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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Ministry Opportunity 

Help! Volunteers needed to help give rides to people to and from our Wednesday and 
Sunday Services. Please see Shawn Champion if you are interested in helping. 
 

Choir Practice 

Tonight at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Joy Class 

There is no Joy Class meeting on November 22 or 29. 
 

Wednesday on Tuesday Night 

This Tuesday, November 22, our Chili & Grilled Cheese meal begins at 5:30 p.m. Be 

sure to sign up in the hall! Adventure Club starts at 6:20 in the gym, and Youth at 6:30 
in the Fellowship Hall, and both go until 8:00 p.m. Bible study is in the Sanctuary at 

6:45 p.m. 
  

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

No Bible Study on November 24. Steve Jackson will teach on December 1. 
 

Office Closed 

The Church Office is closed November 24 and 25 for Thanksgiving. 
 

Cocoa, Coffee, Cookies, & Carols 

Sunday, November 27, at 6:00 p.m. This has become a fun tradition! Please bring some 

Christmas goodies to share! 
 

Senior Saints’ Trip 

The group is leaving Tuesday, November 29, at 6:30 a.m.!  
 

Mission Trip 2023 

The Organization Team will be meeting for prayer and planning on Tuesday afternoon, 

December 6, at 1:00 pm. If you have not signed up and still want to participate in plan-

ning contact Tom Keller. Thanks for your willingness to serve! 
 

Christmas Banquet 

Wednesday, December 7, at 7:00 p.m. Menu will include Prime Rib, Barbecue, Ham, 

Vegetables and Desserts. $7.00 per adult, $4.00 per child over 3, and no family need pay 
over $25! 

November  20 ,  2022 

FABC Elders 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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November 20, 2022 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Parent & Child Dedication 
Covenant on p. 11 

 

Call to Worship 

Hebrews 11:1-3 
Pew Bible p. 1007 

 

Hymn #183, bulletin p. 5 
“Faith of Our Fathers” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Steve Posner 

John 6:39-40 

Pew Bible p. 892 
 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7 
“Salvation’s Song” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Psalm 66 

Bobby DeLoach 
Pew Bible pp. 480-481 

 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 8-9 
“Facing a Task Unfinished” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
Poor Spiritual Performance 

2 Corinthians 12:11-21, Pew Bible p. 970 

2 Corinthians #53 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 10 
“Benediction” 



 3 

A.M. Notes 

Poor Spiritual Performance 
2 Corinthians #53 

2 Corinthians 12:11-21  
 

 

V 12-The signs of a true apostle were performed among you 

 

 

 

 

Were performed is divine passive The term “DIVINE PASSIVE” refers to the use 

of a Greek verb in the passive voice which in context implies (or sometimes directly 

states) that the action or effect of the verb is produced by God (Divine Production)  

 

 

 

 

Paul performed miracles in almost every city he had visited-from Lystra (Acts 14:8-

10) to Ephesus (Acts 19:11-12). 

 

 

 

Paul is not saying children when grown are not to aid aging parents and others in 

need.  

 

 

 

 

When our service is unappreciated. Do we resent it?  

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 20 - Galatians 5:19-26  

 

 

 

 

 

Why would Paul be humiliated? 
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November:  

27 Cookies, Cocoa, Coffee, & Carols 6:00 p.m. 

29-12/1  Senior Saints’ Christmas Trip 
 

December: 
7 Christmas Banquet 7:00 p.m. 

24 Christmas Eve Service 5:00 p.m. 

31 New Year’s Eve Cookoff 6:00 p.m. 
 

January: 
1 Office Closed 

Lost & Found 

There are several coats and other lost and found items in the corner 
of the Fellowship Hall. Please come and claim your items. At the 

end of December, everything is going out. 
 

Food Pantry  

Our food pantry for needy folks that drop by needs replenishment. 
There is an envelope on the bulletin board with lists of recommended 

items to purchase for the pantry. We need to help people make sim-
ple, complete meals to tide them over to their next paycheck.  
 

