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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

This is launch week for the new Women’s Bible study of the book The Gospel Comes with 

a Housekey by Rosaria Butterfield. The Tuesday night group meets at 6:30 p.m. and is 

led by Emily Wise. The Thursday night group meets at 6:15 p.m. and is led by Jessica 

Dimmitt. Contact either of these women today if you are interested in joining! 
 

Men’s Bible Study 

In case you didn’t know, there is also a Men’s Bible study that meets on Tuesday nights 

at 6:30 p.m. Contact Robert Holland if you would like to join this class! 
 

Joy Class 

The Joy Class for women will begin meeting in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday morn-

ings at 9:00 a.m. beginning this Tuesday, September 13. Bring your current craft project 

and join them, or just come for the fellowship. 
 

Deacons’ Meeting 

Tuesday, September 13, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday Night 

This Wednesday, September 14, our Baked Pork Chop meal begins at 5:30 p.m. (Note 

earlier time!) Be sure to sign up in the hall! Youth and Adventure Club is from 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m. Please vacate the Fellowship Hall and Gym by 6:30 if you are not working in 
either of those ministries. Bible study is in the Sanctuary from 7:00  to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

Thursday, September 15, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

After Church Fellowship 

Next Sunday night, after our 6:00 p.m. Evening Worship service, we will have an After 

Church Fellowship! Join us and bring your favorite finger foods and snacks to share! 
 

Senior Saints’ Tour & Lunch Trip 

On Tuesday, September 20, the Senior Saints will tour Bonaventure Cemetery and then 

have lunch at Groucho’s Deli. The tour costs $18 and lunch will be around $15. Sign up 
in the hallway, and meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. to be ready for a 10:15 departure. 
 

September 11 ,  2022 

FABC Elders 

More announcements on p. 4 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
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September 11, 2022 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 103:1-5 
Pew Bible p. 502 

 

Hymn #13, bulletin p. 5 
“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Bob Dimmitt 
Colossians 1:12-14 

Pew Bible p. 983 
 

Hymn #222, bulletin p. 6 
“There Is a Fountain” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 56 
Howard Ernst 

Pew Bible p. 476 
 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 7-9 
“Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
Spiritual Warfare, Part 4 

2 Corinthians 10:3-6, Pew Bible p. 969 

2 Corinthians #44 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A.M. Notes 

Spiritual Warfare Part 4 
2 Corinthians #44 

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 
 

 

Exodus 20:4-5 & Exodus 34:6-7 

 

 

Exodus 20:4-6 

 

What is the iniquity of the fathers in verse 5?  

 

 

 

If you are going to say that 3rd and 4th generations of believers are cursed due 

 

 

 

Note that there are no demons or evil spirits mentioned 

 

 

 

The Bible makes it clear that when it comes to punishment for sin 

 

 

 

Other problems with this teaching to note: 

 

1. This teaching denies the _______________________________________________                                                  

 

 

Col 1:12-14 & Acts 26:15-18 

 

 

 

 

2. Search the scriptures and you will find 

 

 

2 Corinthians 3:4-5; 3:17-18; 4:1-6 
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Continued from p. 1 

September: 
18 After Church Fellowship after Evening Worship 7:00 p.m. 

20 Senior Adult trip to Bonaventure and Lunch 10:00 a.m. 

24 Women’s Retreat at Wesley Gardens 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

October: 
16 Quarterly Congregational Meeting 

26 Fall Festival 

November: 
6 HOMECOMING! 

11 Women’s Fall Fellowship 

27 Cookies, Cocoa, Coffee, & Carols 

29-12/1  Senior Saints’ Christmas Trip 

December: 
7 Christmas Banquet 7:00 p.m. 

24 Christmas Eve Service 5:00 p.m. 

31 New Year’s Eve Cookoff 6:00 p.m. 

 

Women of Light Retreat 

Ladies, sign up for the Women of Light retreat on Saturday, September 24, from 9:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Wesley Gardens Retreat Center. There will be Bible study in small 
group, worship music, catered lunch, and lots of fun and fellowship. Our own Leasa 
Brown will be our speaker. The theme is “Fill Your Cup” and is all about asking God 

to fill us with his love, joy, and peace in the midst of our crazy busy lives as women. 
Tickets are $10, so get one from the office or from Amy Keller. Sign up in the hall! 
 

