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This is my April’s Pastor’s Column, and I should really be writing about our upcoming  
Easter celebrations. This year, however, has been unlike any other in my lifetime. A new 
Corona Virus, called COVID-19, continues to sweep around the world. Schools, restaurants, 
bars, and many other businesses have closed their doors. Many of you are working from 
home. Others have been laid off. And even as I “pen” this column I am fully expecting to 
hear, at any moment, that the government (State or Federal) has issued an order for us to 
stay at home and “quarantine in place.”     
 
Staff has been working overtime to shift the bulk of our ministry online. We’ve offered Live 
Stream only worship services the last two weeks, and our viewing numbers are growing    
exponentially. We’re so blessed that our Technology Committee pushed us to upgrade the 
cameras and video systems in the sanctuary a few years ago! Last Sunday Christian Ed. 
streamed an abbreviated Children’s Church for our families, and that went so well that we’re 
thinking about getting a red cardigan sweater and tennis shoes for Jim ;-) This week we’ll 
continue to work on expanding our digital offerings. 
 
We’ve put a network of volunteers in place to check in on folks, and we’ve begun sending 
out printed copies of our sermons to a limited number of individuals whom we believe do 
not have email or the opportunity to follow our services. We’ve added technology such as 
Zoom to allow our Committees to meet remotely. 
 
We’ve seen several changes in our building as well. The Good News Nursery School has 
taken on additional children, expanding their use of the lower level. Rochester Public 
Schools are using our parking lot as a distribution site for their food program. You’ll find a 
bus here now from 10:30 am – 12:30 pm, Monday through Friday, as the schools continue to 
ensure that our city’s children have enough to eat. 
 
We’re encouraging Staff to work from home where possible, and to cut back on their hours 
when programs they’re involved with have been canceled. We’re asking our Janitors to pay 
particular attention to door knobs, door handles, and hard surfaces where the virus might 
live for up to three days. That said, we are asking folks to stay away from the building     
unless they really need to be here.   
 
Finally, Staff has put plans in place to continue streaming services even if we are ordered to 
Quarantine in place. They’ll be pre-recorded, and look different because segments will have 
been recorded from different locations, but we WILL be inviting you to join us in worship! 
 
Please know that you are always in our thoughts and prayers. If you need something, call or 
email us. In the meantime, let us hold’s Paul’s words, written to the Church in Corinth, in 
our hearts. “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compas-
sion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.”   
 
In Christ, 

 



United Methodist Women 

The Cut-Ups 
 

Eve Circle   CANCELLED 
 

Mom’s Circle  Details in Sunday’s Bulletins.  Take a break and join us for  
   coffee, snacks and laughter!  Contact Jen Hull at (507) 285 - 4838 
   with questions.  Childcare is provided. 
 

Sewing Circle   CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 
Lydia Circle  CANCELLED  
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The Cut-Ups will not meet as a group until further notice due to COVID 19 concerns.  Assisi 
Heights is closed to the public.  In the meantime, please visit bundlesoflove.org for patterns 
and instructions if you have supplies and would like to cut, sew, knit, or crochet items at home. 

Care Note - Using Good Memories to Help Heal Your Grief by Linus Munday 
 

I found this Care Note helpful for those who may be surrounded by memories of the loved one they lost.  A 
picture here, a letter on the table - special memories surround us.  Some may want to remove the memories 
as they are too painful. How can we use memories to help ourselves heal?  Remembering a loved one who 
has died can evoke deep feelings within all of us.  This can happen even years later. Drawing strength and 
comfort from our memoires can help us to bear the pain of loss.  Here are a few guidelines to help you heal 
by “Remembering to Remember” all that is good and enduring: 
 
• Give yourself the best gifts of yesterday. Remember special times 

and events through pictures, cards and conversations.  If you have 
children, ask them what is one of their best memories of their loved 
one.  Help them find their way by helping them with this conversation. 

 

• Give thanks. Wherever a beautiful soul has been, there is left behind 
for us a trail of beautiful memories.  For some it may be hard to be 
thankful and sad at the same time. Try incorporating some of your 
loved ones cherished belongings or keepsakes and include them in 
your memories and discussion. “That was one of my mom favorite 
plates”.  See how you can use this at a special mealtime. 