Suggested items from that list are here on page 5.  
 
Items that are not particularly helpful include salad dressings, condiments, spices, 
cake mixes and other mixes that require eggs, butter, and/or milk. Please try to stick 
to items from this list. Thanks for your generosity in helping others! 

 

S 
elf-pity is the response of pride to suffering. Self-pity does not look like pride 

because it appears so needy. However, the desire of those who pity themselves 

is not for others to see them as helpless, but as heroes. The need self-pity feels 

does not come from a sense of unworthiness, but from a sense of unrecognized 

worthiness. This is called the response of unapplauded pride.  
John Piper (edited) 
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Pancake mix that only needs water 
Syrup* 

Pasta  
Pasta sauces, canned or jarred*  

Vegetables and fruits, canned  
Meat, canned 

Soup, canned 
Peanut Butter*  

Jam or Jelly*  
Jell-O 

Packaged cookies and crackers 
Breakfast cereal  

Grits (small bag) 

Oatmeal, quick (~18 oz. box) 
Oatmeal, instant 

Macaroni and cheese meals  
One pot prepackaged meals  

Chicken or Tuna “Helper” type meal mixes, along 
with the canned chicken or tuna called for in 

the instructions 
Dried beans  

Rice 
Rice or potato side dish packets (add water type) 

Ramen noodles 
Baby cereal 

Baby food* 
 

*When possible, please choose cans or plastic 
containers over glass.  

 

Non-food items that might be helpful: 
Diapers, Toilet paper, Soap, Toothpaste, Shampoo  
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Parent & Congregational Prayer Covenant 
 

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord” Psalm 127:3  

 
Parents  

Will you commit to raise your child in the fear and admonition of the 

Lord? (Ephesians 6:4)  
Will you commit to pray regularly for his or her conversion to Christ?  

 (2 Timothy 3: 15)  
Will you commit to teach him or her the Scripture regularly? 

(Deuteronomy 6:4-7)  
Will you commit to lovingly discipline him or her? (Proverbs 22: 15)  
Will you attempt to cultivate biblical priorities in his or her life that 

he or she might become, by God’s grace, zealous for the glory 
of God? (1 Corinthians 10:31)  

Will you commit to live out before him or her an example of love and 
devotion to Christ and to one another? (Ephesians 5:22-33)  

 
 

“Telling to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, And His strength 

and His wonderful works that He has done.” Psalm 78:4  

 
Congregation  

Will you commit to pray for God’s blessing on this family on a     
consistent basis?  

Will you commit to pray for these parents in the difficult but joyful 

task of parenting?  
Will you commit to pray that by God’s grace these children would be 

converted to Christ?  
Will you commit to support, love and care for these parents and these 

children, as their church family, in the name of Jesus Christ?  
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Articles 
The Case for Kids 
Written by Kevin DeYoung – edited for space  

 
 The most significant thing happening in the world may very well be a thing that 

is not happening: Men and women are not having children. The biblical logic has been 

reversed, and the barren womb has said “Enough!” The paradigmatic affliction of the 
OT is now the great desire of nations. If Rachel wanted children more than life itself, 

our generation seems to have concluded that nothing gets in the way of life more than 
children. 
 True, human beings are reproducing—but in most countries, not fast enough to re-

place themselves. Measuring total fertility rate (TFR) is not an exact science, so the 
numbers vary from source to source, but the trends are undeniable. Outside of Africa, 

which is home to forty-one of the fifty most fertile nations, the planet faces a bleak de-
mographic future. Many major European nations—such as Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, 
Poland, Portugal, and Spain—have a TFR of 1.50 births per woman or lower, disas-

trously below the replacement rate of 2.1. Virtually every country in Europe—including 
the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Germany, Belgium, Finland, and Denmark—
has a TFR below 1.8. Europe’s population will plummet from 750 million today to less 

than 500 million by the end of the century. 
 The numbers for East Asia are even worse. Hong Kong, Macau, Singapore, and Tai-

wan each have a TFR around 1.0; South Korea’s is 0.81. In China, despite the replace-
ment of the notorious one-child policy by a two-child policy in 2016 and then a three-
child policy in 2021, China’s birthrate has continued to tumble. This year, for the first 

time since the Great Famine (1959–61), China’s population has shrunk, by just over 1 
percent since 2021, according to the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. 

