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From Pastor Mark
Recapturing the Art of Neighboring
If you have a really good memory, you might recall that nearly two years ago I enrolled in an
“Evangelism Cohort” here in Rochester. Developed and run by staff from the Billy Graham
School of Evangelism at Wheaton College, the overarching purpose of the Cohorts are to
help churches turn their focus outward again, becoming “conversion communities” that are
not only reaching new people with the gospel but who are also discipling these new
believers.
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Over the last two years we’ve looked at ways to make outreach “organic” to everything we
do; listened to the stories and journeys that many of today’s more secular people have taken
to come to Christ; heard reports from experts who have researched vibrant congregations;
evaluated our preaching for how it might be received by unchurched visitors; and critically
examined our congregational pathways to help folks become disciples.
Last month our Cohort’s “training phase” came to an end, though several of us are hoping to
continue to meet regularly to “encourage one another” (1 Thessalonians 5:11) and share
ideas. While we’ve incorporated some elements from the Cohort into our system here at
Evangel, we haven’t been able to dive in too deeply because we’ve been focusing on other
things that I believed needed to be in place first. This fall however, we’re going to spend a
significant amount of time looking at something that was emphasized in the Cohort: the need
for Christians to re-engage with their neighbors.

If you’ve read my previous Pastor’s Columns, or been in worship even semi-regularly, then
you’ve repeatedly heard me say that the attractional model for church growth is no longer
9
working well in our culture. This simply means that, as our nation becomes increasingly
secular, fewer and fewer people are intentionally looking for and seeking out a religious
community to be a part of. That means that if we’re going to heed the Great Commission
10 (“Go and make disciples of all the nations…”), we’re indeed going to have to go to them –
beginning with those who live closest to us – our neighbors!
10

This fall we’re going to be offering an all church study of a book that we reviewed in the
Cohort, The Art of Neighboring, by Dave Runyon and Jay Pathak. This will be the theme of
11 the sermon series that will open our fall calendar as well, as we continue to turn our focus
outward. Plan now to be with us for this study!
In Christ,
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United Methodist Women
Eve Circle

Monday, July 1 at 6:30 pm ( Room 221 - Fireside)

Lydia Circle

Thursday, July 18 at 1:00 pm (Room 221 - Fireside)
Hostess:
Leader:
Program:

Mom’s Circle

Becky Pierce
Elaine Schmidt
Missionary Conferences

Details in Sunday’s Bulletins.
Take a break and join us for coffee, snacks and
laughter! Contact Jen Hull at 507.285.4838 with
questions. Childcare is provided.

Sewing Circle

Every Monday at Evangel Church (Room 224)
from 9:00 -11:30 am. Donations of gently-used sheets are always welcome.
(No more fabric is needed.) Thank you. Always inviting ladies to join us!

The Cut-Ups
Tuesday, July 16 from 9 am - 12:00 pm at Assisi Heights

Cut-Ups will meet in the second floor Bundles of Love workrooms. Handicapped parking with
closer access to the elevator is located behind the building. All others should park in front and
sign in at the small table near the reception desk. If you have questions please contact Brenda
Gaskell at humbird5@charter.net | 507.281.5647. More about Bundles of Love can be found
at bundlesoflove.org.

Quilting & More
Wednesday, July 10 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm.
All are welcome! Bring your own project to work on whether it be a prayer shawl, pocket
prayer shawl, or something of your choice. Join in the fun and fellowship. Quilting and More
meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm.
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Evangel Christian Education
Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org
Phone: (507) 289-4817

Christian Education Calendar
Every Sunday………………………………………..Children’s Church at 8:49 am & 10:30 am
Monday July 1……………………………………….Christian Education Meeting
Tuesday July 16 …………………………..………..Mega Kids Camp Volunteer Meeting
July 29- August 1 …………………………………...Evangel Mega Kids Camp!