Senior Saints’ Trip 

From November 29 through December 1, the Senior Saints will travel to North Caroli-

na to visit the Billy Graham Library, a Christmas Dinner Theatre, and Biltmore Estates. 

The cost will be no more than $300 per person. Sign up in the hall! 
 

Sound Board Operators Needed! 

Are you interested in working our sound board? We need more folks, men or women, 
who would be willing to run our sound system on Sunday mornings! You will be 
trained, and it’s not super difficult. Please talk to John Earl Blanton if you can serve in 

this area. 
 

Collection Boxes for Offerings 

We are now using the collection boxes in the foyer and on the front table for the collec-
tion of tithes and offerings. Giving envelopes are located next to the boxes. Thank you 

so much for your faithfulness and generosity in giving.  



 5 



6  



 7 



8  



 9 



10  

Articles 
Prayer in the Facebook Age (edited by Bob Dimmitt) 
 

 It is easy to overlook those moments in the Gospels when Jesus withdraws from 

others. They come across as pauses, a rest between miracles, parables, and edifying 

encounters such as that with the rich young man. The work of Jesus’s ministry 

takes place amid others, and the exchanges can be taxing, as when the Canaanite 

woman asks his help and he replies that his bread is not for dogs. “And she said, 

Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table” (Matt. 

15:26–27), and Jesus relents. The souls he helps and tangles with make him weep 

and roar; he denounces, mourns, blesses, and heals. Disengagement allows for calm 

and quiet. Especially in Luke 4:42, his solitude marks a retreat from the madding 

crowd: “And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert place: and the people 

sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he should not depart from them.” 

Here and elsewhere, the people press, and beseech, and Jesus needs a respite. 

 But, of course, the isolation has a positive content. It’s not about getting away 

from others but about going toward something else. Jesus isn’t alone. He’s with the 

Father. Prayer can happen in company. But there must be times when a soul peti-

tions the Father in solitude. Jesus’s example shows the periodic necessity of making 

God your only companion. Too often the world draws you away from him, and so 

you must slough off your circumstances and address him by yourself, oriented to-

ward nothing else, no outside distractions or commitments. The first command-

ment is, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with 

all your mind.” Loving your neighbor comes second. 

 We are in danger of losing these replenishing, corrective moments of solitary 

faith. Silence and seclusion are harder to find, and fewer people seek them out.  

 Social media is the culprit. Texting, selfies, updates, chats, snapchats, tweets, 

multiplayer games, blogs, wikis, and email enable people to gossip, boast, rant, 

strategize, self-promote, share, collaborate, inform, emote, and otherwise connect 

with one another anywhere and all the time. The volume is astounding. Earlier this 

year, Facebook boasted 1.23 billion active users, while late last year Twitter’s 200 

million users sent 400 million tweets per day. According to Nielsen Media, a teen 

with a mobile device sends or receives on average around 3,300 text messages per 

month, in addition to logging 650 minutes of phone calls. 

 Those habits, which researchers term “hypersociality,” dominate leisure time. 

The whole range of fallen human motives passes through the tools, but the prime 

one is, precisely, “I want not to be alone.” 

 Some highlight the narcissism and frivolousness; others emphasize the human 

communities social media creates and the revenue it generates for businesses. But 

the titans of social media understand quite well the social need behind it all. In his 

Time magazine profile of Mark Zuckerberg, Man of the Year for 2010, Lev Gross-

man stated the aims of Facebook: 

 “Facebook wants to populate the wilderness, tame the howling mob and turn the 

lonely, antisocial world of random chance into a friendly world, a serendipitous 

world. You’ll be working and living inside a network of people, and you’ll never 

have to be alone again.” 
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 In conversation with Andrew Keen, Biz Stone, cofounder of Twitter, states blunt-

ly, “The future will be social … The social will be the killer app of the twenty-first 

century.” By this way of thinking, isolation is hurtful abandonment, quarantine, a 

denial of support. The astronomical success of their ventures suggests that many, 

many people experience solitude in just that way. When these Silicon Valley mo-

guls explain their creations, they set money, power, and fame below the pledge to 

cure the human condition. They may be insincere, but their dosages of social media 

have proven spectacularly irresistible. 