 For many years, the United States appeared to be an exception to the rule of declin-
ing birthrates in the industrialized world. In 2007 the United States had a TFR of 2.1, 
whereas the figure for the European Union was below 1.6. But since then, the U.S. 

birthrate has fallen by 20 percent, to as low as 1.73 according to some estimates.  
 At no time in history have people been having fewer children. The human race seems 
to have grown tired of itself. 

 The reasons for declining fertility are no doubt many and varied. Surely, some cou-
ples want to have more children but are unable to do so. Others struggle with economic 

pressures or health limitations. But fertility does not plummet worldwide without deep-
er issues at play, especially when people around the world are objectively richer, health-
ier, and afforded more conveniences than at any time in human history. Though indi-

viduals make their choices for many reasons, as a species we are suffering from a pro-
found spiritual sickness—a metaphysical malaise in which children seem a burden on 
our time and a drag on our pursuit of happiness. Our malady is a lack of faith, and no-

where is the disbelief more startling than in the countries that once made up Christen-
dom.  

 The problems with declining fertility, and the accompanying collapse of the family, 
go much deeper. When family formation fails, so does the inculcation of faith. This is 
Mary Eberstadt’s argument in How the West Really Lost God: Family decline is not mere-

ly a consequence of religious decline; it is also a cause of it. Religious people are more 

inclined toward family life, but it is also the case that something about family life in-
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clines people toward religion. The fortunes of faith and family rise and fall together. 
 There are many plausible reasons for this connection. The Christian story is set with-

in the matrix of family—from the expectation of Eve’s Snake-Crusher, to the Promised 

Seed of the patriarchs, to great David’s Greater Son, to the birth of the Christ Child to 

Mary with Joseph at her side. The presence of children often drives parents to church, 
whether for help in raising them or because the experience of creating children helps us 
apprehend our Creator. The sacrifices required in parenting are the same kinds of sacri-

fices required in a life of Christian discipleship. 
 The connection between faith and family cuts in the opposite direction as well…. 
People do not like to be told they are wrong, or that those whom they love have done 

wrong. But Christianity cannot help sending that message. No doubt, secularization has 
undermined family formation. Just as surely, though, the collapse of the married, intact, 

childrearing family has made the Christian faith harder to swallow. The biggest plausi-
bility structure for faith is not intellectual but familial. 
 One popular view holds that the birth-control pill led inexorably to declines in fertili-

ty. Americans did not decide to have fewer children because they had run out of land or 
because industrialization had made children less valuable as farmhands. Those com-
mon accounts make little sense (as if children came out of the womb ready to milk 

cows, and did not need to be fed and clothed and looked after). Americans started hav-
ing fewer children for reasons at once simpler and more comprehensive. A combination 

of moral pragmatism and liberal social optimism did the trick for most. Twentieth-
century Americans became convinced that the new technologies would give their 
(fewer) children better lives than they themselves enjoyed. They saw birth control as 

prudent economic altruism. They prioritized observable results over first principles. 
Above all, they believed that fewer children meant more security and more happiness. 

Almost a century later, that moral calculus has probably changed very little. 
 The new wrinkle in our day is the perceived threat of climate catastrophe. I recently 

read remarks from an elite liberal journalist, to the effect that the number one question 

people ask him after speeches and at dinners is whether they should have kids at all, 
knowing that kids will contribute to the “climate crisis.” The Bible encourages us to see 
the beauty of God’s creation, and the Bible is not indifferent to the frogs and dogs and 

fireflies. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord (Ps. 150:6). But the Bible’s narrative 

arc is not geocentric (as if the redemptive story were mainly about earth) or biocentric 
(as if it were mainly about plants and animals). The Bible’s story is anthropocentric. 

