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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Quarterly Members’ Meeting, Evening Worship, Ice Cream Social! 

Our Quarterly Members’ Meeting is scheduled for this afternoon, October 16, at 5:00 

p.m. It will be followed by Evening Worship and an Ice Cream Social! 
 

Joy Class 

Tuesday, October 18, at 9:00 a.m. All ladies welcome! 
 

Wednesday Night 

This Wednesday, October 19, our Beef Stew meal begins at 5:30 p.m. Be sure to sign up 

in the hall! Adventure Club starts at 6:20 in the gym, and Youth at 6:30 in the Fellow-
ship Hall, and both go until 8:00 p.m. Bible study is in the Sanctuary at 6:45 p.m. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

Thursday, October 20, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Senior Saints’ Lunch Trip 

Tom is planning to go to Metter to eat at Papa Buck’s BBQ and visit Durden Pecan 

Company on Tuesday, October 25. Sign the list and meet at the church at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Prayer in the Square 

FABC is participating in “Prayer in the Square” on November 19, 2022 from 11:00 a.m.

-12:00 noon. Round up your Sunday school class, Bible Study, Youth Group, and Sen-
ior Saints and plan to pray for our community, state and city officials. We have Madi-

son Square. For more information see Tom Keller or go to prayer-in-the-square.com 
and then sign up in the hall!! See Prayer Guide on page 5. 
 

Senior Saints’ Trip 

THE ITINERARY IS SET!!! The group is leaving November 29, at 6:30 a.m. The cost 

of the trip is $275 per person. Please send your payment to the office by October 29. 

Biltmore Estate tickets are non-refundable. The last day for a partial refund is October 

29. Tom has itineraries on request. 
 

Mission Trip 2023 

We are looking for volunteers to help plan and organize a mission trip in Atlanta to 
work with Whirlwind Missions in ministering to The International Village (a multi-

cultural housing and market area). Contact Tom Keller if you would like to help organ-
ize this trip, and sign up in the hall. 

October 16 , 2022  

FABC Elders 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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October 16, 2022 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Daniel 7:13-14 
Pew Bible p. 745 

 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7 
“Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Tom Keller 
Psalm 86:5 

Pew Bible p. 494 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 8 
“Come, thou Fount” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 61 
Steve Jackson 

Pew Bible pp. 478-479 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 9 
“How Firm a Foundation” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
It’s Not About You 

2 Corinthians 11:7-12, Pew Bible p. 969 

2 Corinthians #49 
 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 10-11 
“Benediction” 
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A.M. Notes 

It’s Not About You 
2 Corinthians #49 

2 Corinthians 11:7-12  
 

Cultural background: traveling teachers in the 1st century did not normally work 

with their hands … The more famous the teacher, the more he could charge, and 

the more students would attach themselves to him and count it as a privilege to pay 

his fee.  

 

 

 

Paul was willing to be abased  

 

 

 

Acts 18:1-3  

 

 

 

 

Paul’s ministry is in some measure modeled after Christ: the eternal Son of God 

was willing to humble himself for the sake of fallen humankind  

 

 

 

 

2 Cor 8:9  

 

 

 

We must ask ourselves how much of our contemporary swagger has been absorbed 

into church life and thinking.  

 

 

 

 

Paul did not take money from other churches without their consent but he did take 

money while not serving them … 

 

 

 

Sometimes people have a hard time grasping the freeness of grace 
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October: 
16 Quarterly Members’ Meeting TBA 

16 Ice Cream Social 7:00 p.m. 

25 Senior Saints’ Lunch trip to Metter 10:30 a.m. 

26 Fall Festival 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November: 
6 HOMECOMING! 

11 Women’s Fall Fellowship 

27 Cookies, Cocoa, Coffee, & Carols 

29-12/1  Senior Saints’ Christmas Trip 
 

December: 
7 Christmas Banquet 7:00 p.m. 

