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The Need to Re-engage! 
 
In my September Pastor’s Column I shared that it appears likely that our lives and 
routines will be disrupted by COVID-19 for several more months. Indeed, just last 
week Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, said that he does not anticipate a return to whatever our “new normal” will 
be until sometime in the latter half of 2021, and that’s based upon the expectation 
that an effective vaccine will be available by sometime early in 2021! While I hope 
he’s wrong, logic would suggest that it will take quite a few months to get enough 
people vaccinated to create “herd immunity” even after a vaccine is approved. 
 
That’s far longer, of course, than many of us imagined back in March when churches 
suspended “in-person” worship and closed their doors to daily traffic. By and large, 
we’ve adapted both quickly and well in shifting our worship services “online” or to 
the parking lot. It’s time, now, to make yet another shift. 
 
I’m personally convinced that our greatest loss in the transition to “online ministry” 
has been the interpersonal relationships that sustain and nurture us. In normal times, 
these occur naturally as we gather to worship, or via our participation in a ministry 
team, committee, or small group. That’s been the hardest thing to replace, and I’m 
deeply concerned that some from our church family may be dealing with issues such 
as loss, grief, heightened anxiety, and even depression largely on their own. That’s 
not acceptable. As I’ve remarked before, we were created for community. Instead, 
we’re becoming disengaged. 
 
With all of that in mind, I’d like to encourage you to participate in one of our     
Connect Groups at Evangel this fall. Even if you’ve never been a part of one before 
– perhaps especially if this is the case – please consider making the time to join one 
this year. We think that these small groups will be key in helping us reengage and 
once again care for one another.  
 
As usual, we’ll be offering groups that reflect the four levels or stages of Evangel’s 
Discipleship Pathway. This year, though, we’re also hoping to offer additional small 
groups that will focus primarily upon listening to and praying for one another, with 
little prep time required of the participants. 
 
There are many things that can draw us to a church, but in the end it’s usually the 
relationships we cultivate that keep us a part of that family. Please join us in a small 
group this fall, as we nurture both our faith and one another.  
 
In Christ, 
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Change Your Clocks 
 

Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 1. Don’t forget to set your clocks 
BACK one hour before going to bed Saturday night (October 31). 

Cut Ups 
 

All Bundles of Love work sites are still closed. We are awaiting guidelines from our Board of Directors as to a 
time/date we are able to reopen safely for our volunteers.  “Make a Difference Day” has been cancelled for   
October.  At this time, Assisi Heights is still closed to outside groups.   
 
Items to be sewn or fabric to be cut can be picked up at 4522 5th Street NW, Rochester. 
Call Sharon at 507-288-0592 to set up a time to pick up or drop off items. Thank you for 
your willingness to keep up our inventory for bundles even in these unusual circum- 
stances. 
  
Don’t sew, knit, or crochet? Are numbers more your thing? There is a volunteer          
opportunity to be part of the Rochester bookkeeping team for Bundles of Love.  Our 
team will consist of 2 volunteers. Knowledge of spreadsheets is helpful. Training will be 
provided. The time commitment for our team would be 8-12 hours per month with reports 
due on the 5th of each month. If you are  interested in helping out in this area or would 
like more information, please contact Sharon at Sharon.landsworth@bundlesoflove.org. 

Housing Assistance Available 
 

Three Rivers Community Action Program was just awarded $2 million to distribute to households seeking       
financial assistance due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Applicants in Goodhue, Olmsted, Rice or Wabasha    
counties who want to apply for the COVID-19 Housing Assistance Program (CHAP) can call Three Rivers at 
507-316-0610 to apply or they can apply online at www.housinghelpmn.org.  If there is someone with a          
language barrier who requires extra help, call the front desk and they will connect them with staff who speak 
Spanish or Somali.  Please be sure to select ‘Three Rivers Community Action’ as the program administrator 
when completing the application.  
 

Make sure to have the following information when applying: 
 

• Verification of current income (paystubs, benefit letter, proof of                 
unemployment) from the prior 30 days for all household members. 