 Loneliness is everywhere. Watch someone at a bus stop end one phone call and 

promptly dial up another one, and the words you hear have no urgency to them, 

proving that the only need lay in finding someone to talk to. Contact fends off the 

terrible feeling, the unease. I may be only one of Britney Spears’s 37 million follow-

ers, but a short message makes her a part of my life. 

 The sad truth about all this has two parts. One, the friends and connections one 

forms, the attention one gathers through digital tools, fail to meet the spiritual hun-

ger. The universal hope that I-am-not-alone-and-unacknowledged needs stronger 

stuff. This is why the stunning geometrical growth in social media volume has oc-

curred. This and that connection aren’t enough, so you grasp for more of them, 

more “Friends” and “People Talking About This.” A fresh “request” compliments 

you, but only briefly, so you yearn for more, as if a steady sequence of friends’ and 

strangers’ regard will expel your loneliness for good. Maintaining that network 

takes hard work, but the lure of recognition and the pain of forlornness provide 

enough excitement and desperation to keep it going, however vainly. 

 And two, most pitiably, it obscures the surest and permanent source of comfort: 

God. People awash in social media can’t get past the paradox that the best salve for 

loneliness is properly applied alone. They look for answers in added connections, 

and more emotional ones, but God isn’t a closer contact and better friend. He trans-

cends the social, and you must seek him beyond the medium of “share” and “like.” 

In solitary prayer, the secular pleasures dissipate and the successes of social media 

melt into nothingness. You drop your social self. 

 A recent study shows a correlation between internet use and religious disaffilia-

tion. Using data from the General Social Survey, computer scientist A. Downey 

concluded that Internet use accounts for 20% of overall decreases in religious com-

mitment since 1990. The trend matches our assumption that more social media 

means less prayer. People spend fewer minutes alone with God, and, more damag-

ing, they acquire a sensibility less inclined to seek him out. 

 That disposition has hit most strongly among the young, the heaviest users. To 

reverse it, my advice to parents, ministers, and other mentors is not to speak to 

them of God’s greatness and love, nor to assure them, “God is with you always and 

best felt in solitude.” Young people trust most the evidence of their own experience. 

So, give them a spiritual exercise to perform before each session. Tell them that 

before you open the tablet, you must read the Sermon on the Mount, or the book of 

Colossians. When you walk home from school, before you text your friends, recite 

the Lord’s Prayer or perhaps the Nicene Creed. Say the words slowly and mean 

them. It will only take a few minutes. I want your promise.” 

 Prayer, reading, or reciting scripture must become a practice among our children, 

and if we can use the bait of social media to plant it into their daily affairs, then we 

may have faith that the call of God will, sometimes, entice them more than the 

news of their friends.  
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Welcome to Exile. It’s Going to Be OK. 
God’s kingdom is unsmashable, and it has an embassy in your neighborhood that we 

call the church. 

Written by Alistair Begg  

 

 Christians are increasingly going to be seen as different, and not in a good way. 

We are increasingly going to have to choose between obedience and comfort. The 

next decades will not bring apathy to the gospel, but antagonism. And that’s OK. 

After all, that has been the reality for most of God’s people through most of histo-

ry. In this sense, as we move ahead in time, we’re going back—back to the world 

of the first-century church, and back even further to the Babylon of the exiles. And 

so we have many lessons from early Christians, and from men like Daniel and his 

friends. 

 
Statue vs. Rock 

 When we think of drawing inspiration for a post-Christian world from the book 

of Daniel, our minds perhaps instinctively turn to the fiery furnace or the writing 

on the wall or the lions’ den. But even before any of those events, there’s rich truth 

for our times in the dream that God gives the pagan king Nebuchadnezzar, and 

enables his godly servant Daniel to interpret—for here is a lesson about what the 

church is, and what the great empires and nations of the world are. 

