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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Evening Worship 

Tonight at 6:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. Join us! 
 

Joy Class 

Tuesday, November 1, 9:00 a.m. All ladies welcome! 
 

Wednesday Night 

This Wednesday, November 2, our Chicken Finger meal begins at 5:30 p.m. Be sure to 

sign up in the hall! Adventure Club starts at 6:20 in the gym, and Youth at 6:30 in the 

Fellowship Hall, and both go until 8:00 p.m. Bible study is in the Sanctuary at 6:45 p.m. 
  

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

Thursday, November 3, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Olde Savannah City Mission 

Saturday, November 5! Talk to Tom if you would like to help with lunch. 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends! 

Before bed Saturday night, November 5, set your clocks back one hour, so as to be at 

church Sunday morning at the right time! 
 

Homecoming! 
Sunday, November 6. Begins with Fellowship at 9:45 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 a.m. and 

Steve Jackson is our special speaker! Lunch follows the service. Barbecue, sausage, and  
Brunswick stew are provided. Bring side dishes and desserts to share! Invite family and 

friends! NO SUNDAY SCHOOL! 
 

Prayer in the Square 

FABC is participating in “Prayer in the Square” on Saturday, November 19, 2022, from 

11:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. We have Madison Square. For more information see Tom Kel-
ler or go to prayer-in-the-square.com, and then sign up in the hall!! See Prayer Guide on 

page 5. 
 

Senior Saints’ Trip 

The group is leaving Tuesday, November 29, at 6:30 a.m.! We should already have 

your payment in the office. 

October 30 , 2022  

FABC Elders 

Continued on p. 4 
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October 30, 2022 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Isaiah 40:12-14 
Pew Bible p. 600 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 6 
“Behold Our God” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Steve Jackson 
Psalm 34:18-19 

Pew Bible p. 464 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 7 
“Reformation Song” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 63 
Everett Tarver 
Pew Bible pp. 479 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 8 
“According to Thy Gracious Word” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
Bragging About Weakness 

2 Corinthians 11:16-29, Pew Bible pp. 969-970 

2 Corinthians #51 
 

Communion 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 9 
“Benediction” 
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A.M. Notes 

Bragging About Weakness  
2 Corinthians #51 

2 Cor 11:16-29  
 

 

Paul lists the various ways these imposters had taken advantage: 

• Slaves of you:  

 

• Devours you:  

 

• Takes advantage of you:  

 

• Puts on airs:  

 

• Strikes you:  
 

From Man’s Search For Meaning “There is nothing in the world, I venture to say, 

that would so effectively help one to survive even the worst conditions as the 

knowledge that there is a meaning in one’s life.”  

 

 

Paul underwent repeated suffering it was his sense of purpose that sustained him  

 

 

 

Acts 20:22-24 

 

 

Deut 25:1-3 

 

I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes - This refers to punishment adminis-

tered by Synagogue courts.  

3 times I was beaten with rods - Only the Romans could administer beatings with 

rods.  
 

 

there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. 

 

1 Peter 5:7; 2 Timothy 3:1 
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November: 
6 HOMECOMING! 

11 Women’s Fall Fellowship 

27 Cookies, Cocoa, Coffee, & Carols 

29-12/1  Senior Saints’ Christmas Trip 
 

December: 
7 Christmas Banquet 7:00 p.m. 

24 Christmas Eve Service 5:00 p.m. 

31 New Year’s Eve Cookoff 6:00 p.m. 
 

January: 
1 Office Closed 

Mission Trip 2023 

We are looking for volunteers to help plan and organize a mission trip in Atlanta to 
work with Whirlwind Missions in ministering to The International Village (a multi-

cultural housing and market area). Contact Tom Keller if you would like to help organ-

ize this trip, and sign up in the hall. 
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SAVANNAH, GA  

 

From Tamera Smith, Revive Our Hearts Ambassador  
 

Moms and Grandmoms of teen girls: 

 True You wants to help your daughter 

dive into God’s Word this fall. Dannah, 

Staci, Abby, and Hildsy are here to walk 

alongside your daughter as she fights lies 

with God’s Truth. 

