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Announcements 
Special Called Meeting 

There is a Special Called Members’ meeting today, Sunday, March 26, immediately 

following the Sunday morning worship service, at about 11:45 a.m., in the Fellowship 

Hall. The purpose of the meeting is to vote on a recommendation from the deacons to 
approve an expenditure of $20,000 to finish Phase One of the Youth House. 
 

Choir Practice Tonight 

Choir practice tonight at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 

Wednesday Night 

Sign up for this Wednesday’s Fried Chicken meal in the hall. Adventure Club starts in 

the gym at 6:20 p.m. Youth begins at 6:30. Adult Bible Study begins at 6:45. 
 

Easter Family Event 

Saturday, April 1, 11:30 to 1:30. This is geared for families with kids from toddler age 

through the sixth grade! Kids will collect colored plastic eggs and trade them for candy 
and prizes. Please sign up online! Sign up link is here: 
https://fabchurch.flocknote.com/signups/115962 
 

Young Marrieds’ Sunday School 

Tom Keller will begin teaching a new Sunday School class for young married couples 

beginning on Sunday, April 2. He explains: The first lesson for the new marriage class is 

“The Supreme Purpose of Marriage.” This class is primarily organized to meet the needs of the 
many new families that have joined our church. It is an opportunity for us to expand our church to 
include walking with, supporting, and encouraging these families in their marriage, parenting, 
and fellowship with others in the church. The class is started with them in mind, however, if you 

want to be a part of mentoring, discipling, and encouraging these young families please feel free to 
join the class as the Lord leads. 
 I anticipate teaching the whole counsel of God as it pertains to marriage, family, parenting, 
discipline, spanking, as well as, teaching the couples how to disciple each other and teach the 
church how to disciple married couples. Long term goals include a Marriage Conference Weekend 

to intensify the discipling of marriage couples and their families. I am praying for our young fami-
lies and trust the Lord to lead you as He provides for your needs through Ferguson Avenue Baptist 
Church. I look forward to serving you through the teaching ministry of the church.  
 
 

FABC Elders 

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church 
10050 Ferguson Avenue  Savannah, Georgia 31406 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

March 26 ,  2023  

Continued on p. 4 
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March 26 , 2023 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Mark 11:8-10 
Pew Bible p. 847 

 

Hymn #108, bulletin p. 6 
“All Glory, Laud and Honor” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Steve Jackson 
Psalm 130:7-8 

Pew Bible pp. 518-519 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 7 
“Jerusalem” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Psalm 77 

Bobby DeLoach 
Pew Bible p. 488 

 

Hymn #40, bulletin p. 8 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

The Lord Has 

Lamentations #4 

Lamentations 2:1-10, Pew Bible pp. 686-687 

  

Hymn, bulletin p. 9 
“Now Unto the King Eternal,  

Immortal, Invisible” 
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A.M. Notes 

The Lord Has 
Lamentations #4 

Lamentations 2:1-10 
 

30-40 times there is a description of what God has done.  

 

 

Sin eventually and inevitably results in devastation.  

 

 

Sin always results in death in some form. 

 

 

 

Lamentations helps us to remember why we need salvation.  

 

 

 

When judgment starts nothing will stop it until it has been completed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heb 10:26-31 

 

 

 

 

God’s anger was measured out and controlled by both His love and justice.  

 

 

 

 

1 Peter 5:5 

 

James 4:62  

 

Tim 3:2-5 
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Continued from p. 1 

New Women’s Sunday School Class 

Tamera Smith will begin a new Women’s Sunday School class using the book Choosing 

Gratitude: Your Journey to Joy. Class begins April 16. Check amazon.com or other outlet 

to get your copy! From the back cover of the book: 
 The world tells us that annoyances and afflictions cause discouragement and doubt—and that 
we are right to demand our own way. Then there are circumstances that aren’t what we wish or 
even what we think we need, and suddenly we’re convinced life hurts. The only option we have is 
to protest or whine—or so it seems. 
 But what if we responded with worship instead? What if we moved beyond an occasional 

“thank you” to cultivate a lifestyle of appreciating God’s goodness every day of our lives—despite 
the circumstances? 
 True gratitude is not an incidental ingredient in the Christian’s life. It’s a crucial one. It’s a 
grace-infused commitment each of us chooses… and it’s totally worth it! When we respond to 

God’s grace and acknowledge His goodness we discover something deep and profound that none of 
us should miss. Open these pages with Nancy Leigh DeMoss as she explores the biblical and practi-
cal aspects of what makes gratitude truly Christian—and discover how it makes life, even with all 
its bumps and bruises, a joy to behold. 
 