God sent his Son to save those made in his image. What’s more, as those made in his 
image, we are not an alien species on the planet, malignant tumors that only devour 
and destroy. We are sub-creators. We are meant to tend the garden. We can solve prob-

lems and make the world more inhabitable. If the climate crisis is as dire as we are told, 
lasting solutions will come from the efforts of our children, not their elimination. 

 It is striking to note how different our version of the good life is from Isaiah’s eschato-
logical vision. In Isaiah 65, the prophet unveils the coming of the new heavens and new 
earth. The vision includes elements all people would cherish: peace, prosperity, protec-

tion. But the vision is also surprisingly domestic. We hear of children no longer dying in 
infancy and children born for blessing instead of calamity. We read of building houses 
and inhabiting them, of planting vineyards and eating their fruit. The picture is familial 

and generational, with an old man, a young man, an infant, and descendants together 
with their parents. Today’s version of the good life is more individualistic and more 

consumeristic. The good life has migrated from the home to the marketplace, to places 
of entertainment, and to the inner recesses of the self. Blessing is found in escaping the 
home—in travel, in consumption, in freedom from the bonds of domesticity. 
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 My aim is not to make a theological case for or against birth control. The predica-
ment we are in as a nation does not require Christians to eschew every form of family 

planning. I do not urge Christian couples to have as many children as possible. 

 But I do urge them to have more children. How many more I cannot say. Many cou-

ples must weigh risks pertaining to age, illness, miscarriage, or difficult pregnancies. But 
“more than two kids,” and “more kids than you think you can handle,” might be a good 
place to start. The fertility gap between religious and nonreligious Americans has been 

growing for two decades and now is wider than ever. This gap is not enough to offset 
the defections of “nones” from the ranks of the church—but it could, if religious Ameri-
cans increased from barely hitting the replacement rate to about 2.4 children each. In 

other words, the difference between three kids and two kids—provided the culture of 
faith is thick enough in the home and in the church to keep those kids among the faith-

ful—could be the difference between an America in which religion is declining and an 
America in which it is on the rise. Unfortunately, contemporary American life does not 
make raising lots of children easy.  

 A culture with declining fertility will become accustomed to smaller and smaller fami-
lies. The feedback loop is hard to interrupt. With fewer children, parents become more 
child-centric. And as parents become more child-centric, they do not see how they could 

possibly have more than one or two children. It takes a stubborn otherworldliness for 
parents to dare to give their children more by giving them less. 

 Part of being a conservative is being realistic about what we can achieve on earth. The 
disintegration of the family will not be undone in five years—maybe fifty, if the Lord 
allows. Still, we can do our part to promote social health in the here and now and to 

sow seeds for a later harvest. To that end, I offer two modest proposals. 
 First, we must put the institution and well-being of the family at the center of a re-

newed conservatism. Many of the philosophical fathers of liberalism were not fathers at 
all: Spinoza, Locke, Hume, and Mill, were all childless, and Rousseau abandoned his 
five children to orphanages. Conservatives must find a way to defend the God-given 

rights of the individual while affirming that the exercise of those rights takes place chief-
ly within the gift of the family. Such a conservatism will not just insist on vaguely de-
fined “family values.” It will stand resolute in the conviction that all efforts to redefine 

the family as something other than a pre-political institution rooted in sex differentia-
tion and procreation will not lead to civilizational health. 