•  The invoice or other verification of balance owed for rent, mortgage        
payment, utility bill, etc. 

 

The CHAP Fund can provide housing assistance payments to help prevent eviction, prevent homelessness, and 
maintain housing stability for eligible renters and homeowners. Additionally, the CHAP fund can assist with    
past-due utility expenses. Assistance can help pay eligible expenses back to March 2020, and funding will be      
available until it’s all been allocated or through December 2020, whichever comes first. 

Happy Birthday 
 

Marge Mehring turned 95 on Thursday, September 24.  Happy    
Birthday Marge! 

http://www.housinghelpmn.org
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday………………………………………………….Sunday School for all ages 
Throughout October…………………………………………..Evangel Connect Groups 
Sunday, October 4……………………………………………“Kids Club” Cleaning Evangel Gardens 
Sunday, October 4…………………………………………….Worldwide Communion Sunday 
Tuesday, October 13………………………………………….Christian Education Team 
Late October……………………………………………………Furniture items accepted for  

                  Christian Education Fundraiser 

Virtual Sunday School and Youth Ministries Underway 
 

Evangel Christian Education continues to adapt during COVID 19.  Pre. K - Grade 12 are now “hitting their 
stride” having begun online classes September 20.  Sunday School teachers (Pre. K – Grade 5) have been 
filming class sessions weekly for parents to access online at home with their children anytime during the 
week.  Online teaching has been set up in a very easy-to-use format, implementing the same system used 
for Mega Kids Camp coach training this past summer.   
 
Junior and Senior High Sunday School (Grades 6 - 12) meets Sunday’s at 10:30 am via ZOOM, and Youth 
Group also meets on ZOOM at 7:00 pm Sunday evenings.  While we are disappointed we cannot meet     
in-person, we are excited for children to virtually interact with their teachers and provide continuity to their 
spiritual growth during this stressful time.   

Email Communications Will Include Family Resources 
 

We know you are receiving many emails from the school system, but we will occasionally offer you very 
helpful spiritual material for you and your families, which includes:  
 

• Virtual Evangel Sunday School for children Pre.K - Grade 5 (as explained above) 

• Supplemental materials from Sunday School Teachers such as word searches and craft projects 

• Weekly links to “Right Here-Right Now” family discipleship class 

• Evangel Sunday School Show will continue at 9:55 am every Sunday, or anytime you have time to   
      watch it during the week 

• Snack, game, and craft ideas based on the Sunday School Show theme for the week 

• “Safe on the Rock” Family Resources and other material updated quarterly 

Kids’ Club - Beautifying Evangel Gardens & Campfire with S’mores 
 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 | 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm | Evangel UMC | For ages Kindergarten – Grade 12 
 

 
This fall, Evangel will offer safe and CDC compliant in-person outdoor 
activities for children.  Our first event will take place on October 4,    
sprucing up the Evangel gardens and lilac bush areas. We’ll pull weeds, 
lay mulch, and spend time with friends.  Please remember to wear 
gloves.  Masks are required.  Afterwards, we’ll  enjoy s’mores, hot     
chocolate, and apple cider around a campfire.  S’mores supplies will be 
provided.  Sign up using Signup Genius or emailing Jim or Clancy. 
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Bible Story Time with Good News Children’s Center 
 

Thursdays | 9:00 am - 10:00 am | Children’s Library (tentative) 

  

Evangel Christian Education is blessed to provide spiritual teaching to the children of the Good News Children’s 
Center every week during the school year. We have been providing this very special program for decades and have 
reached over 1,000 children!  The love of Jesus is shared with these children through storytelling, singing, crafts 
and building special friendships.  For some of these children, this is the only opportunity they will have to hear of 
Jesus’ love for them and how He gave His one and only Son to be their Savior.  We are exploring safe options for 
2020-2021.  If you would like to volunteer for one of the most powerful outreach ministries at Evangel, contact Jim 
or Clancy. 

