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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Ministry Opportunity 

Help! Drivers needed. We are looking for a number of people who are able to help give 
rides to people to and from our Wednesday and Sunday Services. Please see Shawn 
Champion if you are interested in helping in this way. 
 

Evening Worship 

Tonight at 6:00 p.m. Join us! 
 

Joy Class 

Tuesday, November 15, 9:00 a.m. All ladies welcome! Note: there is no Joy Class meeting 

on November 22 and 29. 
 

Wednesday Night 

This Wednesday, November 16, our Meat Loaf meal begins at 5:30 p.m. Be sure to sign 

up in the hall! Adventure Club starts at 6:20 in the gym, and Youth at 6:30 in the Fel-

lowship Hall, and both go until 8:00 p.m. Bible study is in the Sanctuary at 6:45 p.m. 
  

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

Thursday, November 17, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Young Adults’ Bible Study 

The Young Adults Bible Study is back! We will be studying the book of James twice a 

month on Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:00 p.m. The next meeting is Thursday, No-

vember 17. Please see Shawn Champion for more details and location. 
 

WOL Night Out: Fall Fellowship 

The Potluck in the Pavilion is rescheduled for this Friday, November 18, at 6:00 p.m. 

Sign up and show up for a fun time. 
 

Prayer in the Square 

FABC is participating in “Prayer in the Square” on this coming Saturday, November 

19. Please leave in time to find parking and meet at Madison Square at 11:00 am. If you 

need a ride or want to car pool contact Tom Keller before Saturday. We can pray as a 

group or you can pray by yourself. We will be praying from 11-12 noon and you can 
leave as soon as you are finished. Thanks for your participation and willingness to pray! 
 

November  13 ,  2022 

FABC Elders 

Continued on p. 4 
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November 13, 2022 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 46:4-7 
Pew Bible p. 472 

 

Hymn, bulletin p.6 
“We Will Feast” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Tom Keller 
1 John 2:12 

Pew Bible p. 1021 
 

Hymn #467, bulletin p. 7 
“Since I Have Been Redeemed” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 65 
Shawn Champion 

Pew Bible p. 480 
 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 8-9 
“Jesus, Thank You” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
Do You Think It’s Worth It? 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10, Pew Bible p. 970 

2 Corinthians #52 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 10 
“Benediction” 
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A.M. Notes 

Do You Think It’s Worth It? 
2 Corinthians #52 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
 

 

Paul turned the attention of the Corinthians from irrelevant credentials to those that 

were an apostle’s authentic marks. What distinguished servants of Christ was their 

likeness to the suffering Servant of Isaiah 53.  

 

 

The event Paul mentions occurred 14 years earlier, sometime in the years A.D. 42-

44 before Paul’s missionary journeys reported in Acts  

 

 

Some have noted that unlike modern charlatans, who claim trips to heaven and 

visions of God, Paul gave no sensational, detailed description of what he saw or 

experienced in heaven but mentioned only what he heard.  

 

 

 

 

The word translated thorn means “a sharp stake used for torturing or impaling 

someone.” Paul did not know whether this “thorn in the flesh” was a temporary 

testing from God, or a permanent experience he would have to learn to live with. 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most important traits of a true man of God is marked by how he has 

responded to and reacted to - suffering.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elated=NT:5229-To lift above, elevate, exalt, be conceited, arrogant, insolent.  

 

 

Do you consider your pain, suffering etc. – [is it] worth it if God’s main purpose is  

to ___________________________________________________________________? 
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Continued from p. 1 

November: 
18 WOL Fall Fellowship: Potluck in the Pavilion 6:00 p.m. 

19 Prayer in the Square 11:00 a.m. 

20 Parent/Child Dedication in Morning Worship 

22 Wednesday on Tuesday 

24-25 Office closed for Thanksgiving  

27 Cookies, Cocoa, Coffee, & Carols 6:00 p.m. 

29-12/1  Senior Saints’ Christmas Trip 
 

December: 
7 Christmas Banquet 7:00 p.m. 

24 Christmas Eve Service 5:00 p.m. 

31 New Year’s Eve Cookoff 6:00 p.m. 
 

January: 
1 Office Closed 

Parent/Child Dedication 

A Parent/Child Dedication is scheduled during Morning Worship on Sunday, Novem-

ber 20. Contact Cindy Wise if you plan to participate! 
 

