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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Joy Class 

Tuesday, September 27, at 9:00 a.m. All ladies welcome! 
 

Choir Practice Starts Tonight! 

An Adult Choir (aged 16 and up, must be member or pending member) will present a 

Christmas Cantata on Christmas morning, December 25! Practice begins tonight at 6:00 

p.m. The program is called Forever Christmas. Please speak to Robert Holland if you are 

interested in participating! 
 

Wednesday Night 

This Wednesday, September 28, our Country Fried Steak meal begins at 5:30 p.m. Be 

sure to sign up in the hall! Adventure Club starts at 6:20 in the gym, and Youth at 6:30 

in the Fellowship Hall, and both go until 8:00 p.m. Please vacate the Fellowship Hall 

and Gym by 6:30 if you are not working in either of those ministries. Bible study is in 

the Sanctuary from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. NOTE EARLIER TIME! 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

Thursday, September 29, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Old Savannah City Mission 

Contact Tom Keller if you would like to help with the meal at the Old Savannah City 

Mission on Saturday, October 1. 
 

Elders’ Meeting 

Tuesday, October 4. Please respond if they contact you for prayer requests. 
 

Senior Saints’ Trip 

From November 29 through December 1, the Senior Saints will travel to North Caroli-

na to visit the Billy Graham Library, a Christmas Dinner Theatre, and Biltmore Estates. 

The cost will be no more than $300 per person. Sign up in the hall! 
 

Deacon Nominations Wanted 

We are beginning to take nominations for deacon! Please examine the guidelines on 
page 10. If you would like to nominate someone, please give the name to any of our 

elders or deacons by October 3. Lance Ficek, Michael Kleinpeter, Cole Morris, and 

Kelly Stanford are rotating off. 

September 25 ,  2022 

FABC Elders 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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September 25, 2022 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

1 Peter 4:7-11 
Pew Bible p. 1016 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 5 
“O Church, Arise” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Steve Posner 
Romans 8:3-4 

Pew Bible p. 944 
 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-8 
“By Faith” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 58 
Tom Keller 
Pew Bible p. 477 

 

Hymn #31, bulletin p. 9 
“All Creatures of Our God and King” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
Mature Leadership 

2 Corinthians 10:7-12, Pew Bible p. 969 

2 Corinthians #46 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A.M. Notes 

Mature Leadership 
2 Corinthians #46 

2 Corinthians 10:7-12  
 

Paul is presupposing that the local church has the responsibility to make judgments 

and these judgments are not based on personalities but on objective criteria.  

 

 

 

Since we cannot avoid having to make judgments we had better commit ourselves 

to making good ones. We need to ask God for grace and wisdom so we can avoid 

decisions based on flattery, personal prejudice, a faulty understanding of the Scrip-

ture, carelessness, etc.  

 

 

 

Life is made up of many interlocking decisions. Failure at a relatively easy level 

frequently returns to haunt us.  

 

 

 

 

Paul does not claim any superior role or status, or that he belongs to Christ more 

than they do.  

 

 

 

 

 

D.A. Carson: …when Paul defends himself and points out that there are different 

levels of maturity and different roles one has in the body of Christ, he never erects a 

wall or fence that might encircle an inner ring of Christians.  

 

 

 

Paul was morally, intellectually, logically, and spiritually consistent.  

 

 

 

 

One of the most difficult lessons Christ’s disciples had to learn was that in the king-

dom of God, position and power were no evidence of authority. 
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October: 
16 Quarterly Congregational Meeting 

26 Fall Festival 

November: 
6 HOMECOMING! 

11 Women’s Fall Fellowship 

27 Cookies, Cocoa, Coffee, & Carols 

29-12/1  Senior Saints’ Christmas Trip 

December: 
7 Christmas Banquet 7:00 p.m. 

24 Christmas Eve Service 5:00 p.m. 

31 New Year’s Eve Cookoff 6:00 p.m. 

Just for fun 
 

 
Thursday night, Potluck Dinner. 
Prayer and medication to follow. 

 
Emily was having a little difficulty with the 

Lord’s Prayer: “Our father, who does art in 
heaven…” 
 

Pastor Jim was happy with his sermon, as he 
ended by saying, “Many have yawned, but 
few are dozin’.” 

