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From Pastor Mark
The Future of Christianity
You probably saw the headlines. The week before Easter the Gallup organization released the results
of a new survey on religious participation in the United States. They summarized their findings in an
article entitled U.S. Church Membership Down Sharply in Past Two Decades. Among other things,
they found that:





Only half of Americans are church members today, down from 70% in 1999
Most of the decline is attributable to an increase in the percentage with no religion
Church Membership has fallen nine points among those who say they are religious

The article goes on to note that the decline in religious participation, as other polls have found, is
primarily being driven by millennials, while membership numbers among older generations remain
relatively stable. The news, as they sometimes sarcastically say, just keeps getting better and better.
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It's not that I don't recognize that we've failed to keep up with, and adjust to, the ways our culture has
changed. It’s pretty clear that our structure, and the way we’ve been doing “church”, isn’t working
very well anymore. At least not in the west.
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But the “Church” is growing explosively elsewhere, particularly in the global south. While we're
losing somewhere around 100,000 United Methodists every year in the United States, the UMC in
Africa is gaining 300,000 people over the same period! That would suggest that in the very near
future Christianity, or at least United Methodism, is going to look somewhat different than it does
today. And I've been thinking about what the church in the west would be like if we would allow the
church in the global south to become leaven among us. A church linked to our brothers and sisters in
Africa, the Philippines, and Asia, would:
- Be far more dependent on God! When we have everything, as we do in the west; when all of our
needs and even our wants are met in abundance, we can come to believe that we are enough by
ourselves. But I have preached in Africa, underneath Acacia trees to congregations that didn't even
have a building to call home. They have nothing but God and each other, and in that dependence they
are growing explosively. Another way to say this is that churches that are dependent upon God are
much more Spirit led and Spirit-filled, and the signs that God is moving and working among them,
including miracles of healing, are clear to all.

- Be much more prayerful! The church in Korea has long been known for the hours its people spend
in prayer, but this is true wherever renewal and revival is breaking out. Years ago a friend of mine
11 was in Uganda, and a team was preparing to leave the next morning to head north to a new village. A
teenaged boy desperately wanted to go along, but had been told that there was not enough room. My
friend told me that the young man spent that night on his knees beside his bed, imploring God to
make a way for him to be able to go. In the morning, after the van was packed, there was just enough
room for one more, and the teenager was told to climb in. God has used that beginning to build a
relationship between that young prayer warrior and my friend that has blessed the people of Uganda
mightily.
- Be much more joyous! While African worship services resemble ours in terms of flow and content,
much is different. One of the differences revolves around the offering. In the west ushers send plates
or baskets down the rows, bringing the offering forward for a blessing. But in many African churches
the people bring their offerings forward, placing them in woven baskets, and as they do they dance
joyously, with the women ululating loudly! Their joy as they give back to God is palpable, and it's
incredible to watch.
Continued on next page...
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In the aftermath of last February's special session of General Conference, there's a movement within United
Methodism to separate the church in the west from the church in the global south. I think that would be a huge
mistake. Come, Lord Jesus.
In Christ,

United Methodist Women
Eve Circle

Monday, May 6 at 6:30 pm (Fireside Room)

Lydia Circle

Thursday, May 16 at 11:30 am (Dinette)
Hostess:
Joanne Hebrink
Program:
Potluck

Mom’s Circle

Details to Come in Sunday’s Bulletins.
Take a break and join us for coffee, snacks and
laughter! Contact Jen Hull at (507) 285-4838 with
questions. Childcare is provided.

Sewing Circle

Every Monday at Evangel Church (Room 224)
From 9:00 - 11:30 am. Donations of gently-used sheets are
always welcome. (No more fabric is needed.) Thank you.
Always inviting ladies to join us!