Wednesday on Tuesday 

The week of Thanksgiving, our Wednesday night activities are moved to Tuesday! 

Come on November 22 for our normal Wednesday night goings-on. 
 

Cocoa, Coffee, Cookies, & Carols 

Sunday, November 27, at 6:00 p.m. This has become a fun tradition! Please bring some 

Christmas goodies to share! 
 

Senior Saints’ Trip 

The group is leaving Tuesday, November 29, at 6:30 a.m.!  
 

Mission Trip 2023 

The Organization Team will be meeting for prayer and planning on Tuesday afternoon, 

December 6, at 1:00 pm. If you have not signed up and still want to participate in plan-

ning contact Tom Keller. Thanks for your willingness to serve! 
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SAVANNAH, GA  

We wanted to let you know how 

much we appreciated the meals 
you all organized for us. With my 

leg injuries, I could not walk, 
much less worry about grocery 
shopping and cooking. The meals 

truly nourished our soul. 

Charles & Betty Hurndon 
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Articles 
A Biblical Response to Cancel Culture 
By Eric Lyons, M.Min -edited for space 

 

 Cambridge Dictionary defines “cancel culture” as “a way of behaving in a society 

or group, especially on social media, in which it is common to completely reject or 

stop supporting someone because they have said or done something that offends 

you.” Last year, Joe Rogan, the world’s most popular podcaster (with nearly 13 

million subscribers), was the target of many in mainstream and social media for 

some of his comments regarding COVID-19 and vaccinations. In 2020, many 

called for the canceling of the world’s most popular author, J.K. Rowling. The au-

thor of the Harry Potter series, who is no defender of biblical sexual values, is a be-

liever in, and occasional defender of, the reality of biological sex (i.e., men are 

males and women are females). For not toeing the more politically correct party 

line of transgender identity, Rowling was blistered on social media and suffered 

waves of harassment and cancelations. 

 In recent years, many Christians (and those associated with Christianity) in the 

U.S. have felt the sting of cancel culture. 

 

• On December 6, 2018, in West Point, Virginia, “the school board overseeing 

West Point High School voted unanimously to terminate the employment of 

French teacher Peter Vlaming” for refusing “to use a transgender student’s pre-

ferred pronoun, citing religious reasons.” Though Vlaming was “well-liked by 

his students, and did his best to accommodate their needs and requests,” and 

“consistently accommodated the [transgender] student by using the student’s 

preferred name instead of the student’s given name” (avoiding the use of any 

pronoun), Vlaming was ultimately fired for “something he couldn’t say.” 

 

• In January 2021, Twitter locked the account of Daily Citizen, a magazine owned 

by Focus on the Family. What was the magazine’s violation? They posted: “On 

Tuesday, President-elect Joe Biden announced that he had chosen Dr. Rachel 

Levine to serve as Assistant Secretary for Health at the Department of HHS. 

Dr. Levine is a transgender woman, that is, a man who believes he is a wom-

an.”  

 

• It seems more than acceptable to be pro-abortion in the corporate world. How-

ever, when John Gibson, the CEO of Tripwire Interactive (a video game devel-

oper), tweeted on September 4, 2021, how proud he was of the U.S. Supreme 

Court for “affirming the Texas law banning abortion for babies with a heart-

beat,” he was quickly canceled. Gibson’s tweet “drew fire on social media,” 

and the CEO found himself without a job only two days later when Tripwire 

announced the company was moving forward with a new interim CEO. 

 

 We could go on and on with examples such as these from just the past decade. 

The fact is, the U.S. has become increasingly more non-religious and immoral in 

https://apologeticspress.org/people/eric-lyons-mmin/
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the past 50 years and increasingly intolerant of what the Bible teaches about many 

things. Suffice it to say, being a Bible-believing, Jesus-following, Gospel-teaching 

Christian in 21st-century America (regardless of how genuinely kind you might be) 

may very well get you, your family, church, Christian school, podcast, Twitter ac-

count, etc., canceled one way or another. 

 
Cancel Culture Is Nothing New for God’s People 

 Am I saddened that America is not nearly as religious as previous generations? 