 Second, if we must place the family at the center of our conservatism, it is even more 
critical that we place it at the center of our lives—not a god, of course, but one of the 
very best things God wants us to pursue. Christian schools should reassess whether 

they are preparing students just for college and career, or whether they are preparing 
them also for the family. Pastors should make sure their people know that the most di-

rect path to changing the world starts with changing a diaper. Too often Christian lead-
ers lay impossible burdens on their people, insisting that they solve a host of social ills 
and become experts in a thousand different areas, forgetting to assure them that to get 

married, raise children in the church, and stay married is a life well lived. Women in 
particular need to know that motherhood is not a lesser calling, an interruption in the 
real business of life or an impediment to their being truly purposeful. Just once I’d like 

to see a Christian college spotlight a stay-at-home mom in its alumni magazine. From 
the way Christian schools market themselves, you would never imagine that most of 

their women graduates become mothers or that normal family life is an honorable call-
ing. 
 Moreover, we must understand marriage as the exchange of duties and obligations, 

not merely of emotions and experiences. And we must admit—that many young men 
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and women should be getting married earlier. Since 1950, the average age of first mar-
riage for women has increased from just over 22 old to almost 28. Women are having 

fewer children in part because they are having fewer married years in which to have 

children. And surely, for both sexes, resisting the allure of pornography and fornication 

is not made easier when sexual desires burn hot for ten or fifteen years before marriage 
is ever considered. The Bible never says “Thou must finish thine education before mar-
riage,” or “backpack through Europe before marriage,” or “make time to binge-watch 

Netflix before marriage.” The Bible does say that it is better to marry than to burn (1 
Cor. 7:9). 
 Above all, we must believe what the Scriptures tell us, that children are a heritage 

from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward (Ps. 127:3). Having children is not for the 
faint of heart. Kids are expensive. They are messy and exhausting. They take your time 

and can break your heart. They probably will never love you as much as you love them. 
Let’s not be romantic about it: Children are a burden. But they are also one of the great-
est earthly blessings. The promise to Abraham of progeny was not his curse, and neither 

is it ours.  
 Throughout America and around the world, we see that faith and family stand and 
fall together. Conservative, devoutly religious persons have more children than their 

liberal and secular counterparts. Even  
within the church, mainline denominations have dwindled in part because their mem-

bers are dying off without faithful children to replace them. Conservative churches have 
grown (or at least held their own) because their parishioners have had babies and kept 
more of those babies in the fold. 

 In the end, having children is not merely an act of dogged obedience, or even simply 
an act of faith. It’s an act of transcendence. When I tell my child as he heads out the 

door, “Remember you are a DeYoung,” I am not only exhorting him to act in keeping 
with our values, I am sending our family name out into the world—into places where I 
cannot be and a future too distant for me to reach. The Bible is full of genealogies that 

show that we are a people with a past and a future. When Genesis 5 traces the line from 
Adam to Noah, the refrain “and he died” is a reminder of the curse of death—but that 
each man had a son is a reminder of the promise that comes through birth (Gen. 3:15). 

The God who has put eternity into our hearts (Eccl. 3:11) also means to put children 
into the womb (Mal. 2:15). When we grasp one, we will grasp the other.  
 

Destroying the Healthy Bodies of Minor Children 
Written by Denny Burk 
 

 Matt Walsh has posted a thread on Twitter that is currently going viral. It features 
videos from the transgender clinic at Vanderbilt in Nashville. You need to watch these 

videos to understand just how disturbing the treatment of gender-confused children real-
ly is. 

 The videos reveal that the doctors are performing gender “affirmation” surgeries on 
children because it’s a “big money maker.” According to Vanderbilt, surgeries removing 
children’s healthy sexual organs are lucrative because they require a lot of “follow ups.” 

Which is another way of saying that cutting off healthy organs often results in life-
altering, long-term, painful complications. That’s why “follow-ups” are required. But 
it’s a big “money maker” for the doctors, so no problem as far as they are concerned. 

 The videos also reveal that Vanderbilt has warned medical providers not to have any 
conscientious objections. Any medical provider raising religious objections to sterilizing 

and mutilating children will be deemed “problematic” and will face “consequences.” 
Vanderbilt also has partnered with a group of transgender activists who will police med-
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ical providers to make sure that they don’t step out of line. 
 If you watch the videos keep in mind that what you are seeing has been going on for 

years. You are seeing what is called “gender affirming healthcare.” It is not based on 

science but on transgender ideology and propaganda. If you bring your gender-confused 

child to one of these clinics, they will put your child on the path to destroying their fer-
tility, to mutilating their sexual organs, and to a hundred other long-term physical prob-
lems due to suppressing puberty, cross-sex hormones, and surgeries. 