 

• Choose to hold on to certain feelings and let others go. Even beautiful roses have thorns. Often, we 
need to help ourselves sort through painful memories.  As time passes following a death, there will be sad 
memories and recollections, perhaps even traumatic ones. Letting go of the hurt and guilt is a must.  
While it may require much time and even professional help to achieve, we can learn how to let these    
feelings emerge, and then let them go. 

 

• Reinvest in the future and in your NOW.  It is especially important to focus on the positive things in our 
past and in our lives.  If we find ourselves in a negative spiral, do something positive for yourself by     
helping someone else. Visit someone who could use company and is lonely. Call someone who you   
haven’t talked to and arrange to go out to eat or coffee. There can be great healing power in such small 
gestures. No matter how difficult the past may be, we need to be future oriented. Looking forward and 
moving forward is a proven path to healing.  

 

• Memories help us weave together the past, present and our future. This can happen with efforts and 
support from others.  Let your family and friends know how you would like them to pray for you.  

http://bundlesoflove.org/
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Christian Education Calendar 

Evangel Christian Education  

Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org 
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org 

Phone: (507) 289-4817 

Every Sunday…………………….Evangel LIVE STREAM Worship at 8:49 am and 10:30 am 
Every Sunday…………………….Evangel LIVE STREAM Sunday School at 9:55 am 
Every Thursday…………………..Bible Story Time 
Every Week………………………Digital Sunday School Lessons  
June 20…………………………...Evangel Day at Target Field: Minnesota Twins vs. N.Y. Yankees 
July 20-23………………………...Mega Kids Camp “Heart of a Champion”  

LIVE STREAM Sunday School 
 

The Corona Virus may be disrupting our lives but it cannot keep God’s People from worshipping 
and Sunday School!  Until the restrictions of public gathering are lifted, Evangel Christian       
Education will offer a 30 Minute LIVE STREAM Kids Sunday School between the first and     
second  service. This LIVE STREAM will begin 5 minutes after the conclusion of the 8:49       
service, no later than 9:55 am.  Bible teaching, science experiments, videos and storytelling will 
be included. This is for all family members to enjoy! Tune in for all the fun.  See you on LIVE 
STREAM this Sunday! 

Digital Sunday School Curriculum Delivered to Students Via E- Mail 
 

Evangel utilizes some of the best and most trusted Bible curriculum for our children’s Sunday 
school experience. The David C. Cook Company curriculum is theologically sound, creative, and 
well loved by millions.  Until COVID 19 restrictions ae lifted, we will send weekly Bible Lessons 
electronically to every child’s household. This is the same curriculum they would learn at Evan-
gel! This will give families the opportunity to study the Bible lesson together in the safety and 
comfort of their homes. Evangel children will have multiple ways to learn Bible lessons and stay 
connected through our digital LIVE STREAM Sunday School and digital curriculum. 

Sunday School Food Drive Cancelled – Food for Channel One Still Needed!  
 

The Coronavirus made it necessary to cancel our Sunday School Food drive.  Channel One is 
concerned about peoples “interaction” in purchasing and bringing food to the church. Though 
the Evangel “Food Wall” was off to an amazing start, we are boxing up the food to give to   
Channel One.  But Channel one needs food now more than ever! Help feed our community 
by sending cash donations to Channel One. They will use that money to purchase food for peo-
ple in need.  Thank you for supporting the Evangel Sunday School Food Drive. 

Kids Club - Make 50 Baskets for Ronald McDonald House| Trip to Bowlocity    

Postponed 
 

We were hoping to make 50 baskets for the Ronald McDonald House on April 5 for Easter, but 
will now look at alternative ways to help. Clancy and I will discuss a cash gift or alternative way to 
ensure safely packed or prepacked items.  
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Kids Club Revolutionary Earth Cancelled | Drop Off/Pick Up Site in April  
 

We were excited to be part of the new mission “Revolutionary Earth” which plants food gar-
dens throughout Rochester. We were scheduled to plant thousands of seedlings Sunday, 
March 22 in our gymnasium with 100 people attending from Evangel and throughout our 
community. Of course, we cannot congregate right now, but Revolutionary Earth still needs 
our help. Here is the new plan: 
 

• Revolutionary Earth will continue its ministry even during the pandemic 
• Revolutionary Earth will put together seed starting kits and organize an online exchange 

to build the kits  
• Evangel will be a pick up/drop off site for the exchange  
• Drop off will not involve any human contact. People will deposit seeds, soil, and contain-

ers in tubs at Evangel’s entrance 
• Revolutionary Earth volunteers will be present at Evangel at certain times for pick-ups 
• Revolutionary Earth is open to the idea of home delivery drop off with enough volunteers  

 

Evangel will be one of three churches in Rochester to be a drop off Pick up/Drop off site and 
the only church in the north part of town. Evangel is excited to help facilitate this exciting 
food program.  