Evangel Sunday School Show – Sunday Mornings at 9:55 am   
 

COVID 19 has been a challenge, but it has given us the opportunity to be creative!  The 
Sunday School Show has been airing approximately 5 minutes after the conclusion of 
the 8:49 am service, and no later than 9:55 am.  Bible teaching, science experiments, 
videos, storytelling, crafts, games and snack ideas are all included.  
 

This year we are offering an entire series entitled, “Major Stories of the Bible” covering 
over 35 of the most exciting and impactful stories in all of scripture.  This will take us 
through the end of May.  Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven will teach with Tim Morgan 
and Ezra Craven on production.  We hope all children and adults will tune in for the 
show! 

Rummage Sale Postponed, But the Fall Furniture Fundraiser is a Go!  
 

Sadly, we will not be able to host our traditional Rummage Sale the last weekend of     
October 2020.  We are tentatively rescheduling it for Spring of 2021. Please, if at all pos-
sible, hold onto your donations for us. The Rummage Sale has become a critical funding 
option for our Christian Education Department, helping us to host Mega Kids Camp, 
Community Mental Health Forums, Kids Club, and many other ministries and equipment 
needs.  
 

Though we will not have our Rummage Sale, we will still have a Fall Furniture Fundraiser 
either the last week of  October or the first week of November. We’ve had great success 
selling furniture through Craigslist.  If you have furniture you’d like to donate, please 
watch for a date announcing the fundraiser.  We can arrange a moving truck to pick up 
your furniture items.  Thank you in advance!  

Trunk or Treat, Christmas Nativity, and More Community Outreach Drive-thru 

Events Being Considered  
 
 

Evangel has become well known in our community for providing meaningful outreach events for 
families.  These include Mega Kids Camp, Trunk or Treat, the Rummage Sale, Easter Egg Hunt and 
Mental Health Forums. Thousands from our city and the surrounding area have participated in     
multiple events.  Evangel hospitality has been on full display. Truly, Kingdom building has taken 
place. 

 
 

COVID 19 has disrupted and dictated much of what we can do.  We need to 
become more creative on how to proceed with Outreach ministries.  Evangel 
Christian Education is exploring the possibility of two drive-thru events: 
“Trunk or Treat” in late October and Nativity entitled “One Starry Night” in   
early to mid-December.  We believe the impact of these potential events will 
be a powerful experience for  people affected by the negative emotions and 
spiritual turmoil brought on by the pandemic. We want to be a light of hope in 
the darkness. 
 
Please pray for the Holy Spirit’s wisdom as Christian Education considers 
these outreach events.  First of all, we need to be safe. Secondly, we need to 
persevere with the Gospel message. As difficult as it is, COVID 19 is provid-
ing a field ripe for the harvest.  This may be a moment we may not see again 
in our lifetimes.  Let’s make the best out of a worst case scenario, and give 
the people what matters most: JESUS.  More updates coming soon!  
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Evangel Connect Groups Coming Soon 
 

Evangel Christian Education and staff are currently working on 
Connect Group opportunities for the fall. Isolation and being   
separated is not how the church of Jesus Christ is designed to 
function.  Connect Groups are important now more than ever! 
They help us to pray, care, and journey on the pathway of       
discipleship     together.   We can stay connected in-person by 
following safety procedures and CDC guidelines, or online 
through ZOOM or other digital capabilities.  If you have an idea 
for a class, or would like to lead/host a class, contact Jim Klepper 
or Clancy Craven.  

2020 - 2021 Evangel Sunday School Staff  
 

Evangel Christian Education is blessed to present an incredible teaching team to bring Sunday School virtually 
this year.  Keep this roster and pray for our teachers all year.  Thank you!   

