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The Need to Give Thanks! 

 
By most counts, 2020 has been a pretty challenging year. I’m pretty certain that no one 
needs me to explain that. A few weeks ago Susan remarked that it has been more difficult to 
track the passing of time this year as well, because so many of the touchstones that we hang 
our hats on have been taken from us. We observed the latter half of Lent, and celebrated 
Easter, online. Many families weren’t able to gather together to keep Mother’s Day, and 
other traditions, as they normally would have. Our Confirmation Service, originally sched-
uled for May 3rd, was postponed, and we’ll be celebrating it instead November 1st. High 
School Seniors had their final season of spring sports, proms, and graduation ceremonies 
taken from them. Summer Camps were canceled. Mega Camp went digital, as has Sunday 
School and most of our Connect Groups. Our Trunk-or-Treat outreach will be a drive-thru 
event. It’s easier to forget what time of year it is when you can’t observe the holidays and 
routines that help us mark the passing of the seasons. 
 
With rising numbers of COVID-19 cases, it’s pretty likely that, for many, Thanksgiving 
will be the next casualty. Or at least that’s the counsel of Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. Indeed, many families will likely 
decide not to gather together this year, at least in as large of numbers as they may have in 
the past. But that shouldn’t stop us from being grateful. 
 
My connect group was reminded of that recently as we “checked in” with one another prior 
to beginning our Bible Study, when someone from our group remarked that the pandemic 
had made them even more aware of the blessings in their life, in part by temporarily taking 
some away. I can’t help but wonder if that might be what the Apostle Paul meant when,  
addressing the church in Thessalonica, he wrote “in everything give thanks; for this is 
God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Paul almost certainly wasn’t suggesting that we should actually be thankful for all things. 
Rather he is urging us to recognize the things we should be grateful for in spite of our    
circumstances.   
 
And that feels like a worthwhile challenge for us this month, with its own unique holiday 
intended to encourage us to pause and count our blessings. There really are many, many 
things to be grateful for in 2020. I wonder how different our attitudes might be if we took 
Paul’s advice? The full verse, which sets the context for Paul’s counsel, goes like this. 
16 “Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything give thanks; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 
“The unthankful heart,” the eloquent 19th century preacher Henry Ward Beecher once 
wrote, “discovers no mercies; but the thankful heart will find, in every hour, some heavenly 
blessings.” 
 
May your blessings bring you deep joy this Thanksgiving season and always. 
 
In Christ, 
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Change Your Clocks 
 

Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 1. Don’t forget to set your clocks BACK one hour 
before going to bed Saturday night (October 31). 

Evangel United Methodist Women (UMW) 
 

Over these past months, our UMW circles have been unable to meet as we usually do. 
We have greatly missed the fellowship, study, and spiritual growth that mean so much 
to us. It is uncertain when we will be able to meet together again, but please continue 
to keep our group and our sisters in Christ in prayer. Even though we are not meeting, 
we need to think of all those in need that our offerings go to through the year. Several 
of you have continued to give as you are able, and we are very grateful for that. As of 
today, we have been able to fulfill our promised giving to  Emma Norton Services and 
to start paying on some of the other pledges we have made.  
 

Traditionally, November has been when we receive our World Thank Offering in UMW. This month, I hope 
you will be inspired to find new ways of sharing your gratitude. For more than 135 years, this offering has 
been a part of our UMW year. This is an opportunity for each of us to respond to God’s abundant grace. 
When we share our gifts, we make it possible to meet the physical and spiritual needs of women, children, 
and youth around the world.  
 

If you would like to help with this offering, please send a contribution to our UMW treasurer: 
 

 Susan Dodge 
 1404 48th Street NE 
 Rochester, MN 55906 
 

As we do this, we ask that that the Holy Spirit stirs up in us gratitude that makes us share the Good News 
and gives us hearts of compassion committed to the suffering people of the world. May the Lord be with us as 
we are sent out on this journey.  

Cut-Ups 
 

Cut-Ups continue their work from home.  If you would like to help cut out sleepers, gowns, onesies, 
burp cloths, bibs, etc., please contact Sharon at 507-288-0592 |                                                  
Sharon.landsworth@bundlesoflove.org   We are having a hard time keeping up with our sewers! 

tel:507-288-0592
mailto:Sharon.landsworth@bundlesoflove.org
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday - Wednesday………………………...Virtual Sunday School For All Ages 
Saturday, October 31………………………………...Drive-thru Trunk or Treat 
Throughout November……………………………….Evangel Connect Groups  
Throughout November……………………………….Filming for “How the Grinch Found Christ in Christmas”  
Late November………………………………………..Families Filming for Christmas Program &   
               “How the Grinch Found Christ in Christmas” 
November 1……………………………………………Kids Club - Leaf Raking and Outdoor Movie 
November 10…………………………………………..Christian Education Team 
November 29…………………………………………..Giving Tree Week #1 

Evangel Sunday School Teachers Are Heroes!   
 

