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Announcements 

 

Wednesday Night 

Sign up for this Wednesday’s Barbecue Sandwich meal in the hall. Adventure Club 

starts in the gym at 6:20 p.m. Youth begins at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Please 

vacate this space and socialize in the hall or sanctuary, as they begin their meeting 

time, and other conversations have been a distraction. Adult Bible Study begins at 

6:45. 
 

Hockey Game 

We have reserved several seats for the Savannah Ghost Pirates' Faith & Family 

Night on Friday, February 17, 2023. Tickets are $20/person. If you would like to 

attend, please let Shawn Champion know as soon as possible. Payment is due by 

this Wednesday, January 11, 2023. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

Thursday, January 12, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Senior Saints’ Lunch 

The Senior Saints will travel to Eulonia for lunch at Altman’s Restaurant, and do 

some other fun stuff in the area on Tuesday, January 17. Sign the list in the hall 

and meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Quarterly Congregational Meeting 

Our next quarterly meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 22, before Evening 

Worship. Time will be announced. 
 

Deacons’ Retreat 

The Deacons will have their annual retreat on January 27-28. Please contact How-

ard Ernst if you have something you want them to discuss. 
 

Senior Saints’ Valentine Banquet 

The Senior Saints will have a Valentine Banquet Lunch after morning worship on 

Sunday, February 12, featuring great food and musical entertainment. Save the 

date! 

FABC Elders 

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church 
10050 Ferguson Avenue  Savannah, Georgia 31406 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

J anuary 8 ,  2023  
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January 8 , 2023 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 67:5-7 
Pew Bible p. 481 

 

Hymn #13, bulletin p. 5 
“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Bob Dimmitt 
Galatians 4:4-7 

Pew Bible p. 974 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 6 
“Ancient of Days” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 68:1-19 
Dean McCraw 

Pew Bible pp. 481-482 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 7 
“O Breath of God” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Abortion 

Living the Christian Life in 2023 #2 

Psalm 139, Pew Bible pp. 521-522 

Jeremiah 1:4-5, Pew Bible p. 627 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 8 
“Now Unto Him” 
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A.M. Notes 

Abortion 
Living the Christian Life in 2023 #2  

Psalm 139 & Jeremiah 1:4-5  
 

Our starting point for thinking about anything is that God exists, that God has spo-

ken, that God is truth and speaks the truth. What He has said is not only the foun-

dation of our thinking and communicating but what we think, believe and say 

should not be contradictory of anything that God has said.   

 

In 2018 abortion was the leading cause of death worldwide, 42 million victims.  

 

Arguments made in favor of terminating unborn children 

Without legalized abortion women will be forced to revert getting abortions done in 

back alley’s  

 

 

 

1. Women should not be forced to bring into the world disabled children  

 

 

 

 

2. Banning abortions forces poor women to continue their pregnancies 

  

 

 

 

3. A woman should not be forced to endure the trauma of bringing an unwanted 

pregnancy to term  

 

 

 

 

4. A woman has a right to do whatever she chooses w/her own body without inter-

ference 

 

 

 

When is that decisive moment when the right to life kicks in?  

4 common pro-choice answers: 

1. Birth (40 weeks)  

2. Viability (24-26 weeks)  

3. Brain function and sentience [activity] (6-14 weeks)  

4. Agnostic individualism (?) 
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January: 
11 Ghost Pirates Hockey ticket payment due 

17 Senior Saints Lunch at Altman’s 10:00 a.m. 

22 Quarterly Congregational Meeting TBA 

27-28   Deacon’s Retreat 
 

February: 
9 Palentines TBA 

10 Gym Night TBA 

12 Senior Saints’ Valentine’s Luncheon 12:00 p.m. 

17 Savannah Ghost Pirates Game 

18 Deacons’ Retreat TBA 
 

April: 
2 Easter Cantata 

9 Easter Breakfast 

What Is the Gospel? 
 What is the gospel? I’ll put it in a sentence. 

 The gospel is the news that Jesus Christ, the Righteous One, died for our sins and 

rose again, eternally triumphant over all his enemies, so that there is now no      

condemnation for those who believe, but only everlasting joy. 

 That’s the gospel. 

 

You Can’t Outgrow the Gospel 
 You never, never, never outgrow your need for the gospel. Don’t ever think of the 

gospel as, “That’s the way you get saved, and then you get strong by leaving it and 

doing something else.” 

