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Announcements 

FABC Elders 

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church 
10050 Ferguson Avenue  Savannah, Georgia 31406 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

Chr is tmas  Eve ❖  December 24,  2023  

Christmas Eve Service 

Tonight there is a communion service with lessons and carols beginning at 5:00 p.m. 
Please join us for this special service! Invite your family and friends! 
 

Church Office Closed 

The church office will be closed on Monday and Tuesday, December 25 and 26 for the 

Christmas holidays. 
 

Wednesday Night 

There are no activities scheduled for Wednesday, December 27. On January 3, all nor-

mal activities resume! 
 

New Year’s Eve Chili Cookoff 

Bring your favorite batch of chili and see how you match up with the competition! You 

are also welcome to bring side dishes. December 31 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 

New Sunday School Classes! 

Sunday, January 7, we have 3 new Sunday School classes beginning! Tom Keller will 

teach a New Members’ Class that runs for five weeks. Steve Posner will begin a study of 

Exodus. (His class will not meet today nor next week.) On January 14, Tamera Smith 

will begin a study of Daniel using the book Heaven Rules by Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth. 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

Beginning the week of January 7, the weekly women’s Bible studies will begin using 

the book The Well-Watered Woman, by Gretchen Saffles. The class meets for nine weeks. 

 Tuesday’s class meets at 6:30 on January 9 with Emily Wise, and Thursday’s class 

meets at 6:15 on January 11 with Jessica Dimmitt. Reach out to either of them if you 

are interested in joining! 
 

Joy Class 

The ladies’ Joy Class will resume meeting in the fellowship hall at 9:00 a.m. on Tues-

day, January 9. All women are welcome! 
 

Deacon News 

There is a Deacons’ Meeting on Tuesday, January 9, at 7:00 p.m. Their annual retreat 

is scheduled for January 26-27. 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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Christmas Eve ❖  December 24 , 2023  

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Luke 2:10-14 
Pew Bible p. 857 

 

Hymn #93, bulletin p. 7 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Steve Posner 
Isaiah 53:4-6 

Pew Bible p. 614 
 

Hymn #98, bulletin p. 8 
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Matthew 2:1-11 

Lance Ficek 
Pew Bible pp. 807-808 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 9 
“Behold the Word” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Mary of Nazareth, Part 2 
Christmas 2023 #2 

Luke 1:46-55, Pew Bible p. 856 
  

Hymn, bulletin p. 10 
“Christmas Doxology” 
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A.M. Notes 

Continued on p. 4 

Mary of Nazareth, Part 2 
Christmas 2023 #2 

Luke 1:46-55 
 

Characteristics of Biblical Spirituality  

1. Recognition of God’s Gracious Working Throughout History 

 

Christianity is distinguished among the world’s faiths and philosophies for its bold 

belief that God is present in human history.  

 

 

 

Theology of remembrance - historical memory serves to establish a continuity be-

tween each new generation and the decisive events of the past. …Remembrance 

equals participation.  

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 51:1-2  

 

 

 

 

God is always the God of history …We may be tempted to seek a direct path 

through inner religious experience. 

 

 

 

 

The life of faith revealed and nurtured in the biblical narrative is highly personal 

but never merely individual: always there is a family, a tribe, and a nation—church.  

 

 

 

 

2. Receptivity to God’s Grace as Manifested in One’s Own Life 

 

 

From the very inception of the universe, it is God who creates, God who establish-

es, God who calls forth order and life and beauty and meaning. and it is God who 

initiates relationship with the human creatures God has hand-crafted in his own 

image and to whom God has imparted his own life-breath.  
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When the intimacy of that relationship is violated by human disobedience, God 

still comes to Adam and Eve with the most important question ever asked: “Where 

are you?”.  

 

 

 

 

By God’s grace, the Spirit hovered over the waters bringing creation out of chaos. By 

God’s grace, the Spirit hovered over Mary bringing God-life to the virgin void within 

her. And by God’s grace, the same Spirit hovers over the broken fragments of our 

lives and redeems us so we cry out “Abba, Father” in a new relationship of intima-

cy.  