Every week our faithful and dedicated teachers are investing as many as 8 hours a week to prepare, film, 
and edit for their Virtual Sunday School class.  You can watch their outstanding work by going to:   
 
www.evangelum.org > (scroll down) click Sunday School > (scroll down) click > 
www.evangelsundayschool.org/ > select grade level 
 
Thank you Evangel Sunday School teachers for bringing the light of Jesus Christ into this dark moment in 
time.  

Evangel Children’s Church TV Show - 34 Episodes and Counting 
 

Join us every week for our Evangel Children’s TV Show, airing online approximately 5 minutes after the 
conclusion of the 8:49 service.  It is also available to watch anytime during the week.  Bible teaching,     
science experiments, videos, storytelling crafts, games, and snack ideas are all included.  This year we are 
offering a series called “Major Stories of the Bible”, covering over 35 of the most exciting and impactful   
stories in all of scripture.  This series will take us through the end of May.  Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven 
will teach with Tim Morgan and Ezra Craven on production.  We hope all children and adults will tune in for 
the TV show. 

Kids Club – Raking Leaves For Seniors & Outdoor Movie 
 

Sunday, November 1 |1:30 pm – 4:30 pm (Raking Leaves); 5:00 pm (Movie) 
For Kindergarten – Grade 12 and their families 
Movie for everyone 
 
Come help us rake leaves for seniors around Rochester and then for an outdoor 
movie in the Evangel parking lot with the rest of the church family in a safe,       
socially distanced setting.  To sign up go to: 
 

www.evangelum.org > (scroll down) Connect Groups (click the blue link) > at the 
top of the screen, click Leaf Raking and Drive-In Movie > sign up! 

http://www.evangelum.org
http://www.evangelsundayschool.org/
http://www.evangelum.org
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What We Have Done, What We Are Offering & Where We Are Going  
 

The pandemic continues to challenge all of us. Here is a look at what Christian Education has 
done and how we are reimagining our ministry in these unprecedented times. If you have your 
own suggestions, please contact Jim Klepper or Clancy Craven.  Thank you for your support. 
 
What We Have Done… 
 
• Converted Mega Kids Camp summer ministry to a virtual platform featuring daily videos by 

camp coaches, rallies, and produced Mega Kids Camp “kits” for children to interact with 
while viewing camp online. The kits were distributed to 140 campers in a ‘no contact’ drive
-thru 

 
 

• Converted “Kick-off Sunday” to a safe and CDC compliant outside event in our parking lot 
featuring object lessons, a full band, skits, “welcome back-paks” for children and youth, 
and abundant digital resources   

 

• Furniture/Antique Sale to support Christian Education Ministries  
 
What We Are Offering… 
 
• Weekly Virtual Sunday School classes with teachers that can be viewed anytime online 

(pre. K – Grade 5) 
 

• Hard copy and electronic curriculum for families to use at home 
 

• LIVE Sunday School &Youth Group (Grades 6-12) over ZOOM  
 

• Online family discipleship material 
 

• Weekly Children's Church TV Show 
 

• Drive-thru Trunk or Treat on October 31 for our church family and community 
 

• Kids Club in-person activities in a safe, CDC compliant atmosphere. 30 people attended 
our first event cleaning up the lilac bush area on Sunday October 4.  The next Kid’s Club 
will be on November 1 to rake lawns for seniors.  An outdoor movie in the parking lot will 
follow.   

 

• Connect Group classes offering opportunities to experience God’s Word and connecting 
with others.  Many classes are designed to offer help with challenges brought on by  
COVID 19. 

 
Where We Are Going… 
 
• Currently in the process of setting up a Virtual Mental Health Forum (date TBA) featuring 

the film "Resilience" which addresses the mental health aspects of COVID 19. A profes-
sional panel will be involved 

 

• “How the Grinch Found Christ in Christmas” Virtual Christmas Drama/Musical in place of 
the Children’s Christmas Program.  Families can participate by filming themselves at home 
as the "Whos”.  Children will be invited to participate virtually in a special part of the       
program 

 

• Investing in SignUpGenius software - making it easy to sign up online for volunteer oppor-
tunities.   
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“How the Grinch Found Christ in Christmas” Virtual Christmas Drama/

Musical 
 

Evangel Christian Education is producing a 40-minute drama/musical, which we hope will be a compelling 
Christmas memory for years to come. Kayla and Beth Kanzelman are producing and directing this drama, 
which will be filmed and edited at Evangel.  “How the Grinch Found Christ in Christmas” will be released online 
the weekend of December 13. 
  
