 ½ year-old granddaughter, 
Amanda, having tests in preparation for heart 
surgery.  Prayers for successful procedure & 

recovery 
 

• John & Arlene Morris' newest granddaughter, 
Brooke, arrived a little early and is in the    
Newborn Intensive Care Unit.  Please be    

keeping them in your prayers  
 

• Deanna Schmudlach – prayers for recovery 
following shoulder surgery 

 

• Matthew Williamson – prayers for continued 
recovery 

 

• Monica French’s grandson, Josh, still dealing 
with acute myeloid leukemia.  Bone marrow 

transplant to take place in March. Prayers for 
health and healing 

 

• Phil Strom, former Interim Pastor. Prayers for 

continued healing following successful lung 
transplant 

 

• Healthcare workers 

1. Seek support from other caregivers. You are not alone! 
2. Take care of your own health so that you can be strong enough to take care of your loved one. 

3. Accept offers of help and suggest specific things people can do to help you. 
4. Learn how to communicate effectively with doctors. 
5. Caregiving is hard work so take respite breaks often. 

6. Watch out for signs of depression and don't delay getting professional help when you need it. 
7. Be open to new technologies that can help you care for your loved one. 

8. Organize medical information so it's up to date and easy to find. 
9. Make sure legal documents are in order. 

 
Give yourself credit for doing the best you can in one of the toughest jobs there is! 

 
CaregiverAction.org 

https://caregiveraction.org/forum
https://caregiveraction.org/staying-strong-yourself
https://caregiveraction.org/defining-help-you-need
https://caregiveraction.org/resources/how-talk-your-doctor
https://caregiveraction.org/respite-time-out-caregivers-part-1
https://caregiveraction.org/caregivers-and-depression
https://caregiveraction.org/tech
https://my.backpackhealth.com/join/caregiver
https://caregiveraction.org/legal-documents-checklist
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For Those Who Are Grieving 

Each month we will highlight a chapter from the book, “A,B,C’s of Healthy Grieving: A Companion For 
Everyday Coping” by Harold Ivan Smith. 

  
B – Breathe! 
 

“Breath moves through you, in and out, twenty-two thousand times a day.  Set aside some time to      
consciously enjoy the beauty of that flowing.”  – Lorin Roche (Meditation Made Easy p.182) 
 

Are you aware that grief impacts every system of the body including the respiratory system?              
Consequently, grievers do not always breathe well or thoroughly.  Part of the reason for this has to do 
with improper posture; when a person slumps; the diaphragm is cut off and breathing is altered. When 
someone is depressed, as are most individuals dealing with loss, proper posture is the last thing he or 
she thinks of. 
 

Have you every wondered why grievers sigh?  Sighing is an automatic        
process which says to the lungs, “Hey, wake up in there!” Just as we forget to 
eat, many of us forget to breathe.  Before you read  another sentence, take a 
couple of deep breaths.  One thing we can do when someone asks an offen-
sive question or challenges our grief style, is take a long, deep breath.  When 
grief settles in or comes over us, taking deep breaths is a good starting point 
for a response.  A brisk walk and moments in fresh air will do wonders for a 
griever. 
 

Finally, many grievers feel they need some breathing room. You may feel 
smothered by all the initial attention and comforting.  Sometimes, the greatest 
gift you can give yourself is time and space to breathe. 
 

I can BREATHE. 
 

Plan some time each day to sit in a comfortable chair and spend 5-10 minutes taking slow deep breaths.  

Cultivating a Grateful Heart 
 
“Careful for nothing; prayerful for everything; thankful for anything.”   
- Dwight L. Moody 
 
“The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.”  
- Psalms 126:3 
 
“Gratitude isn’t only a celebration when good things happen. Gratitude is a declaration that GOD IS GOOD no 
matter what happens.“  
- Ann Voskamp 

Grief Support 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:30 am - Coffee Time 
(ZOOM) 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service LIVE STREAM 
 

9:55 am - Sunday School 
ONLINE 

 

10:00 am - Jr. & Sr.  High 
Sunday School (ZOOM) 

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
(LIVE STREAM / IN-
PERSON) 
 

 

7:00 pm - Youth Group 
(ZOOM) 

1:15 pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
7:30 pm - Al-Anon (223) 

 6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

    

28 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 7:00 pm - “Miracles:  Signs 
of God’s Glory” (ZOOM) 
 

6:30 pm - Missions (221) 
 
8:00 pm - Refresh, Renew, 
Reconnect—For Women 
(ZOOM) 

12:15 pm - The Practice of 
Radical Hospitality 
(Sanctuary) 
 
6:30 pm - The Practice of 
Radical Hospitality 
(Online) 
 
7:00 pm - Five Practices 
Study Group (ZOOM) 
 

   

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
 7:00 pm - “Miracles:  Signs 

of God’s Glory” (ZOOM) 
6:30 pm - “Peace of Mind in 
Chaotic Times” Mental Health 
Forum (Live-stream) 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - American Heritage 
Girls Board Meeting (223) 
 
8:00 pm - Refresh, Renew, 
Reconnect - For Women 
(ZOOM) 
 
 

12:15 pm - The Practice of 
Intentional Worship 
(Sanctuary) 
 
1:00 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 
 
6:30 pm - The Practice of 
Intentional Worship  
(Online) 
 
7:00 pm - Five Practices 
Study Group (ZOOM) 
 

6:30 pm - Finance  
Committee (ZOOM) 

 

 

14  Daylight Savings Time 15 16 17 St. Patrick’s Day 18 19 20 

 6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - “Miracles:  Signs 
of God’s Glory” (ZOOM) 

6:30 pm - Christian Education 
Team (ZOOM) 

12:15 pm - The Practice of 
Risk-taking Mission & 
Service (Sanctuary) 
 
6:30 pm - The Practice of 
Risk-taking Mission & 
Service (Online) 
 
7:00 pm - Five Practices 
Study Group (ZOOM) 

   

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

3:00 pm - Kids Club       
Sponsored Event: Scavenger 
Hunt, Ice-skating, and Goose 
Chase (Soldier’s Field Golf 
Course) 

7:00 pm - “Miracles:  Signs 
of God’s Glory” (ZOOM) 

7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (Sanctuary) 

12:15 pm - The Practice of 
Extravagant Generosity 
(Sanctuary) 
 
6:30 pm - The Practice of 
Extravagant Generosity 
(Online) 
 
7:00 pm - Five Practices 
Study Group (ZOOM) 

   

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

Lenten Plans 2021 
 

30-minute services each Wednesday 
12:15 pm (in-person) - OR - 6:30 pm (online) 

Small group discussion at 7:00 pm (over ZOOM) to discuss the Five Practices topic  

 
 
 
 
 

March 3 - The Practice of Passionate Worship with Pastor Dave 
March 10 - The Practice of Intentional Faith Development with Pastor Mark 
March 17 - The Practice of Risk-taking Mission & Service with Pastor Susie 

March 24 - The Practice of Extravagant Generosity with Pastor Dave 

 
 

 


