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Catching up on what’s happening in United Methodism  
 

In our July newsletter I referenced the extraordinary changes our culture has experienced in 
just the past five months, driven mostly, though not entirely, by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
While I wrote briefly about the adjustments that the larger Church has had to make due to 
the coronavirus, this month I want to talk about its unique impact on United Methodism.  
 
It would probably be safe to say that most of that impact can be traced back to the post-
ponement of General Conference, originally scheduled to run from May 5 – 15th in         
Minneapolis. Having to reschedule this quadrennial meeting, where our budgets are set and 
major decisions are made, has had a noticeable trickle-down effect.   
 
For one, the potential vote on The Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through          
Separation, a plan that would potentially break up our denomination, has been delayed until 
August or September of 2021 at the earliest. With time, and a pandemic to unite us, it’s pos-
sible this plan will lose some of its support. 
 
The postponement of General Conference has also led to postponement of the regional   
Jurisdictional Conferences that typically follow General Conference by a couple of months, 
and where Bishops are elected. Because General Conference sets the budget and the     
number of Bishops a jurisdiction should have, Jurisdictional Conferences have no way of 
knowing how many Bishops they need to elect. For instance, here in the North Central    
Jurisdiction, we have two Bishops retiring, our own Bishop Bruce Ough, and Bishop Sally 
Dyck, who began her episcopal career here sixteen years ago. But we’ve also been warned 
that our total jurisdictional membership numbers have dropped below the threshold that 
would call for as many Bishops as we currently support, and that we could “lose” a Bishop 
entering the next quadrennium. We won’t know until after the next General Conference 
whether we need to elect two, one, or even zero Bishops! 
 
And that has temporarily delayed the retirements of Bishops Ough and Dyck. Both will 
now remain in place through December 31 of this year, after which Bishop Ough will step 
down and take a new position as Executive Secretary of the Council of Bishops, while 
Bishop Dyck will become the Council’s new Ecumenical Officer at that same time.    
 
Beginning January 1, retired Bishop John Hopkins will step in as the interim Bishop of the 
Northern Illinois Conference; active Bishop Laurie Haller (Iowa Conference) will also   
temporarily cover the Dakotas; and Bishop David Bard (Michigan Conference) will serve 
as interim over Minnesota. Bishop Bard was previously an Elder in the Minnesota Confer-
ence, where he was also a District Superintendent. Though he won’t be residing here, he 
does know our Conference fairly well. All three Bishops will remain in their interim        
positions until Jurisdictional Conferences can be held (hopefully) sometime in the fall of 
2021. 
 
With the uncertainties that the COVID-19 pandemic have brought upon us, it’s entirely   
possible that all of these dates could change again. In the meantime, may we continue to 
seek God’s leading for us a people together. 
 

In Christ, 
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Evangel Financial Update – June 2020 
 

This year, the Finance Committee and Church Council had no sooner finalized our 2020 budget (which was 
lower in most ministry areas than the budget we included in our Charge Conference Reports), when the  
COVID-19 pandemic hit, forcing us to suspend our in-person worship and throwing all of our budgeting into 
question.  
 

In 2019 we had approved a budget that, based upon pledges, left us with a $40,000 deficit. As we shared 
earlier this year, we actually finished 2019 with a $20,000 surplus, a $60,000 swing overall. With additional 
requests from the Trustees for some urgent repairs, and slight increases from a few other committees, our 
2020 budget had a potential $60,000 deficit built in, based again largely upon the results of our pledge     
campaign. Church Council felt “comfortable” with this figure knowing that while pledges have been dropping 
slightly, overall giving has not. In other words, we expected the new growth we were seeing, and unpledged 
giving, to largely make up that deficit. 
 

Knowing that the pandemic was leading to business closings, wage rollbacks and even permanent job     
losses, our immediate response was to go back to our various committees, asking them to either delay or 
reduce spending where possible. We also applied for, and eventually received, a Payroll Protection Plan 
(PPP) loan, which can be turned either partially or fully into a grant if we meet certain conditions. 
 