24 Christmas Eve Service 5:00 p.m. 

31 New Year’s Eve Cookoff 6:00 p.m. 
 

January: 
1 Office Closed 
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SAVANNAH, GA  
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Articles 
The Bewitching Influence of Secularism 
Secularism seeks to block a consistent application of Christianity to every aspect of life. 

by Nicholas T. Batzig  

 
 Secularism is a religion. Make no mistake about it. Though many seek to advance it 

as a neutralizing alternative to a religiously structured society, it is, in its own right, a 
religion. A secular worldview is not content until it has permeated every fabric of socie-
ty—civics, ethics, media, and education. Just as the Christian worldview is meant to 

permeate all human activity, so secularism seeks to stand in the gap and block a truly 
consistent application of Christianity to every aspect of life. There is a bewitching ele-

ment of secularism to which many–even many Christians–are blind.  
 Prior to considering one important measure to counter the permeating influence of 
secularism, a brief history of secularism as an ideological movement is in order. In the 

chapter, “Atheism and Secularism,” in the Ligonier Field Guide on False Teaching, we 

read: 
 

 The Enlightenment in France particularly fueled atheism and secularism in the 

Western world. Baron Paul-Henri Thiry d’Holbach—an atheist intellectual—taught a 
form of mechanistic metaphysics that served as a catalyst for the modern atheism 

movement.  
 With the rise of the scientific revolution, materialistic understandings of the origins 
of the universe became more widely accepted in the West. Accordingly, the publica-

tion of Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of the Species in 1859 was seized upon by athe-

ists as providing a scientific justification for their view. Darwin’s work fostered secu-
larist agendas in Western countries, primarily through Karl Marx’s application of 

Darwin’s principles to his economic and political theories. In Das Kapital, Marx ap-

pealed to Darwin’s contributions. Although Darwin was not supportive of Marx’s use 
of his philosophy for the propagation of political and economic socialism, the rise of 
secularism can be directly tied to the influence of Darwin on Marx. 

 After Marx, the nineteenth-century German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche fur-
ther advanced anti-theistic philosophy throughout the Western world. On numerous 
occasions, Nietzsche used the phrase ‘God is dead’ to explain the effects of the En-

lightenment in producing an increasing disbelief in God and subsequent seculariza-
tion in Western society. In 1927, the British philosopher Bertrand Russell gave a talk 

at the National Secular Society in London that was later published in 1969 under the 
title Why I Am Not a Christian and Other Essays on Religion and Related Subjects. This 
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book had a significant effect on readers in Britain and America, further popularizing 
atheism and secularism. Russell helped pave the way for the “new atheist” move-

ment—a contemporary form of atheist apologetics popularized by Richard Dawkins, 

Daniel Dennett, Sam Harris, and Christopher Hitchens. Dawkins’ The God Delusion, 

released in 2006, was a New York Times best seller and the second-best-selling book 

on Amazon that year. New atheism distinguishes itself from older forms of atheism in 
that it does not simply reject belief in God but also is hostile to those who hold reli-
gious views. 

 The term “secularism” was first coined by George Holyoake in the mid-nineteenth 
century in his work Principles of Secularism. Holyoake defined secularism in this way: 

 
‘Secularism is a series of principles intended for the guidance of those who find 

theology indefinite, or inadequate, or deem it unreliable. It replaces theology, 
which mainly regards life as a sinful necessity, as a scene of tribulation through 

which we pass to a better world.’ 

 
 While secularism spread through Europe in the 18th century, it took longer to take 

root in the United States, arriving in force in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. In 1963, the Supreme Court ruled in Abington School District v. Schempp 

that school-sponsored Bible reading and prayer were unconstitutional. Madalyn Mur-
ray O’Hair, founder of American Atheists and the woman who brought a companion 
case, Murray v. Curlett, was an infamous leader in the push for the secularization of 

public schools in America. 
 
 With this history in mind, we have dire need at present to resist the bewitching influ-

ence of secularism in the education of our children. Though God has not mandated a 
specific form of education (homeschooling, private schooling, or public school), He 

does command us to diligently instruct our children with a  consistent and all-
permeating Christian theism. This means more than simply taking our children to 
church and to a youth group. It means training them to think about all subjects in light 

of the triune God who gives shape and meaning to all that He has established in the 
world He has made and which He upholds. In 1923, J. Gresham Machen articulated 
the essence of this principle when he wrote,  

 
“A Christian boy or girl can learn mathematics, for example, from a teacher who is 

not a Christian; and truth is truth however learned. But while truth is truth however 
learned, the bearings of truth, the meaning of truth, the purpose of truth, even in the 
sphere of mathematics, seem entirely different to the Christian from that which they 

seem to the non-Christian; and that is why a truly Christian education is possible only 
when Christian conviction underlies not a part, but all, of the curriculum of the 

school. True learning and true piety go hand in hand, and Christianity embraces the 
whole of life.” 