Lunch, Laughs, and Fellowship 

The next date is Thursday, April 13. Let Cindy Wise know if you are coming! 

Sunday, April 16, 2023 

Dr. Jonathan Sarfati, CMI Scientist & Author  

will present Design, Deluge & Dilemma 

Invite family and friends!  

Creation resources available 
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April: 
1 Family Easter Event 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

2 Easter Cantata 6:00 p.m. 

7 Good Friday Service 7:00 p.m. 

9 Easter Breakfast 8:30 a.m. 

9 Easter Worship 10:00 a.m. 

13 Lunch, Laughs, and Fellowship 11:30 a.m. 

16 Quarterly Members’ Meeting TBA 

16 CMI Speaker: Jonathan Sarfati 6:00 p.m. 

16 After Church PM Fellowship 7:00 p.m. 

21 Women of Light Banquet 6:00 p.m. 
 

May: 
6 Mother & Daughter Tea TBA 
 

June: 
18-23 D3 High School Camp 

26-30 Vacation Bible School 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
 

July: 
24-27 Older Children’s Camp TBA 

Sign up online: https://fabchurch.flocknote.com/signups/115962 
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Articles 
Six Reasons Why Understanding our Identity as  

Christians Matters 
By Michael Kelly 

 
 The question of identity is a simple one. You would think that we would be able to 

give a quick, straightforward answer to an inquiry like this: “Who are you?” 
 And yet this question – the question of identity – is an increasingly relevant one. Na-

tionalism. Privilege. Ancestry. Gender. Politics. All these cultural discussions have an 
element of identity at their core. Now, like never before, we seem to be asking that ques-
tion not just about others, but about ourselves. “Who am I?” we ask. “To what do I 

belong?” 
 The answer had no doubt fluctuated for you over time, as it has for me. Who am 

I? Probably you answered that question differently in middle school than in high school, 

different in college than in your first job. And still different if you are married and are in 
the middle of parenting kids. 

 The Bible, too, has an answer to that question. But the Bible not only answers the 
question of Who am I, it also answers the question of Who are we? Not just as individu-

als, but together, as Christians. And here’s one of the places where it does: 
 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his possession, so that 
you may proclaim the praises of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you had not received mer-

cy, but now you have received mercy. 
Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to abstain from sinful desires that wage war 
against the soul. Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that when they slander 
you as evildoers, they will observe your good works and will glorify God on the day he visits  (1 
Peter 2:9-12). 

 
 So that’s who we are. A royal priesthood. A chosen people. Those who have received 
mercy. Why is it important that we know who we are as Christians? Let me then give 

you six reasons why knowing and understanding our identity as Christians deeply mat-
ters: 

 

1. Our identity tells us where we belong. We want – no, we need – to belong. To iden-

tify with a group of people. To love what they love and value what they value. And 
that’s a question we seem to always be seeking to answer, for in all of us, there is a de-

sire to belong. To know the inside jokes. To be accepted. To be deeply known. 
 This question of identity answers that question for us. Where do we belong? We be-
long to the people of God. Our days of being on the outside looking in are over. This is 

good news. This is news of freedom. It means we don’t have to try and figure how what 
group to identify with on a daily basis. It means we don’t have to be enslaved with the 
pressure of constant self-discovery and reinvention. It means that no matter what job we 

have, no matter how much money we have, no matter what title we have, and even no 
matter how we feel, the question of who we are has already been answered, and it’s 

been answered like this: 
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 “You are mine,” and by corollary, “you are with us.” 

 

2. Our identity tells us we are wanted. Can you just breathe that in for a second with 

me? You are not only loved. You are not only accepted. But you are wanted. As silly as 

it is, the image that comes to my mind is the pressure cooker of the elementary school 
playground when teams are being chosen up. Now perhaps you were always the best 
athlete on the playground and you spent those moments thinking, Which one of these 

teams is going to win, because that’s the team that is choosing me. But the rest of us spent those 

agonizing moments sizing up everyone else out there on that field thinking, Is there any-
one for sure that will be chosen after me? Because I don’t want to be the last one. 

 Knowing your identity means knowing that you are wanted. That God has not just 
settled for you, but He has in fact chosen you. Oh, friends, it’s such a wonderful thing to 
be wanted. And that is what you find here, in this chosen people – a people who once 

were on the outside, but have been chosen to come on in. 