 They will be hosting a livestream Bible 

study using Lies Young Women Believe and the Truth that Sets Them Free! Join them for 

six weeks as they tackle lies about God, friends, boys, and more! 

 The 6-week study begins Monday, October 31 at 7:30pm EST. Register today at 

https://buff.ly/3EJceYP!  

https://buff.ly/3EJceYP
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Articles 
O Beard, Where Art Thou? 
Why did God make men with the capacity to grow beards? 

by Greg Morse 

 

 Joab’s charge to play the man still endures, immortalized in Scripture. “Be of good 

courage, and let us be courageous for our people, and for the cities of our God, and may the 

Lord do what seems good to him” (2 Samuel 10:13). 

 Joab, facing enemies from the front and from the rear, took some of his best men 

and faced the Syrians ahead. The rest of his army would turn with his brother, 

Abishai, to meet the Ammonites to their back. Here we find the iconic words of 

Joab to his brother: 
If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall help me, but if the Ammonites are too 

strong for you, then I will come and help you. Be of good courage, and let us be courageous for 

our people, and for the cities of our God, and may the Lord do what seems good to him. (2 

Samuel 10:11–13) 

 This battle scene, equal to the best of Braveheart, Gladiator, or 300, began, if I 

may comb things out just slightly, with a man’s beard. Or, to be precise, the beards 

of several bushy men. 

 
Sheared Like Sheep 

 David had sent several bearded messengers to meet the newly crowned King Ha-

nun of the Ammonites, who succeeded his father, Nahash. David expressed his 

condolences for the deceased Nahash by dispatching these warm-chinned chums to 

“console [Hanun] concerning his father” (2 Samuel 10:2). Nahash had remained loyal 

to David — the neighboring kings kept the peace between each other. David’s dele-

gates extended, as it were, the right hand of good will to Hanun. A hand Hanun 

would not shake. 

 Led by the folly of suspicious counsel, the princes of the Ammonites convinced 

Hanun that these servants did not come to comfort but to conquer. “Has not David 

sent his servants to search the city and spy it out and to overthrow it?” (2 Samuel 10:3). 

This is where things get rather hairy for the king. How should he respond? 

 He decides to shame David’s men and make them a spectacle. “Hanun took Da-

vid’s servants and shaved off half the beard of each and cut off their garments in the middle, at 

their hips, and sent them away” (2 Samuel 10:4). He left multiple cheeks exposed. 

 Like sheep, Hanun sheared these men. When David heard of the barber-ous 

deed, he sent to meet them because they were “greatly ashamed.” The king acknowl-

edged their humiliation and told them, “Remain at Jericho until your beards have grown 

and then return” (2 Samuel 10:5). 

 What would David do next? Touch a man’s goat, and it’s time for court; touch a 

man’s beard, and it’s time for war. 

 
Still Waiting in Jericho 

 In the 21st century, we might miss how hostile this act really was, how deeply 

shaming for an Israelite man in that day. If King Hanun cut off half of our beards 
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today, it would be considered less shameful than strange. Also, not very effective — 

for each could just shave the other half off and still fit in with society. So why did 

this razor cut them to the heart? Why wait outside Jerusalem until it grew back? 

One commentary states, “What may seem like a ‘prank’ was in fact a direct chal-

lenge to David’s power and authority, and precipitated a war between the two na-

tions”. 

 Consider the prominence of the beard in Israel. 

 First, in Israelite culture, the beard served as a sign of mature masculinity. All Isra-

elite men grew beards; God commanded it: “You shall not round off the hair on your 

temples or mar the edges of your beard” (Leviticus 19:27). Beards were a facial billboard 

for manhood, distinguishing men, at first glance, from boys and women. 

 The full, rounded beard was a sign of manhood and a source of pride to Hebrew 

men. It was considered an ornament, and much care was given to its maintenance. 

In fact, the wealthy and important made a ceremony of caring for their beards. 