Easter Egg Hunt for April 11 Postponed  
 

We have been exploring different ways to serve our neighborhoods, including a drive through 
event.  But as of today, a safe alternative while following CDC requirements had not been    
established. We are continuing to explore the possibilities.  If we cannot figure out a way to 
hold the event safely in April, we will wait until it is safe and rename the event.  

 

“Serve Our City” Cancelled | Great Work Done in the Time We Had! 
 

We only had two weeks for “Serve our City” this year, but boy did we make them count! In 
Week 1 we invited our city to Evangel to watch the documentary film “LIKE”, followed by an ex-
pert panel discussion. About 160 attended this powerful evening.  Then, in Week 2, we fanned 
out across Rochester and painted, prayed, visited, quilted and much more! Great work was ac-
complished. Our time was cut short due to the coronavirus, but a great impact was made in the 

Mental Health Forum # 4 “Navigating Insurance with Friend’s in High Places” 

Postponed  
 

We were very excited about our next Mental Health Forum for April 22. We had a US sena-
tor’s top associate lined up and were securing a Minnesota member of the House of Repre-
sentatives and Passionate Case Workers in the insurance fields. But then came Coronavirus.  
But will COVID 19 stop us? Only temporarily!  We have complete assurance that our invited 
guests will come at a later date and we will eventually have this important forum.  Be looking 
for a reschedule when we get the green light from our health experts.  
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Mega Kids Camp | July 20-23| Still Scheduled and Proceeding with Camp              

Preparations 
 

Early Bird Registration Begins April 1 
 

Save the dates for the 8-year anniversary of Evangel’s Mega Kids Camp on July 20 – 23.  Evangel 
Christian Education will invite other churches and para church organizations to partner with us, 
bringing sports, arts, and the Gospel to the children of SE Minnesota!  This year’s theme will be 
“Heart of a Champion” and will help children learn from Jesus how to be a champion!  This will be an 
amazing week for kids.   
 

One big change for early bird registration this year is that you can register your children   
without payment. With the current Coronavirus encompassing our world, and the uncertainty 
of large group gatherings even in late July, we did not want to require you to secure your 
child’s spot in camp with a registration fee. If it looks as if we will be able to hold camp as 
scheduled, we will worry about registration costs later.  
 
 

NEW FOR 2020: 
Adventure Track Expansion – To accommodate activities for all ages, we 
are expanding our popular adventure track into two: Track 1 for ages 5 to 7, 
and Track 2 for ages 8 to 12. All of your favorite Adventure games will be 
back, including laser tag, soccer boppers, archery tag, and large inflatables, 
with new and exciting options added for each age level to keep the Adven-
ture Track soaring!    

 
Pet Care & Training - Children will learn about God’s animals that bless our lives 
as pets. We will have veterinarians share how they help our pets when they hurt.  
Dog and horse trainers will give insight on how to help our pets obey and live 
have happier lives. This track will be EVERYTHING pets all week long!  
 
 

Registration Costs 
Early Bird Registration:  $30.00 between April 1 and June 15 no payment due now 
Basic Registration:  $40.00 after June 15   no payment due now 
 
Please save the dates and plan to invite kids and volunteer if at all possible. We will need all hands 
on deck for this one! 

 

Evangel Christian Education One Step Closer to a Mental Health Grant 
Due to tremendous response, Evangel Christian Education continues to seek a grant to continue our 
“From Fear to Freedom” Mental Health Forums throughout 2020 and into 2021.  We will know shortly 
if we can secure a grant to help us with media costs, marketing, professional compensation for    
mental health professionals, etc. Currently we have been running the costs through our Christian   
Education Rummage sale fundraiser. 
 