Evangel families are invited to appear as “Whos” in our rendition of this Christmas classic.  Families can film 
themselves at home or come to Evangel at scheduled times. The roles of the Grinch, Narrator and more will be 
filled by individual Evangel members.  In addition, five musical selections by various Evangel musicians will be 
included, creating a story we hope will touch hearts for Jesus this Christmas.  
 
This project will be filmed during the month of November.  Details coming soon on how you and your family can 
have a role in the film from the comfort of home. 
 

The “Giving Tree” begins Sunday November 29 
  
Help us reach out to others during this season of Advent and Christmas.  There are many families who need 
our love.  There are (2) ways you can participate in the Giving Tree:  
 
• Starting Sunday, November 29, you can come into the Lobby during the day, select       

evenings, and Sunday mornings to take a gift tag off the Giving Tree.  Buy the gift as       
described, wrap the gift with the tag on top, and place it under the Giving Tree.   

 
• Go to www.evangelum.org and click the Giving Tree icon.  This will take you to a              

SignUpGenius page.  Follow the instructions on how you can select the gift(s) you wish to 
purchase.  After purchasing the gift, wrap it with the tag on top, and place it under the      
Giving Tree.   

 
The gift you purchase will be distributed to the child/family in need.  If all tags are taken, you may bring an   
unwrapped toy, scarf, mittens, socks, or gloves to hang on the tree to be donated to the Women’s Shelter or 
Christmas Anonymous.  The Giving Tree is a part of our Christian Education outreach and mission.  Thank 
you for your help.  

SignUpGenius Makes Signing Up Easy 
 

You can now sign up for classes, missions, and volunteer opportunities with just a few clicks of your mouse.  
Simply go to www.evangelum.org,  scroll down to the event of your choice, click the blue SignUpGenius link 
and sign up.  It’s that easy!  You will be sent reminders as your event draws closer. 

Children Invited to Participate in Virtual Christmas Program  
 

Separate from the musical, Christian Education is producing a Virtual Christmas  Program 
for children to be a part of.  More details coming soon on how to participate. COVID 19 will 
not be the Grinch who stole Christmas!  We will celebrate the birth of our Savior in new and    
unforgettable ways like never before. 

http://www.evangelum.org
http://www.evangelum.org
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Evangel Financial Update – Third Quarter 2020 
 

By now a letter announcing the launch of our Stewardship Campaign for 2021 should 
have arrived in your mailbox. With that, we thought some of you might like an update 
on where we are financially in this challenging year. The chart below is updated to   
reflect our giving through the end of the third quarter (September), the last month we 
have numbers for as of this writing. If you still have your   August newsletter, you’ll 
note that this update includes a small correction for the month of June from what was 
reported to you earlier. The good news is that coming out of the summer, with three-
fourths of the year behind us, pledged giving is at 73.7% of projected. Unpledged and 
loose giving (types of giving that are much more dependent upon in-person worship 
services and new people who come to Evangel during the year) are only at 58.1 and 
34.4%, for a combined total of 69.7%.    
     
 

 

 
 
Again, the above report from Finance Secretary Steve Hull, doesn’t include Rents or 
Expenses, both of which remain down. At the end of September, our General Fund 
showed a surplus of just over $16,000. This remains a misleading figure, however, as 
it does not include our PPP loan or the $45,000 that we are in arrears in our appor-
tionments after suspending payment of them in April but which we expect to pay.  
 
Again, we want to express our gratitude for your faithful and continued support. We’ll 
continue to look for ways and places to reduce expenses going forward, even as we 
shift and reallocate staffing responsibilities as we seek new ways to engage in        
ministry during these extraordinary times. 

Month Pledged Giving Unpledged Giving Loose Giving Total Giving 

2020 estimate           $431,358          $136,226               $4,000           $571,584 

January             $37,287              $8,586                  $286             $46,159 

February             $37,123              $6,940                  $164             $44,227 

March             $42,664              $7,165                  $309             $50,138 

April             $33,113              $7,472                      $0             $40,585 

May             $30,463              $9,417                      $0             $39,880 

June             $39,739            $11,375                  $112             $51,226 

July             $29,211              $7,354                  $129             $36,694 

August             $38,744            $10,193                  $214             $49,151 

September             $29,553            $10,584                  $163             $40,300 

Total           $317,897            $79,085               $1,377           $398,359 

% of estimate                73.7%               58.1%               34.4%                69.7% 
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 

 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging the people 
of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/adults become        

active in mission projects.  Community Ministries is committed to changing lives 
across the street and  throughout the Rochester area. 

