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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Collection Boxes for Offerings 

We are now using the collection boxes in the foyer and on the front table for the collec-
tion of tithes and offerings. Giving envelopes are located next to the boxes. Thank you 
so much for your faithfulness and generosity in giving.  
 

Evening Worship Tonight! 

Join us tonight at 6:00 p.m. for Evening Worship in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Office Closed 

The church office will be closed Monday, September 5, for Labor Day. 
 

Elders’ Meeting 

The Elders will meet on Tuesday, September 6. If you received an email from them, 

please respond if you have any specific prayer items. 
 

Wednesday Night 

This Wednesday, September 7, our Sloppy Joe meal begins at 5:30 p.m. (Note earlier 

time!) Be sure to sign up in the hall! Youth and Adventure Club is from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. Please vacate the Fellowship Hall and Gym by 6:30 if you are not working in ei-
ther of those ministries. Bible study is in the Sanctuary from 7:00  to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

Thursday, September 8, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

After the current D-Group study for women is over, they will transition out of D-group, 

and begin a study of the book The Gospel Comes with a Housekey by Rosaria Butterfield. 

The format will remain similar, with the prayer partners and scripture passage memori-

zation. Launch week for the new study is September 11. The Tuesday night group 

meets at 6:30 p.m. and is led by Emily Wise. The Thursday night group will meet at 
6:15 p.m. and is led by Jessica Dimmitt. Contact either of these women if you are inter-

ested in joining! 
 

Joy Class 

The Joy Class for women will begin meeting in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday morn-

ings at 9:00 a.m. beginning Tuesday, September 13. Bring your current craft project and 

join them, or just come for the fellowship. 
 

September 4 ,  2022 

FABC Elders 

More announcements on p. 4 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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September 4, 2022 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 99:1-3 
Pew Bible p. 500 

 

Hymn #70, bulletin p. 5 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Steve Jackson 
Psalm 130:3-4 

Pew Bible p. 518 
 

Hymn #323, bulletin p. 6 
“More Love to Thee” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 55 
Robert Holland 
Pew Bible pp. 475-476 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 7 
“For All the Saints” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
Spiritual Warfare, Part 3 

2 Corinthians 10:3-6, Pew Bible p. 969 

2 Corinthians #43 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A.M. Notes 

Spiritual Warfare, Part 3 
2 Corinthians #43 

2 Corinthians 10:3-6  
 

We have talked about the importance of fighting the flesh and Paul’s use of the 

term warfare. 

Paul makes it clear that he is not walking or living in the flesh. 

That he is not waging war in the flesh and that the weapons are not of the flesh  

We have a responsibility to evaluate our thinking and behavior in light of Scripture 

and seek to conform our lives to God’s Word.  

 

 

Praying a hedge of thorns or a hedge of protection: the idea is to erect a spiritual 

hedge around a person, place, or thing in order to prohibit satanic influence or at-

tack.  

 

 

Many teach that - The Bible’s hedge of protection is an impenetrable force lined 

with long stakes, razor sharp thorns and heavy spears. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hosea 2:6  

 

 

 

 

The idea is that upon experiencing the misery brought about by spiritual adultery 

they would conclude that they should go back to her first husband (God).  

 

 

 

 

Job 1:10  

 

It is God’s will to protect them, to protect His people. How? He does it through 

truth. When we embrace the truth, understand the truth, live the truth, and appro-

priate the truth.  

 

 

 

 

Psalm 121:7-8 
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Continued from p. 1 

September: 
5 Office Closed for Labor Day 

7 Adventure Club begins 6:30 p.m. 

18 After Church Fellowship after Evening Worship 7:00 p.m. 

20 Senior Adult trip to Bonaventure and Lunch 10:00 a.m. 

24 Women’s Retreat at Wesley Gardens 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

October: 
16 Quarterly Congregational Meeting 

26 Fall Festival 
 

November: 
6 HOMECOMING! 

11 Women’s Fall Fellowship 

27 Cookies, Cocoa, Coffee, & Carols 

29-12/1  Senior Saints’ Christmas Trip 
 

December: 
7 Christmas Banquet 7:00 p.m. 

24 Christmas Eve Service 5:00 p.m. 

31 New Year’s Eve Cookoff 6:00 p.m. 

Deacons’ Meeting 

Tuesday, September 13, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Senior Saints’ Tour & Lunch Trip 

On Tuesday, September 20, the Senior Saints will tour Bonaventure Cemetery and then 

have lunch at Groucho’s Deli. The tour costs $18 and lunch will be around $15. Sign up 
in the hallway, and meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. to be ready for a 10:15 departure. 
 