We recently completed an onsite visit and interview with key grant proposal personnel from the   
Rochester Area Foundation. This person-to-person interview with Jim Klepper and Nicole Hanson, 
and onsite tour of Evangel is key to our aspirations to continue the forums.  Please pray for us as we 
continue to help reach the needs of the community. We want to “connect people who need help with 
those who can help”. This grant is a key element to help us make this happen! 
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April Blessings… 
 

Lord of my life, you pour down your blessings… 

A budding tree, an early flower, 

A gilded rainbow, a crescent moon, 

A child’s laughter, a comforting hug, 

The promise of heaven, a Savior’s love. 

Thank you, Lord, for these simple treasures, 

Freely given and bestowed from above. 

Lord of my life, how blessed we are. 

 

 

Easter 

 

From the depths of my soul, my anguish and pain, 

To the greatest of moments when ecstasy reigns, 

I share it with Jesus, who experienced it all, 

And takes on my burdens whenever I call. 

 

Praise and honor, I shout Hallelujah. 

Praise and honor, Glory to God. 

Praise and honor, I shout Hallelujah. 

Praise and honor, Thank you my Lord! 

 

It happened at Easter, when death’s cruel attempt 

Tore through His heart as the curtain was rent, 
Then God’s transforming power turned pain into  

glory 

Jesus’ joyous reprieve is the point of His story. 

 

Praise and honor, I shout Hallelujah. 

Praise and honor, Glory to God. 

Praise and honor, I shout Hallelujah. 

Praise and honor, Thank you my Lord! 

 

In Our Prayers 

• Bob Zerr –  Prayers for continued healing 

• Lynn Sandstrom, Floyd Randall’s niece, broke her back.  Prayers for healing and recovery 

• Maurine Johnson received shoulder surgery – prayers for healing and recovery 

• Mari Olsen – mother is in hospice care.  Prayers for peace and comfort 

• Bob Hoar - moved to Seasons Hospice Home.  Prayers for peace and comfort 

• Roman, Jim & Andrea Burnoski’s grandson - prayers for health and healing 

General Conference 2020 Update 
In what will likely come as no surprise to you, General Conference 2020, scheduled for May 5 - 15 in     
Minneapolis, has been canceled due the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, due to uncertainty over how long 
this pandemic may last, the Commission charged with planning General Conference has made the difficult 
decision to postpone it until sometime in 2021, hopefully at the same venue.  As a worldwide church, let us 
keep our brothers and sisters around the globe in our prayers as their nations deal with this emerging     
corona virus. 
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Russ Bruhnke: rebruhnke@gmail.com or (507) 226 - 1138 
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Wow! What a year so far!  New words like “social distancing” (ok, now THAT is an oxymoron!) schools being 
closed and using “distance learning” along with being self-quarantined are now becoming a new normal. With 
all the craziness surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, it is good that something is staying constant. That 
something is Jesus. He is the same today, tomorrow and in the future. His love for you never wavers. In this 
time of anxiety, know that you can always count on Jesus being there. His love is so great that he willingly died 
for us. And then, even more miraculous, He rose from the dead! He overcame death and because of that, so 
can we! Put your trust in Him. We will overcome.  Don’t become so overwhelmed that you freeze. Call a friend, 
talk to Mom or Dad, or you can reach out to me. Don’t go through this alone. 
 

Youth Sunday - Postponed 
Youth Sunday is going to be postponed this year due to the pandemic. Unsure when it will be rescheduled, but 
we’ll keep you posted. 
 

Pink Flamingos  
Flocking will not start until May, and it may even be canceled this year. Watch for up-to-date information. 
 

Other Information 
It is very likely that we will not be able to go to Valleyfair for our end of the year party. If not, we will schedule 
something later in the summer.  I am planning on holding Zoom meetings for Sunday School and Youth Group. 
I will email the particulars when I get it all figured out. Mayo has graciously offered to let me use their account 
so we aren’t limited by the free one. 
 

Junior and Senior High Mission Trip Information: 
July 12th – July 17th, 2020. We are going to Quad Cities, IA. There, we will do simple work projects and help 
various community organizations. 
 

As always, I can be reached via email at rebruhnke@gmail.com or my cell at 507 226 1138. 