United Methodist Women General Gathering POTLUCK
Thursday, May 16 at 11:30 am in the Evangel Dinette
Everyone is invited! Bring a dish to share (salad, hot dish, fruit, vegetables). Rolls, beverages, and dessert will be provided. Family Promise (formerly IHN*) Director Dawn Devine will meet with us to tell us
about their mission to relieve hopeless homelessness for area families. For many years members of
Evangel church have partnered with other community churches to provide meals, transportation, hospitality, and hope (primarily for women and children).
*Interfaith Hospitality Network

The Cut-Ups
The Cut-Ups will meet Tuesday, May 21 from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm at Assisi Heights. Questions?
tact Brenda Gaskell at (507) 281-5647 or humbird5@charter.net.

Con-

Our Rochester chapter of Bundles of Love is busy working in coordination with the New Brighton group
to fill 100 bundles of newborn infant items going to the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe. These are in addition to our regular monthly deliveries to local services.
KNITTERS/CROCHETERS: There is a big need for newborn sweaters for these bundles. If you are
interested, please see bundlesoflove.org for the particulars or contact Sharon Landsworth at
(507) 288-0592 or Sharon.landsworth@bundlesoflove.org

Quilting & More
Wednesday, May 8 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm
All are welcome! Bring your own project to work on whether it be a prayer shawl, pocket
prayer shawl, or something of your choice. Join in the fun and fellowship. Quilting and
More meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 1:00 - 3:00 pm.

May 2019

Page 3

Evangel Christian Education
Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org
Phone: (507) 289-4817

Christian Education Calendar
Every Sunday……………………………………………………………..Sunday School for all ages at 9:10 am
Every Sunday……………………………………………………………………...Children’s Church at 10:30 am
Every Wednesday (through May 8)…………………………………..Bible Storytime for Day Care at 9:00 am
Throughout the week……………………………………………………………………Evangel Connect Groups
Sun May 5……………………………………………………………………………………..Confirmation Sunday
Sun May 5……………………………………………………………………………….Camping Display in Lobby
Mon May 6……………………………………………………………………………....Christian Education Team
Wed May 8……………………………………………………….…Final Bible Storytime session of the season
Wed May 8……………………………….…………Bible Storytime Concert for Day Care families at 5:00 pm
Sun May 12…………………………………………………………………………………………….Mother’s Day
Sun May 19……………..End of the year Sunday School picnic and teacher recognition at Quarry Hill Park
Mon May 27……………………………………………………………………………………………Memorial Day
Sun June 2………………………………………………………………………Senior High Recognition Sunday
Sat June 15………………………………………………Evangel Night with Minnesota Twins at Target Field

Many thanks for the Evangel Christian Education Easter Egg Hunt. Many families
were reached and some have already joined us in Worship!
Thank you Evangel Church for all your prayers and service for the 2019 Evangel Easter Egg Hunt.
Hundreds of people attended the event and so much was accomplished for the Kingdom of God!
People heard the Gospel message in seven different ways: gift bag storybooks; children’s choir; live storytelling at the Open tomb and more! Gospel
proclamation in a tender but unmistakable way was powerful. The
hospitality offered all morning was “top rate” and the generosity of God’s
people at Evangel shone brightly! Generosity is a hallmark of the church
and it was on full display at the Egg hunt. Hundreds of contacts with our
neighbors, both new and old, were made in a positive atmosphere which is
the foundation for deeper contact in the future.
The uplift for those from Evangel volunteering was palpable as we all had the opportunity to serve our
neighbors. We laughed with them and received their thankful comments. We collected many more
names to add to our invitation lists for future events like Mega Kids Camp, Trunk or Treat, and other
special gatherings in which we can deepen our relationships with our neighbors. At least a half dozen
people mentioned to staff they were looking for a church home and were going to give Evangel
consideration.
We had some families in church on Easter Sunday as a result of the egg hunt and were able to
experience our worship on Resurrection Sunday!!! This year’s egg hunt numbers were not as large as
last year. This was not our BIGGEST Egg Hunt, but it was our BEST egg hunt. Thank you Evangel
Church for helping us to reach out to our neighbors with the Gospel and with the invitation to join our
church for more special times together in Jesus name!
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Evangel Kids Club - Picnic and Adventures at Quarry Hill Nature Center
Evangel Kids Club will be held Sunday May 19 at beautiful Quarry Hill Nature Center and its recently
renovated Exploration Hall. THIS WILL BE AN ALL CHURCH EVENT. Included in all the fun will be
FREE hot dogs and brats, beverages and utensils. Just bring a dish to share. The afternoon will
include great food, fellowship, and games such as corn hole and more! In addition we will play a game of
“animal survival” with a Quarry Hill naturalist and have the opportunity to experience Exploration Hall or
hike the Quarry Hill trails on our own. We will also take a moment to honor our Evangel Sunday School
teachers with a little recognition just before the meal to thank them for another awesome Sunday School
year. Please don’t miss the celebration - Kids Club will be awesome this May!
When: Sunday May 19, 2019 from 11:30 am- 3:00 pm
Where: Quarry Hill Nature Center
Cost: FREE - but if you can, bring a dish to share for the
meal
For: All Evangel Church and Friends!
Coordinators: Jim Klepper and Clancy Craven