Women of Light Retreat 

Ladies, sign up for the Women of Light retreat on Saturday, September 24, from 9:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Wesley Gardens Retreat Center. There will be Bible study in small 

group, worship music, catered lunch, and lots of fun and fellowship. Our own Leasa 
Brown will be our speaker. The theme is “Fill Your Cup” and is all about asking God 

to fill us with his love, joy, and peace in the midst of our crazy busy lives as women. 
Tickets are $10, so get one from the office or from Amy Keller. Sign up in the hall! 
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Senior Saints’ Trip 

From November 29 through December 1, the Senior Saints will travel to North Caroli-

na to visit the Billy Graham Library, a Christmas Dinner Theatre, and Biltmore Estates. 

The cost will be no more than $300 per person. Sign up in the hall! 
 

Sound Board Operators Needed! 

Are you interested in working our sound board? We need more folks, men or women, 
who would be willing to run our sound system on Sunday mornings! You will be 

trained, and it’s not super difficult. Please talk to John Earl Blanton if you can serve in 
this area. 



6  

T hrough the disciplined lifestyle of prayer, Jesus admitted the  weakness of his—

and thus our—humanity. If the Son of God needed to pray, how much more 

do we need to wait upon God.  
Dr. Paul Tautges 

D 
eclaration of truth: If I had the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job, the 

meekness of Moses, the strength of Samson, the obedience of Abraham, the 

compassion of Joseph, the tears of Jeremiah, the prophetic voice of Elijah, 

the courage of Daniel, the greatness of John the Baptist, the endurance and love of 

Paul, I would still need redemption through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of sin. 
E. Draper 

I f Christianity is true, then God exists, we owe him our obedience, we will face 

his judgment at death, and we have no hope for salvation apart from Jesus 

Christ. Yet it is not at all uncommon to hear people say, “Christianity might be true 

or it might not be, but it doesn’t really matter to me.” This stance is irrational.  
Neil Shenvi 
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Articles 
Preparing Our Children for Babylon 
by Jon Mark Olesky 

 
 “I don’t want to bring kids into this evil culture” is something I have heard more than 

once. Well-meaning Christians have long questioned the wisdom of bringing children 
into a fallen world. And while this hesitation might seem prudent, God doesn’t hesitate 

to command husband and wife, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” (Gen. 1:28; 

9:1). The earth is no longer a utopian Eden but a post-Eden wilderness, what the NT 
calls Babylon (1 Peter 5:13–14; Rev. 17:5). This Babylonian context isn’t foreign to chil-
dren raised in covenant homes. The historical nation of Babylon was where the Jewish 

exiles were sent. Of those exiles, most notable were four Jewish “youths … Daniel, Hana-

niah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah,” otherwise known by their Babylonian 

names: Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego (Dan. 1:1–7). 
 From these four youths, we find an unexpected parenting lesson: a lesson made more 

significant since these “youths” arrived in Babylon not as boys, but in their late teens or 

early twenties. In any, the text explicitly says they were “youths without blemish, of good 
appearance and skillful in all wisdom, and endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and 

competent to stand in the king’s palace” (Dan. 1:4). 

 The point is this, when these four Jewish youth entered Babylon, they entered 
equipped with a rigorous Hebrew education and biblical worldview that enabled them 

to take their stand against the secular ideologies of Babylonian paganism (Dan. 1:8–21; 
3:8–30; 6). Babylon, then as now, is not neutral; it seeks to indoctrinate. These young 
exiles were ordered to “defile” themselves but “resolved” to abstain (Dan.1:8–21). 

When threatened with a fiery furnace for not bowing to idols, they refused to turn from 
Yahweh (Dan. 3:8–30). When commanded not to pray or else die in the lions’ jaws, 
they opened the curtains and kept praying (Dan. 6). Our children may never face these 

state-enforced punishments, but we would be naive not to expect modern versions to 
appear. Many concerned parents want to know what’s needed to prepare our children, 

and while it is tempting to want a few easy parenting tips that require little effort, moral 
resolve to stand in Babylon is not created that way. Scripture is clear (for Israel’s young 
exiles and ours) that preparing for Babylon requires a certain teaching in a certain context. 