The good news, then, is that at the mid-point of the year our pledged giving is at 51.1% of our budget,       
actually slightly ahead of where we need to be. On the other hand our unpledged giving and loose giving – 
the giving we tend to receive from new families – is down quite markedly. Our most recent Generosity       
Report, from Finance Secretary Steve Hull, is below.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve’s report doesn’t include Rents or Expenses, both of which are also down; rents because our 
building has been closed to most outside groups; expenses because most in-person programming 
has been suspended and therefore overall Staff hours have been reduced. Indeed, our Treasurer’s 
Report from the end of June shows us with a budget surplus of around $1,221, but this is also     
misleading because we temporarily suspended the payment of our apportionments, beginning in 
April. Fulfilling these obligations, which we intend to do, would have left us around $23,000 in the 
red. 
 

All of which is to express our gratitude for your faithful and continued support. We’ll continue to look 
for ways and places to reduce expenses going forward, even as we shift and reallocate Staffing   
responsibilities as we seek new ways to engage in ministry during these extraordinary times. 

Month Pledged 

Giving 

Unpledged 
Giving 

Loose Giving Total Giving 

2020 estimate $431,358 $136,226 $4,000 $571,584 

January $37,287 $8,586 $286 $46,159 

February $37,123 $6,940 $164 $44,227 

March $42,664 $7,165 $309 $50,138 

April $33,113 $7,472 $0 $40,585 

May $30,463 $9,417 $0 $39,880 

June $39,739 $12,224 $112 $52,075 

Total $220,389 $51,804 $871 $273,064 

% of estimate 51.1% 38.0% 21.8% 47.8% 
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday……………………………………………...Evangel Sunday School TV at 9:55 am (or  
                  anytime during the week) 

July 25 - August 24………………………………………...Mega Kids Camp remains online  
Monday, August 3 ………………………………………...Christian Education Meeting (ZOOM) 
August 1 - 16……………………………………………….Sunday School Teacher Recruitment 
Late August………………………………………………...Sunday School Teacher Orientation 
September 1………………………………………………..Christian Education Meeting (ZOOM) 
September 13……………………………………………….Kick-Off Sunday 

Sunday School Registration Now Open – Online or In-Person  
 

Despite the worldwide health crisis, Evangel Christian Education will offer Sunday School to    
children and youth in 2020-2021.  We are developing plans for both online and in-person settings 
depending on the status of COVID 19.  We will choose the safest method to deliver Sunday 
School to our families. 
 

If you are new to Evangel Sunday School, call the church office at 507-289-4817 to register your 
child or email Jim Klepper (jklepper@evangelum.org) or Clancy Craven 
(ccraven@evangelum.org).  If you have been in Sunday School before, you do not need to      
register again.  We look forward to serving all of you this year!  

Evangel “Kick-off” Sunday Set for September 13, 2020 
 

It is important to look ahead to when we can gather again. “Kickoff Sunday,” the day we launch 
Sunday School, Youth activities, and music ministries for the new year, is set for Sunday,       
September 13, though we don’t know what it will look like yet. It may be virtual, or it may be      
outdoors.  Either way, SAFETY is our number one concern.  
 

Please know Evangel Christian Education is “planning now” for your return.  Take hope; we will 
never give up passing on the faith form one generation to the next. 

Evangel Sunday School TV – Sunday’s at 9:55 am | Exploring How to Build      

Community 
 

COVID 19 has been challenging, but we will always 
find ways to connect with our kids and share the    
Gospel!  Bible teaching, science experiments, videos, 
storytelling crafts, games and snack ideas are all     
included. 
 
Because of the turmoil that has engulfed our world, we 
are offering an entire series this summer entitled, 
“Communities Live Together”.  This will focus on how 
God’s people need to live out the call from Jesus to love our neighbors and be good to them.  
Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven will host, with Tim Morgan and Ezra Craven on production. We 
hope all children and adults will tune in. 

mailto:jklepper@evangelum.org
mailto:ccraven@evangelum.org
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Evangel Sunday School Teacher Recruitment is Coming for 2020-2021 Year  
 

Evangel is blessed to have a legendary heritage in Christian Education. Spanning over a half century, we 
have made a commitment to pass on the faith to new generations. Thousands of people have come to 
know Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord! 
 