Custom did not allow the beard to be shaved, only trimmed (Lev 19:27; 21:5), ex-

cept in special circumstances [such as great lament or distress]. 

 Thus, to cut off the peacekeepers’ beards was, quoting again, to “symbolically 

emasculate them and by extension David” (IVP Bible Background Commentary, 

336). Not to split hairs, but the beards also served as a sign of masculine might: 

“Beards worn during ancient periods were viewed with great reverence and often 

symbolized strength and virility” (Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible, 158). To hack 

at it was to hack at a symbol of their manliness. 

 
What of the Beardless? 

 The connection between manhood and unmown cheeks today has flowed down 

through church history, like oil running down the beard of Aaron (Psalm 133:2). 

 Augustine, commenting on Psalm 133, writes, “The beard signifies the coura-

geous; the beard distinguishes the grown men, the earnest, the active, the vigorous. 

So that when we describe such, we say, he is a bearded man” (Augustine’s Com-

mentary on Psalms, John, and 1 John). Or take Charles Spurgeon, who told his 

students that “growing a beard is a habit most natural, scriptural, manly and benefi-

cial” (Lectures to My Students, 99). Or take ministers during the Reformation who 

grew manhood’s symbol to defy the celibate, clean-shaven faces of the Catholic 

priesthood. 

 So, what of the beardless? 

 Rome’s men were clean-shaven in biblical times (as were the Egyptians). When 

these beardless came to the bearded Christ, they did not need to grow one to enter 

the kingdom of God. They, like we, are saved by grace alone through faith alone in 

Christ alone — apart from any strands of good works, lest the hairier among us 

boast. Of course, on the face of it, beards hold no salvific design, nor are they com-

manded. Even the shaved can be saved. Nor do beards make us men. Some boys 

living in basements, addicted to video games and porn, grow beards. But here we 

walk a fine line. Does this then relegate the beard, that ancient landmark, to a mat-

ter of obsolete decoration, of mere preference? 

 I know more than a few godly men who testify that though they try, the fig tree 

does not blossom, nor is fruit found on the vine. Little islands of hair sprout, but 

the lands never form the continent. They are more Jacob than Esau — whose 
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mother glued “the skins of the young goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his 

neck” (Genesis 27:16) to pass as his hairy brother (and the older did come to serve 

the younger, Genesis 25:23; 27:15). Chin wigs, my brother, are no solution. 

 The solution is to be the man God made you to be. Many today, if not most, will 

not have beards and are not the lesser for it. This article, with all its bearded banter, 

has nothing negative to say to you. We agree with Shakespeare that “he that hath a 

beard is more than a youth,” but not when he continues, “and he that hath no 

beard is less than a man” (Much Ado about Nothing, 2.1). For if you walk according 

to your God-given and God-matured masculinity, you are a bearded man, whether 

you have hair on your face or not. To understand that statement, consider the won-

der of why God made beards. 

 
O Beard, Where Art Thou? 

 Why did God make men with the capacity to grow beards? Why grow beards at 

all, or why not give them to children and women, like some speculate of the      

dwarves of Middle-earth? 

 Is it not because God delights in the distinctions he made? The day and the night, 

the land and the water, the heavens and the earth, the man and the woman — 

“Good.” For centuries, he hid the chromosomal signatures in every cell in our bod-

ies, where only he could delight in them, but he did not leave himself without a 

witness, even to the unscientific. He shaded the man’s face with his pencil from the 

very beginning. What ecstasy of Adam observing the beautiful and smooth face of 

Eve — like me, yet not. 

 This appreciation is under assault in many places today. Figuratively speaking, 

our culture dislikes everything about beards. We paste false beards on women and 

shave the beards of men, catechizing the children that there isn’t any difference. 

Hair is just hair. With enough hormones, anyone can grow them. Claiming to be 

wise, we have become fools, exchanging the glory of God for images (Romans 1:22

–23) — and now we barter away our own. 

 That makes literal beards, in my opinion, worth having. Beards protest against a 

world gone mad. In other words, beards beard. They testify, in their own bristly 

way, that sex distinctions matter, that manhood will not be so easily shaven, shorn, 

or chopped by the Hanuns of this world. Its itchy and cheeky voice bears witness, 

“Male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:27).  