 The context of preparation for Babylonian exile is significant. Providentially, these 

four youths entered Babylon in 605 BC, having been exiled from Judah after the reforms 

of King Josiah. These young men were not trained under the long list of apostate kings 
of Israel “who did what was evil in the sight of the Lord” (2 Kings 8–17) but under Josiah, 

who arguably surpassed David in kingly righteousness since he had no public scandals 

(2 Sam. 11), as Scripture states: “Before [Josiah] there was no king like him, who turned to the 
Lord with all his heart … according to all the Law of Moses, nor did any like him arise after 

him” (2 Kings 23:25). Only time would reveal the massive impact Josiah and his reforms 

would have on the lives of these four Jewish exiles directly and indirectly by way of 
their parents who were with them. They were raised going up “to the house of the Lord … 

with all the people, both small and great” to hear Josiah “read in their hearing all the words of 

the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the house of the Lord” (2 Kings 23:2). As 

young boys, they would have watched the twenty-six-year-old king make “a covenant 

before the Lord” to obey God’s Word and have “all the people joined in the covenant” (2 

Kings 23:3). There was no dead orthodoxy in their view of religion but only theological 
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seriousness. What was read from Scripture was immediately obeyed (2 Chron. 34:30–
33). Especially notable was King Josiah’s zeal to remove idolatry and syncretism in Isra-

el (2 Kings 23), no doubt influencing those bold words later spoken by these youths to 

the king of Babylon: “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery fur-
nace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that 

we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up” (Dan. 3:16–18). 

What believing parent wouldn’t be proud if their young adult displayed such steadfast 

and unyielding faith? Without doubt, their faithfulness to Yahweh was evidence of 
God’s grace working through their covenant community before entering Babylon. 

 Preparedness to enter Babylon never happens accidently. Scripture commands explic-
itly, “You shall teach them diligently” (Deut. 6:7) and “bring them up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). While parents must “discipline” (Prov. 13:24) and play 

defense, there’s also a strong offensive aspect to parenting. The psalmist calls covenant 
children (the children of believers) “arrows in the hand of a warrior” (Ps. 127:4), and wise 

parents sharpen arrows to be shot out into a hostile culture. Man-centered parenting 

philosophies never strategize like this. Christian parents are either preparing children for 
war in Babylon or preparing for surrender to it. However, “the weapons of our warfare are 
not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty 

opinion raised against the knowledge of God” (2 Cor. 10:3–5). The war our children must 

learn to fight is a war for truth. These four young Hebrews entered Babylon “skillful in all 

wisdom, and endowed with knowledge, understanding learning” (Dan 1:4). 

 The teaching needed is what is most often called “wisdom” (from the Hebrew word 

hokmah). Many compromises will occur in Babylon without this wisdom. In the cove-

nantal framework of Proverbs, wisdom means skill in godly living. In Proverbs, that 

often-neglected parenting book, the “father” repeatedly calls his “son” to “find wis-
dom” (Prov. 3:13) because children aren’t born possessing it; rather, “Folly is bound up in 

the heart of a child” (and yes, “the rod of discipline” is needed to remove it; 22:15). No, a 

foolish teenager doesn’t just “grow out of it”; wisdom must be given and received. Our 
children’s lives depend on it. “The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, that one may turn 

away from the snares of death” (Prov. 13:14). It’s the way a young man avoids “the forbid-

den woman”, for “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 9:10). Moreover, 

since these youths had wisdom when entering Babylon (Dan. 1:4), they were able to 
acquire more. “He gives wisdom to the wise” (Dan. 2:21). A wisdom that humbly admits 

“not because of any wisdom that I have more than all the living” (Dan. 2:30) is true wisdom. 

There is no greater aim to have as parents than to give wisdom to our children, especial-
ly when we realize that Christ is the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24, 30)—the “manifold 

wisdom of God … made known … through the church” (Eph. 3:10). What higher calling can 

we have as parents than to prepare exiles for Babylon (1 Peter 5:13)? 

 Parenting isn’t finally about us or our children; it’s about God’s glory. In God’s wis-

dom, He used four Jewish exiles to make an international missionary of Babylon’s King 
Nebuchadnezzar, who declared “to all peoples, nations, and languages” that “[God’s] king-

dom is an everlasting kingdom” (Dan. 4:1, 3). He even personally professed to Babylon, “I 

blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever” (Dan. 4:34). God used 

a few God-fearing exiles from Judah to make His glory known to the Persian King Dari-

us, such that “King Darius wrote to all the peoples, and nations, and languages … I make a 
decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for 

he is the living God, enduring forever” (Dan. 6:25–26). We should not underestimate what 

God will do with wise children equipped with a biblical worldview in a covenant 

context. And we should not fear bringing them into the world, for God’s aim and 

desire is to use them to get glory for Himself in Babylon.  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