 No! We are strengthened by God through the gospel every day, till the day we 

drop. 

 You never outgrow the need to preach to yourself the gospel. 
John Piper 
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Articles 
Excerpt-notes apologetics SS class 
Bob Dimmitt 

 

 God loves all people, because God loves his image, no matter how broken that 

image may be. To want to protect one person from another (in this case a child 

from a parent) is not to hate the person doing the evil. Christians want to love all 

life—but this does not mean we turn our back on the defenseless out of ‘love’ for 

those seeking to kill! 

 As a human life, the unborn child is an image-bearer of God, and is therefore 

inherently worthy of protection (Genesis 9:6—killing an image-bearer is itself wor-

thy of being killed). The sixth commandment (“Do not murder”) calls us to value 

human life in the womb just as much it does human life in the front pew of a 

church. God loves all life and calls us to join in that love. 

 In the 1980s, the United States Congress called 22 researchers to testify as to 

when human life began. To help avoid a biased sample, eleven of these researchers 

supported legal protection for the unborn, while eleven opposed such protections. 

When asked when each human life began, 21 of the 22 researchers answered, “Life 

begins at conception.” Only one of 22 gave a different response—implantation, on-

ly a week after conception.  

 

 The unborn child is:  

• Unique—The fetus is not biologically or genetically part of the mother or father. 

From conception onward, the life has its own unique 23 pairs of chromosomes—

half from the mother, half from the father. The fertilized ovum has 30,000 unique 

genes that already determine the child’s sex (already a XX girl or XY boy!), hair 

color, race, and to some extent temperament, IQ, and future health issues.  

• Living—the fetus is not dead tissue. “Pre-life” does not exist. The child main-

tains its own life functions, relying on its mother only for nourishment and shel-

ter—as it continues to rely on its mother after birth.  

• Human—No human embryo has ever become a chicken or a bunny. 

 Someone will object, “But you can’t legislate morality.”  

 This is a naive statement. Every law on the books is legislating someone’s morali-

ty. Why is rape illegal in the United States? Because it’s wrong. The moral standard 

is that rape is evil. The law thus legislates that morality by restricting the right of 

men to choose to rape. Libel is illegal. Why? Because it’s wrong to libel people, and 

so we have laws is to force people not to libel one another. When I drive, I wear my 

seatbelt. Why? Because some lawmaker decided that, since it’s even wrong to kill 

yourself, I should have to wear my seatbelt. And my car has an airbag. Why? Be-

cause it’s morally right to preserve life, so the law requires auto makers to put in 

airbags. Every law on the books legislates morality. The question is this: Whose 

morality? I’d rather trust my fate to an impartial God who is perfectly good than to 

the shifting sands of lawmakers enslaved to political action committees and opinion 

polls. No government rules by the power of suggestion. Laws legislate morals.  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Ralph & Elaine Elliott 

Cru - Antwerp, Belgium 

Dear Friends, 
 
As we head into the New Year 2023, Elaine and I have always liked to look 
back and recount all that God has done in the past year. We believe this is a 
good practice as, among other things, this helps us to be thankful for all He 
has done. Despite the accompanying trials and challenges we all have—
sometimes quite severe—it is helpful to think back and take a look on the 
positive side of the balance sheet. Listed below are some of the things that 
God has done in this last year for which we are thankful! 
 
January 
Our friend Eric Walker came to visit us in Belgium and, while here, gave a talk 
on leadership development to the young adults at our church. This led to the 
beginning of our young adult ministry. 
 Our new Belgian staff member, Olivier Mertens, was introduced to the 
European high school ministry called Shine. He was excited to make steps to 
start Shine in Belgium. 
 
February 
Elaine and I were able to make a presentation about the ministry in Belgium to Momentum Europe—a key 
group of Christian business people and ministry leaders. 
 
March/April 
Elaine and I, along with a Jesus film technical team from the Netherlands, began the process of dubbing the 
Jesus film into Flemish. We moved to the OM headquarters in Brussels (where the studio was located) for 
two weeks to be on site for this event. The voice actors came from all over the northern part of Belgium to 
take part in the dubbing process. Amazingly, the entire dubbing was completed in less than two weeks. So, 
along with 2000+ other languages, you can now find the Flemish Jesus film on the Jesus Film app ("Jesus 
Film Project" - a free download on Google or Apple). 
 