Evangel Christian Education Supports Christian Summer Camps all over Minnesota
Here at Evangel Christian Education we believe in the power that camps can have on our children, youth,
and adults to transform their lives for Jesus; that is why we put so much effort into Mega Kids camp in
July. We had 220 children receive Jesus as their Savior last year! We also realize that there is a plethora
of other very amazing Christian camps available in our region and state all summer long that can also
have a BIG impact on kids for Christ. Our “neck of the woods” is blessed to have some absolutely
wonderful camping opportunities available for our families such as Red Rock Camp, Ironwood Springs
Christian Camp, Camp Victory, Minnesota Annual Conference camps and more. Please check out the
camping display in the Evangel Lobby coming in the next week with camping brochures from some of our
neighbors, and then encourage the parents of children in your classes to check out all the opportunities
for the summer.
As an encouragement to get our families into camps, Evangel Christian Education offers some
scholarship monies to our church family members who would like to attend one of these camps. Camps
can cost $300 - $400 dollars so we do our best to provide UP TO $100.00 per camper once during the
summer. Of course we hope all our children will attend our Mega Kids Camp in July and we hope all our
youth and adults will volunteer for Mega Kids Camp. But there are other wonderful opportunities that
await and we don’t want you to miss out on what might be another awesome camping experience.
Thank you for passing on the camping experience any way that you can. Lives change at camp. I hope
you will embrace the opportunity to spread the news of camping which can lead to the start of a life
transforming experience for another in Jesus. Let’s do it!

Bible Storytime (A ministry of Evangel Christian Education) Concert featuring
Good News Children’s Choir set for May 8!
Throughout the school year Evangel Christian Education offers a Wednesday morning “Sunday School”
time to the children of the Good News Day Care Center called “Bible Story Time”. Jim Klepper and
Clancy Craven lead a group of 9 volunteers to teach children ages 3 - 5 years old the Gospel of Jesus
through Bible stories, music, crafts and more. For some of these children this is the only opportunity they
have to hear of Jesus’ love for them. To conclude a wonderful year, and to meet the parents and
grandparents of these beautiful children, we will be holding a concert and story time for the families of our
“Bible Story Time” kids. The concert will be held on Wednesday, May 8 at 5 pm. We expect up to 100
people to be in attendance!
If you would like to attend please feel free to stop by and meet the parents of the Good News Day Care
Center as well as to hear the children sing like crazy! Let’s reach out to these parents and children and
let them know how much we have appreciated teaching and loving their children.
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Last Day of Sunday School is May 20! Thank a Teacher Today!
Give your teacher a big thank you as we conclude the regular session Sunday school year on May 19. It
seems like only yesterday when our Evangel church gathered on “Kick Off” Sunday with the theme “Where’s
Jesus… Finding the Lost”. Through an amazing year of teaching and relationship building, Evangel has
continued to pass the faith along from one generation to the next (Psalm 78). This is only made possible
through an amazing Christian Education teaching staff who faithfully give themselves every Sunday so that
others would know Jesus and His Word. Please give thanks to the following people who comprised our
Sunday staff this year.
EVANGEL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