Children’s Church at 8:49 am and 10:30 am all summer!
Evangel Christian Education is excited to offer Children’s Church for children ages Pre K. – Grade 5 during both
worship services all summer long. We believe Christian Education on Sunday mornings is vital 12 months of the
year!
For this summer we are offering Children’s church at 8:49 am after the “Good News” worship praise and worship
set (approximately at 9:10 am) and at 10:30 am for the entire hour. We are currently offering a series on the 10
Commandments to correlate with our summer worship theme in regular worship. We are exploring these “10
Loving Rules of God” in exciting ways including:









Dramatized stories that make the Bible come to life!
Skits and object lessons
Interactive games and experiences
Arts and crafts projects including making our own 8-Foot-Tall
10 Commandments replica featuring the commandments in our
kid’s own words!
Multimedia videos and music
Excellent Teacher to child ratio with small group and individualized attention
And more!

Our Children’s church team regularly features four adult leaders that include Christian Education Directors Jim
Klepper and Clancy Craven, and also Sherry Perry and Jane Vaaler. Join us for Children’s Church this Summer for
all the excitement!

Evangel Nursery Ministries need YOU!
Our Evangel Nursery ministries provides care for our most precious resource: Our children! We offer Nursery Care
Sunday mornings for both the 8:49 am and 10:30 am worship hours. Evangel’s Nursery is located on the west side of
the upper level of the church spanning ½ of the entire hallway. Our facilities are spacious, modern, well equipped, safe,
and organized with our excellent Nursery leadership team Melissa Albrecht and Amanda Ellenbaum.
Now we need more volunteers, especially at the 10:30 am hour, but volunteers are needed at both hours. Per safe
sanctuary guidelines, multiple people are needed at each hour.
If you feel you would like training and orientation, our Nursery team will provide this for you. Arrangements can be
made for Sunday or another time of your choice. Here’s how you can sign up:






Sign the hard copy sheet at the nursery.
Fill out a postcard at the Welcome Center
Fill out the form on the next page and drop off at the Welcome Desk
Contact Melissa at eggleston.melissa@gmail.com or Amanda at ellenbaum.amanda@hotmail.com

Nursery ministry is vital to provide parents with a safe place for their children while they worship and study as well as a
place to nurture the emotional and spiritual formation for the youngest among us. Please consider helping Evangel to
be a safe and loving place for our families as we all grow together in Jesus! Questions? Contact Melissa or Amanda at
the email addresses provided above.
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Nursery Workers Needed
(please circle time and preferred option - 10:30 am has the greatest need.)
8:49 am or 10:30 am
once a year | quarterly | monthly | bi-weekly | weekly
Name____________________________ Number______________________
Email_____________________________
Return this form to the Welcome Center

_______________________________________
Kick-Off Sunday will be September 8. Save the Date!
Mark your calendars for Evangel’s Kick-Off Sunday coming this September! Our kick-off is a time to
gather together once again after a busy summer and launch our Sunday School ministry, youth
ministries, choirs and more for another awesome year of Kingdom building through Evangel Church!
Save the date. This will be EPIC!

Evangel Sunday School Teacher Recruitment Underway for 2019- 2020 Sunday
School Year!
Evangel is blessed to have a legendary heritage in Christian Education spanning the last half century. We have a
commitment to pass on the faith to new generations so that it will remain alive for thousands of people to know Jesus
Christ as their Savior and Lord!
One of the primary ministries of our Christian Education Department is to bring people to Jesus. Our Sunday School
Department provides a relationally based approach to sharing the Gospel in “life transforming” ways! We are now
recruiting our teaching staff for 2019 - 2020 and are looking to bring in new teachers while retaining many of our
teachers from past years. The mixture of experience and new ideas is vital to the excellence of our Sunday School
department. Evangel Christian Education will provide the following for all teachers:







Team teaching environment in every classroom featuring 3 - 6 teachers per room! You are never alone and it is
easy to have time off when needed.
Professional Curriculum that is easy to use and follow. Everything is provided for you and you do not need to
write lessons. Just follow guidelines in the material and share parts of the lessons with your co teachers.
Training and support is also provided by Evangel Christian Education Staff Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven
Excellent classroom space that is clean, safe, spacious, and bright. A fun atmosphere is provided!
All supplies for the classroom are provided from scissors and roll paper to almost anything your heart desires!

Would you like more information or talk with Evangel Christian Education Staff about joining the Sunday School team?
If so, fill out the form below and return to the Welcome Center OR contact Jim Klepper at jklepper@evangelum.org or
Clancy Craven at ccraven@evangelum.org and they will answer your questions. Thank you!

