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From Pastor Mark
Depending upon how closely you follow the news in our denomination, you might be aware that our
Council of Bishops has called a special session of General Conference for this February in St. Louis,
MO. This special gathering arose out of the 2016 General Conference, held in Portland, OR, when a
group of UM leaders from across the theological spectrum asked the Council of Bishops to help our
denomination find a way forward in the midst of growing disagreements over human sexuality.
In response, our Bishops formed a new committee comprised of persons representing every
geographical and theological wing of the church, and tasked them with drafting plans and legislation
for the larger church to consider. Called the Commission on a Way Forward, this group, which met
nine times over seventeen months, worked on three different plans, all of which will be available for
discussion and perfecting in St. Louis.
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The Traditionalist Plan would maintain our current global United Methodist teaching on human
sexuality, while simultaneously seeking to increase accountability for pastors, churches, and annual
conferences who willfully violate our standards. The final authors of this plan (the Commission itself
did not complete it) also sought to include a “gracious exit” provision that would allow individual
congregations or entire annual conferences that could not live with our current positions on sexuality
to withdraw from the United Methodist Church with their property intact.
The One Church Plan, endorsed by the Council of Bishops, would remove all of the restrictive
language on homosexuality from our Book of Discipline. It would then allow but not require United
Methodist clergy to perform same-gender weddings where legal, and allow but not require annual
conferences to ordain LGBTQ pastors. Advocates for the One Church Plan argue it would create
space to allow pastors and congregations to “contextualize” their ministry.

The Connectional Conference Plan would create “three values-based connectional conferences” in
the U.S., and provide for central conferences to align with one of those connectional conferences or
become one of their own. One connectional conference would be comprised of churches, and pastors,
who support our current teaching and standards on sexuality; a second would reflect the values of the
9
one church plan; a third, progressive conference, would require all clergy and churches to be fully
inclusive. Annual Conferences would vote on which Connectional Conference they wished to affiliate
with, and if a congregation disagreed with the approach taken by their annual conference they could
10 vote to withdraw and affiliate with a different connectional conference. The three Connectional Conferences would have their own Bishops and operate separately, but would come together under one
umbrella to support global missional and relief programs.
11

Unfortunately, each of these plans faces major obstacles. The United Methodist Judicial Council has
already ruled that elements in both the Traditionalist and One Church Plans are unconstitutional. This
means either that these elements must be revised, or that they would require the passage of new constitutional amendments to fully implement. Because constitutional amendments require a supermajority (2/3 vote at General
Conference, along with similar aggregate numbers in our annual
conferences), they are historically difficult to pass. This is where the Connectional Conference Plan,
which at least one of our bishops has called the true One Church Plan, is problematic. It would require the passage of nine constitutional amendments to
implement, and most observers doubt
that this is possible.

Continued on next page...
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While space does not permit me to describe the various plans in greater depth, if you'd like to read more
about them there are several websites offering more information. Several bishops have recently created a site
pushing the One Church Plan, and you can find it at https://onechurchplan.org/. For a fairly mainstream take
on things you might visit https://um-insight.net/. You'll likely find the most comprehensive listing of articles
at https://peopleneedjesus.net/, a site maintained by Chris Ritter, an elder in the Illinois Great River Annual
Conference. Just click on the square entitled A Continually Updated Compendium of All Things Way
Forward.
And finally, if you're having trouble sleeping, you can read all three plans (240 pages) in their entirety at:
http://cdnfiles.umc.org/Website_Properties/general-conference/2019/documents/general-conference-2019adca-english.pdf. I'll be writing more about these plans in the February newsletter. In the meantime, I'd
simply ask that you be in prayer for the upcoming special session, for our delegates, and for the United
Methodist Church, as we seek God's leading together.
In Christ,

Evangelism Cohort Update
In September, Evangel church leaders began their second and final year as members of
Rochester’s Evangelism Cohort. Sponsored and led by the Billy Graham School of Evangelism
at Wheaton College, the mission of the Cohort is to help churches make outreach and
evangelism organic to everything they do. We’re involved because we see this as one piece of
our strategic plan to shift away from operating out of an attractional model to a more missional
model.
Jeff Lansdowne is serving as our Outreach Influence Leader, and we’ve asked him to work
with our small groups and ministry teams to explore ways that they be more intentional about
reaching out beyond our walls. Be looking for him to contact your team!