 Here is, as Daniel explains it to the king, the content of the dream: 

 
You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding bright-

ness, stood before you, and its appearance was frightening. The head of this image was of 

fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet 

partly of iron and partly of clay. As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, 

and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, 

the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became 

like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not 

a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a great moun-

tain and filled the whole earth. (Dan. 2:31–35) 

 

 The statue represents the great empires of the ancient world, with Nebuchadnez-

zar’s as the head. And all—all—are superseded by, and brought to nothing by, a 

small rock. The meaning? “The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be 

destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people” (Dan. 2:44). 

 Here is the main and the plain thing: human history is under the control of God, 

and he has a purpose that will be achieved. The message of the dream was for the 

young exile as much as for the apparently all-powerful king. God would replace 

every kingdom and bring into being his everlasting kingdom. And that is what he 

did when he sent his Son, who announced that “the kingdom of God is at 

hand” (Mark 1:15). Jesus was (and still is) the rock that God fashioned out of noth-

ing. Here was the everlasting kingdom of God. And it appeared that the Roman 

statue had smashed the rock by nailing him to a cross, and yet it was not possible 

even for death to keep hold of this king (Acts 2:24).  
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 Even then, at the turn of the first century it must have seemed impossible that the 

Roman Empire would ever fade and perish—yet fade and perish it did, even as the 

kingdom of King Jesus grew throughout the Roman Empire and beyond. The rock 

smashed the statue, and the rock became a mountain that filled the entire earth.  

 What a comforting message for the young, exiled Daniel. What a confidence-

building truth for us, too: God is God, he is in control, and his kingdom has no ri-

vals. 

 
His Kingdom Knows No Rivals 

 We have seen more than Daniel could. We know the name of the rock; we can 

look back in history and around in our world and see how the rock became a moun-

tain. Yet we find ourselves complaining about everything, looking back to the good 

old days and worrying that the church cannot survive the empire of an aggressively 

secular post-Christendom. Too much of the public face of evangelicalism is charac-

terized by angry venting or panicking—rather than prayerful, humble, calm, and 

confident belief in a sovereign God who is in control of things. 

 How will we handle the onset of persecution? How will we handle the loss of our 

jobs on account of our Christian faith? How will we handle the closing of public 

worship? Will we give up, or grow defeatist or angry? Not if we remember that God 

is God, that he is in control, and that his kingdom ultimately knows no rivals. 

 In the 1920s, Lord Reith helped to establish the British Broadcasting Corporation 

and served as its first director-general. He was a somewhat severe man from the 

highlands of Scotland. As the BBC began to be carried along by the tide of secular-

ism that swept through Britain in the 1960s, a young producer stood up in a meet-

ing and said to Lord Reith that the world was changing, and that the BBC did not 

need to continue with its religious programming. People were no longer interested 

in religion, he said, and the church was becoming increasingly obsolete. 

 Lord Reith, who was 6'6", told this young man to take his seat. Then he stood up 

and said: “The church will stand at the grave of the BBC.” 

 And you know what? It will. It will still stand when the BBC—and CNN and Fox 

as well—dwindle and die. God’s kingdom will stand when every organization and 

institution and empire meets its end. 

 
Give Yourself to the Church 

 Your church may seem small. As you drive to meet with the household of God 

on a Sunday, you may pass hundreds of houses whose inhabitants give no thought 

to what you are doing, except politely (or not so politely) to deride it. It may feel 

little. But God’s kingdom is unsmashable, and it has an embassy in your neighbor-

hood that we call the church. Don’t be discouraged as you meet; don’t be distraught 

over dwindling numbers or a more and more hostile media. Instead, commit to it. 