Beware of the Flamingos 
 

Got that “special someone” in your life who could use a little more decoration to their yard? Your problems 
are over, because the Evangel students are here to help! For a minimum donation of $20, we will provide a 

lovely display of 25 pink flamingos in that person’s yard (or all 50 for only $39.95!). They will also see a 
large “You’ve Been Flocked!” sign that will add just the right touch that’s been missing! So why wait? Just 
grab an order form below, seal it in an envelope with your payment and put it in Youth Director’s box. We 

will notify you as soon as “the flock has landed”.  
 
 

All proceeds will go toward the youth summer mission trip. Thank you so much for your donation! 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

I do know someone who needs more pink in their yard! 
Their name:  _______________________________________ 
 

Their address:  _______________________________________ 
  

   _______________________________________ 
 

_____ have a preferred date of flocking:________________ 
 
 

_____I have no preference of when the flocking happens 
 
 

Included is my donation of 
 

_____$20 (minimum)  or  ____other anount: $________   
 

(make checks payable to Evangel UMC, with “flamingo fundraiser” in the memo) 

Your name:  _________________________________ 
 

Your phone number: _________________________________ 
 

(Please put order form and money into the Youth Director’s mailbox in the Work Room, located behind the Main Office) 



Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events 
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Community Ministries promotes Christian mission work by encouraging the people of     
Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth/adults become active in mission 

projects.  Community Ministries is committed to changing lives across the street and    
throughout the Rochester area. 

Wednesday Night Meals - cancelled for the rest of the season 
 

 

Woman’s Shelter   
Evangel’s box for donations to the Woman’s Shelter is in our coat room just off the main entrance. It’s   
always overflowing; let’s keep it that way!  Items can still be dropped off during the COVID 19 shut 
down.  Call ahead to make sure the church is open. 
 

F.L.O.C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) - cancelled until further notice 
 

There will be no Community Ministries Meeting in April 

Project and Serving List for April 

Mark & Janice Bergquist  
Steve & Bonnie Bickel 
Stanley & Susan Dodge 
Tom & Hollie Dunford 

Jim & Shelia Gregoire 
Gordy & Jackie Hall 
Pam Wright 

The monthly serving lists are made up of the members and friends of Evangel Church.  Please 
note that this is an important service to the church.  We are asking all on the serving committee 
to provide 2 dozen cookies for our Sunday Coffee Hours, if you are able.  Please drop off at the 
church by the 15th of the month.  (Please no nuts or peanut butter.)  Thank you! 

Missions 
 

The Mission Team met on March 3.  After reviewing correspondence of our Mission partners asking for our    
prayers, thanking us for our support and updating us on their activities, the team took action to continue support 
for Dick and Mary Martin, Mission Aviation Fellowship of Indonesia; Mark and Lezlee Sanders, Campus Crusade 
for Christ (now located in Kansas); and Scott and Vicky Satre, Wyclife Bible Translators, located in Cameroon.  
 

Items for Personal Dignity Kits can still be dropped off at the church.  See “Personal Dignity Kits” blog in this 
newsletter. 
 

The Early Response Disaster Training at Evangel on March 28 has been canceled due to the CONVID 19       
pandemic.  Three Evangel people had signed up to attend. 
 

We urge you to be in prayer as we adjust to the CONVID 19 pandemic precautions, and continue to pray for our 
Mission partners.  Their information is located on the Mission Team Board, across from Room 223. If you have 
any questions or ideas about Missions, contact any member of our team: Scott Kerl, Becky Pierce, Bev Morgan, 
Linda Gregg, Jo Spenser, Jim Cooper and Norm Meeks.  There will be no Mission Team Meeting in April. 

Personal Dignity Kits 
 

A big THANK YOU to all who have contributed items for the Personal Dignity Kits.  March 22 was to have been a 
collection day for kit items, but due to restrictions on gatherings, Collection Day couldn’t take place.  
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April 2020 (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT  
Every Sunday Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Saturday 

8:49 am  - Contemporary 
Service LIVE STREAMED 
 

 

9:55 am - Sunday School 
LIVE STREAMED 
 

 

10:30 am - Traditional   
Service LIVE STREAMED 
 

 

 

  6:15 pm - Praise Team 
(Sanctuary) 

 
 
 

 

   

   1 2 3 4 

       

5 Palm Sunday 6 7 8 9 Maundy Thursday 10 11 
 
 
 

     

 

12 Easter Sunday 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 
 

  
 

    

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

    
 

   

26 27 28 29 30   
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