Community Ministries 
Meetings are on hold until further notice. Until we meet again, be thinking about 
what kinds of outreach projects we could become involved in, or what local    
ministries we can support.  Suggestions or questions can be sent to Jackie Hall, 
Chairperson, at (507) 358-4354, or another member of the committee: Dennis 
Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim Cooper, Phyllis Hammes, Roanna Vine and     
Susan Rader. 
 
Community Ministries has been able to allocate some of its budget to church    
activities and needy local ministries.  In the past we served hot dogs at Evangel’s 
Trunk or Treat event.  Because we weren’t able to do that this year, we helped   
underwrite some of the cost for this year’s drive-thru Trunk or Treat.   We have 
also donated to Family Promise of Rochester, Rochester Family Services and 
Habitat for Humanity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The F.L.O.C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) 
Canceled until further notice. 

Teen Hope Ministries  Holiday Pecans and Satsumas Sale 
 

The online store is open for taking orders for Holiday Pecans and Satsumas.  For  
details visit www.teenhopeministries.org or call the Teen Hope Ministries Office at 
507-288-4567. 
 
What you need to know: 

• Order and pay online or download the order form and send it in with a check. 

• We're taking orders now through November 15th. Pecans and Satsumas should arrive in Rochester the 
week of December 9th. 

• Pick-up details are listed on the website and will be emailed to those who place orders.  

• Very limited extras may be available! 
 
Sincerely, 
Gary Kadansky 
Teen Hope Ministries 
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When you have experienced a loss it may be hard to find resources to help you on your grief journey. At Evangel 
we have the resources for you. 
 
The Library in the Fireside Room has many books you can check out for 

all types of grief.  There is a listing of the books available on the shelf, or 

you can just browse through them and pick one that meets your needs. 

Many of these books have been recommended by members of our 

church who have experienced grief and loss. 

 

Outside the Church Office are a variety of Care Notes for various kinds of 
grief. Help yourself to those you or a   family member needs.  
 

If you would like to schedule a time to meet and talk about how you are 

doing, please call me directly at 507-288-8152 or send an email to 

bjschroeder@charter.net .  May you find peace and hope on your journey.   

 

- Barb Schroeder 

Resources for Grief and Loss at Evangel Church 

In Our Prayers... 

• Wayman, Arlan Walton’s brother, placed in 
hospice at his home.  Prayers of comfort for 
Wayman and his family 

 

• Deloris Nagel suffered a stroke.  Prayers for 
healing and recovery 

 

• James Rath, Norm Scherbenske’s cousin,  
diagnosed with COVID 19 and put on         
respirator.  Prayers for healing and recovery 

 

• Cheryle and Duane Haugen – Cheryle under-
going cancer treatment.  Prayers for ongoing 
strength and recovery 

 

• Ed & Sylvia Fishel – prayers for comfort,    
treatment plan, and healing 

 

• Cathy Swee – treatments for cancer are    
proving successful   

 

• Bob Zerr – prayers for continued healing 
 

• Roman, Jim & Andrea Burnoski’s grandson - 
prayers for health and healing                                        

Surviving the Holidays 
 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 | 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm | Room 224 
 
We have a class available for those who have lost a spouse, parent, friend or someone who you 
have been close to.  This class will provide ideas and suggestions on how to plan for the upcom-
ing holidays. Join us for a video program and discussion. 
 
Sign up by emailing the Church Office at office@evangelum.org or calling 507-289-4817 
 

mailto:bjschroeder@charter.net


Page 9 November 2020 

Youth News 
Russ Bruhnke | rebuhnke@gmail.com | 507-226-1138 

 

Note: No Youth Group on Sunday November 29. 
Thanksgiving Weekend. Be thankful, spend time with your family! 

 
This month is Thanksgiving; the time where we give thanks for all the good things in our 
life. During this month, give God the thanks He deserves. He has blessed each and every 
one of us, even when it doesn’t seem like it.  
 
Select verses from Psalm 95: 
 
“
1
Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock for our 

salvation. 
2
Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with 

music and song.” 
 