Am I sickened by a society that has become increasingly more like the one Isaiah 

saw in Jerusalem 2,700 years ago—where people “call evil good, and good evil; who 

put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bit-

ter” (Isaiah 5:20)? Most certainly. Though America has always been far from per-

fect, it seems that sin has never been as publicly, prevalently, and perversely cele-

brated as it is today. We should be careful not to get too “bent out of shape” about 

cancel culture in light of the fact that cancel culture is nothing new for God’s peo-

ple.  

 When Abraham’s great-grandson Joseph died in Egypt, along with all of his gen-

eration, a new king arose “who did not know Joseph” (Exodus 1:8). Shortly thereafter, 

Pharaoh and the Egyptians began making the day-by-day lives of the Israelites in-

creasingly miserable. “They set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their bur-

dens” (1:11). “The Egyptians made the children of Israel serve with rigor. And they made 

their lives bitter with hard bondage” (1:13-14). The king of Egypt even went so far as to 

cancel the ever-growing population of the Israelites by commanding the Hebrew 

midwives to kill all the newborn sons of the Israelites, sparing only the daughters 

(1:16). When this plan failed, “Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, ‘Every son 

who is born you shall cast into the river’” (1:22). 

 Threatened by the arrival of the promised Messiah, the wicked King Herod the 

Great sought to kill baby Jesus and thus “sent forth and put to death all the male chil-

dren who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and un-

der” (Matthew 2:16). Herod Antipas imprisoned John the baptizer “for the sake of 

Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife; for he had married her. Because John had said to Herod, 

‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’ Therefore Herodias held it against him 

and wanted to kill him” (Mark 6:17-19). She eventually got her wish. The courageous 

prophet of God and forerunner of Christ was permanently canceled by being be-

headed.  

 During Jesus’ ministry, the hard-hearted, hypocritical religious leaders of His day 

continually sought to cancel Him. As soon as the perfectly meek and sinless Son of 

God began to reveal Himself as the long-awaited Messiah in His hometown of 

Nazareth, “all those in the synagogue…were filled with wrath, and rose up and thrust Him 

out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that 

they might throw Him down over the cliff” (Luke 4:16-30). Thankfully, Jesus escaped. 

 After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, the Jewish chief priests and Pharisees 

“plotted to put Him to death…from that day on” (John 11:53). Ultimately, Jesus was 

arrested, mocked, beaten, scourged, and nailed to a cross. 

 Early Christianity was born into a world of cancel culture. Jesus had prophesied 

that the apostles would “have tribulation” (John 16:33) and, indeed, they did. In 

Acts 2, on the first Pentecost after the death and resurrection of Jesus, the apostles 
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were mocked as being drunk (Acts 2:13). Soon thereafter, the apostles were arrested 

three times. They were threatened, imprisoned, and beaten by their Jewish rulers 

(Acts 4-5). Herod killed the apostle James and then arrested Peter with the likely 

intention of killing him, too (12:1-4). Stephen was stoned to death for preaching 

Bible Truth to a “stiff-necked” people (7:51-60). Then “a great persecution arose 

against the church which was at Jerusalem,” and they were “scattered throughout 

the regions of Judea and Samaria” (8:1). 

 If the early Church could hear Christians in today’s America complain about 

cancel culture, I cannot help but think they would tell us to “toughen up.” Chris-

tians today in North Korea, China, or various Middle Eastern countries would 

gladly exchange their cruel and repressive cancel culture for ours.  

 I’m not saying cancel culture is not real. I’m not suggesting we be unsympathetic 

toward anyone who has suffered the loss of a job, public humiliation, relentless 

criticism, emotional stress, financial difficulties, etc.—especially for righteousness’ 

sake.  

 But I am imploring God’s people not to act as if (1) we are the only ones to face 

cancel culture or (2) we have it that hard, comparatively speaking. 