One of the primary ministries of Evangel’s Christian Education is our Sunday School Department, provid-
ing a relationally based approach to sharing the Gospel in life transforming ways. 
 

Soon, we will be recruiting our teaching staff for the 2020 – 2021 year.  The Christian Education Team is 
currently considering a virtual, in-person, or hybrid option for the 2020-2021 school year (see “Evangel 
Sunday School Options” article).  Access to a computer for possible ZOOM classes may be helpful but not 
required.  
 

We’re looking to retain many of our teachers from past years but to also bring in new teachers as well. The 
mixture of experi-ence and new ideas is vital to the excellence of our Sunday School Department.      
Christian Education will provide: 
 

• Team teaching environment in every classroom featuring 3 to 6 teachers per room. You are never 
alone and it is easy to have time off when needed. 

• Professional curriculum that is easy to use and follow. Everything is provided for you and you do not 
need to write lessons. Just follow the guidelines in the material and share parts of the lessons with your 
teachers. 

• Training and support is provided by Evangel Christian Education Staff Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven. 
• Excellent classroom space that is clean, safe, spacious, and bright. A fun atmosphere is always      

provided. 
• Our best to supply online equipment if needed for virtual classroom teaching. 
• Supplies for the classroom: scissors, paper, anything your heart desires! 

Are you interested in joining our team or would like more information?  Fill out the form below and mail to: 
 

Evangel United Methodist Church 
2645 North Broadway 
Rochester, MN 55906 

 
Do you have questions?  Contact Jim Klepper at jklepper@evangelum.org or Clancy Craven at                   
ccraven@evangelum.org.   
 
At this time in history, we need teachers to be there for our kids more than ever!  Consider     
teaching this year in Evangel Sunday School. 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

Evangel Sunday School Teacher Registration  2020 - 2021 
 
___  Yes, I would like to join Evangel’s Teaching Team for the 2020 - 2021 Sunday School year. 
 
 ___ Yes, please contact me with more information. 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #:_______________________________________________________________  
 
E-mail:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
“First a child learns to love their teacher, then they learn to love their teacher’s God.” 

mailto:jklepper@evangelum.org
mailto:ccraven@evangelum.org
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Evangel Sunday School Options for 2020-2021 
 

COVID 19 continues to dictate many aspects of our lives, but Evangel Christian Education will remain steadfast 
in our commitment to pass along the Christian faith from one generation to another.  The Christin Education 
Team is currently considering a virtual, in-person, or hybrid option for the 2020-2021 year.  Whatever we decide, 
we will follow CDC and government recommendations.  Safety is our number one priority!  
 
If COVID 19 continues to pose safety concerns: 
• Sunday School TV online every week 
• Sunday School TV show and ZOOM classes by grade with Evangel Sunday 

School teachers 
• Possible “in-person” small group gatherings taking place outdoors in backyards 

and/or at Evangel.  Social distancing and masks will be practiced at all times 
 

If COVID 19 is eliminated with vaccine: 
• Return to our classroom setting in person at Evangel 

 
One way or another, Sunday School will take place in a safe environment.  Please let us know if you have     
additional options you’d like us to consider.  Innovation is the key to bringing the Gospel to our children and 
community. Help us reimagine Evangel Sunday School! 

Virtual MEGA Kids Camp was July 20-24, 2020 - One for the History Books!  
 

We are in the midst of our Mega Kids Camp for 2020.  Despite COVID 19, Evangel Christian Education        
remained steadfast to share the Gospel with children in SE Minnesota and took Mega Kids Camp to a virtual 
setting this year.  
 