“
6
Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our 

Maker;” 
 

Youth Activities  
The pandemic continues to impact the country and Youth Group activities are not immune 
to the effects.  The Rummage Sale is postponed to the spring and as such, we will not 
hold the Youth Café Fundraiser until that time.  It is also possible the Youth Banquet will 
not be held.  Look for more information at a later date.  

 
Senior High Youth Group 
The Senior High Youth continues to meet Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 PM via 
ZOOM.  We will try to meet in-person one Sunday a month in the gym, maintaining social 
distancing.  This will depend on the infection rate. 

 
Mission Trip 
We are all set to go to Lake Traverse, SD in  July 
2021! This is a mixed trip, meaning we will take Junior 
and Senior High. 22 spaces have been reserved and 
many youth have already signed up. Your account 
from this year has been moved into next year’s trip; 
many of you already have money from last year. If 
you would like to go, and this includes incoming 6th 
graders, please contact Russ at the email above. 
Dates are July 11-16,2021 at Lake  Traverse, SD. 
 
As always, I can be reached via email at rebruhnke@gmail.com or at 507-226-1138.  
Looking forward to an incredible year! 
 

mailto:rebuhnke@gmail.com
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Missions 
 

The Mission Team met on October 6 and took action to send a donation to the    
Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota to help offset some of their costs due to 
the pandemic.  Evangel has made youth mission trips there in the past.  
 

Rick Ormsby, retired pastor and District Superintendent of the Methodist Conference, 
gave an overview of the residential high school, food, guest house, literacy, and   
computer skills programs in Sierra Leone, and the work that Pastor Judith Banya has 
been doing to lead this effort.  Depending on Evangel’s financial position, the Mission 
Team will consider making a contribution to this effort at the end of this year or the 
first part of 2021. 
 

Descriptions of projects and letters received from missionaries Evangel supports are 
posted on Evangel’s website.  To read them go to www.evangelum.org > Ministries > 
Missionaries. 
 

We urge you to be in prayer as we continue the COVID 19 pandemic precautions, 
and for our missionary partners as they deal with the pandemic and unrest.  If you 
have any questions or ideas about Missions,  contact any member of our team:  Scott 
Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg, Jo Spencer, Jim Cooper, and Norm 
Meeks.   

http://www.evangelum.org
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

(Starting again April 17) 
Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:30 am - Coffee Time 
(ZOOM) 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service LIVE STREAM 
 

9:55 am - Sunday School 
ONLINE 

 

10:00 am - Jr. & Sr.  High 
Sunday School (ZOOM) 

 

10:30 am - Traditional Service 
LIVE STREAM / IN-PERSON) 
 

 

7:00 pm - Youth Group 
(ZOOM) 

7:30 pm  - Al-anon (223) 
 
1:15pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 
 
7:00 pm - “Parables: The 
Greatest Stories Ever 
Told” (ZOOM) 

8:00 pm - Refresh, Renew, 
Reconnect - For Women 
(ZOOM) 

6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

6:30 pm - “The     Come-
back: It’s Never Too Late 
& You’re Never Too 
Far” (224/ZOOM) 

 

   

1 All Saint’s Day,           

Confirmation Sunday,  
& Daylight Savings Time 

2 3 Election Day 4 5 6 7 

1:30 pm - Kid’s Club: Raking 
Leaves 
 
6:00 pm - Outdoor Movie 
(Evangel) 

 
 
 

All Day - Elections (Gym) 7:00 pm - Inductive Bible 
Study (ZOOM) 

   

8 9 10 11 Veteran’s Day 12 13 14 

  6:30 pm - Christian Education 
(ZOOM) 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - AHG Board    
Meeting (224) 
 
7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (Sanctuary) 

1:00 pm - Quilting & More 
(224) 
 
7:00 pm - Inductive Bible 
Study (ZOOM) 

1:30 pm - Surviving the 
Holidays (224) 
 
6:30 pm - Finance Meeting 
(ZOOM) 

 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 
6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

 7:00 pm - Inductive Bible 
Study (ZOOM) 

   

22 23 24 25 26 27 Black Friday 28 

 
 

 7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (Sanctuary) 

 
 

   

29 Pledge Sunday 30      

1st Sunday of Advent 
 

Giving Tree Begins 
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be  
Christ’s hands and feet in the world. 

            Website: www.evangelum.org Phone Number: 507.289.4817 

 

 

 

Worship Services & Sunday School 
 

8:49 am - Live Stream Contemporary Service 
All Week - Virtual Sunday School Class (by graded 

classroom) www.evangelsundayschool.org 
9:55 am - Live Stream Children’s Church TV Show 

10:30 am - Live Stream and “In-person” Traditional Service  
 

All Are Welcome! 
 