 

3. Our identity puts a weapon in our hands. Knowing your identity helps you fight, 

and we need to fight. That’s because there is a huge difference between knowing the 

truth, and feeling the truth. You know that you are a member of the chosen race; a 
stranger and alien in the world; the royal priesthood; but chances are, you’re not going 
to wake up feeling that way tomorrow morning. You will wake up feeling despondent. 

Left out. Put aside. Stepped over. And it is a moment when all of us will be tempted to 
be victimized by our own feelings. 

 Here’s the thing about feelings, though – they are valuable for many things and in 
many ways, but they are completely unreliable when it comes to spiritual truth. This is 
one of the ways that Christians stand apart from the rest of the world – it’s that we un-

derstand that our feelings, too, must be brought under the authority of Jesus as Lord. So 
the question becomes for us not who do we feel like we are; but who does Jesus declare 

us to be. Identity is not a matter of feeling or even of choice; identity is a matter of dec-
laration. 
 We fight our feelings with the knowledge Jesus’ declaration of our identity. 

 

4. Our identity gives confidence to our actions. Imagine this. Imagine that you’ve 

been invited to a dinner with important dignitaries – maybe this is a state dinner. So you 
go and rent a tux or buy a new dress, and you show up, and immediately you know 

you’re in over your head. The conversations around you seem to be about geopolitical 
politics, deep economic issues, and other such things that you don’t know much about. 
You don’t even know which fork to use with which course. 

 You might end up doing the right thing, but you would do it with shaking hands and 
a nervous stomach. That’s because you know you don’t normally attend these kinds of 

things. As cool as it is to be there, you feel a little bit out of place. 
 The point of the illustration is this – knowing your identity in Christ gives you confi-
dence in your actions. When you begin to accept that God has declared you to be a roy-

al priesthood, a chosen people, His own possession, you start to act in godly confidence. 
 Because you have been made new by Jesus, the living stone, every time you act in 
godly love, joy, peace, patience and the rest, you are actually acting in conformity with 

who you really are. That means those moments when you show patience to your chil-
dren, when you display integrity at your job, when you say no to things like sexual 

temptation – you can do that in confidence because you’re not just acting like someone 
that you know in your heart you’re really not. You are living out the person God has 
remade you to be in Christ. Conversely, every time we choose sin, it’s as if we are put-

ting on a mask and acting like someone that we are not. 
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5. Our identity makes us long for home. Knowing our identity also makes us long for 

home. Let me take you back to that state dinner. Sure, it’s a cool experience, but in the 
middle, can’t you see yourself thinking how nice it will be to be at home? In your home? 

With the smells you know? The comfortable seat on the couch? The place where you 

know you are safe to be yourself? This is a longing inside of all of us – to be at home. 
 And for the Christian, that longing is even more pronounced because we are not at 

home. Peter tells us that our whole experience on earth is as a stranger. An alien. As a 
people who doesn’t quite fit. We don’t fit with the desires of the world. The goals of the 
culture. The priorities of those around us. That’s because our home is somewhere differ-

ent. That sense inside you that there is more? That’s a good thing, for that is the Spirit of 
God reminding you that your identity, and your citizenship, is not here. 

 CS Lewis: “If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, 
the most probable explanation is that we were made for another world.” 
 Oh, to be at home. But in the meantime, our actions, in which we are confident be-

cause we know who we are, should reflect not this world but the kingdom of heaven for 

which we are bound. Be weird, Christian. Be different. And do so because you know 
who you really are and where and to whom you really belong. 

 

6. Our identity reveals us our deeper purpose. Finally, knowing our identity reveals 

our deeper purpose. The greater end of our identity, and therefore our actions as Chris-
tians, is the glory of God. And there is no greater end than that. 

 Think about the context of these verses with me. Remember that these Christians 
were being persecuted and maligned because of all kinds of rumors floating around 

about them. Peter does not tell them to organize and launch a “truth about Christians” 
campaign. He does not tell them to conduct great rallies of self-defense. No – Peter tells 
them simply to remember who they are. To live out who they are. And know that those 

same people who are maligning them will not only see but benefit from their faithful 

acts of godly kindness and grace and glorify God. So may it be with us today.  
 