Here are some highlights of the changes we made to bring Mega Kids Camp to our community in the midst of a 
pandemic: 
 

• Took Mega Kids Camp to a Virtual setting 
 

• Created our own website to operate Mega Kids Camp 
 

• Networked with the best coaches in Rochester to create video training for all 7 tracks: Hairstyling and  
Flower Power, Horse Training, Creative Arts, Soccer, Volleyball, Basketball, Pre Kindergarten, and Basket-
ball.  Each coach filmed 10 sessions of training from 8-20 minutes in length 
 

• Filmed 15 camp rallies (12 – 25 minutes each) in the Evangel Sanctuary.  These rallies taught the Gospel 
through video, music, skits, and of course our mascot “Mega”! 

 

• Included “track kits” for every child.  These included camp T-shirts, wristbands, salvation cubes, theme 
keepers, flash pages, and many other items specific to the track the child selected.  

 

• Provided a safe and touchless distribution system for families to pick up camp material prior to camp.  
“Mega” the Mascot and “Slider” form the Rochester Honkers were here to wave at the kids as they drove 
by.  

 

• Children could participate in as many tracks as they wished.  Mega Kids Camp will remain online for 1 
month after the initial week of ministry.  

 

This is just a sample of what the Christian Education Department did to make the very best out of a very     
challenging time in our nation’s history. We did our best to stay faithful and persevere for the sake of the      
children.  We turn it over to God to complete the work!  

 
130 children registered for Mega Kids Camp this year, not including the parents and siblings also watching the 
content.  Ministry does not stop in a pandemic; we innovate and reimagine!  We thank God for walking with us 
as a ministry team to make Mega Kids Camp 2020 a transforming moment in children’s lives. 
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Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging the people of     
Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/adults become active in mission 

projects.  Community Ministries is committed to changing lives across the street and    
throughout the Rochester area. 

The Cut Ups 
 
 

Thank you for the hours of fabric cutting 
you’ve contributed, and the continued 
support for Bundles of Love.  For more 
information about Bundles of Love, visit                      
bundlesoflove.org.  For information    
specific to the Cut-Ups, contact: 
 
Brenda Gaskell  
humbird5@charter.net | 507-281-5647 

Community Ministries - Meetings are on hold until further notice. Please be thinking of         
outreach projects we might become involved in when we are able to gather together again.      
Suggestions or questions can be sent to Chairperson, Jackie Hall at (507) 358-4354 or members 
of the Community Ministries Committee: Dennis Butterbaugh, Gayle Holter, Jim Cooper, Phyllis 
Hammes, Roanna Vine and Susan Rader. 
 
F.L.O.C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) - Gatherings have been canceled until    
further notice. 

In Our Prayers... 
 

• Lisa Stiving – underwent open heart surgery on 7/27.  Prayers for successful procedure and              
      recovery. 

• Cynda Tischer’s brother-in-law, Bob, received second stent on 7/15.  Prayers for successful          
      procedure. 

• Phyllis Hammes – shoulder joint replacement on 7/17.  Prayers for successful surgery and 
      recovery 

• Cathy Swee – treatments for cancer are proving successful.  Prayers for continued healing. 

• Lane Hermanson’s mother, Carol – prayers for healing and recovery from stroke. 

• Duane Haugen – Prayers for healing and recovery from surgery  

• Bob Zerr – prayers for continued healing 

• Roman, Jim & Andrea Burnoski’s grandson - prayers for health and healing   
 

http://bundlesoflove.org/
mailto:humbird5@charter.net
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RIOT News 

Russ Bruhnke: rebruhnke@gmail.com or (507) 226 - 1138 

Summer Events 
 

The End of the Year Party at Valley Fair will not be held this year. We will 
have a celebration this month for Junior and Senior High. This will be at 
my house with a bonfire. Look for the email. 
 
 

Mission Trip Information 
 

The Mission trip has been cancelled for this summer. However, we are all set to go to 
Lake Traverse, SD in July 2021!  This is a mixed trip, meaning we will take Junior and 
Senior High, as was originally planned for this year.  25 spaces have been reserved and 
many youth have already signed up.  Your account from this year has been moved into 
next year’s trip, so many of you already have money from last year. If you would like to 
go, contact Russ at the email above.  
 