May/June 
Our first Leader Impact foundations group was begun in partnership with Leader Impact in Canada. Four of 
us from different cities in Belgium would go online every Thursday morning at 7am (for one hour) with our 
group facilitator in Canada. This was a very important first start for Leader Impact in Belgium! 
 
July/August 
Elaine and I crisscrossed the southern US (including my quick visit to a supporting church in southern Cali-
fornia) visiting supporters and friends. It was a delightful time for us! 
 
September 
We hosted a Christian business group from Momentum Europe (the group mentioned earlier). We gave this 
business group a tour of Antwerp, as well as having this group meet our Belgium team and casting vision for 
what we hope God will do here in this country. The business group was also able to join us for a meeting in 
Brussels honoring the voice actors who participated in the Flemish Jesus film dubbing. 
 After much prayer and hard work, we finally were able to get a bank setup we could use for our ministry 
finances. This was a long overdue important step for us. Elaine had a major role in helping this to happen. 
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October 
We established a connection/partnership with the 
Cru university ministries in the Indianapolis metro 
area. The Indy metro area leadership team made a 
visit here during October to check things out. They 
left their time sensing God's leading about an Indy/
Belgium campus partnership. We hope to receive 
their first students during spring break trips in 
March 2023. 
 We began a second online Leader Impact 
group, again in coordination with Canada. This 
same group from May/June came back together—
along with two new people—as we focused on the 
Braden Douglas book How to Be a Leader of Im-
pact. 
 
November 
Plans are made for the first Europe-wide gathering 
of Leader Impact (both East and West Europe 
together) to happen in Antwerp on March 23–26, 
2023. 
 We also had a Thanksgiving visit from two of 
our four children. It was great to see them; they 
really enjoyed seeing the sites in Antwerp and 
Brussels. 
 We hosted a separate Thanksgiving dinner for 
the young adult group at church. The non-
Americans really enjoy the experience of American 
Thanksgiving; they see why Americans love this 
holiday so much! 
 
December 
The first week of December, Elaine and I, and 
teammates Bob and Ria, had the opportunity to 
attend a European Prayer Breakfast hosted by 
Christian parliamentarians in the EU. Christian 
political leaders and ministry leaders gathered from 
all over Europe. Among many other networking 
opportunities for us, Elaine and I were able to 
connect with a Belgian couple who is focusing their 
prayer specifically on the EU, that God would be at 
work in the hearts of the parliamentarians and 
others involved there. 
 The foundation is laid for the Flemish Jesus film 
to be promoted and premiered in Belgium. The 
target date for the premier is April 2023. 
 
Thank you so much for your prayers! Elaine 
and I couldn't be here, and these events in 2022 
would not have happened, without your in-
volvement. Have a great year in 2023! 
 

Ralph and Elaine  

Nursery January 8 
Babies: 

Lynn Ernst, Jeanie Groover,  
Beth Lewis 
Toddlers: 

Michael & Karrie Walker 
Preschoolers: 

Barbara Mason, Dawn Stanford 

 

Nursery January 15 
Babies: 

Eleanor Bowden, Mary Fowler,  

Kay Stanford 
Toddlers: 

Deborah Focht, Tricia Morris 
Preschoolers: 

Ashley Leoni, Elinor Morris 

Right Now Media 
If you would like a free subscription to 

Right Now Media use this link: 
 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga 
 

or scan this QR code: 

If you have any questions concerning the 

message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about 

church membership, please see any of the 

pastors after the service,  

drop a note in the offering plate  

indicating your desire to talk with a  

pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the mes-

sages are available for listening or down-

loading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga
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Lockup Deacons for January: Reggie Brown, Bobby DeLoach 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“John”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Jackson 
“Psalms” Fellowship Hall:  Tom Keller 

“Lies Women Believe” Organ Overflow: Tamera Smith 
  

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford, Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers Room 24 Eleanor Bowden, Linnea Posner 

Pre-K Room 25:  Emily Wise, Kamee Roberson/ 
   Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 

K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 

Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 

Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 

Supper: Barbecue Sandwich 5:30 p.m. 

Adventure Club (in gym) 6:20 p.m. 

Youth (in Fellowship Hall) 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study (in Sanctuary) 6:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:15 p.m. 

Young Adult Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 