 

Class Teacher Teacher Teacher Teacher 

Nursery 3 & Pre K Jamie McCright    

Kindergarten & Grade 1 Linda Gregg Leon Gregg    

Grades 2 & 3 Holly Evans Kate Aakre Mark Clark Jill Kroening 

Grades 4 & 5 Leslie Clark David Linden Wendy & Jerry 
Norman 

 

10:30 am 
Grades 6, 7 & 8 

Russ Bruhnke Jayne Lundquist Julie Linden   

10:30 am 
Grades 9, 10, 11 & 12 

Mike Craven Amanda 
Ellenbaum 

 Amy Johnson Jan Bruhnke 

Faith & Fellowship Rotating    
Teachers 

      

SUNDAY  
SCHOOL 
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 

 

Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging the people 
of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/adults become        

active in mission projects.  Community Ministries is committed to changing lives 
across the street and  throughout the Rochester area. 

Community Ministries 
Meetings are on hold until further notice. Until we meet again, be thinking about 
what kinds of outreach projects we could become involved in, or what local    
ministries we can support.  Suggestions or questions can be sent to Jackie Hall, 
Chairperson, at (507) 358-4354, or another member of the committee: Dennis 
Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim Cooper, Phyllis Hammes, Roanna Vine and     
Susan Rader. 
 
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) 
Canceled until further notice. 

Grief Support - Losing Someone Close 
 

You are never prepared for the death of a loved one, even when that death comes 
after a long and serious illness. When the loss is sudden and unexpected, the shock 
can be overwhelming. No matter the circumstances of loss, there is always sadness, 
heartache, and emptiness.  
 
As you struggle to go on with life after your loved one has died, you face painful 
questions: How can you handle your grief? How can you find peace and joy and 
meaning in life?  How can you learn to trust life and love again? 
 
Suggestions that may help you cope with your loss of a 
loved one: 
 
• Accept your feelings 
• Let people know what you need 
• Treasure your relationships 
• Draw on your faith for healing 
• Be patient with yourself  

 
Contact Barb Schreoder at 507-288-8152 | bjschroeder@charter.net if you’d like to 
check out or receive grief support materials.  
 
“May God bring healing to you on your Grief Journey.”  - Barb Schroeder 

mailto:bjschroeder@charter.net
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In Our Prayers... 
 

 

• Wayman, Arlan Walton’s brother, is hospitalized with 
fluid in his lungs.  Prayers for recovery and healing 

 
• Cheryle and Duane Haugen – Cheryle undergoing 

cancer treatment.  Prayers for ongoing strength and 
recovery 

 
• Ed & Sylvia Fishel – prayers for comfort, treatment 

plan, and healing 
•  
• Paul Panser, Delores Robertson’s son-in-law, hospi-

talized following a stroke 
 
• Cathy Swee – treatments for cancer are proving     

successful.  She’d like to thank everyone for the 
thoughts and prayers for continued healing 

 
• Bob Zerr – prayers for continued healing 
 
• Roman, Jim & Andrea Burnoski’s grandson - prayers 

for health and healing                                                                                                                                                                        

In Memory of Those We’ve Lost... 

Bill Beck 
November 30, 1930 -  
September 10, 2020 
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Youth News 
Russ Bruhnke | rebuhnke@gmail.com | 507-226-1138 

 

By now, school is in full swing, and you have finally settled into 
that routine. That routine is quite different than in past years with 
school being online again. Most of you are very busy with 
schoolwork, sports and other activities. But God wants you to 
make time for Him. Remember, He wants a relationship with 
each and every one of us.  Make time to converse with Him.  
Read your Bible - it will be time well spent!  
 

Youth Activities  
The pandemic continues to impact the country and Youth Group activities are 
not  immune to the effects.  The Rummage Sale is postponed until spring, and 
as such, we will not hold the Youth Café fundraiser until that time.  It is very 
possible that the Youth Banquet will not be held, either.  We will not be holding 
our normal lock-ins this October and December.  
 
Senior High Youth Group 
The Senior High Youth continues to meet Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 
PM via ZOOM.  We will try to meet in-person one Sunday a month in the gym, 
maintaining social distancing.  This will depend on the infection rate. Our next 
in-person meeting is scheduled for October 25 at 7pm in the gym.  
 