 
Tonight’s sermon topic is “What is Hell?” 

Come early and listen to our choir practice. 
 
The peacekeeping meeting scheduled for to-

day has been canceled due to a conflict. 
 
Little Wayne could always be found sitting 

under the Christmas tree singing his favorite 
song, “A Wayne in the Manger.” 

 
Taken from Church Chuckles. Address any com-

plaints to Tom Keller. He gave Dawn the book.  

☺ 
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Guidelines for Deacon Election - I Timothy 3: 8-13 
  

The minimum qualifications are as follows: 
· A deacon must be reverent—serious in mind and character, not flippant toward the 

work of God. 
· A deacon is not double-tongued. He must be honest and consistent, discreet, not say-

ing one thing to some people and then another thing to others. 
· A deacon must not be given to much wine—not preoccupied with drink. His judgment 

is never to be clouded by alcohol, or any other chemical. 
· A deacon must not be greedy for money—does not have a reputation for being preoc-

cupied with gaining material wealth and things. He does not use his position to gain 
money from others—not covetous. 

· A deacon holds the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience. He believes the Gos-
pel with no doubts. He is firmly convinced of the truths of Scripture and the trustworthi-
ness of the Scriptures themselves. 

· Let a deacon first be tested—meaning that he is not new a believer, and he is some-
one who has already demonstrated spiritual maturity and a willingness to serve others, 
to be inconvenienced without complaint. 

· A deacon must be found blameless; no valid accusation of wrongdoing can be made 
against him. 

· A deacon must be the husband of one wife; obviously not polygamous, not a woman-
izer. Some think this means he cannot be a divorced man, but there are some divorc-
es which God allows and recognizes. Therefore, if there are biblical grounds for a di-
vorce, then we cannot justifiably disqualify that man. Even though it might be best not 
to seek this position as a divorced man, he is not necessarily eliminated. (As a side—if 
there has been a divorce, it should be so far in the past that the man in question has 
shown a long pattern of solid family leadership.) 

· A deacon rules his own house well—he leads his family by example, shows wisdom in 
handling problems, his wife and children respect him, and his wife and children are not 
unruly. 

· A deacon’s wife must be: 
Reverent—same as number one above. 
Must not be a gossip, control her tongue, emotions, and opinions of others and 

sensitive issues. 
Temperate, alert, watchful, and clear-headed—unclouded judgment, not cloud-

ed by alcohol, or any substance. 
Faithful in all things—absolutely trustworthy in all things and in all situations. 

We might add a spiritual maturity that has been proven. 
 

Lance Ficek, Michael Kleinpeter, Cole Morris and Kelly Stanford are scheduled to 
rotate off, however, they may be re-nominated as deacons are allowed to succeed them-
selves. We may elect up to five. 
 

Deacon Election Submissions - Please submit names to Bob, Tom, or any of the   
current deacons by October 3, and they will contact the nominees if it is determined that 
they are qualified to serve.  
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Articles 
Principles for Imprecatory Prayers 
by Tom Keller 
 

 One of the problems found in the Psalms are Imprecatory Psalms. Psalm 58 is 

perhaps the most troubling of all. Derek Thomas said Psalm 58 was determined by 

Catholicism to be “unfit for public reading” and it was removed from the Catholic 

Lectern. However, we know “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 The title of many Psalms uses the word “Maskil”. Maskil is defined as a teaching 

mechanism. These Psalms or worship songs were used to teach. Therefore, God is 

teaching through the Psalms, even the Imprecatory Psalms, how we are to worship 

and pray. Imprecatory Psalms call a curse upon or call for the death of God’s ene-

mies. There are seven principles for imprecatory prayers below: 

 

1. A simple definition or simple principle for imprecatory prayers is asking God 

to do what He promised He would do or asking God to do what He does. In 

other words, ask God to fulfill His word and His works. Here is a simple im-

precatory prayer: “Our Father… Let your Kingdom come, let your will be 

done, on earth as it is in Heaven.” For His Kingdom to come and His will to 

be done many will have to die and be removed from His Kingdom.  