Divine Providence: You cannot appreciate the comfort 

and peace of God's Providence if you do not know the 

Lord. 
by David T. Crum  

 
 When struck by friendly fire at the Battle of Chancellorsville, Stonewall Jackson re-

marked, “Why, gentlemen, be quiet. Don’t be bothered. If I live, it’ll be for the best, & if 
I die, it’ll be for the best. God knows & directs all things for the best for those whose 

trust is in Him, & my trust is in Him.” Such a reaction should not surprise the reader if 
they know anything about Jackson & his faith. He firmly adhered to the Providence of 
God, knowing his life was in the hands of his Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 If one word summarizes Jackson’s theological beliefs, it is likely Providence. The gen-
eral constantly wrote of the Lord’s will, ways, and sovereignty. He also reassured his 
men, when in battle, that they should have comfort in Divine Providence regardless of 

the outcome. Many theologians of his time taught similar concepts. William S. Plumer 
wrote, “Providence is the care of God over his creatures. God’s works of Providence are 

his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and governing all his creatures and all 
their actions.” He added, “To deny Providence is as truly atheistic as to deny God’s 
existence. One who neither sees, nor hears, nor knows, nor cares, nor helps, nor saves, 

is no God at all.”  
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 You cannot appreciate the comfort and peace of God’s Providence if you do not 
know the Lord. Providence is the reason we have understanding; it accounts for the 

ability to ponder on the will of the Lord versus that of our fleshly desires. Granted, this 

concept of divine intervention or spiritual care is foreign to the unbeliever, but it lays the 

foundation of the faith for the faithful servant of Christ. The idea challenges our 
worldview and philosophical thought and provides eternal peace to believers like Jack-
son. On such peace, Archibald Alexander taught, “It is a sweet and gentle stream which 

flows from the fountain of life beneath his throne. Happy is he who has received this 
heavenly gift; it will, in the midst of external storms and troubles, preserve his mind in a 
tranquil state.” Undoubtedly, this is the peace Jackson felt when unaware of his fate. 

Struck three times and bleeding profusely, he maintained peace through comfort in his 
Providential Savior. It is easy to say that we accept complete Providence or submit to 

the sovereign will of God, but it is much more challenging to act in such a way when 
faced with such confusion and pain. However, with genuine belief and reliance on the 
Lord’s will, the heavenly peace Christ provides makes such unbearable situations possi-

ble to endure. 
 Adhering to the Providence of the Lord protects you. It forces you to put yourself 
outside the situation and strongly submit to the Lord’s will. It often rocks our souls and 

challenges our thoughts, but the assurance it provides allows us to rejoice that we have a 
Savior who will care for us every step of the way, even into death. Charles Hodge 

wrote, “The Bible no less clearly teaches that God exercises a controlling power over the 
free acts of men as well as over their external circumstances. This is true of all their acts, 
good and evil.” He added, “All Christians believe that the hearts of men are in the hand 

of God, that He works in them both to will and to do according to His good pleas-
ure.” We have comfort in our Lord, who oversees every good and bad situation. The 

mere idea of Providence requires the most sincere, earnest submission, relying strictly 
on the Lord in all of life’s affairs. 
 Upon his initial injury, Jackson survived surgery in which his arm was amputated, 

but a few days later he succumbed to death caused by infection and fever. In one of his 
last words to his wife, Anna, Jackson stated, “I know you would gladly give your life 
for me, but I am perfectly resigned. Do not be sad. I hope I may yet recover. Pray for 

me, but always remember in your prayers to use the petition, ‘Thy will be done.’ “The 
general died a short time later, noting he preferred to be in Heaven with his Savior. 

 The ways of the world challenge our minds and, if we allow it, confuse us daily on 
the purpose and meaning of life. Focusing on the Lord’s Providence grants us peace and 
protection. However, we must guard such thoughts and live in the Word and in prayer, 

focusing daily on the ways of the Lord. The Lord has blessed us with such an under-
standing; may we grow stronger in our desires to submit to Him and respect His will. 

May we pray for Providential understanding.  

W 
hen a person becomes our god, we lose our sense of self; we conform our 

identity to his or her demands and expectations in order to keep the rela-

tional dynamics in place. This is nothing less than idolatry—and in the 

end it serves us up to what we often fear the most—loneliness—idolatry is a breed-

ing ground for loneliness. 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

John & Gail Conner 

Avant Ministries - Tulsa, Oklahoma 

March, 2023 
 

For whom He [God] foreknew,  

He also predestined 

to become conformed to  

the image of His Son, . . . 

Romans 8:29 

  

 Our destiny as Christians is conformity to the image 

of Jesus. This is not a mere physical likeness – except 

our bodies will also be transformed into spiritual bodies 

as His own. But it is a likeness of character and of be-

havioral likeness. Our wants, desires, reactions, respons-

es, choices, and actions shall become like His – gradual-

ly now, as we walk with Him, but gloriously completed 

when He returns. This is not achieved by gritting our 

teeth and the self-willed doing good. This also is gifted 

to us – as we yield to His indwelling Spirit’s transform-

ing of our minds, hearts and wills into glad submission 

to HIS will and HIS ways.  