Mission Trip 
We are all set to go to Lake Traverse, SD in  
July 2021! This is a mixed trip, meaning we will 
take Junior and Senior High. 22 spaces have 
been reserved and many youth have already 
signed up. Your account from this year has 
been moved into next year’s trip; many of you 
already have money from last year. If you would 
like to go, and this includes incoming 6th    
graders, please contact Russ at the email 
above. Dates are July 11-16,2021 at Lake  Traverse, SD. 
 
As always, I can be reached via email at rebruhnke@gmail.com or at           
507-226-1138. Looking forward to an incredible year! 
 
 

mailto:rebuhnke@gmail.com
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Missions 
 

The Mission Team met on September 1 and took action to continue financial 
support for the KHK project in Cambodia.  The mission of the KHK project is to 
improve the lives of impoverished rural Cambodian children through education, 
and providing food, clean water, school supplies, and   After School programs.  
The project also includes the development of self-sufficiency oriented agricultural 
programs.  Our financial support will help sustain the economic sufficiency of a 
central Cambodian rural chicken project.   
 

Descriptions of projects and letters from missionaries Evangel supports are posted on 
the Evangel website.  To read them go to www.evangelum.org > Ministries >         
Missionaries.  Requests for COVID 19 relief supplies are still being received.  If you 
would like to financially support the Midwest Distribution Center, you may do so by 
texting MMDC to 41444 or by going to www.midwestmission.org/donate.  
  
Continue to be in prayer as we adjust to the COVID 19 precautions, and for our missionary       
partners as they deal with the pandemic and social unrest. If you have questions or ideas          
regarding Missions, contact any member of our team: Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan,     
Linda Gregg, Jo Spencer, Jim Cooper and Norm Meeks. 

UMCOR Disaster Response and Recovery 
 

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) responds to needs and disasters around the 
world.  There have been several recent natural disasters in the United States, ranging from devas-
tating tornados in Iowa, hurricanes in the Gulf Coast Area, and wildfires in California.  If you’d like to 
give through the church to help UMCOR, please designate your gift to Advance #901670.  This is 
the UMCOR US Disaster Response and Recovery Advance Special.  100% of gifts given to   
Advance causes will go to that need. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  

Every Sunday 
(Starting again April 17) 

Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:30 am - Coffee Time 
(ZOOM) 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service LIVE STREAM 
 

9:55 am - Sunday School 
ONLINE 

 

10:30 am - Traditional 
Service LIVE STREAM / 
“DRIVE-IN” (North Parking 
Lot) 
 

10:30 am - Jr. & Sr.  High 
Sunday School (ZOOM) 
 

7:00 pm - Youth Group 
(ZOOM) 

7:30 pm  - Al-anon (223) 
 
1:15pm - Sewing Circle 
(224) 

 6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 

9:00 am - Bible Story 
Time (Children’s  
Library—Tentative) 

 

   

    1 2 3 

  
 
 

    9:00 am - Southern 
Gospel Practice 
(Sanctuary) 

4 Worldwide Communion 5 6 7 8 9 10 
1:00 pm - Kids’ Club 
(Evangel) 

 6:30 pm - American Heritage 
Girls (223, 224, Lobby, 
Dinette) 
 
6:30 pm - Missions (221) 

 6:30 pm - Finance 
Committee (ZOOM) 

 

 

11 12 Columbus Day 13 14 15 16 17 

 
 6:30 pm - Christian Education 

(224) 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 
 
7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (Lobby) 

    

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 
 

6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

6:30 pm - American Heritage 
Girls (223, 224, Lobby, 
Dinette) 

 
 

9:30 am - Older Folders 
(224) 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

7:00 pm - Youth Group 
(Gym) 
 

 7:00 pm - Whole Hogs Jam 
Session (Lobby) 
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Worship Services & Sunday School 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary Service (Live Stream) 
9:55 am - The Evangel Sunday School Show (Online)  
10:30 am - Traditional Service (Drive-in/Live Stream) 

10: 30 am - Junior & Senior High Sunday School (ZOOM) 