_________________________________________
Evangel Sunday School Teacher Registration


Yes, I would like to join Evangel’s Teaching Team for the 2019 - 2020 Sunday School year!



Maybe, please contact me with more information.

Name: __________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________
Phone:___________________________________________
“First a child learns to love their teacher, then they learn to love their teacher’s God”
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Mega Kids Camp is Almost Here!
Mega Kids Camp has 320 children so far! We will need all volunteers for this life changing event.

VOLUNTEER FORM ON PAGE 10
WE WILL NEED YOU ON July 29 - August 1 IN THE MORNINGS IF AT ALL POSSIBLE! Our Evangel Mega Kids
camp has 305 registrations so far with many weeks to go before the event. We know we already ask much of you but
this is such a unique opportunity to share the gospel, we hope you can join us.
Date: Monday, July 29 - Thursday, August 1 2019
Time: 8:45 am – 12:30 pm
Location: Century High School (National Volleyball Center)
Price: $40 (Scholarships available - Please call the church office at 507-289-4817)
REGISTRATION IS OPEN – REGISTER NOW!
There are 2 ways to register:
 Visit www.evangelum.org and follow the Mega Kids Camp link
 Fill out a form at the Welcome Center at Evangel Church

Top 11 Ways to Invite Kids to Mega Kids Camp
11.
10.
9.
8.
7.
6.
5.
4.
3.
2.
1.

Twitter - Use your twitter contacts to reach out
Texting - Text your family!
Facebook - Share on Facebook about this great camp!
Posters - Pick up posters from our display & help post in Rochester
Phone Calls - Don’t forget to mention our Sports Camp!
Hand our registrations - Kids’ soccer & baseball/T-ball games!
Sponsor a kid - Tell your family/friends/neighbors/co-workers you’ll sponsor their kid to attend our Sports
Camp - $40 per child!!
Yard Sign - We have yard signs to put up throughout Rochester—pick up signs at our Lobby
display!
Door hangers - Pick up a stack of door hangers and walk your neighborhood!
Grandparents - Invite your grandkids or great-grandkids to spend the week/offer to provide transportation to
Sports Camp!
PERSONAL INVITE!

Project and Serving List for July
Sid & Marlene Bavlnka
Jim & Pat Cooper
Ben & Rebecca Elgin
Barb Fritsche
Jim & Jane Garrett
Phyllis Hammes

Kathleen & David Wells
Gladys Jamison
Gloria Magruder
Bob & Ruth Ann Miles
Sherry Perry
Steve & Carmen Stenhaug