 

 

 

 

First, Mary was prepared to receive God in expected ways. She was able to recog-

nize God’s faithfulness because she was well acquainted with God’s ways.  

 

 

 

 

Exodus 33:13  

 

 

 

 

 

Mary also shows us how to remain open to God acting in unexpected ways. 

Continued from p. 3 
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Anonymous 
   In appreciation of our staff and church family 
 

Sylvia Blue and Dennis Morgan 
  In Memory of Charles and Mrs. Blue, William and Evie Kinney, and Willie, Mildred, Emma, 
Danny and Roger Morgan 
 

Jim and Rita Campbell 
   In memory of Harry Tucker Campbell, Jr. 
 
Sue Crews and family 
  In memory of Charlie Crews 

 
Bob and Cindy Dimmitt 
   In memory of Anna Louise Dimmitt and Beverly Miles 
 

Danny and Janet Edwards 
  In memory of their parents, Vernon and Ruth Fields and Willis and Beulah Edwards, their 
brothers Larry Fields, Buddy Edwards and Ronnie Edwards, their sister-in-law, Jennifer Fields, 
and their son Chris Edwards 

 
June Erlandson 
   In memory of Ed and Doris Erlandson, and John Erlandson 
 
Howard and Lynn Ernst 

   In memory of Sally Ernst 
 
Jeanie Groover 
  In memory of Ray Groover 

 
Beth Lewis 
  In memory of Sandy Boyd 
 
Steve and Barbara Mason 

  In Memory of Buck and Bobbie Lariscy, and Ripley and Myrtle Mason 
 
Jay and Lisa Rowe 
   In memory of J.E. Rowe, Sr., Diane Rowe, and Tricia Lanier 

 
Linda Walker 
   In memory of Albert Walker, and Henry D. and Mary L. Miller 
 

Billy and Brenda Waters 
  In memory of Louis and Ruby Rahn 
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December: 
24   Christmas Eve Service 5:00 p.m. 

25  Christmas Day: Office Closed 

26  Day After Christmas: Office Closed 

31  Annual NYE Cookoff: Chili 7:00 p.m. 

 

January: 
1  New Year’s Day: Office Closed 

3  Wednesday Night Activities Resume 

9, 11 Women’s Bible Study begins: The Well-Watered Woman (see p. 1) 

21  Quarterly Members’ Meeting TBA 

21  After Church Fellowship 7:00 p.m. 

Featured Content from Right Now Media  
 This week, we are featuring an animated telling of the Christmas story, The Story 

of Christmas. From the website: Based on the award-winning Spark Story Bible, the story 

of Jesus' birth comes alive for children with the help of Squiggles, an expressive little caterpil-

lar. In The Story of Christmas, the story of Jesus's birth in a stable comes alive for children in 

the first animated video from the Spark series. The Story of Christmas helps children laugh, 

wonder, and rejoice as they learn of God's love for the world in the gift of baby Jesus.  

 Log in, find our church page by clicking on Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church on 

the top right menu area, and click the link for The Spark Story Bible Adventure 

under our “Children!” channel. This is aimed at children aged 4-8. Enjoy! 
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Articles 
Six Reasons the Savior Was Born in a Stable 
By Geoff Chang  

 

 Every detail surrounding the incarnation is significant. The virgin birth, the par-

ents from Galilee, the journey to Bethlehem, the line of David, the shepherd, the 

angels, and many others are all strands woven into the tapestry of God’s work of 

redemption from the creation of the world. Therefore, every detail is worth medi-

tating on, even the smaller ones. In his sermon, “No Room for Christ in the Inn,” 

preached on December 21, 1862, Spurgeon meditates on Luke 2:7 and the fact that 

Christ was born in a stable and laid in a manger. Why is this detail significant? He 

gives six reasons: 

 
To show Christ’s humility 

 Would it have been fitting that the man who was to die naked on the cross 

should be robed in purple at his birth? Would it not have been inappropriate that 

the Redeemer who was to be buried in a borrowed tomb should be born anywhere 

but in the humblest shed, and housed anywhere but in the most ignoble manner? 