Charge Conference Rescheduled
Due to inclement weather, the Cluster Charge Conference that we were scheduled to participate in on December 2nd was canceled. We’ve now rescheduled our Charge Conference for
Sunday, January 6th, at 11:45 am at Evangel Church. All members of the church are invited to
participate.

The Exploring Leadership Internship (ELI) Project
Do you know of a college or possibly a high school student interested in exploring fulltime
ministry? The Minnesota Annual Conference of the Methodist Church has a summer intern
program that they may be interested in. The Exploring Leadership Internship (ELI) Project
encourages and supports young adults who are exploring a call to ordained ministry. An intern
would be placed at a host church for 10 weeks. Some of the endeavors that the intern would be
asked to take on would be gaining experience by preaching and/or leading a Bible study or
devotional, participating in worship and planning of worship, becoming involved in outreach
events, observing leadership development/discipleship ministry, and providing pastoral care.
Through exposure to a wide variety of ministries, the intern would gain an understanding of what
it really means to be in ministry in a local church.
Please contact Pastor Mark Rader or Clancy Craven for more information. Students can also
apply online at https://www.eliprojectmn.com/
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United Methodist Women
Eve Circle

Monday, Jan 7th at 6:30 p.m.
Location: Fireside Room

Lydia Circle

Thursday, Jan 17th at 1 p.m. (Fireside Room)
Hostess:
Beth Hoverman
Leader:
Remona Kisrow
Program:
Prayer & Self-Denial

Sewing Circle

Every Monday at Evangel Church (Room 224)
from 9-11:30 a.m. Donations of gently-used sheets are
always welcome and more cotton fabric is also needed.
Thank you.
Always inviting ladies to join us!

Mom’s Circle

Take a break and join us for coffee, snacks, laughter,
and fellowship. Please contact Jen Hull at 507-285-4838
with questions. Childcare is provide.
Meeting details in Sunday Bulletins.

The Cut-Ups
Tuesday, January 15th from 9 am - 12pm at Assisi Heights
Happy New Year! If you made a resolution to try something new in 2019, come join us at Assisi
Heights on Tuesday, January 15 9am-noon. (You need not come right at 9 or stay the entire time;
whatever time works with your schedule is fine.) We put our hands to work cutting out infant items
for the Bundles of Love sewers to sew. No experience is required. If you need directions for where
to go at Assisi, email Brenda Gaskell at humbird5@charter.net
The website bundlesoflove.org will give you more information on what they do and other ways you
can get involved.

Quilting & More
Wednesday, January 9th from 1-3 p.m.
All are welcome! Bring your own project to work on whether it be a
prayer shawl, pocket prayer shawl, or something of your
choice. Join in the fun and fellowship. Quilting and More meets
every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 1-3 p.m.
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Evangel Christian Education
Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org
Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org
Phone: (507) 289-4817

Christian Education Calendar
Every Sunday……………………….... Sunday School for all ages
Every Wednesday..............................Bible Story Time (Religion Release) for daycare children
Tuesday, Jan. 1……………………….Happy New Year!
Thursday, Jan 10. ……………………“Champions” Basketball begins for the winter
Sunday, Jan. 6……………………….. 1st Sunday School session of 2019
Monday, Jan. 7………………………..Christian Education Team Meeting
Sunday, Jan. 13……………………….Winter Connect Groups Begin
Sunday, Jan. 20..................................E-Wam to Paint at Family Promise
Sunday, Jan. 27……………………….Kid’s Club to “Bowlocity”