 So-called “gender affirming healthcare” is a nightmare, and it is claiming the lives 
and health of children across this country. But you aren’t going to hear this from the 
mainstream media. They are suppressing the truth about the giant medical experiment 

that “gender affirming healthcare” runs on children from coast to coast. But they are not 
going to be able to keep the lid on this indefinitely because there is a growing number of 

“detransitioners” who are becoming adults and telling their sad stories. 
 Just yesterday, I watched and listened to detransitioner Chloe Cole tell her story of 
cross-sex hormones and a double-mastectomy. She now grieves the loss of any chance 

of ever giving birth to children. In her video she states: “This is what so-called ‘gender 
affirming care’ is all about. They destroy the healthy bodies of minor children all in ser-
vice of a bankrupt, activist ideology. The ideologues at the clinics browbeat parents into 

consenting to all of this by telling them if they don’t go through with ‘treatments,’ then 
their child will kill themselves: “Would you rather have a dead daughter or a live son?” It is 

the darkest and most insidious manipulation imaginable, and it is literally happening in 

gender clinics across the country as you are reading this.” 
 One of the most distressing aspects of this whole thing is that the ideologues want to 
do all of this against the wishes of parents if need be. I just visited with a school teacher 

in California last month. He had just finished his teacher in-service training for the new 
school year. Administrators instructed all teachers that they must go along with the gen-

der transitions of their students. That means using their preferred pronouns and 
transgender names and allowing them to use the bathroom of their choice. The state 
also requires teachers to conceal a child’s transition from his parents. If a teacher ever 

talks to a parent, he has to use the child’s birthname and pronouns to conceal from the 
parents what their child is doing at school. This teacher told me that refusal to keep the 
parents in the dark can result in a teacher losing his teaching license. 

 Make no mistake. If parents get in the way of a child’s transition, transgender ideo-
logues have no problem whatsoever with cutting parents out of the equation. 

 We have to look this thing full-on in the face because children’s lives are at stake. Sac-
rificing the healthy bodies of minor children on the altar of transgender ideology is 
simply unconscionable. This must end.  
 

Talk About an Awkward Term 
by Rev. Calvin Goligher 
 

“You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.” (Lev. 18:22) 
 

“If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they 

shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them” (Lev. 20:13). 
 

 Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 are some of the most offensive texts in Scripture. Even for 
Christians who love the Bible, these verses are very awkward. But perhaps we can learn 
something important from the term abomination. Maybe our avoidance of awkwardness 

is one of the problems when it comes to the way we talk about sex. We would rather 

discuss issues that are more familiar and manageable. We argue about the law, health, 
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each side’s rhetoric, and every possible category touching on human sexuality that does 
not touch that one, awkward term from Leviticus. 

 Abomination does not fit into our manageable categories because it concerns holiness, 

which itself concerns questions of ultimate importance. What are we willing to live for? 
To die for? What is a good human life? How can I live such a life? To truly answer these 

questions, we need to understand holiness. And that means things might get awkward. 
 Holiness can lurk in strange places. Just ask Moses. Managing sheep in the wilder-
ness, he stumbled across a humble bush—and a flame that burned without fuel. The 

uncreated Creator spoke with a humble creature. This was not an easy encounter for 
Moses: shoes off, life changed, power granted, mission undertaken. Moses found God’s 
holiness uncomfortable. At the same time, it was life-giving. 