T 
here should be something about Christians (us) that the world can’t quite 

understand. I don’t mean that people would think of us as strange or weird 

but that they would certainly see something different about us. 

 Instead we kind of blend in. There’s nothing different about us. We are condi-

tioned to think, talk and believe in the way the culture encourages us to think, talk, 

and believe, but we forget that our culture isn’t a Biblical one. 

 As Christians we ought to feel some discontentment here. We ought to feel like 

this world is not our home. YET many of us do feel at home here, at home in our 

world and comfortable in what we have. 
The Martyr’s Oath 
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A Mistake Christians Make regarding the LGBTQ+ 

Movement 
Our identity is to be rooted by the fact that we are created in the image of God and 

united to Christ. 

by Carl R. Trueman 

 

 A mistake that Christians make about things related to the LGBTQ+ movement 

is we tend to think of sex in terms of behavior—what is acceptable and what is un-

acceptable. For an LGBTQ+ person or someone involved in that movement, there 

are clear sexual behaviors that serve to define that movement to some extent. But 

underlying it is the idea that what’s actually going on is a matter of identity. 

 The LGBTQ+ movement really rests on the idea that fundamentally definitive of 

who you are is not so much how you behave sexually, but the sexual desires you 

experience. Those are the things that define you as being who you are. So, even if 

you never engage in any kind of gay sexual activity, you are still considered to be a 

gay person if your desires are for somebody of the same sex. 

 That’s an interesting development. It’s virtually unprecedented in human history 

that we now define ourselves in terms of our sexual desire. There’s an element of 

historical novelty about this. It’s an important point for Christians to grasp if we’re 

going to understand the political temperature that surrounds these discussions. 

 It’s often asked, Why is it such a big deal that a cake baker won’t bake a cake for a gay 

wedding? Well, it’s a big deal for the LGBTQ+ community because in refusing to 

bake a cake for a gay wedding, you’re not simply depriving that person of an item 

of food; you’re actually denying their identity. I think that’s where the challenge lies 

for Christians when they’re thinking about these issues is that we need to realize we 

are not simply debating the bounds of where legitimate and illegitimate Christian 

behavior begin and end. We’re actually debating what it is that constitutes us as 

human beings. 

 Should we define ourselves in terms of our sexual desires, be those desires gay or 

straight? Or should we define ourselves using some other register or point of refer-

ence? 

 For Christians, of course, our identity is not to be rooted primarily in our feelings 

or desires, be they sexual or otherwise. Our identity is to be rooted by the fact that 

we are created in the image of God and united to Christ. 

 The Bible makes it very clear that the status and identity we have comes with cer-

tain imperatives relative to our behavior—some of which involve the nature of our 

sexual behavior. So, it’s not to say that we’re to play the game of sexual identity and 

we just need to come up with a different sexual identity to that of the LGBTQ+ 

movement. We need to realize that our identities are not fundamentally or pri-

marily sexual in any way. We’re rooted in the image of God, rooted in our union 

with Christ. That brings with it a framework of sexual behavior, celibacy outside of 

marriage, chastity within it as an important part of who we are and how we are to 

behave.  

The tongue is literally the only part of the human body that never gets tired. 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Kendra Stanford 

World Horizons - Southeast Asia 

 My time in Malaysia so far has been great! I felt warmly welcomed by the church 
community in the first city I stayed in. I went to visit friends who were preparing to 

leave for ministry in another nearby country and a group of their friends hosted a lunch 
gathering to welcome me when I arrived. After getting to spend time with the ladies and 

share testimonies together, one of the ladies offered to host me when my friends left. It 
was a really special time getting to know her and her friends better and to learn more 
about the city and different community groups living there. I was also able to help her 

with some practical things around the house and take care of her daughter's dog who 
she was watching while her daughter traveled. It was great to have opportunities to 
serve and help her during our time together. The second part of my time has been in the 

capital city, staying with friends who do ministry full time. It's been great to spend time 
with them, meet the community they minister to, and see how God is using them in this 

city. It's been encouraging to be here and meet the team they work with and be able to 
share testimonies of God's faithfulness and work in our lives together.   
 As I was preparing to leave the city where I stayed for my first month to head to the 

capitol city, my mom let me know that friends of my parents from their time serving on 
the Doulos (40 years ago) were having a reunion together in Singapore. Since it was 
only about 3 hours away by bus, I had the opportunity to go down for the first couple of 

days of the event to meet their friends which was a lot of fun. Below are some photos 
from my time with them.   