 
Resist the Cancel-Culture Mentality 

 The temptation to react to cancel culture with a similar canceling mentality is 

real. Like immature children, we are tempted to respond to ridicule with ridicule, 

to wrath with wrath, and to censorship with censorship. However, God calls us to a 

much higher standard. We can choose to be like the angry cancel-culture mob in 

Acts 7—an incensed crowd who “shouted with loud voices, and covered their ears 

and rushed” at Stephen (Acts 7:57, NASB), and “cast him out of the city and 

stoned him” (7:58). Or, we can choose to follow the instructions of God and be 

“swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce 

the righteousness of God” (James 1:19-20). We can choose to be Christ-like and 

“turn the other cheek” and “go the extra mile” (cf. Matthew 5:39,41).  

 Jesus knew before He ever came to Earth that most people would either hate 

Him or care nothing for Him. He knew He was coming into a chaotic cancel cul-

ture, yet He still came for the purpose of saving souls. One thousand years before 

Christ, David prophesied that the Messiah would be “scorned by everyone, despised by 

the people.” The people would “mock” Him and “hurl insults, shaking their 

heads” (Psalm 22:6-7, NIV). Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would be “despised and 

rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3). 

 Jesus willfully came to reside in and engage a world full of the cancel-culture 

mentality. He came to a people who would go so far to cancel Him that they brutal-

ly crucified Him. Yet, Jesus responded with love, open arms, and a forgiving spirit. 

Jesus communicated love from the cross to the very end. Ever since the crucifixion 

and resurrection of Jesus, His invitation for anyone to receive eternal life has re-

mained open. 

 This same Jesus said, “Go into all the world [even to cancel-culture] and preach the gos-

pel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). Don’t withdraw from cancel culture and allow 

your light to go dim. As Peter said: “Always be ready to give a defense to everyone who 

asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15).  
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Respond to Cancel Culture with… 

 So how should we engage a culture that seems to be growing less religious and 

more intolerant toward Christianity day by day? What biblical principles and pre-

cepts must we keep in the forefront of our minds as we face increasing amounts of 

intimidation and discrimination? 

 
Courageous Determination to Be Faithful 

Regardless of all that is going on around us and regardless of what happens to us, 

God expects His people to “not be afraid of what you are about to suffer” but “be faithful, 

even to the point of death” (Revelation 2:10). If Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego 

could face a fiery furnace, then we have no excuses. 

 Though there are many “enemies of the cross of Christ, with dogged determina-

tion,” we are to be “reaching forward to those things which are ahead” and “press[ing] 

toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-

14). 

 
Patience 

 Cancel culture nearly always rushes to judgment. The mainstream media tends to 

be quick to pounce on people, especially those whom they dislike. Christians des-

perately need to take a deep breath, clear their minds daily, and cautiously navigate 

the tumultuous world around us, including and especially on social media. We 

need to meditate regularly upon the fact that Almighty God is “the God of pa-

tience” (Romans 15:5). Peter wrote about how “the Divine longsuffering waited in the 

days of Noah” (1 Peter 3:20). The Lord then waited some 400 years before judging 

the iniquity of the Amorites and the rest of the wicked Canaanite nations (Genesis 

15:14-16). The Bible is clear in its portrayal of God: He is “longsuffering…not willing 

that any should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).  

 God expects Christians to “walk worthy of the calling with which you were called…

with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love” (Ephesians 4:1-2). So, rather than 

be quick-tempered and jump at the opportunities to try to cancel what we deem to 

be cancel culture, “let us not grow weary while doing good…. [A]s we have opportunity, let 

us do good to all” (Galatians 6:9-10). 

 
Love 

 Hateful things are often said and done on social media. Christians are often ac-

cused of being hateful for believing and teaching what the Bible says about many 

things, including God’s creation of two (and only two) genders, the sanctity of all 

human life (including the unborn), all forms of sexual immorality, and the narrow 

road to eternal life going only through the Savior, Jesus Christ. The entirety of 

God’s Word has never been popular with the majority of humanity. The response 

sometimes (or oftentimes) is to accuse Christians of being hateful. 

 Regardless of what the world does, God’s instructions are clear: “love the Lord” 

and “love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39).  

 
Sincerity 

 Paul warned, “Let love be without hypocrisy” (Romans 12:9). Jesus called out many 

of the religious leaders of His day, saying, “You…outwardly appear righteous to men, 
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but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness” (Matthew 23:28). 