Kid’s Club - January Event! “Bowlocity” Center
Sunday, January 27th from 2- 4 p.m.
Our January event is a fun one! Kid’s Club will be going to “Bowlocity” for an afternoon of bowling, laser
tag, arcade games, and snacks! Here are the details:
When: Sunday January 27th from 2pm –4pm
Where: “Bowlocity” - 2810 North Broadway
Who: ALL CHILDREN Kindergarten through youth, families, and friends.
Cost: $8 (includes one round of laser tag, 1 game of bowling, shoe rental, $5 in arcade games and
snacks) an $18 value.
Help us get Evangel KID’S Club off to a great start this January! Send home the Kids Club flyers and encourage kids and parents to sign up on the KIDS Club section of the youth bulletin board or contact Jim
or Clancy. Friends and family welcome too!! See you at KIDS Club!
Jim Klepper: jklepper@evangelum.org; Clancy Craven: ccraven@evangelum.org

Thank You for the Best Children’s Christmas Program!
The Evangel Christian Education Department wishes to thank all children, parents, teachers and church
family for a wonderful Christmas program in 2018!











Our children presented class parts and sang songs with all the joy and wonder of Christmas!
Our teachers prepared the children with love and excellence... helping them to present their
parts with confidence and joy!
Our Youth Band and Choir set the stage with beautiful rendition of “Little Drummer Boy”.
Our Cherub Choir sang songs of worship with great faith and gusto... bringing smiles to all!
Our Youth choir sang a beautiful anthem.
The Henrichs Family and Grade 6-8 class presented an unforgettable telling and pantomime of
the Christmas story in full costume!
We shared a unique and charming look at the first ones to witness the birth of Jesus; the
animals in the stable!
Our technicians made sure all could see and hear and blessed us with atmosphere to help the
story of Christmas come alive!
Our parents and church members made hundreds of cookies and bars to feed us before and
after the program. Yum!
Our church family celebrated like never before the Baby who changed everything;
Emmanuel: “God is with Us!” Happy Birthday Jesus... Our Savior and King!
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Christian Education to Vision Library Ministry - Join Us!
Evangel Christian Education will be exploring the future of our Adult, Children’s and Audio Visual Libraries
in the next few months. In an ever changing digital world, what is the best way to utilize our spaces and
our resources to help children, youth, and adults connect with God?
Should our Library space include a coffeehouse environment?
Are hardcover books still the best way to help our children learn about Jesus on individualized time?
What are examples of cutting edge library/hospitality ministries in church’s across the country?
How can we engage our Rochester community in some ways through our Evangel Library/Coffeehouse
Ministries?
These are just a few questions we will explore as we look toward an exciting future of our Evangel
Library Ministries! If you would like to be included in the discussion AND implementation of new and
exciting library ministries, please contact the Christian Education department and we will let you know
when we will gather. All are welcome. We need your input!
Jim Klepper jklepper@evangelum.org & Clancy Craven ccraven@evangelum.org

Winter Connect Groups
(10) opportunities await you for your spiritual growth, exploring faith and making new friends! This is one
of our most exciting Connect Group line ups yet, including city-wide Forums and mission outreach
opportunities! Please check the lobby display to sign-up and to explore color brochures with detailed
descriptions for every class. Hope to see you in a Connect Group this winter. Invite your friends and
neighbors! This is for everybody!
Class

Teacher

Location

Time

Sunday’s:
Parent’s Café

Jen & Steve Hull, Anita &
Lane Hermanson

Rm. 132

9:10 am

Faith & Fellowship

Various Teachers

Rm. 221

9 - 9:45am

My One Word

Randy & Gloria Jensen

Rm. 221

6-7:30pm

E-Wam (Worship and Mission)

Jim Klepper & Clancy
Craven

Family Promise 8:49 am - Worship
10:30 am - Mission

Let’s Go to the Movies!

Jan Bruhnke and Amy
Klepper

Wehrenberg
Theatre

Early Evening

Meet the New Mayor of Rochester!