 

Prayer Points: 

• At the end of the month, I'll return to Cambodia for some meetings with my field 

leadership and to spend time with new field members who have just arrived in the past 

few weeks.  
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Nursery October 30 
Babies: 

Donna Martin, Ceci Sheffield, 
Susan Su 

Toddlers: 

Janice Donaldson, Kamee Roberson 
Preschoolers: 

Jim & Heather Schraeder 

 
 

Nursery November 6 
Babies: 

Carolyn Blanton, Sonja Clements, 
Cindy Wise 
Toddlers: 

Jan DeLoach, Rebekah Helmick 
Preschoolers: 

Avalon DeLoach, Amy Keller 

Bible Reading Schedule  

November 2022 

   

  1   Matthew 20-21 

  2   Luke 18:15-19:48 

  3   Mark 11; John 12 

  4   Matthew 22; Mark 12 

  5   Matthew 23; Luke 20-21 

  6   Mark 13 

  7   Matthew 24 

  8   Matthew 25 

  9   Matthew 26; Mark 14 

  10 Luke 22; John 13 

  11 John 14-17 

  12 Matthew 27; Mark 15 

  13 Luke 23; John 18-19 

  14 Matthew 28; Mark 16 

  15 Luke 24; John 20-21 

  16 Acts 1-3 

  17 Acts 4-6 

  18 Acts 7-8 

  19 Acts 9-10 

  20 Acts 11-12 

  21 Acts 13-14 

  22 James 

  23 Acts 15-16 

  24 Galatians 1-3 

  25 Galatians 4-6 

  26 Acts 17-18:18 

  27 1 Thessalonians; 2 Thessalonians 

  28 Acts 18:19-19:41 

  29 1 Corinthians 1-4 

  30 1 Corinthians 5-8 

• After my visit back to Cambodia, I 

have the opportunity to return to India for 
Christmas to visit friends from my time 
living there who I haven't seen since 2018. 

I've applied for a visa to be able to return 
for a visit, so prayers my application gets 
approved would be greatly appreciated! 

(Visa was approved!) 

• Going into the new year, I will contin-

ue visiting teams around Southeast Asia 

and going on some prayer trips to places 
God has put on my heart to explore for 
potential ministry where we don't currently 

have established teams. Please pray for 
deeper friendship and unity as I spend time 

with more team members and for clear 
direction about where God is leading me to 
serve for future ministry as I explore the 

countries He's leading me to visit in this 
season. 

• Please pray for me as I continue lan-

guage classes, it's been challenging to study 
so many new languages in a relatively 

short time. Prayer that I can retain all the 
new vocabulary and remember the right 

word sets at the times I need them would 
be greatly appreciated. 
 

 Thanks so much for partnering with me 
in prayer, with financial gifts, and with 
words of encouragement. I'm so thankful 

to have each of you partnering with me in 
ministry!  
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any of the 

pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating your desire to 

talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for October: Cole Morris, Jim Schraeder 

Lockup Deacons for November: Kelly Stanford, Michael Walker 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday 

Supper: Chicken Fingers 5:30 p.m. 

Adventure Club 6:20 p.m. 

Youth 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study 6:45 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:15 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“John”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Jackson 
“Psalms” Fellowship Hall:  Tom Keller 

“Christian Apologetics” Gym Overhang:  Bob Dimmitt 
  

 

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers Room 24 Lynn Ernst, Kelly Zittrouer 
Pre-K Room 25:  Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 

   Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