 Years prior to Paul penning 2 Timothy, he desired this young servant of Christ to 

accompany him on his second missionary journey (into some hostile, pagan cancel-

culture societies—Acts 16-17). Note carefully, however, that Paul only wanted this 

after coming to learn that Timothy “was well spoken of by the brethren”. That is, those 

who knew him best were genuinely able to vouch for his sincere love for the Lord 

and His Church. 

 
Reason 

 Cancel culture is generally unreasonable. Canceling tactics often include shout-

ing, bullying, threatening, slandering, discriminating, and trying to silence the op-

position in the public square (whether in person or on social media).  

 The prophet Isaiah responded to the moral corruption of his day by calling his 

hearers to “come now, and let us reason together” (Isaiah 1:18). When the prophet Sam-

uel addressed the nation of Israel at King Saul’s coronation, he did not deliver an 

emotionally based speech but “reason[ed] with them” (1 Samuel 12:7).  

 In Ephesus, Paul had spent months in the local synagogue and years in the school 

of Tyrannus “reasoning” about Christianity. His message was true; his defense was 

logical; his intentions were honorable. The Ephesian idolaters, however, were the 

exact opposite. Whereas Paul reasoned that “they are not gods which are made with 

hands”, the pagan Ephesians were more concerned about money and tradition than 

truth and reason. They proceeded to be driven by angry emotions as “the whole city 

was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one accord…. [M]ost of them did 

not even know why they had come together.” Such mob-like tactics (1) seem somewhat 

characteristic of the cancel culture of our day and (2) are the very opposite of how 

NT Christians are to conduct themselves. 

 Do not miss the stark contrast between the true Gospel of Jesus Christ that Paul 

defended and the repetitive, emotionally charged nonsense that Demetrius and the 

pagan Gentiles preached. Paul “persuaded and turned away many people” from idola-

try to the true and living God in Ephesus and “throughout almost all of Asia” (Acts 

19:26). He did it without force or the threat of force. He did it without reverting to 

dishonest, foolish tactics. It was with crystal-clear arguments that could withstand 

scrutiny and with genuine love for the Lord and lost souls that Paul sought to per-

suade open-minded, honest-hearted people to follow the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
Continual Teaching 

 Finally, though Christians living within a cancel culture are to be loving, patient, 

and humbly submissive to those in positions of authority, we must never stop teach-

ing the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:16). We must never harass, badg-

er, and be unkind, but we must continue to scatter “the seed…the word of God” (Luke 

8:11).  

 Jesus responded to cancel culture by becoming the greatest Teacher the world has 

ever known. After the apostles were beaten and commanded once again “that they 

should not speak in the name of Jesus” (Acts 5:40), they were released. How did these 

early disciples react to such intense cancel culture? They “rejoic[ed] that they were 

counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. And daily in the temple, and in every house, 

they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 5:41-42). 
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Conclusion 

Perhaps no other words in Scripture better pertain to Christians living, thriving, and 

teaching in a cancel culture than Peter, who repeatedly experienced cancel culture’s 

threats, bullying, and abuse, exhorted first-century saints who were about to face a 

“fiery trial”, saying: “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened. Always be prepared to 

give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 

this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak malicious-

ly against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander” (1 Peter 3:14-16).
 
 

The Grace of Remembering 
The Christian life is often fueled most of all by remembering those truths that God has 

already revealed to us. 

Written by Nicholas T. Batzig 

 

 Today marks 21 years since the Lord brought me to saving faith and repentance. 

I always find it to be a good practice to meditate on the way in which the Lord 

draw me out of a pit of sin and misery and to Himself in Christ. Remembering what 

we once were when we were dead in sins and what God did to mercifully draw us 

to Himself through the saving work of Christ is vital if we are to make advancement 

in our spiritual growth in grace. The Christian life is often fueled most of all not by 

learning new things (although there are always more important truths for us to 

learn in God’s word) but by remembering those truths that God has already re-

vealed to us. 

 There are at least three clear places in Scripture that encourage us to remember 

the truth of the gospel in order to make progress in growth in Christ-likeness. The 

first passage is Romans 6. There, the Apostle Paul explained that if we are united to 

Jesus we have died with Him, been buried with Him, and risen with Him. In light 

of this truth—and the accompanying truths about our having died to the power of 

sin since He died to its power—Paul charges believers with the following words: 

“Reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord” (Rom. 6:11). Paul was charging believers to preach a specific aspect of the 

Gospel—what theologians call definitive sanctification—to ourselves. This charge 

comes on the heel of the question, “Shall we continue in sin that grace might abound?” 