2. God promised He would set Israel free from Egypt. How did God set Israel 

free? God killed Israel’s enemy by drowning them in the Red Sea. Therefore, 

another simple imprecatory prayer is “God save me!” How will God save 

you? By killing your enemies—sin, Satan, death, and unrepentant sinners.  

3. There are no examples in Scriptures where one man prays for the death of 

another man. Imprecatory prayers are prayed against a specific group. The 

Psalmist prays for God to kill or destroy the wicked. Therefore, an impreca-

tory prayer is a prayer against God’s enemies, not any particular individual.  

4. Imprecatory prayers are not just for the destruction of God’s enemy’s life. It 

also includes his agendas, ideologies, and efforts to destroy others. Impreca-

tory prayers ask that none of the efforts of God’s enemies will gain traction or 

influence in the world or in the minds of God’s children.  

5. Imprecatory prayers are not a knee jerk reaction to our petty struggles and 

emotions. Imprecatory prayers were prayed after many efforts and pleas for 

repentance and restoration to God.  

6. Imprecatory prayers are prayers of a child of God whose heart is grieved by 

the sin of the wicked and seeing their wickedness succeed and advance.  

7. There should be a sense of humility in imprecatory prayers because if you 

utter a prayer of destruction of God’s enemies and you are not saved then 

you are praying a prayer over your own head and over the head of your fami-

ly members and loved ones.  

 

 Read and listen to Psalm 58 and apply these principles when you pray imprecato-

ry prayers.  
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Seven Subtle Symptoms of Pride 
by Fabienne Harford 

 

 Pride will kill you. Forever. Pride is the sin most likely to keep you from crying 

out for a Savior. Those who think they are well will not look for a doctor. 

 As seriously dangerous as pride is, it’s equally hard to spot. When it comes to 

diagnosing our hearts, those of us who have the disease of pride have a challenging 

time identifying our sickness. Pride infects our eyesight, causing us to view our-

selves through a lens that colors and distorts reality. Pride will paint even our ugli-

ness in sin as beautiful and commendable. 

 We can’t conclude that we don’t struggle with pride because we don’t see pride in 

our hearts. The comfortable moments when I pat myself on the back for how well I 

am doing are the moments that should alarm me the most. I need to reach for the 

glasses of Christ-like humility, remembering that nothing good dwells in my flesh, 

and search my heart for secret pride and its symptoms. 

 In his essay on undetected pride, Jonathan Edwards points out seven sneaky 

symptoms of the infection of pride. 

 
1. Fault-Finding While pride causes us to filter out the evil we see in ourselves, it 

also causes us to filter out God’s goodness in others. We sift them, letting only their 

faults fall into our perception of them. 

 When I’m sitting in a sermon or studying a passage, it’s pride that prompts the 

terrible temptation to skip the Spirit’s surgery on my own heart and instead draft a 

mental blog post or plan a potential conversation for the people who “really need to 

hear this.”  

 Edwards writes, “The spiritually proud person shows it in his finding fault with 

other saints. . . . The eminently humble Christian has so much to do at home and 

sees so much evil in his own that he is not apt to be very busy with other hearts.” 

 
2. A Harsh Spirit Those who have the sickness of pride in their hearts speak of 

others’ sins with contempt, irritation, frustration, or judgment. Pride is crouching 

inside our belittling of the struggles of others. It’s cowering in our jokes about the 

‘craziness’ of our spouse. It may even be lurking in the prayers we throw upward 

for our friends that are—subtly or not—tainted with exasperated irritation.  

 Again Edwards writes, “Christians who are but fellow-worms ought at least to 

treat one another with as much humility and gentleness as Christ treats them.” 

 
3. Superficiality When pride lives in our hearts, we’re far more concerned with 

others’ perceptions of us than the reality of our hearts. We fight the sins that have 

an impact on how others view us, and make peace with the ones that no one sees. 

We have great success in the areas of holiness that have highly visible accountabil-

ity, but little concern for the disciplines that happen in secret. 

 
4. Defensiveness Those who stand in the strength of Christ’s righteousness alone 

find a confident hiding place from the attacks of men and Satan alike. True humili-

ty is not knocked off balance and thrown into a defensive posture by challenge or 
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rebuke, but instead continues in doing good, entrusting the soul to our faithful Cre-

ator.  