One Night Forum
Jim Klepper (Host)

Sanctuary

TBA

Conquering Your Giants

Jim Klepper

221

6:30 pm

Super Hero’s Needed: How to Become Involved
In Disaster Relief and Recovery Activities

Mission Team

224

March 5
6:30 - 8 pm

Wednesday Night Meals

Good Cooks

Dinette

4:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Backpack Program for Riverside School

Dennis Butterbaugh

Gymnasium

4 - 5:30pm

Tuesday’s

Wednesday’s:

Please be sure to visit the mega big display in the Lobby for full color brochures with all the
details, sign-up sheets, book samples, etc. Don’t miss out on all the fun and excitement of
Evangel Connect Groups this winter!
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Please save the date for this year’s Mega Kids Camp on July 29th - August 1st 2019. This year’s
theme is “FUNdamentals” and will show kids how to be great teammates through both sports stories and
Bible stories about Jesus and his team of disciples. Kids will discover what it means to put team first.
Fun music, Mega Mascot, sports training, arts, horses and adventure will all be included. New tracks
will be offered this year including Weather Lab with KAAL TV and Police and Fireman basics featuring Rochester Police and Firemen. We are
expecting over 300 kids this year for the best Kids
Camp of the summer!

January E-Wam heading to “Family Promise” on January 20! Please help
us paint!
Evangel is committed to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our community. Once a month, we offer
worship followed by a mission opportunity all in the same day. We call this E-WAM (Evangel Worship and Mission)
Our E -Wam for January will be to paint for “Family Promise” of Rochester… an organization
faithfully serving the homeless family population of our city. Family Promise is requesting help to
beautify their facilities and make it more welcoming for those they serve. “Family Promise” is a
wonderful ministry so let’s help them help the homeless!!
Painting at Family Promise
Sunday January 20
Meet in Evangel Lobby at 10:15
Car pool or drive separately to Family Promise in Rochester
Stay for as long as you wish (1 hour or the rest of the day)
Bring painting equipment and we will also provide some supplies
Questions? Contact Jim Klepper at jklepper@evangelum.org or Clancy Craven at
ccraven@evangelum.org
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RIOT News

Newsletter Title

Russ Bruhnke (rebuhnke@gmail.com) 507 226-1138

With the excitement surrounding our Saviors birth, we now begin a new year.
Many of us have made New Year’s resolutions in hopes of bringing some wanted
or needed change to our lives. How about a resolution to get to know Jesus
better? To more closely follow His footsteps while He was on this earth. Maybe to
see ourselves and others through His eyes? Jesus can provide the rock and
foundation for everything we do. Resolve to let Him be your guide this year!
Jesus can provide that needed change you so desperately seek.

Upcoming events:
Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser: We will again be making subs to sell for
Superbowl Sunday! The proceeds go toward your Mission Trip! See the signup
on the Youth board.
Youth Banquet: “Escape to the Tropics” will be held on the evening of Saturday,
February 23rd. Mark your calendars for this fun and very important fundraiser for
youth mission trips. Appetizers, dinner, and entertainment will be provided by
Evangel youth. You won't want to miss this! Please plan to attend.
Thank you!
Mission Trips
Mission trips have been scheduled! Limited spaces are available. To reserve your spot,
contact Russ!
Sr High:
June 30th –July5th,2019. We will be going to Benton Harbor, MI. where we will be remodeling a
youth center and working with the local citizens. 12 spaces available.
Jr High:
July 28th – Aug 2nd, 2019. This one is at Quad Cities IA. We will do simple work projects and
help out in the Boy’s and Girl’s Club. 5 spaces are available.
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Community Ministry News, Opportunities, and Events
Community Ministries will promote Christian mission work by
encouraging the people of Evangel to volunteer, give to local missions, and to help youth adults become active in such mission projects. Community Ministries is committed to
changing lives across the street and throughout the Rochester area.
Wednesday Night Meals – HELP NEED! Servers and preparers are needed to keep the meals
going. If you’re able to do either, sign up at the welcome desk. We need
3 -4 servers each meal. Jackie and Gordy Hall need periodic help at preparing. If you can do
that – talk to Jackie or Gordy. Set up begins shortly after 4 pm.
Channel One Food Barrel. The food for the month of January is soup or whatever nonperishable food you want to donate. The barrel is located right inside the coat room on the left. Good
job in filling it!
The Woman’s Shelter. WOW! – the woman shelter collection box has been over flowing! Keep
it Up! The box is located in our coat room just off the main entrance. The shelter is always looking
for clothes.
The F.L.O .C.K. (Faithful Lovers of Crochet & Knitting) Gathering.
All are welcome whether novice or expert. Purpose of this group is to share fellowship and
faith while crocheting and knitting. (or learning to crochet or knit) Plan to meet third Tuesday of the month at 6:30-8:30 pm in the Fireside Room at Evangel. In January it’s Tuesday
the 15th. Bring your own projects, hooks, needles and yarn. Questions? Contact Jackie Hall
(507) 358 4354 or Marcia O’Brien (507) 254 5731
Riverside School Backpack Food Program – HELP IS NEED! Come help pack food for
Riverside Elementary School every Wednesday, except January 2, down in the multi-purpose
room from 4:00 to a little after 5:00 pm – then have a Wednesday Night Meal.
Community Ministries will be meeting January 28