Through our union with Christ crucified and risen, we have a powerful tool to en-

courage holiness in the lives of believers. If we are struggling with a particular sin or 

on the brink of giving into some sin, Paul charges us to preach to ourselves that 

aspect of the gospel in which there has been a definitive breach with sin’s power. 

 In his second letter, the apostle Peter does something similar. By appealing to the 

believer’s justification, he calls his readers to add to their faith virtue, knowledge, self-

control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness and love (2 Peter 1:5-7). He then charg-

es them to “work hard” at adding these characteristics one to another, and promises 

them that by doing this they “will never stumble” and “an entrance will be supplied to 

them abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” This 

promise could easily be taken in a legal way—as if Peter is suggesting that it is be-

cause of our adding these things to one another in our lives we will be saved. How-
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ever, in 2 Peter 1:9, Peter explains that these virtues are the fruit of our having been 

justified through Christ’s death. He explained this when he wrote, “he who lacks these 

things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old 

sins” (2 Pet. 1:9). It is by remembering what Christ has done for us that we go for-

ward in Christ-likeness. This is also what Paul seems to be intimating in Colossians 

1:5-6. Here then we have another powerful example of our need to “preach the 

Gospel to ourselves.” 

 Finally, when we reach back into the OT, we find another example of this princi-

ple. In the Psalter there is a magnificent couplet written by the Sons of Korah. In 

the midst of the believer’s experiential trials (e.g. the feeling of barrenness, cast-offness 

and spiritual desertion), the Psalmist finds a sweet resolve by preaching to himself the 

truth that God is for him in Christ. Because of the truth of the Gospel, we can be 

confident that God will again make His redemptive favor known to believers after a 

time of experiencing the feeling of spiritual desertion. Immediately after saying, 

“Why are you cast down, O my soul? and why are you disquieted within me?” the Psalmist 

turns to preach the truth of God’s redeeming grace to himself. He counsels himself, 

“Hope in God; for I shall yet praise Him, the help of my countenance and my God” (Ps. 

42:5, 11; 43:5). Note also that the Psalmist is hoping in Gospel restoration. There is 

an anticipatory aspect to his prayer. 

 When we are failing to make progress in the Christian life, we need to be remind-

ed of what we were before the Lord drew us to Himself. We need to remind our-

selves of those precious truths of the gospel—namely, that through our union with 

Christ in His death and resurrection, the power of sin has been broken, the guilt of 

our sin has been forgiven and dealt with, and the assurance of God’s presence se-

cured to us. Remembering is one of the best practices a Christian can engage in 

throughout the duration of our sojourning through the wilderness of this world.  

F 
ood for thought: Ever think that there are some drawbacks to the immense 

freedom we have here in America? Here is one to ponder: so much freedom 

can increase our loneliness because we no longer have to stay in one place and 

“do life” with people who are also staying in this place; therefore we don’t make 

commitments. Why commit if we don’t have to? Why risk getting stuck in undesir-

able circumstances … 

 

Barry Cooper comments:  

“The god of open options is a cruel and vindictive god. He will break your heart. 

He will not let anyone get too close. But at the same time, because he is so spiteful, 

he will not let anyone get too far away because that would mean they are no longer 

an option. On and on it continues, exhausting, frustrating, confusing and endless, 

pulling towards and then pushing away, like the tide on a beach, never finally com-

mitting one way or the other. We have been like the starving man sitting in front of 

an all-you-can-eat buffet, dying simply because he would not choose between the 

shrimp and the chicken.  The god of open options is also a liar. He promises you 

that by keeping your options open, you can have everything and everyone. But in 

the end, you get nothing and no one.” 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Pascal & Becky Grenade 

Global Faith Mission - Mauritius 

October 24, 2022 

 

Dear friends, 

 We are very happy to 

be sending out this update 

from the US. We had a 

few setbacks in regards to 

our trip, but we have ar-

rived safely, for which we 

are grateful to the Lord. 