 

 This call for a consideration of the blessing and benefit of Christian schools and dis-
tinctively Christian education falls squarely within the realm of spiritual warfare. In his 
essay, “The Christian School Today (Part 2),” Cornelius Van Til explained,  

 
“The reason why we are willing as Christian believers in general, and as Christian 

parents in particular, to sacrifice so largely for the sake of having Christian schools is 
that we want our children with us to see the vision of the all-conquering Christ as he 
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wrests the culture of mankind away from Satan and brings it to its consummation 
when the new heavens and the new earth on which righteousness shall dwell, at last 

appears. We would have our young men and women become true soldiers under 

Christ as with him they go conquering and to conquer every domain of life for Christ. 

When they thus become good soldiers of Christ, they will be free and be truly them-
selves. They will share in the trophies which Christ wrests from Satan’s power.” 

  

 Regarding the importance of Christian schooling to help advance a consistent Chris-
tian theism, Machen again explained,  
 

“I believe that the Christian school deserves to have a good report from those who are 
without; I believe that even those of our fellow citizens who are not Christians may, if 

they really love human freedom and the noble traditions of our people, be induced to 
defend the Christian school against the assaults of its adversaries and to cherish it as a 
true bulwark of the State. But for Christian people its appeal is far deeper. I can see 

little consistency in a type of Christian activity which preaches the gospel on the street 
corners and at the ends of the earth, but neglects the children of the covenant by aban-
doning them to a cold and unbelieving secularism. If, indeed, the Christian school 

were in any sort of competition with the Christian family, if it were trying to do what 
the home ought to do, then I could never favor it. But one of its marked characteris-

tics, in sharp distinction from the secular education of today, is that it exalts the fami-
ly as a blessed divine institution and treats the scholars in its classes as children of the 
covenant to be brought up above all things in the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord.” 
 

 Minimally, all of this means that Christian parents are responsible to resist the myth 
of neutrality regarding what our children are taught in secular schools, on television, on 
the internet, and under the influence of friends. If we decide to send our children to sec-

ular institutions, we had better do so with our eyes wide open to the worldview their 
minds will be filled with on a daily basis. If we send our children to public schools, we 
must be aware that the bewitching influence of secularism runs swift and strong. Maxi-

mally, this is a call for Christians to seriously consider the need for Christian schooling. 
What a blessing it is for believers to commit together for the Christian education of their 

children. While I am painfully aware that Christian schools do not, de facto, ensure that 
our covenant children will have regenerate hearts, and that many have sent their chil-
dren to Christian schools only to see them abandon the faith, it is my sincere conviction 

that a consistent Christian theistic education is honoring to God and most formatively 
beneficial to our children, as we seek to help them escape the bewitching influence of 

secularism in the realm of education.  

Five causes of the fall of Rome 
1. Love of show (entertainment) and luxury 

2. Widening gap between rich and poor 

3. Obsession with sex 

4. Freakishness in the arts masquerading as originality 

5. Increased desire to live off the state  

 
Francis Schaeffer, How Shall We Then Live, 1976  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Arnold & Mary Ann Fruchtenbaum 

Ariel Ministries - San Antonio, TX 

Ariel Ministries was created by Arnold to evangelize and 
disciple Jewish brethren through Bible, theology and solid 

doctrine. Over the years, Ariel Ministries has spread their 
Messianic Centers throughout various cities in the U.S., 

Canada, and Israel. Missionary, Bible and Prophetic Con-
ferences are held in churches and schools all over the U.S. 
and the world where the focus is understanding the Word 

from a Jewish perspective. Camp Shoshanah is a learning 
facility that Ariel Ministries runs as a Bible training and 
discipleship program taught from a Jewish perspective for 

Jewish and Gentile believers. Arnold’s wife, Mary Ann, 

passed away on October 12 after a long illness. Visit their 

website at: www.ariel.org.  
 

From Arnold & Mary Ann: 
Praise Reports 

• Our summer Shoshanah Campus program has gone extremely well, although we 
have not reached our pre-Covid numbers. Our Labor Day weekend has the largest 

attendance of the whole summer. 
 

Prayer Requests 

• Pray for Arnold and all the family since the passing of Mary Ann. 