Incoming 6

th
 graders: This mission trip includes you! Please let Russ know if you would 

like to go. 
 
Here is a list of youth who are participating: 
 

Cooper Hull 
Emma Lundquist 

Hailey Long 
Garret Hermanson 
Michael McCright 

Ciara Albrecht 
Nick Bruhnke 
Leia Spencer 

Evie Ellenbaum 
Payton Evans 
Ella Hanson 
Ruth Walters 
Nick Oldham 
Gwen Elgin 
Josh Elgin 

Elizabeth Langemo 
Lily Linden 

Andrew Linden 
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Mission Team Activities 
 

The Mission Team is continuing to stay in touch with each other and our missionary partners. The letters we 
receive from them are now being posted on the Evangel web site at www.evangelum.org > Ministries >  
Missionaries.  The missionaries we support (while still restricted) are still finding ways to engage and        
interact with the community of the nation they are serving.  In areas of unrest, several of our missionaries 
are reaching out to help achieve cleanup and stability. 
 

A big thank you all of those who contributed items for the Personal Dignity Kits, which were sent to the    
Midwest Distribution Center in Pawnee, Illinois.  
 

We urge you to continue praying as we adjust to the COVID19 precautions, and for our missionary         
partners as they deal with the pandemic and unrest.  If you have any questions or ideas about Missions, 
contact any member of our Team: Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, Linda Gregg, Jo Spenser, Jim 
Cooper and Norm Meeks.   

Minnesota Annual Conference Love Offering 
 

The Minnesota Conference will have a “one day” virtual session on Saturday, 
August 29, from 9:30 -11:30 am and 1:30 - 3:30 pm CST. The Clergy Session 
will be held the day before, on August 28. You can watch the sessions as they 
will be live-streamed on the Conference’s Facebook page. 
 

Each year, churches in the Minnesota Annual Conference take a “Love         
Offering” for missions in conjunction with the Annual Conference Session. 
 

The theme of the 2020 Annual Conference session is “Be the Light—Live 
Hope!” The Love Offering provides the opportunity to be light and hope for 
those crying out for love, compassion, justice, and grace in their lives. 
 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough invites congregations to begin praying about and preparing to participate in the 
Love Offering as a miraculous expression of the abundant life we have in Christ Jesus, even in the midst 
of the coronavirus    pandemic and social upheaval. 
 

The funds from this year’s offering will to go to four projects: Simpson Housing Services (40 percent),  
Emma Norton Services (40 percent), Joyce Uptown Foodshelf (10 percent), and the Committee on Native 
American Ministry Diaper Drive (10 percent). 
 

If you’d like give a special gift to this annual offering, please earmark your gift to “Love Offering.” If you’d 
like to know more about any of these projects visit: www.minnesotaumc.org/loveoffering. 

http://www.evangelum.org
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/loveoffering
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday 

(Starting again April 17) 
Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:30 am - Coffee Time 
(ZOOM) 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 
Service LIVE STREAM 
 

9:55 am - Sunday School 
ONLINE 

 

10:30 am - Traditional 
Service LIVE STREAM / 
“DRIVE-IN” (North Parking 
Lot) 

  6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 

 
 

 

   

      1 

  
 
 

 
 
 

   8:00 am - Census   
Training (224) 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 
 

8:00 am - Census   
Training (224) 
 
6:30 pm - Christian 
Education (ZOOM) 

  6:30 pm - Finance 
Committee (ZOOM) 

8:00 am - Census   
Training (224)  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

  ALL DAY - Local & State 
Primary Elections (Multi-
purpose Room) 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees (ZOOM) 

 6:30 pm - Finance 
Committee (ZOOM) 

  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:30 pm - Church Council 
(ZOOM) 

  
 

   

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

      Virtual  MN Annual 
Conference 
9:30 - 11:30 am 
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

30 31      
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Online/Drive-In Worship Times 
 

8:49 am - Contemporary 

9:55 am - Sunday School TV 

10:30 am - Traditional / Drive-In (North Parking Lot) 