 We were scheduled to 

fly out Sunday one week 

ago, but Becky started 

experiencing some pain in 

her lower right abdomen a 

few days beforehand. Af-

ter five doctor's visits, and 

having fever, chills, and 

throwing up, the last doctor admitted Becky to the hospital to do a CT scan, as her 

symptoms were unclear. The IV helped her feel better, as she was dehydrated. The 

CT scans revealed the presence of a large stone in her ureter. The doctor suggested 

surgery to try to remove it as he was unsure if the stone would pass due to its size. 

So she had surgery Sunday morning (the day we were supposed to fly out). They 

were unable to remove the stone, but were able to break it up. Becky is feeling 

much better now. 

 We were able to reschedule our flights for this past Thursday at no extra cost. 

Our flights were not uneventful though. We arrived at the Mauritius airport a little 

after 5pm, as our first flight to Paris was supposed to leave at 8:10pm. However, 

after boarding, we sat on the plane for two hours due to a problem with the plane. 

Eventually, they de-boarded the whole plane, were able to fix the issue, and then 

we re-boarded the plane. We left Mauritius a little after midnight. This meant that 

we missed our connecting flights to New York, and then to Tampa. We missed our 

rescheduled flight as well, but thankfully made our re-rescheduled flights! We final-

ly arrived in Tampa a little after midnight Friday night. All our luggage was there, 

and we were happy to see Pascal's brother, Lio, his wife Grace, and their kids wait-

ing for us. We arrived at their house a little after 2am. So our trip from the time we 

left home till we arrived to their house was a little over 41 hours. The trip was diffi-

cult, but we look back at it and we see how the Lord took care of us. We were very 

thankful also that all of our kids did so well on the trip. They had a great attitude 

throughout the trip. 
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Nursery November 13 
Babies: 

Lynn Ernst, Jeanie Groover, 
Beth Lewis 
Toddlers: 

Michael & Karrie Walker 
Preschoolers: 

Barbara Mason, Andrea Turner 

 
 

Nursery November 20 
Babies: 

Eleanor Bowden, Mary Fowler, 
Kay Stanford 

Toddlers: 

Deborah Focht, Tricia Morris 
Preschoolers: 

Ashley Leoni, Elinor Morris 

Bible Reading Schedule  

November 2022 

   

  1   Matthew 20-21 

  2   Luke 18:15-19:48 

  3   Mark 11; John 12 

  4   Matthew 22; Mark 12 

  5   Matthew 23; Luke 20-21 

  6   Mark 13 

  7   Matthew 24 

  8   Matthew 25 

  9   Matthew 26; Mark 14 

  10 Luke 22; John 13 

  11 John 14-17 

  12 Matthew 27; Mark 15 

  13 Luke 23; John 18-19 

  14 Matthew 28; Mark 16 

  15 Luke 24; John 20-21 

  16 Acts 1-3 

  17 Acts 4-6 

  18 Acts 7-8 

  19 Acts 9-10 

  20 Acts 11-12 

  21 Acts 13-14 

  22 James 

  23 Acts 15-16 

  24 Galatians 1-3 

  25 Galatians 4-6 

  26 Acts 17-18:18 

  27 1 Thessalonians; 2 Thessalonians 

  28 Acts 18:19-19:41 

  29 1 Corinthians 1-4 

  30 1 Corinthians 5-8 

 We will start travelling this coming 

Thursday, and we look forward to seeing 

many of you in the coming weeks. 

 Thank you again for your prayers for 

us.  

 

With grateful hearts, 

 

Pascal, Becky,  
and the kids 
 
Note: God willing, the Grenades will be with 

us on December 18! 
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any of the 

pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating your desire to 

talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for November: Kelly Stanford, Michael Walker 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Joy Class  9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday 

Supper: Meat Loaf 5:30 p.m. 

Adventure Club 6:20 p.m. 

Youth 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study 6:45 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:15 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“John”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Jackson 
“Psalms” Fellowship Hall:  Tom Keller 

“Christian Apologetics” Gym Overhang:  Bob Dimmitt 
  

 

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers Room 24 Susan Su and Deborah Focht 
Pre-K Room 25:  Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 

   Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