 Edwards says, “For the humble Christian, the more the world is against him, the 

more silent and still he will be, unless it is in his prayer closet, and there he will not 

be still.” 

 
5. Presumption Before God Humility approaches God with humble assurance in 

Christ Jesus. If either the “humble” or the “assurance” are missing in that equation, 

our hearts very well might be infected with pride. Some of us have no shortage of 

boldness before God, but if we’re not careful, we can forget that he is God. 

 Edwards writes, “Some, in their great rejoicing before God, have not paid suffi-

cient regard to that rule in Psalm 2:11—‘Worship the Lord with reverence, and re-

joice with trembling.’” 

 Others of us feel no confidence before God. Which sounds like humility, but in 

reality it’s another symptom of pride. In those moments, we’re testifying that we 

believe our sins are greater than his grace. We doubt the power of Christ’s blood 

and we’re stuck staring at ourselves instead of Christ. 

 
6. Desperation for Attention Pride is hungry for attention, respect, and worship 

in all its forms.  

 Maybe it sounds like shameless boasting about ourselves. Maybe it’s being unable 

to say “no” to anyone because we need to be needed. Maybe it looks like obsessive-

ly thirsting for marriage—or fantasizing about a better marriage—because you’re 

hungry to be adored. Maybe it looks like being haunted by your desire for the right 

car or the right house or the right title at work: all because you seek the glory that 

comes from men, not God. 

 
7. Neglecting Others Pride prefers some people over others. It honors those who 

the world deems worthy of honor, giving more weight to their words, their wants, 

and their needs. There’s a thrill that goes through me when people with “power” 

acknowledge me. We consciously or unconsciously pass over the weak, the incon-

venient, and the unattractive, because they don’t seem to offer us much. 

 Maybe more of us struggle with pride than we thought. 

 There’s good news for the prideful. Confession of pride signals the beginning of the 

end for pride. It indicates the war is already being waged. For only when the Spirit 

of God is moving, already humbling us, can we remove the lenses of pride from our 

eyes and see ourselves clearly, identifying the sickness and seeking the cure. 

 By God’s grace, we can turn once again to the glorious gospel in which we stand 

and make much of him even through identifying our pride in all its hiding places 

inside of us. Just as my concealed pride once moved me toward death, so the 

acknowledgement of my own pride moves me toward life by causing me to cling 

more fiercely to the righteousness of Christ.  

 
Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there be 

any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! (Psalm 139:23–24)  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

John & Gail Conner 

Avant Ministries - Tulsa, Oklahoma 

 “BE RECONCILED TO GOD!” 2 Cor.5:20c  July, 2022 

 

 This is the message by which each is personally saved 

and with which we serve God by being His messengers! 

The Greek phrase used more literally translated says, 

“Let yourselves be reconciled to God!”. The context (2 

Cor.5:14-21) explains this by first declaring the fact that 

God Himself has reconciled Himself to us sinners 

through Christ (2 Cor.5:18a, 19a). He, secondly, also 

acted to communicate this message as He 

gave/entrusted this message to messengers to speak in 

His behalf to others (2 Cor.5:18b, 19c, 20a,b). And 

thirdly, by phrases inserted, God shows the basis by 

which He reconciled Himself to the world through 

Christ (2 Cor.5;14-15, 19b, 21). So, “Let yourselves be 

reconciled by God!” Receive what He has done!  

 This basis of reconciliation is God making the sinless 

Christ to be sin on the cross instead of us. God can thus justly NOT account our 

sins, nor reckon our trespasses against us; thus, He justly can make us stand forgiv-

en and righteous, in good relationship with Him. But also, He then gave, entrusted, 

and named us as His servants, ministers, ambassadors and co-laborers of this great 

news of His reconciliation. And now He actually uses us His people to be His 

voice, announcing this good news to others!  

 This is God’s mission, and as believers we are all privileged to be His co-laborers 

in that which HE is doing!  

 Our privilege is to serve this ministry of reconciliation through various venues. 