The manger and the cross standing at the two extremities of the Savior’s earthly life 

seem most fit and congruous the one to the other. He is to wear through life a peas-

ant’s garb; he is to associate with fishermen; the lowly are to be his disciples; the 

cold mountains are often to be his only bed; he is to say, “Foxes have holes, and 

the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head.” 

 
To declare Christ to be the king of the poor 

 With what pertinacity will workingmen cleave to a leader of their own order, 

believing in him because he knows their toils, sympathizes in their sorrows, and 

feels an interest in all their concerns. Great commanders have readily won the 

hearts of their soldiers by sharing their hardships and roughing it as if they be-

longed to the ranks. The King of Men who was born in Bethlehem, was not ex-

empted in his infancy from the common calamities of the poor, nay, his lot was 

even worse than theirs. I think I hear the shepherds comment on the manger-birth, 

“Ah!” said one to his fellow, “then he will not be like Herod the tyrant; he will re-

member the manger and feel for the poor; poor helpless infant, I feel a love for him 

even now, what miserable accommodation this cold world yields its Savior; it is not 

a Caesar that is born today; he will never trample down our fields with his armies, 

or slaughter our flocks for his courtiers, he will be the poor man’s friend, the peo-

ple’s monarch; according to the words of our shepherd-king, he shall judge the poor 

of the people; he shall save the children of the needy.” 

 
To invite the lowliest to come to him 

 We might tremble to approach a throne, but we cannot fear to approach a man-

ger… Never could there be a being more approachable than Christ. No rough 

guards pushed poor petitioners away; no array of officious friends were allowed to 

keep off the importunate widow or the man who clamored that his son might be 
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made whole; the hem of his garment was always trailing where sick folk could 

reach it, and he himself had a hand always ready to touch the disease, an ear to 

catch the faintest accents of misery, a soul going forth everywhere in rays of mercy, 

even as the light of the sun streams on every side beyond that orb itself. By being 

laid in a manger he proved himself a priest taken from among men, one who has 

suffered like his brethren, and therefore can be touched with a feeling of our infirmi-

ties. 

 
To show the freeness of his person to all who come 

 He had not to purchase admittance to the caravanserai, for it was free to all, and 

the stable especially so. Now, beloved, our Lord Jesus Christ was born in the stable 

of the inn to show how free he is to all comers. The Gospel is preached to every 

creature and shuts out none… Class exclusions are unknown here, and the preroga-

tives of caste are not acknowledged. No forms of etiquette are required in entering a 

stable; it cannot be an offense to enter the stable of a public caravanserai. So, if you 

desire to come to Christ you may come to him just as you are; you may come now. 

Whosoever among you hath the desire in his heart to trust Christ is free to do it. 

Jesus is free to you; he will receive you; he will welcome you with gladness, and to 

show this, I think, the young child was cradled in a manger. 

 
To give himself to those turned into beasts by sin 

 I believe our Lord was laid in the manger where the beasts were fed, to show that 

even beast-like men may come to him and live. No creature can be so degraded that 

Christ cannot lift it up. Fall it may, and seem to fall most certainly to hell, but the 

long and strong arm of Christ can reach it even in its most desperate degradation; 

he can bring it up from apparently hopeless ruin. If there be one who has strolled in 

here this morning whom society abhors, and who abhors himself, my Master in the 

stable with the beasts presents himself as able to save the vilest of the vile, and to 

accept the worst of the worst even now. Believe on him and he will make thee a 

new creature. 