Muffin Men Ministry
Muffins on Sunday, January 13th — 50 cents each!
Supports our Community Ministries!

January 2019
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In Our Prayers—Please Pray For:

















Jean Anderson – prayers for healing
Larry Frear – prayers for healing
Paula Jackson Aderogba’s mom Carol is in hospice – prayers for her and
family
Leon and Linda Gregg’s granddaughter Amanda (3 ½ months old) – prayers
for healing and recovery from heart surgery.
Romayne Thompson – prayers for son’s healing
Cris Ramaker – prayers for healing
Paula Jackson’s 10-year-old nephew Tyler Holst – prayers for healing
Corky Gaskell’s niece Lesley – prayers for healing
Ed Manthei - Cardiac problems - prayers for successful procedure
Wayne Bastian – prayers for health
Jim & Andrea Burnoski’s grandson - prayers for health and healing
Floyd Randal – prayers for healing
Bob Zerr – prayers for healing
Les Hegna – foot surgery – prayers for healing
Robert Hoar – prayers for healing and recovery
Barbara Johnson Verneo – prayers for healing

Project and Serving List for January
Wayne & Marilyn Bastian
Abe & Kelly Burson
Linda & Leon Gregg
Peter & Kari Larson
Tim & Bev Morgan

Al & Val Rieke
Jessie Shanklin
Al & Jean Vrieze
Brenda & James White

The monthly serving lists are made up of the members and friends of Evangel Church. Please
note that this is an important area of service to the church. We are requesting all on the serving
committee to provide 2 dozen cookies for our Sunday Coffee Hours. Please drop off at the
church by the 15th of the month.
(Please no nuts or peanut butter.) Thank you!

Holiday Ultreya
When: Sunday, January 6th - 5:30 pm
Where: Bob and Karen Craven’s
1120 7th Street SW
Rochester, MN 55902
Please bring a hors d’oeurves to share.
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Evangel’s Mission Team met on December 4th. As we approached the end of 2018, we looked
at what remained in our budget and approved disbursements for support of (4) Evangel UMC
folks (Gordy and Jackie Hall, Jo Spencer, and Allison Garrett) who will be going on a mission trip
to Jamaica in January, and of Trevor & Cassie Long working with the Navigators. Don’t forget to
check the Mission Team board to read about these missions and others we support.
We looked ahead to a Connect Group we’re coordinating in March entitled “How to Become
Involved in Disaster Relief and Recovery Activities” with a presentation by Tanya Oberg, Disaster
Response Coordinator for our district in the Minnesota Conference. This will show the many
ways each of us here at Evangel can become involved in helping with relief and recovery efforts
as disasters arise.
We also spent time discussing our budget for 2019 and how to put together a policy which
maximizes our support as we give in the future. Our next meeting will be February 5, 2019 at
6:30pm. At that time we will finalize our mission giving plan. You are always invited to attend
our meetings or you many contact any member of our team if you have questions or ideas about
missions.