Katie Beck, Becky Book, Russ & Jan Bruhnke, Mark & Leslie Clark, Mike Craven, Amanda Ellenbaum, Holly
Evans, Janda Ferguson, LeAnne Flodstrom, Leon & Linda Gregg, Barb Hammon, Elise Hansen, Sandy Hanson, Stephanie Hanson, Adam & Kelly Jacob, Jennifer Krieger, Paula Jackson-Aderogba, Amy Johnson, David & Julie Linden, Jayne Lundquist, Jamie McCright, Amy Neveau, Wendy Norman, Margaret Pellegrini,
Sherry Perry, Jill Sandquist, Jane Vaaler
CONNECT GROUP TEACHERS AND LEADERS

Jan Bruhnke, Dennis Butterbaugh, Mike & Clancy Craven, Gordy and Jackie Hall, Lane & Anita Hermanson,
Steve & Jennifer Hull, Randy and Gloria Jensen, Jim & Amy Klepper, Susan Rader, Barb Schroeder

Mega KIDS Camp coming this summer! Early Bird Registration!
Please save the dates of July 29- August 1 for the 7th year anniversary of Evangel’s Mega Sports and Arts Camp!
Once again, Evangel Christian Education will invite other church’s and para church organizations to partner with us to
bring sports, arts, and the Gospel to the children of SE most special lessons are learned from following Jesus. This
will be an amazing week for kids!
Here are a few highlights:
 We will be bringing back our Horse Camp track offering two levels of
horse training
 The KAAL Weather Lab Meteorologist Team will be with us Wednesday
to do amazing Weather Experiments
 Adventure camp will return and we will offer some new adventure options that will be sure to create excitement
Our vision to create an interdenominational Church Leadership Team continues to become a realization. We have
confirmed several new churches will join us this year. In addition to Berean Community Church, Emmanuel Lutheran
Church and Stewartville United Methodist Church, we now have a commitment for Word of Life Church, Crosswinds
Church, and the Rochester Sports Mentorship Academy. Our goal has always been to reach as many kids with the
Gospel as we can through church unity. It seems to be happening Minnesota! This year’s theme will be
“Fundamentals” and will help children learn that life’s most important lessons are found in God’s Word.
NEW FOR 2019:



Weather and Wildlife: In this track, children will learn about God’s great outdoors! For several days they will meet
with environmentalists and learn about trees, water tables, and the environment. They will even work with local
naturalists to bring in raptors and other animals



First Responders: In this new track we will bring in first responders for each day of camp including visits from the
Rochester Police and Fire Department, Gold Cross, and Mayo One. Children will get an overview of each of our
First Responders calls to duty and will get to see firetrucks, canine dogs, drones, and lots more! What a great
way to meet local heroes and to see how they serve and protect our city

Please save the dates now and plan to invite kids and volunteer if at all possible. We will need all hands on deck for
this one!
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION THIS YEAR: To try and encourage campers to get registrations in earlier, we are
once again going to be running early bird registration for Kids Camp from April 1- May 31 for $30.00. Starting June 1
the cost will be $40.00. Go to the Evangel website and register online today, and remember...horse camp and
adventure camp is limited so don’t delay!
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Russ Bruhnke: rebruhnke@gmail.com (507) 226-1138
The last month of the Sunday School year is upon us! This month the flowers will start blooming
(hopefully!) and we will see God’s creative power at work as everything starts to green up. Spring shows us
that even when it doesn’t seem so, God is present and, in due time, you will see the work of His hand.
This is true even in your relationship with Him. He is always ready to let new life bloom in and through you!
Youth Sunday - April 28
I want to thank all the youth for a Fantastic Youth Sunday! You all did a fabulous job and the sermonettes
were awesome!
Pink Flamingos
We will continue honoring requests through most of May.
Pink is in!