The monthly serving lists are made up of the members and friends of Evangel Church. Please note that
this is an important service to the church. We are asking all on the serving committee to provide 2 dozen
cookies for our Sunday Coffee Hours, if you are able. Please drop off at the church by the 15th of the
month. (Please no nuts or peanut butter.) Thank you!
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Russ Bruhnke: rebruhnke@gmail.com or (507) 226-1138
July is here! This is a big month for Youth. We have two mission trips and Mega Kids Camp, all
during this month. Evangel Youth will be the hands and feet of Jesus.
Jesus, in all four Gospels, encourages the Disciples to go and do good things in His name - bring
others to him that may never have known about him otherwise. This is where mission work comes
in. For each group it may look a little different. The work may seem mindless for some, for others
it may push them out of their comfort zone. Yet living out Jesus’ commands is ultimately what we
should aim for. So, as the two groups go out this month and share the Good News with
people, please pray for us. Pray for those of us who will be experiencing our first trip away from home.
Pray for those of us who have issues back home that we may be thinking about. Pray for the relationships being made as we work in Michigan and Iowa. Pray that the Gospel is shared, and that
lives are changed. Oh, and pray the bus gets us there and back!
Please return the forms sent via e-mail to the church ASAP!
Upcoming Events
August 11 - Youth Mission Sunday
Mission Trips 2019
Senior High
June 30 - July 5
Benton Harbor, MI
Youth on the trip: Ezra Craven, Nick Bruhnke, Lizzie Spencer, Leia Spencer, Ciara Albrecht,
Emma Lundquist, Ella Hanson, Lily Linden, Gwen Elgin, Payton Evans, Ruth Walters
Adults: Helen Duff & Russ Bruhnke
Junior High
July 28 - August 2
Quad Cities, IA
Youth on the trip: Garret Hermanson, Hailey Long, Isaac Neveau, Madison Ferguson
Adults: Amy Neveau, Janda Ferguson, Russ Bruhnke
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events
Community Ministries will promote Christian mission work by encouraging the people of
Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth and adults become active in
such mission projects. Community Ministries is committed to changing lives across the
street and throughout the Rochester area.
Wednesday Night Meals – In anticipation of Wednesday Night Meals beginning about the
middle of September, we’ll will be looking for help to serve and also occasionally to prepare a
meal. If you would be able to prepare a meal, contact Jackie or Gordy Hall to find out what’s
involved.
Channel One Food Barrel. A Blue Channel One Food Barrel is located in the coat room
providing opportunity to contribute to Channel One Food Bank. For the month of July, any
kind of Crackers is the suggested item – or any other non-perishable food. The barrel
always has something in it. Good Job!
The Woman’s Shelter. Evangel’s box for donations to the Woman’s Shelter is in our coat
room just off the main entrance. You keep filling it! Wow!
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) Gathering.
Will not be meeting in July of August.
Riverside School Backpack Food Program – Again, a big thank you to Denny
Butterbaugh for organizing the food packing for Riverside School and a big thank you
for those that helped with packing. Many hands make light work!
The next Community Ministries Meeting will be in August.
Muffin Men Ministry
Muffins on Sunday, July 21 - 50 cents each!
Muffin Men Contact: Darrell Chutka
Supports our Community Ministries!

Early Disaster Response Training
If you are interested in attending the August 3 Session of Early Disaster Response Team Training in Mankato
or want to be on the mailing list for Early Disaster Training Sessions, please contact Tanya Oberg, River Valley
District Coordinator for United Methodist Early Disaster Response at tdocat@hotmail.com | 507. 202.3769.
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In Our Prayers


















Pastor Susie O’Connell – prayers for healing and recovery
George Menshik – prayers for healing
Lynda Laechel - prayers for healing
Dawn Simpson, daughter of Ron and Nancy Paine - prayers for healing
Prayers of hope and healing for Sandra and Allen, friends of Amy Homard
Larry Frear – prayers for healing
Paula Jackson’s mom Carol is in hospice – prayers for her and her family
Donna Betcher – prayers for strength as she battles cancer
Jim & Andrea Burnoski’s grandson - prayers for health and healing
Mary Ann Kirkwood – prayers for healing and recovery
Vesta Case – prayers for healing
Donald Turner – prayers for strength as he fights cancer
Mary Bernice Wells – unresponsive in hospital in Illinois. Prayers for recovery
Dave Laechel - prayers for health.
Robert Condiff, Gloria Magruder’s dad, has been placed on hospice. Prayers of peace and comfort
Julie Johnson, Dan Stiving’s mother-in-law, sustained quadraparesis following a brain stem tumor removal.
Prayers of healing and courage on the road to recovery.
John Kittinger – prayers for successful resolution to continuing heart problems.

Loss of a Spouse Seminar - a class specifically for those who have experienced the
loss of a spouse.
Widowed? Help is here and hope is possible
Do you dread the lonely days and nights? Wonder what to do with your spouse’s belongings? Feel like your brain is in a
fog? Unsure of how you’ll go on?
At a Loss of a Spouse seminar you’ll discover:
 Other people understand and have found ways to make it through
 Why it won’t always hurt so much
 Reasons for hope
 Practical tips for coping with the death of a spouse
A Loss of a Spouse seminar lasts about two hours. Here’s what to expect:
 Video seminar: You’ll view a 35-minute video with encouraging, practical advice from
counselors, pastors, and widowed men and women.
 Sharing time: Then you’ll have the opportunity to talk with other widowed people about
what you learned from the video. (There’s no pressure to share!)
 A guide to bring home: Everyone receives a booklet with more than 30 short readings
on how to live with grief and eventually rebuild your life.
When and where you can attend this seminar:
When: Thursday, July 25th, 2019
Time: 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Where: Rochester Assembly
4240 18th Ave NW, Rochester, MN 55901
Room W5, Door 3
For more information or for questions: Contact Barb Schroeder at 507.288.8152 | bjschroeder@charter.net. If you
would like to attend, contact Evangel United Methodist Church at 507.289.4817 | office@evangelum.org and we will
register you for the class. You can then pick up your class guide from the office.
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EVANGEL’S MEGA KIDS CAMP VOLUNTEER FORM
Monday, July 29 - Thursday, August 1
8:45 am -12:30 pm at CENTURY HIGH SCHOOL