• Pray for the writing of the Daniel commentary. 

• Pray also for my first post-Covid itinerary in Hungary and Italy in October and 
November. 

 

From the Home Office: 
Praise Reports 

• Praise the Lord for the very good response to the July sale of Ariel books and re-
sources. 

• Thank the Lord for His provision through so many who give generously for the 
work of Ariel Ministries USA and the branches. 

• Praise the Lord for a productive meeting of the Board of Directors at the Shosha-
nah Campus on July 30. 

• Praise the Lord for the discipleship/teaching opportunities that the staff is involved 

in. 
 
Prayer Requests 

• Please pray that the shipping of a large order of books that were printed in Europe 

may not be further delayed. Labor strikes and other issues have delayed its loading 
and departure from Europe. The shipment is now expected to arrive in mid-

September in the port of Houston. This order includes the new Romans commen-
tary and additional Footsteps inventory. 

• Pray that we may effectively encourage and minister to people who connect with 
the Home Office by phone, email, and in person. 
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Nursery October 16 
Babies: 

Eleanor Bowden, 
Mary Ann Fowler, Kay Stanford 

Toddlers: 

Debbie Focht, Tricia Morris 
Preschoolers: 

Ashley Leoni, Elinor Morris 

 
 

Nursery October 23 
Babies: 

Jay & Lisa Rowe 
Toddlers: 

Logan & Stacey Kelly 
Preschoolers: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 

Bible Reading Schedule  

October 2022 

   

  1   Luke 1; John 1:1-14 

  2   Matthew 1; Luke 2:1-38 

  3   Matthew 2; Luke 2:39-52 

  4   Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3 

  5   Matt 4; Luke 4-5; John 1:15-51 

  6   John 2-4 

  7   Mark 2 

  8   John 5 

  9   Matt 12:1-21; Mark 3; Luke 6 

  10 Matthew 5-7 

  11 Matthew 8:1-13; Luke 7 

  12 Matthew 11 

  13 Matthew 12:22-50; Luke 11 

  14 Matthew 13; Luke 8 

  15 Matthew 8:14-34; Mark 4-5 

  16 Matthew 9-10 

  17 Matt 14; Mark 6; Luke 9:1-17 

  18 John 6 

  19 Matthew 15; Mark 7 

  20 Matt 16; Mark 8; Luke 9:18-27 

  21 Matt 17; Mark 9; Luke 9:28-62 

  22 Matthew 18 

  23 John 7-8 

  24 John 9:1-10:21 

  25 Luke 10-11; John 10:22-42 

  26 Luke 12-13 

  27 Luke 14-15 

  28 Luke 16-17:10 

  29 John 11 

  30 Luke 17:11-18:14 

  31 Matthew 19; Mark 10 

• Please continue to lift in prayer the 

Ariel staff members dealing with 
health concerns and family support 
efforts. 

• Pray for the Lord’s provision and joy 
for the many people who faithfully 

support the ministry in spite of the 
current tough economic climate. Pray 
that the Lord would encourage the 

hearts of additional people to partner 
in the work through their prayers and 

financial giving. 

• Please pray with us for significant rain 

to break the drought and heat in this 
region. 

W e can rest confident in the fact that 

nothing will happen to us in this 

world apart from the gracious will of a 

sovereign God. Nothing. 
David Platt  

A 
 real church as set forth in the 

NT is not a support group. It’s 

not a social club or a counseling 

center. It’s a family of redeemed sinners 

who have God as their Father through 

their union with Jesus Christ. It’s a body 

knit together by the Holy Spirit so that 

together all are built up and strength-

ened and loved. Church is God’s idea. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/846687.David_Platt
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any of the 

pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating your desire to 

talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for October: Cole Morris, Jim Schraeder 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Quarterly Members’ Meeting 5:00 p.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Ice Cream Social 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

Supper: Beef Stew 5:30 p.m. 

Adventure Club (in gym) 6:20 p.m. 

Youth (in Fellowship Hall) 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study (in Sanctuary) 6:45 p.m. 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:15 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“John”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Jackson 
“Psalms” Fellowship Hall:  Tom Keller 

“Christian Apologetics” Gym Overhang:  Bob Dimmitt 
  

 

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers Room 24 Lynn Ernst, Kelly Zittrouer 
Pre-K Room 25:  Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 

   Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