  To that end John has begun teaching chronologically 

through the life of Christ using a harmony of the four 

Gospels. This is creating good interactions, insights, and 

responses to Jesus and His person and style of living. We are asking Him to help us 

learn Jesus’ manner of living life, so as to aid His transforming us into Jesus’ like-

ness. Also with John’s gospel as the text source of Sunday sermons, Pastor Emilio 

and John share preaching messages that also help us to know and be transformed 

into Jesus’ manner of living. Please ask the Lord to work in and through us all to 

shape our hearts and hands to be like our Lord, to pursue our destiny. 

  Please also pray for two other initiatives in our church. The Hispanic culture has 

generally not facilitated the people as regular readers. So first, we are encouraging 

the saints to regularly read the Scriptures this year. We are also encouraging them 

to obtain some of the audio Bible translations that are available for free on the inter-

net and grow their intake of God’s word through listening. Secondly, we are as a 

whole church memorizing one verse of the Bible each month. Ask the Lord to use 

this to form His mind in our hearts and change our actions. 

  On our personal front – we thank the Lord for a quick and full recovery for Gail 

from a second round of Covid. She was out of school for nearly a whole week. Al-

so, we REJOICE that she has this month just finished up two final projects for her 

teacher’s certification. This is a huge relief from this extra labor and pressure, and 
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Nursery March 26 
Babies: 

Jay & Lisa Rowe, Lauren Rowe 
Toddlers: 

Sona Bailey, Debra Denney 
Preschoolers: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 

 
 
 

Nursery April 2 
Babies: 

Carolyn Blanton, Sonja Clements 

Cindy Wise 
Toddlers: 

Jan DeLoach, Rebekah Helmick 
Preschoolers: 

Rachel Beatty, Amy Keller 

Right Now Media 
If you would like a free subscription to 

Right Now Media use this link: 
 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga 
 

or scan this QR code: 

If you have any questions concerning the 

message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about 

church membership, please see any of the 

pastors after the service,  

drop a note in the offering plate  

indicating your desire to talk with a  

pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the mes-

sages are available for listening or down-

loading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

she is so thankful to have finished. One 

other bit of real good news – one of her 

students recently accepted Christ 

through the Good News Club at the 

school! We rejoice and pray for many 

more of these very needy students to be 

touched by our Lord’s grace and mercy. 

  As we move closer to our remem-

brance and celebration of Jesus’ death 

and resurrection, we are gratefully re-

minded of how HE has used you all to 

form, fashion, encourage and disciple 

our own lives over these many years. 

We see and experience His goodness 

and His dynamic life through each of 

you! Thank you for following and lov-

ing our Lord Jesus – may your days be 

filled with His grace! We personally 

thank you for your support and prayers! 

You are an integral part of the Lord’s 

working among the Hispanic peoples. 

  

Yours – for Jesus’ sake, 

  

John and Gail Conner 

T 
he way things really are: When 

thinking about mankind you  

cannot study his condition    

without being touched by the plight of 

man. Though biologically intact, man 

is essentially afflicted with a sense of 

helplessness, discontent, inferiority, 

and fear. Outwardly we pretend to be 

satisfied and strong; inwardly we are 

poor, needy, vulnerable, always on the 

verge of misery, prone to suffer mental-

ly and physically. Scratch his skin and 

you come upon bereavement, afflic-

tion,  uncertainty, fear and pain. 

Sounds to me like we really do need a 

savior; just saying. 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga
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Lockup Deacons for March: Jimmy Kicklighter, Napoleon Martin 

Lockup Deacons for April: Joe Morris, Jim Schraeder 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Systematic Theology” Fellowship Hall:  Bob Dimmitt 
“John”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Jackson 

“Lies Women Believe” Organ Overflow: Tamera Smith 
  

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford, Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers Room 24 Eleanor Bowden, Linnea Posner 

Pre-K Room 25:  Emily Wise, Kamee Roberson/ 
   Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 

K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 

Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 206:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Special Called Members’ Meeting 11:45 a.m. 

Choir Practice 6:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 

Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 
  

Wednesday 

Supper: Fried Chicken 5:30 p.m. 

Adventure Club (in gym) 6:20 p.m. 

Youth (in Fellowship Hall) 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study (in Sanctuary) 6:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:15 p.m. 

Young Adult Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 