Would you like to make a difference and have fun at the same time? Join the EVANGEL MEGA KIDS CAMP team!
From singing songs to telling stories to hanging out with kids, there’s a place for you at EVANGEL’S MEGA CAMP.
WE NEED PEOPLE TO HELP WITH……
(Check the boxes next to the jobs you are interested in.)

□ Welcoming Committee (directing traffic on our first day) - 8:00 - 9:30 am
□ Huddle Coaches (leading a group of 5–8 kids, circle top 3 choices) - All Morning
Soccer

Basketball

Cheerleading Creative Art Project Adventure Track
First Responders Weather & Wildlife

Horseback-Riding Track

□ Snack Coaches (organizing snacks) - All Morning
□ Safety Coaches (Medical Professionals running the first aid station) - All Morning
□ Registration Coaches (organizing registration table) - Daily 8:00 - 9:30 am
□ Prayer Coaches (leading a prayer team) – Prior, during, and after VBS
□ Pre-School Coaches (assist our Pre-K leader)
Up To Date Background Check (Circle One):

Yes No

YOUR NAME: ___________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER: ______________________________________
EMAIL: ________________________________________________
If you are interested in volunteering or have questions about the volunteer positions, please call or email the
Church Office at: (507) 289- 4817, office@evangelum.org OR turn in this form to the Church Office. Thank you.
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

Every Sunday

Every Monday

Every Tuesday

Every Wednesday

Every Thursday

Every Friday

Every Saturday

8:49 am - Contemporary
Service
8:49 am - Children’s
Church

9:00 am - Sewing Circle
7:30 pm - Al-Anon
(Fellowship Hall)

6:00 pm - Praise Team
(Sanctuary)

9:30 am - Older Folders
(221)

7:00 pm - Chinese
Church

3

4

5

Independence Day
Office Closed

9:30 am - Older Folders
(221)

12

13

19

20

26

27

2

3

9:00 am - Faith &
Fellowship (221)
9:10 am - Parent’s Café
(132)
10:30 am - Traditional
Service
10:30 am - Children’s
Church

30

1

2

11:30 am - Quilter’s
Sew-ciety

6:30 pm - Missions
Committee (221)

6

6:00 pm - Quilter’s
Sew-ciety
6:30 pm - Christian
Education (223)
6:30 pm - Eve Circle (221)

Senior High Mission Trip (Benton Harbor, Michigan)

7

8

9

10

11

4:00 pm - Quilter’s
Sew-ciety banquet (Multipurpose Room)

1:00 pm - Channel One Food
Warehouse Help (Channel
One Foodshelf)

1:00 pm - Quilting & More
(224)

6:30 pm - Finance (221)

6:30 pm - Evangel Mom’s
(224)

6:30 pm - Trustees (221)

17

18

6:45 pm - Interested
Investors (223)

14

15

16

2:00 pm - Chinese Church
Sister Group (119)

10:00 am - 4H Performing
Arts Day

9:00 am - The Cut-Ups at
Assisi Heights

1:00 pm - Lydia Circle
(221)

6:30 pm - Mega Kids Camp
Volunteer Meeting
(Sanctuary)

5:00 pm - Good News
Daycare Family
Engagement Hour
(Dinette)

6:30 - Church Council
(224)

7:00 pm - S.O.S (221)

21

22

23

24

Muffin Men

28

25
6:30 pm - Loss of a
Spouse Seminar
(Rochester Assembly)

29

30

MEGA
Junior High Mission Trip (Quad Cities, IA)

31

KIDS

1

CAMP
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