 Serve your church family. Give yourself to it. Because when the Lord builds his 

church (either in number or in maturity) through our labors, gifts, and giving, we 

are being used to build the only kingdom that will last forever. There is nothing 

coming next. So, give your best to this kingdom. It may feel small, but it is never in 

vain, for this kingdom is eternal, and it is God’s. So we do not panic and we do not 

vent, and we enjoy a deep confidence even as the tides seem to run against our 

faith. God is God, he is in control, and his kingdom—his church—ultimately 

knows no rivals.  



14  

 Missionary of the Week 
 

Jim & Karan Romaine 

CPI - Queens, New York 

How Was Your Summer? 

Thanks for asking. We saw all six of our grandchildren. We spent a lot of time at 

the beach digging holes and filling them in again. We went on rides at the amuse-

ment parks and played mini golf on the boardwalk. And we celebrated our 55th 

wedding anniversary in August.  

We met 8 Turkish students and one 

Uzbek student working on the board-

walk. Question, “What do you miss 

most from Turkey?” Answer: (Always 

the same) First, my family. Second, 

the food. So, when we tell them we 

have Turkish food and invite them to 

visit they light up immediately. Then 

they find out we only live one block 

from their hotel. Wow, jackpot! 

 

 

 

 

 

Turkish Friends from New York 

A Small Turkish Breakfast 

Olives, white cheese, eggs, yellow 

cheese, tomatoes, green peppers, 

fruit, bread, Sesame bread rings, tea, 

and lots of laughter 

Pull up a chair. There is always room for one 

more at a Turkish table! 
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Nursery September 11 
Babies: 

Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover, 
Lynn Ernst 
Toddlers: 

Michael & Karrie Walker 
Preschoolers: 

Andrea Turner, Barbara Mason 

 
 

Nursery September 18 
Babies: 

Mary Fowler, Kay Stanford, 
Eleanor Bowden 

Toddlers: 

 
Preschoolers: 

Ashley Leoni, Elinor Morris 

Bible Reading Schedule  

September 2022 

   

  1   Ezekiel 18-19 

  2   Ezekiel 20-21 

  3   Ezekiel 22-23 

  4   Ezekiel 24-27 

  5   Ezekiel 28-31 

  6   Ezekiel 32-34 

  7   Ezekiel 35-37 

  8   Ezekiel 38-39 

  9   Ezekiel 40-41 

  10 Ezekiel 42-43 

  11 Ezekiel 44-45 

  12 Ezekiel 46-48 

  13 Joel 

  14 Daniel 1-3 

  15 Daniel 4-6 

  16 Daniel 7-9 

  17 Daniel 10-12 

  18 Ezra 1-3 

  19 Ezra 4-6; Psalms 137 

  20 Haggai 

  21 Zechariah 1-7 

  22 Zechariah 8-14 

  23 Esther 1-5 

  24 Esther 6-10 

  25 Ezra 7-10 

  26 Nehemiah 1-5 

  27 Nehemiah 6-7 

  28 Nehemiah 8-10 

  29 Nehemiah 11-13; Psalms 126 

  30 Malachi 

Prayer requests: 

1. More opportunities to spend time with 

our Turkish friends. 

2. At the end of September I will be go-

ing to Uganda again to train pastors in 

several cities and villages. 

3. Pray for Kartik, our Indian pastor, 

they have experienced extreme flooding. 

I hope to go to India again at the end of 

January for another pastor’s conference. 

4. Pray for our continued financial sup-

port. It is only as the Lord provides 

through folks like you that we can make 

these trips and support these pastors. 

Thank you for all that you do to help us. 

 

With a cup of tea, 

Jim & Karan 
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any of the 

pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating your desire to 

talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for September: Michael Kleinpeter, Napoleon Martin 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 

Tuesday 

Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 

Supper: Baked Pork Chop 5:30 p.m. 

Youth & Adventure Club 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Bible Study 6:15 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Genesis”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Posner 
“Psalms” Fellowship Hall:  Tom Keller 

“Christian Apologetics” Gym Overhang:  Bob Dimmitt 
  

 

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers Room 25:  Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 
   Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 

PreK Room 24 Eleanor Bowden and Linnea Posner 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 200:  John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