Upcoming Events
May 19 - Last day of Sunday School and Youth Group
Mission Trip Information
Senior High
June 30 - July 5, 2019. We will be going to Benton Harbor, MI. where we will be remodeling a youth center
and working with the local citizens.
Junior High
July 28 - August 2, 2019. This one is at Quad Cities IA. We will do simple work projects and help in the
Boy’s and Girl’s Club.

Beware of the Flamingos
Got that “special someone” in your life who could use a little more decoration to their yard? Your problems are over, because
the Evangel students are here to help! For a minimum donation of $20, we’ll provide a lovely display of 25 pink flamingos in
that person’s yard (or all 50 for only $39.95!), plus a large “You’ve Been Flocked!” sign for just the right touch! So why wait?
Fill out this order form and place it with your payment in Youth Director’s box.
We will notify you as soon as “the flock has landed”.
DATES FOR FLOCKING: April 22—May 24 (Depending on weather)
Thank you so much for supporting our Youth Mission Trips!
Their Name:____________________________________________________________________
Their Address:__________________________________________________________________
____ I have a preferred date of flocking: _________________
____ I have no preference of when the flocking happens
____$20 (minimum)
____ other amount: $_____________
(checks: Evangel UMC; memo: “flamingo fundraiser”)
Your Name:_______________________________________ Phone Number:______________________
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The Care Note this month is called “Prayers That Bring Comfort in Times of Grief”. This is available for
you at the Welcome Desk. Additional Care Note topics are available outside the Church Office.
Grief and loss are traveling companions. We may experience small losses that teach us to cope along
the way, we may have a disturbing conversation with one of our siblings, we may have our hours cut at
work, or our finances are struggling. As we work through the losses our grief subsides. We find ways to
mend fences with family or to budget in a more strict and consistent manor.
Deep grief follows dramatic losses like the death of a family member or dear friend. An accident robs us
of physical ability. Even though these may overwhelm us we can move through the grief to find renewed
hope. Prayer can be our guide through grief.
Prayer is the way. Whatever loss plunges us into grief, prayer is the way to find peace and wholeness
again. Prayer offers us the freedom to express our innermost feelings. The feelings of anger, fear,
sadness and overwhelming suffering must be acknowledged and dealt with in order for us to begin our
healing.
This Care Note will help you to use prayer on your journey of letting go.
Tremendous energy exists in grief… energy to create or energy that can destroy us. With God’s help we
can journey through our grief to find hope again.
Revelations 21:4 NIV
‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for
the old order of things has passed away.”

Project and Serving List for May
Frank & Becky Borchardt
Jim & Andrea Burnoski
Mike & Clancy Craven
Stephen & Collette Gallagher
Barbara Hammon
Lane & Anita Hermanson

Blair & Alicia Jameson
Bob & Beth Kanzelman
Tom & Brenda Kroening
Bob & Barb Lee
John & Arlene Morris

The monthly serving lists are made up of the members and friends of Evangel Church. Please note
that this is an important area of service to the church. We are requesting all on the serving committee to provide 2 dozen cookies for our Sunday Coffee Hours. Please drop off at the church by the
15th of the month. (Please no nuts or peanut butter.) Thank you!

Evangel Mega Kids Camp needs volunteers!
We will need you on July 29 - August 1 in the mornings if at all possible! Our Evangel Mega Kids Camp
will be bigger than ever this year and every volunteer will be needed. Even though we are still about 3
months out from our first day of camp we are receiving strong indications through early bird registration
that we will have a great turnout this year. Thank you for your consideration. We already ask much of
you but this is such a unique opportunity to share the Gospel we hope you might be able to join us.
A copy of our volunteer form is on page 9 for you to examine in case you might be able to help us this
year. You can either print it out and bring in your copy to the Church Office or see Clancy or Jim for a
copy at church. We would love to have you!