 Sex is another strange place to find holiness. Yet we do find it there, along with this 
word “abomination,” which simply means a violation of something holy or sacred. Idola-

try is an abomination because it destroys true and holy worship (e.g. Deut. 7:25). Idola-

try also leads to other evils, such as child sacrifice, which God likewise considers an 

abomination (Deut. 12:31). 
 Some have suggested that the biblical authors only considered homosexual activities 

abominable because they were connected with idolatry. The implication is that homo-
sexuality is not forbidden to us today, so long as we avoid the idolatry part. But the de-

tails of the text do not support this view. Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13, where homosexual 
practices are called abominations, are both descriptions of various forms of sexual sin. 
Idolatry is not the issue in these passages. 

 What’s more, by restricting the term “abomination” entirely to the issue of idolatry, 
we miss the amazing message of this text: your body is holy! This is a profound truth, and 

a major reason to pursue sexual holiness. As Paul said: “Your body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit” (1 Corinthians 6:19). Sexual immorality is not just a breach of the rules, but a 

violation of holy space. In other words, it’s an abomination. 

 When discussing the holiness of the human bodies, it’s crucial that we understand this 

holiness in the context of sexual differentiation. Your body is not simply holy; it is holy 
as male or as female. Scripture shows that this aspect is especially important for the holi-

ness of our bodies. In Genesis 2:21, we are told that God formed Eve out of Adam’s 

“side.” The word here is not a normal term for part of a human body (perhaps a “rib”). 
Rather, it is a term for part of a holy building. Except for one place where it describes a 
“hillside” (2 Samuel 16:13), all other appearances of the word are in the tabernacle (16 

times in Exodus 25-40), Solomon’s temple (7 times in 1 Kings), and the temple of Ezeki-
el’s vision (7 times in Ezekiel 41). This term of sacred architecture is used for the very 
spot where God first differentiated between man and woman. 

 From this, we can see that God calls homosexual practices an abomination for two 
reasons. First, all sexual immorality violates the holiness of a human body. Second, 

homosexual practices violate that holiness even more specifically by overturning an 
especially significant part of human bodies, namely our sexual differences. 
 If there is anything that we can all learn from this discussion, it’s that we should not 

approach the subject of sex with a casual or glib attitude, as if it is all no big deal. This is 
God’s house, and what you do with it matters. Standing on holy ground is not easy, but 

it is life-giving. And God promises to help us: 
 

“Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and 

spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God” (2 Corinthians 7:1).  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

John & Gail Conner 

Avant Ministries - Tulsa, OK 

November 2022 
He [Jesus] said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed 

by His own authority; but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to 

the remotest part of the earth.” Acts 1:7,8 

 

 These are Jesus’ last words as He ascended to initiate His 
on-going work through His church. They are a prophetic 

declaration of what He will be doing through His people as 
He enables them to be His witnesses. It is a foretelling of 
what we see occurring in the account of Acts and is the 

story that is still on-going today. Notice a few details of this 
last statement. He is declaring what “you” (plural, so in 
good Texan “Y’all”) will experience. God’s working is a 

collective, interdependent participation together and indi-
vidually in what He says will occur. It is not just some, but 

us all. Jesus declares that two things will definitely, surely 
occur in the future. First, we all will be enabled or empow-
ered by the Spirit of Jesus. This began at Pentecost and has 

not ceased. It is the Spirit’s empowering that enables us His 
people. Secondly, we the church will, definitely, surely BE a certain kind of people. We 

will BE witnesses who have seen, experienced, known Jesus. So certainly, we will BE 

HIS witnesses. And as sure, definite and certain is the geographic extent to which the 

church will carry their witness of Jesus—locally, regionally and even to the ends of the 
earth. Acts shows the pattern working itself out in the early church and this same work-
ing of God’s Spirit still is carrying out this witness to Jesus locally, regionally to the re-

motes parts of the globe. This is still what our Lord is about—in and through us all, His 
church. 