 
To warn us about turning away from Christ 

 But as Christ was laid where beasts were fed, you will please to recollect that after 

he was gone beasts fed there again. It was only his presence which could glorify the 

manger, and here we learn that if Christ were taken away the world would go back 

to its former heathen darkness. Civilization itself would die out, at least that part of 

it which really civilizes man, if the religion of Jesus could be extinguished. If Christ 

were taken away from the human heart, the most holy would become debased 

again, and those who claim kinship with angels would soon prove that they have 

relationship to devils. The manger, I say, would be a manger for beasts still, if the 

Lord of Glory were withdrawn, and we should go back to our sins and our lusts if 

Christ should once take away his grace and leave us to ourselves.  
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Cast Your Burden Upon the Lord 
Written by Tim Challies 
 

 So much of what we experience in this life is so very heavy. So many of the bur-

dens God calls us to carry are so tremendously weighty that they threaten to crush 

us to the dust. We bear the weight of our own sin and depravity, the shame of doing 

evil and the pain of failing to do good. We bear the weight of other people’s sin and 

depravity as they hurt and harm us, sometimes intentionally and sometimes purely 

inadvertently. We bear the weight of griefs and losses, of illnesses and sorrows, of 

unhealthy bodies and infirm minds, of broken relationships and shattered dreams. 

We all at times stagger under the weight of all we are made to bear upon our weak 

shoulders. 

 It is in such times that we turn to God for help, in such times that we call upon 

his precious promises to sustain and uplift us. Among the best of them is this: “Cast 

your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never permit the righteous to be 

moved” (Psalm 55:22). When we are heavily burdened we are to take one specific 

action: cast. We are to throw or hurl or toss our burdens upon the Lord. We are to 

bring them to his attention and to plead with him for his help. And so we close our 

eyes and pray or we lift our eyes and cry out for his help, his assistance, his deliver-

ance. 

 What we want, no doubt, is for God to take them from us. We want him to lift 

the cross from our shoulders, to clear the sorrow from our hearts, to take the pain 

from our bodies, to relieve the torment from our minds, to chase the enemies from 

our lives. We want him to take that burden and remove it as far as east is from west, 

as far as heaven is from earth, as far as Everest is from the depths of the Mariana 

Trench. But we need to check our expectations, for this is not the promise he 

makes. 

 God’s promise is not that he will take the burden from us, but that he will sustain 

us as we bear it. God’s promise is not that he will free us from what ails us—not yet, 

at least—, but that he will enable us to carry it for as long as he deems fit. God’s 

promise is not that he will remove that burden but that he will support us so that we 

have no need to fear that we will stumble or fall. With God’s support, we have no 

need to fear that we will undermine the work he intends to do or to fail to remain 

faithful to the end. 

 For the fact is that it may be that God has purposes to accomplish in us that re-

quire us to bear our burden a little bit longer or that he has purposes to accom-

plish through us that require us to bear our burden a lot longer. Much of the work 

God carries out in this world is work that takes us through pain, through sorrows, 

through persecution, through all manner of deep and dark valleys. 

 It may be good and right in God’s eyes that the infertility lasts much longer than 

you desire, hope, and pray. It may be according to his purposes that prayers for the 

salvation of your spouse or child may seem to go unanswered for many more years 

or decades. It may be consistent with his wisdom that healing does not come, that 

the cloud does not lift, that relief is still many months away. It may be that you will 

need to bear these things until the end. But either way, you can be absolutely certain 

that as you bear, God will sustain. He means to not only sustain you, but to actually 

bless and better you through your tenacious, faithful obedience—to generate endur-

ance through your suffering, and character through your endurance, and hope 

through your character, as he increasingly conforms you to the image of his Son 

(Romans 5:3–5).  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Chatham Transitional Ministries 

Savannah, Georgia 

 

 

CTM ministers to men and women, practically 
and spiritually, as they are released from the 

Chatham County Detention Center in Savan-
nah, Georgia. Thousands of men and women 

are released each year with no access to work, 
accommodation, or funds to care for them-
selves.  They lack the knowledge and ability to 

change their situation. 
Chatham Transitional Ministries exists to assist 
those individuals who desire to live productive, 

reformed lives to: 

• hear the gospel of Jesus Christ 

• learn healthy life skills 

• find employment 

• locate housing 

• become involved in a local church 

• grow in Christian faith and ethics 

and all without any reliance on government 

assistance 
 
HOW DOES CTM DO ALL THAT? 