Joel and Julie Workman speaking May 19
On Sunday May 19th Joel and Julie Workman, with Greater Europe Missions, will speak at both the
8:49 am and 10:30 am services about their past and future endeavors serving as missionaries in the
Czech Republic.
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Community Ministry News, Opportunity and Events
Community Ministries will promote Christian mission work by encouraging the people of
Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions and to help youth-adults become active in such
mission projects. Community Ministries is committed to changing lives across the street
and throughout the Rochester area.
A Big Thanks To All Those Who Helped With The Wednesday Night Meals! It couldn’t
have been done without you! The meals will start up again about the middle of September.
Channel One Food Barrel. After an awesome Channel One Food Drive by the Sunday School
Classes in March and April, we still have a Blue Channel One Food Barrel in the coat room
providing more opportunity to contribute to Channel One Food Bank. For the month of May,
some kind of pasta is the suggested item – or any other non-perishable food.
The Woman’s Shelter. Evangel’s box for donations to the Woman’s Shelter is in our coat room
just off the main entrance. It keeps getting filled! Wow!
The F.L.O.C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) Gathering.
All are welcome whether novice or expert. Purpose of this group is to share fellowship and
faith while crocheting and knitting (or learning to crochet or knit). Plan to meet third
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 - 8:30 pm in the Fireside Room at Evangel. In May it’s
Tuesday the 21st. Bring your own projects, hooks, needles and yarn. We will help support
Prayer Shawl Ministry for those interested (yarn available). For more information contact
Jackie Hall (507) 358-4354 or Marcia O’Brien (507) 254-5731
Riverside School Backpack Food Program - Come help pack food for Riverside
Elementary School every Wednesday through May 15th. The packing is done in Room 223
from 4:00 to 5:00 pm.
The next Community Ministries Meeting will be in August.
Muffin Men Ministry
Muffins on Sunday, May 12th - 50 cents each!
Muffin Men Contact: Darryl Chutka: 289-9156

Welcoming the Stranger Seminar
Tuesday May 7
7:00 – 9:00pm
Autumn Ridge Church – 3611 Salem Rd SW, Rochester, MN 55902
Matthew Soerens and Liz Dong of the World Relief Organization will be presenting a free seminar that will
encourage us to think Biblically about the current immigration issue. The seminar will include stories, facts
about immigration, our Biblical call to respond, and a Q&A. To register please visit: signupforms.com/
registrations/18097.
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In Our Prayers—Please Pray For:

















Dixie Burson, Tom Burson’s mother, passed away on Friday April 19th. Prayers of
peace and comfort for Tom and his family
Sandy Foss, mother of Amy Greising – prayers for strength and healing
Shirley Rath, Norm Scherbenske’s cousin – prayers for healing
Jean Anderson – prayers for healing
Larry Frear – prayers for healing
Paula Jackson’s mom Carol is in hospice – prayers for her and her family
Gary Hebrink – prayers for healing and recovery
Pastor Bernie Daiker, Mary Nelson’s brother, passed away on Monday April 15th.
Prayers of peace and comfort for Mary and her family
Gayle Holter – prayers for healing
Hope Koutsoukos – prayers for continued healing
Donna Betcher – prayers for strength as she battles cancer
Wayne Bastian – prayers for health
Jim & Andrea Burnoski’s grandson - prayers for health and healing
Mary Ann Kirkwood – prayers for healing and recovery
Bart Brown – prayers for healing
Vesta Case – prayers for healing

EVANGEL’S MEGA KIDS CAMP VOLUNTEER FORM
Monday, July 29—Thursday, August 1
8 am -12:45 pm at CENTURY HIGH SCHOOL

Would you like to make a difference and have fun at the same time? Join the EVANGEL MEGA KIDS CAMP team!
From singing songs to telling stories to just hanging out with kids, there’s a place for you at EVANGEL’S MEGA CAMP.
WE NEED PEOPLE TO HELP WITH……
(Check the boxes next to the jobs you are interested in.)