Our local Hispanic church is the larger portion of our ministry. We have been 

teaching this 2 Corinthians passage on New Covenant Ministry in recent weeks in 

Sunday School. On Wednesdays John guides discussion of a video course on Basic 

Christian Doctrines. Please pray that these times will be effective in developing 

leaders. Both the Hispanic pastor and I are part of the older generation and are 

looking to the Lord to raise up His new leaders for the future. Please pray for 

God’s blessings as our Pastor Emilio again travels to Rio Verde in Mexico to lead 

VBS sessions, to evangelize and to encourage local pastors. Secondly, I continue 

mentoring future missionaries via internet with Hispanics like Jhohan who is in 

seminary. And just this summer he did an internship in India. Please ask the Lord 

to clearly guide Jhohan in His calling to the place of service. He has one more year 

in seminary and then looks to go with Avant to serve the Lord as a missionary.  

 And of course, our other venue as servants of God’s reconciliation is through the 

relationship with neighbors, family, and friends in our daily living. Here especially 
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Nursery September 25 
Babies: 

Jay & Lisa Rowe 
Toddlers: 

Logan & Stacy Kelly 
Preschoolers: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 

 
 

Nursery October 2 
Babies: 

Carolyn Blanton, Cindy Wise, 

Sonja Clements 
Toddlers: 

Jan DeLoach, Rebekah Helmick 
Preschoolers: 

Avalon DeLoach, Amy Keller 

Bible Reading Schedule  

September 2022 

   

  1   Ezekiel 18-19 

  2   Ezekiel 20-21 

  3   Ezekiel 22-23 

  4   Ezekiel 24-27 

  5   Ezekiel 28-31 

  6   Ezekiel 32-34 

  7   Ezekiel 35-37 

  8   Ezekiel 38-39 

  9   Ezekiel 40-41 

  10 Ezekiel 42-43 

  11 Ezekiel 44-45 

  12 Ezekiel 46-48 

  13 Joel 

  14 Daniel 1-3 

  15 Daniel 4-6 

  16 Daniel 7-9 

  17 Daniel 10-12 

  18 Ezra 1-3 

  19 Ezra 4-6; Psalms 137 

  20 Haggai 

  21 Zechariah 1-7 

  22 Zechariah 8-14 

  23 Esther 1-5 

  24 Esther 6-10 

  25 Ezra 7-10 

  26 Nehemiah 1-5 

  27 Nehemiah 6-7 

  28 Nehemiah 8-10 

  29 Nehemiah 11-13; Psalms 126 

  30 Malachi 

Gail seeks your prayers as she prepares 

to return to teaching in August minister-

ing to special learning disabled students 

for grades K through five. Please also 

pray for a ‘good fit’ of a new principal 

for her elementary school as the prior 

one just transferred to another school.  

 Family news: We thank the Lord for 

the safe arrival of Mae Belle Sparks 

(grandchild 13)! Caroline and Chad wel-

comed her about one month early, but 

Mom and baby are doing very well! We 

also rejoice that this summer we will be 

able to see all but one of our children – 

we are grateful! We also are looking for-

ward to the wedding this November for 

Katie. Please ask the Lord to guide all 

our children and grandchildren into an 

ever-growing love for Him!  

 We are always humbled and grateful 

for the blessing of such long-term friends, 

prayer support, and donors which all of 

you are. Our Lord’s generosity through 

you all has always astounded us and 

moves us to thanksgiving to Him for you 

all!  

 

Yours – For Jesus’ sake,  

 

John and Gail  
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any of the 

pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating your desire to 

talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for September: Michael Kleinpeter, Napoleon Martin 

Lockup Deacons for October: Cole Morris, Jim Schraeder 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice 6:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 

Supper: Country Fried Steak 5:30 p.m. 

Adventure Club (in gym) 6:20 p.m. 

Youth (in Fellowship Hall) 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study (in Sanctuary) 6:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:15 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Genesis”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Posner 
“Psalms” Fellowship Hall:  Tom Keller 

“Christian Apologetics” Gym Overhang:  Bob Dimmitt 
  

 

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers Room 25:  Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 
   Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 

PreK Room 24 Eleanor Bowden and Linnea Posner 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 200:  John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