• Through relationships.  The best way to share a Christian worldview is by 

demonstrating caring involvement in the lives of people. CTM staff takes former 
inmates out on fun outings like bowling, fishing, and putt-putt golf, and provides 
opportunities for one-on-one mentoring and discipleship. 

• Through practical assistance. This includes help in countless forms, including: 

locating places for men and women to live, obtaining copies of birth certificates, 

visiting a church food closet, locating appropriate clothing for job interviews, and 
shuttling individuals to and from church services, interviews, Christian Recovery 

meetings, or fun activities. 

• By advocating. CTM staff actively meets with local pastors and congregations, 

speaks at shelters and in recovery programs, and contacts receptive local business 

owners and managers to promote opportunities for highly motivated former in-
mates to find work. Almost 400 individuals have been placed in local jobs with 

over 50 employers. 

• By God’s grace.  Everything that CTM does is in His service, and any success 

we’ve had is all due to God’s goodness and to the ongoing support of God’s peo-

ple.  We receive no government funding, but rely on God’s faithful provision for 
every need. 

 

Lorie Irish, Program Coordinator 
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Nursery December 24 
Babies: 

Jay & Lisa Rowe 
Toddlers: 

Sona Bailey, Debra Denney 
Preschoolers: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 

 

 

Nursery December 31 
Babies: 

Donna Martin, Ceci Sheffield, 
Susan Su 

Toddlers: 

Carolyn Blanton, Cindy Wise 
Preschoolers: 

Jim & Heather Schraeder 

Right Now Media 
If you would like a free subscription to 

Right Now Media use this link: 
 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga 
 

or scan this QR code: 

If you have any questions concerning the 

message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about 

church membership, please see any of the 

pastors after the service,  

drop a note in the offering plate  

indicating your desire to talk with a  

pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the  

messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

• Join us!  The best way to share a 

Christian worldview is through 

relationships.  We take former 
inmates out for fun outings like 
bowling and fishing.  Call us to 

come along on our next excursion! 

• Funding. Our ministry is expand-

ing. We are asking God to provide 
additional funding in order to pro-
vide more housing options, and to 

pay Lorie for her full-time service, 
to free her from having to work 

additional jobs. Use our “Donate” 
button, email us (below) or contact 
Lorie or a Board Member directly 

to give.  Your tax-deductible gift 
will make a difference here in our 

city of Savannah, and in the lives 
of individuals for eternity. 

• More jobs. Well over 400 individ-

uals have been placed in local jobs 
with over 50 employers. We 

would love to find more employ-
ers for these highly motivated peo-
ple! 

• Volunteer.  Our volunteers do 

everything from giving free legal 

advice, to preparing sack lunches 
for our Tuesday Bible Study, host-
ing events, doing auto repair, bak-

ing special treats, and folding fly-
ers and brochures.  We’re grateful 

to each and every one who gives 
time to serve those in transition! 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga
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Lockup Deacons for December Jimmy Kicklighter, Napoleon Martin 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Systematic Theology” Fellowship Hall:  Bob Dimmitt 
“Young Marrieds” Gym Overhang: Tom Keller 

“The First Songs of Christmas” Organ Overflow: Tamera Smith 
  

 

 

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford, Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers Room 24: Susan Su, Deborah Focht 
Pre-K Room 25:  Emily Wise, Kamee Roberson 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John and Pam Humphrey 

3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 

Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 206:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 
 

 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Communion Service 5:00 p.m. 
 

 

Monday 

Merry Christmas!  
Office Closed 

 
 

 

Tuesday 

Office Closed 
 
 
 

Wednesday 

No Activities 
 
 

 

Thursday 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Hearing assistance devices for services in the sanctuary are available on request at 

the sound booth. 