□ Welcoming Committee (directing traffic on our first day) - 8:00 - 9:30 am
□ Huddle Coaches (leading a group of 5–8 kids, circle top 3 choices) - All Morning
Soccer

Basketball

Cheerleading Creative Art Project Adventure Track
Track First Responders Weather & Wildlife

Horseback-Riding

□ Snack Coaches (organizing snacks) - All Morning
□ Safety Coaches (Medical Professionals running the first aid station) - All Morning
□ Registration Coaches (organizing registration table) - Daily 8:00 - 9:30 am
□ Prayer Coaches (leading a prayer team) – Prior, during, and after VBS
□ Pre-School Coaches (leading and organizing the event)
Up To Date Background Check (Circle One):

Yes No

YOUR NAME: ___________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER: ______________________________________
EMAIL: ________________________________________________
If you are interested in volunteering or have questions about the volunteer positions, please call or email the
Church Office at: (507) 289- 4817, office@evangelum.org OR turn in this form to the Church Office. Thank you.
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Mission Update

Evangel’s Mission Team met on April 2nd. We spent time reviewing our correspondence and the Connect
Group Forum from March. All felt it was very worthwhile and that we should look at other such missions
forums in the future. We approved disbursements for: the Robert’s with the Frontiers organization; the
Satre’s with Wycliffe Bible Translators; and the Sander’s with CRU.
Some of those we support will be home in the states this year. We talked about having these and more
of our missionaries sharing with the congregation later in the year. Scheduled are the Workman’s (with
Greater Europe Missions) on May 19th and the Williamson’s (with One Mission Society in Taiwan) on
Sept. 29th while others are being considered. We discussed how we might balance the maximum time
for the congregation with these folks along with time available on Sunday morning. We are considering
several plans. Keep watching for future congregation-missionary interaction opportunities.
Other discussions included EUMC hosting a disaster training session, other guests speaking to our
mission meetings, and having a Fall Connect Group for families to assemble kits for the Midwest Mission
Distribution Center. Don’t forget to check the Mission Team board to read about the missions we
support. You are always invited to attend our meetings or you may contact any member of our team if
you have questions or ideas about missions.

Thoughts on The Way Forward – Where are we now?
In late February of this year the United Methodist Church met in St. Louis, Missouri, in an attempt to deal
with some of the same thorny questions around human sexuality that have been dividing our nation.
Delegates at that special session of General Conference looked at three plans that had been at least
partially crafted by a group called the Commission on a Way Forward, plus a few other plans that were
submitted by interested groups.
As we reported in Evangel’s midweek E-blast immediately following the conference, as well as in our
April Pastor’s Column, a Traditional Plan that maintained our current standards on marriage while
adding greater accountability for clergy who violate those standards was passed. It wouldn’t be an understatement to say that this vote has created a great deal of “existential angst” in some corners of United Methodism. Still, the UMC had to wait for the Judicial Council, in their meeting at the end of April, to
review the legislation for constitutionality before we would know what, if any, disciplinary changes would
take effect next January 1st.
On Wednesday evening, May 8th, at 6:30 p.m., we’ll be holding a congregational meeting in the
Sanctuary for anyone who would like more information on what happened in February, how we got there
in the 1st place, and the conversations that are currently taking place in our denomination.
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SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

Every Sunday

Every Monday

Every Tuesday

Every Wednesday

Every Thursday

Every Friday

Every Saturday

8:49 am - Contemporary Worship

9:00 am - Sewing Circle
(224)

9:00 am - Women’s Bible
Study (221)

9:00 am - Faith & Fellowship
(221)

7:00 pm - Boy Scouts

9:10 am - Parent’s Café (132)

7:30 pm - Al-Anon
(Fellowship Hall)

5:30 pm - Cherub Choir
(Children’s Library)

9:30 am - Older Folders
(221)

6:00 pm - Praise Team
(Sanctuary)

3:30 pm - Mom’s in Prayer
(221)