Opportunities Available!
Are you fascinated by other people and places? Do you tend to listen intently when mission
speakers come to Evangel and talk about their ministries? Have you been financially supporting
a foreign missionary, or perhaps a child through a ministry like Compassion International? If
you can answer yes to any of these questions, you might be a perfect fit for Evangel’s Mission
Team. This group (generally) meets monthly, and they help drive our non-local mission ministry
by interviewing missionaries, arranging opportunities for them to share, and directing financial
support. We have a few spots opening up on this team. If you’d like to be involved in this
ministry at Evangel please contact Pastor Mark, Scott Kerl, or Becky Pierce.

Online and Technology

January 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

Every Sunday

Every Monday

Every Tuesday

Every Wednesday

Every Thursday

Every Friday

Every Saturday

8:49 am - Contemporary
Worship
9:10 am - Faith and
Fellowship (Fireside)
9:10 am - Parent’s Café
(132)

9 am - Sewing Circle (224)

9 am - Women’s Bible Study
(Fireside)

7 pm - Boy Scouts
7:30 pm - Al-Anon
(Fellowship Hall)

9:10 am - Sunday School
(All Ages)
10:30 am - Traditional
worship

9 am - Bible Story Time
(Children’s Library

9:30 am - Older Folders
(Fireside)

4 pm - Backpack Food
Program (Multi-Purpose
Room)

3:30 pm - Mom’s in Prayer
(Fireside)

4:45 pm - Wednesday Night
Meals (Dinette)

4:15 pm - Champions
Basketball (Multi-purpose
Room)

5:30 pm - Cherub Choir
(Children’s Library)

6:30 pm - Handbell Choir
(223/Sanctuary)

5:45 pm - Confirmation (224)

7:30 pm - Senior Choir
(Sanctuary)

6 pm - Praise Team
(Sanctuary)

10:30 am - Adult Sunday
School

4:45 pm - Champions
Basketball (Multipurpose Room)
7 pm - Chinese Church

10:30 am - Adult Sunday
School

1

2
Office Closed

3

4

5

11

12

18

19

25

26

No Backpack Food
Program

6

7

8

9

10

11:45 am - Charge
Conference at Evangel

11:30 am - Quilter’s
Sew-ciety

6:30 pm - Jam Session
(Fellowship Hall)

1 pm - Quilting & More (224)

6:30 pm - Finance Meeting

6 pm - Quilter’s Sew-ciety

6:30 pm - Trustees (Fireside)

16

17

5:30 pm - Holiday Ultreya
(Bob and Karen Craven’s)

6:30 pm - Christian
Education
6:30 pm - Eve Circle
(Fireside)

13
2 pm - Chinese Church
Sister Group (119)

7 pm - American Heritage
Girls Board Meeting

14

15

6:30 pm - Evangel Mom’s
(224)

9 am - Cut-Ups at Assisi
Heights

1 pm - Lydia Circle
(Fireside)

6:30 pm - Tech Committee

6:30 pm - The F.L.O.C.K
(Fireside)

5 pm - Good News Daycare Family Engagement
Hour (Dinette)

6:45 pm - American Heritage
Girls Troop Meeting

7 pm - S.O.S (Fireside)

20

21

22

10:30 am - E-Wam to
paint at Family Promise

Martin Luther King Jr.
Day

6:30 pm - Jam Session
(Fellowship Hall)

6pm - Connect Group: My
One Word (Fireside)

6:30 pm - Church Council

6:30 pm - Connect Group:
Conquering Your Giants
(Fireside)

27

28

29

2 pm - Kids Club Event at
Bowlocity Center

6 pm - Community Ministries (224)

6:45 pm - American Heritage
Girls Award Ceremony

6pm - Connect Group: My
One Word (Fireside)

6:30 pm - Connect Group:
Conquering Your Giants
(Fireside)

23

24

30

31
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