 Our local church in Tulsa is intent on establishing a Hispanic Celebrate Recovery 

ministry and has a couple currently in training to help lead this ministry. Please pray for 

these leaders to persevere in the demands of studies and training to be qualified to initi-
ate such a ministry. Training leaders is also on-going for our regular church ministries. 
Two couples are pursuing on-line training and are active in serving our body. John 

helps mentor these leaders and currently is teaching a class on the life and ministry of 
Jesus using a harmony of the four gospel accounts. 
 John’s missionary mentor, Jhojan, is pursuing certification to teach Spanish as an 

international language for mission entry purposes into India. This opportunity was en-
gendered by his summer mission trip to India. So, on top of his seminary training, he 

additionally is pursuing this certification. Please pray for the funds for this process and 

for Jhojan to be able to be diligent and successful in both these crucial training processes 

that he might be enabled to go upon graduation. 
 At SETECA (Central American Theological Seminary in Guatemala) in person clas-
ses have begun again, yet there are still some who choose to follow along online. The 
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Nursery November 20 
Babies: 

Eleanor Bowden, Mary Fowler, 
Kay Stanford 

Toddlers: 

Deborah Focht, Tricia Morris 
Preschoolers: 

Ashley Leoni, Elinor Morris 

 
 

Nursery November 27 
Babies: 

Jay & Lisa Rowe 
Toddlers: 

Sona Bailey, TBD 
Preschoolers: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 

Bible Reading Schedule  

November 2022 

   

  1   Matthew 20-21 

  2   Luke 18:15-19:48 

  3   Mark 11; John 12 

  4   Matthew 22; Mark 12 

  5   Matthew 23; Luke 20-21 

  6   Mark 13 

  7   Matthew 24 

  8   Matthew 25 

  9   Matthew 26; Mark 14 

  10 Luke 22; John 13 

  11 John 14-17 

  12 Matthew 27; Mark 15 

  13 Luke 23; John 18-19 

  14 Matthew 28; Mark 16 

  15 Luke 24; John 20-21 

  16 Acts 1-3 

  17 Acts 4-6 

  18 Acts 7-8 

  19 Acts 9-10 

  20 Acts 11-12 

  21 Acts 13-14 

  22 James 

  23 Acts 15-16 

  24 Galatians 1-3 

  25 Galatians 4-6 

  26 Acts 17-18:18 

  27 1 Thessalonians; 2 Thessalonians 

  28 Acts 18:19-19:41 

  29 1 Corinthians 1-4 

  30 1 Corinthians 5-8 

SETECA President recently wrote request-
ing we ask the Lord to grow the number of 

students specifically in the undergraduate, 
the graduate, and the E-Learning pro-

grams. These three programs provide a 
large part of the economic ability to fund 

all the seminary’s programs. So please pray 

for increased numbers of students for these 
three programs. 

 Gail is not only very busy teaching spe-
cial needs learners in the understaffed pub-

lic school, but on top of this is also still 
finalizing the training modules for state 

certification as a teacher. Please pray for 

stamina both to aid these very needy chil-
dren’s learning, and to successfully finish 

her certification training. 
 Please rejoice with us as on November 

12 our Katie will be married to Jeramie 
Ashton. We will be in Houston for the 
wedding and look forward to celebrating 

with her and some of the other family 
members coming to the joyful event. 
 We are always humbled and grateful for 

the blessing of such long-term friends, pray-
er support, and donors which all of you 

are. Our Lord’s generosity through you all 
has always astounded us and moves us to 
thanksgiving to Him for you all! 

 
Yours—for Jesus’ sake, 
 

John & Gail 
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any of the 

pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating your desire to 

talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for November: Kelly Stanford, Michael Walker 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 

No Joy Class  9:00 a.m. 

Supper: Chili & Grilled Cheese 5:30 p.m. 

Adventure Club 6:20 p.m. 

Youth 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study 6:45 p.m. 

 

Thursday & Friday 

Thanksgiving: Office Closed and no activities 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“John”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Jackson 
“Psalms” Fellowship Hall:  Tom Keller 

“Christian Apologetics” Gym Overhang:  Bob Dimmitt 
  

 

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers Room 24 Susan Su and Deborah Focht 
Pre-K Room 25:  Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 

   Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