7:00 pm - Chinese
Church

6:30 pm - Handbells (223/
Sanctuary)

9:10 am - Sunday School

7:30 pm - Evangel Choir
(Sanctuary)

10:30 am - Traditional Worship
10:30 am - Children’s Church
10:30 am - Adult Sunday School

1

2

9:00 am - Bible Story Time
(Children’s Library)

National Day of Prayer

3

4

4:00 pm - Backpack Food
Program (223)
4:45 pm - Wed. Night Meal
(last one - will start again in
September)
5:45 pm - Confirmation (224)

5 Confirmation Sunday

6

7

8

9

10

11

6:30 pm - Youth Group

11:30 am - Quilter’s
Sew-ciety

6:30 pm - Missions
Committee (221)

9:00 am - Bible Story Time
(Children’s Library)

6:30 pm - Finance (221)

Mothers of Multiples
Rummage Sale Set-up

Mothers of Multiples
Rummage Sale

6:00 pm - Quilter’s
Sew-ciety

6:45 pm - American Heritage
Girls Troop Meeting

1:00 pm - Quilting & More
(224)

6:30 pm - Christian
Education (223)

7:00 pm - Welcoming the
Stranger Seminar (Autumn
Ridge Church)

4:00 pm - Backpack Food
Program (223)

7:00 pm - SPRC (224)

5:00 pm - Bible Story time
Concert (Sanctuary)

6:30 pm - Eve Circle (221)

6:30 pm - Congregational
Meeting (Sanctuary)

12 Mother’s Day

13

14

15

16

17

18

MUFFIN MEN

6:30 pm - Evangel Mom’s
(224)

1:00 pm - Channel One Food
Warehouse Help (Channel
One Foodshelf)

4:00 pm - Backpack Food
Program

11:30 am - UMW Potluck
(Dinette)

6:30 pm - Allegro
Recital (Sanctuary)

Early Response
Disaster Relief
Training (Albert Lea)

2:00 pm - Chinese Church
Sister Group (119)

6:45 pm - Interested
Investors (223)

6:30 pm - Youth Group

5:00 pm - Good News
Daycare Family
Engagement Hour
(Dinette)

6:30 pm - JAM Session
(Fellowship Hall)
6:30 pm - Trustees (221)

7:00 pm - S.O.S (Fireside)

7:00 pm - American Heritage
Girls Board Meeting

19

20

21

LAST DAY OF SUNDAY
SCHOOL

6:30 pm - Church Council
(224)

9:00 am - Cut-Ups at Assisi
Heights

2:00 pm - Kids Club (Quarry
Hill)

26

22

6:30 pm - F.L.O.C.K (221)

27 Memorial Day

28

OFFICE CLOSED

6:30 pm - JAM Session
(Fellowship Hall)

23

24

25

4:00 pm - Good News
Daycare Graduation (Gym
& Dinette)

8:00 pm - Youth
Lock-in

Youth Trip to Valley
Fair

7:00 pm - Al-Anon Open
Speaker (Fellowship Hall)

6:45 pm - American Heritage
Girls Award Ceremony (Gym
& Dinette)

6:30 pm - Youth Group

12:00 pm - Ross &
Delores Anniversary
(Sanctuary)

29

30

31
LAST DAY OF
SCHOOL
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Evangel Church exists to love God, love others, and be
Christ’s hands and feet in the world.

Mega Kids Camp
Dates: Monday, July 29 - Thursday, August 1 2019
Time: 8:00 am – 12:45 pm
Location: Century High School
Price: $30 – Early Bird Registration: April 1 - May 31
$40 – Starting June 1
(Scholarships available—Please call the church office at 507-289-4817)

REGISTRATION IS OPEN – REGISTER NOW!
3 ways to register:
Visit www.evangelum.org and follow the Mega Kids Camp link
Fill out a form at the Welcome Center at Church and turn in
Call 507-289-4817

Phone Number: 507-289-4817

Website: www.evangelum.org