David & Natalie Holsten 

MAF - Nampa, Idaho 

An MAF writer visits remote       

villages by airplane and boat, and 

gains a renewed appreciation for 

the ministry.  
By Natalie Holsten 

 This summer I had the opportunity to re-
turn to Kalimantan, Indonesia, where my 

husband David and I, along with our four 

kids, spent a decade serving with MAF. 
After having lived in the U.S. again for four 

years, going back to the place that still felt 
like home in many ways was such a gift. My ten days in Kalimantan were jam-packed 
with gathering stories for MAF, connecting with old friends, and eating my weight in 

the sweetest pineapples in the world. 
 During my visit, I made several trips into the interior with MAF pilot Tyler Schmidt. 
Our flights included transporting Bible school teachers and a discipleship team, as well 

as a medevac flight for a young cancer patient. 
 As I watched Tyler go about his tasks, I was reminded of how physically demanding 

the job of MAF pilot can be. All I had to do was sit in the plane and I was exhausted. 
Meanwhile Tyler was flying around weather and landing on short airstrips and dealing 
with passengers and loading, all in a tropical climate where you can sweat buckets just 

sitting in the shade. I’m just amazed at what our MAF pilots do. 
 I was also reminded of how isolated the people interior are. I got to experience that 

isolation firsthand when Tyler took off in the MAF Kodiak, leaving me and MAF vide-
ographer Lem behind with the Hati MAF (heart of MAF) ministry team in the village 
of Long Pujungan. It was a worrying thought that we were utterly cut off from the out-

side world, with no quick or easy way out. 
 To add to that sense of isolation, our group planned to take a two-hour boat ride up-
river to the small village of Long Belaka. I was nervous, as I knew how dangerous river 

travel could be. 
 But I needn’t have worried. We were handed lifejackets that looked brand new 

(“Because we never wear them!” joked our boat driver) and given conical Dayak hats to 
protect us from the sun, and then our very capable boat drivers got us safely through the 
river rapids. 

 As we traveled through the jungle, I had the overwhelming sense of seeing something 
precious, of experiencing something not many outsiders have before, like scenes out of 

a National Geographic documentary. I felt small and in awe of the vastness of the jun-
gle, but also comforted knowing that this far-flung corner of the world is known and 
loved by the Creator God. 

 Arriving in Long Belaka, we were greeted by the head of the school and the pastor, 
who told us about the needs of the local people. 



 11 


 

Nursery September 4 
Babies: 

Carolyn Blanton, Cindy Wise, 
Sonja Clements 

Toddlers: 

Jan DeLoach, Rebekah Helmick 
Preschoolers: 

Avalon DeLoach, Amy Keller 

 
 

Nursery September 11 
Babies: 

Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover, 
Lynn Ernst 
Toddlers: 

Michael & Karrie Walker 
Preschoolers: 

Andrea Turner, Barbara Mason 

Bible Reading Schedule  

September 2022 

   

  1   Ezekiel 18-19 

  2   Ezekiel 20-21 

  3   Ezekiel 22-23 

  4   Ezekiel 24-27 

  5   Ezekiel 28-31 

  6   Ezekiel 32-34 

  7   Ezekiel 35-37 

  8   Ezekiel 38-39 

  9   Ezekiel 40-41 

  10 Ezekiel 42-43 

  11 Ezekiel 44-45 

  12 Ezekiel 46-48 

  13 Joel 

  14 Daniel 1-3 

  15 Daniel 4-6 

  16 Daniel 7-9 

  17 Daniel 10-12 

  18 Ezra 1-3 

  19 Ezra 4-6; Psalms 137 

  20 Haggai 

  21 Zechariah 1-7 

  22 Zechariah 8-14 

  23 Esther 1-5 

  24 Esther 6-10 

  25 Ezra 7-10 

  26 Nehemiah 1-5 

  27 Nehemiah 6-7 

  28 Nehemiah 8-10 

  29 Nehemiah 11-13; Psalms 126 

  30 Malachi 

 They are a traditionally nomadic tribe, 
who sometimes disappear for weeks at a 

time, disrupting their children’s education. 
Their kids marry young. The people often 

don’t grow enough rice to support them-
selves. They hold tightly to animistic be-
liefs. 

 This is why our group visited, so mem-
bers of the Hati MAF team could assess the 
needs and see if there was a way to help the 

people there. 
 When our group arrived back in Long 

Pujungan the next day, I experienced the 
joy of hearing the sweet, sweet sound of an 
approaching Kodiak that was coming to 

pick us up. 
 I imagined what it must feel like to be in 
a desperate situation, needing a medevac, 

and hearing the plane arrive, knowing it 
was going to carry you to better medical 

care. 
 Many people I spoke with in Long Pu-
jungan and other villages had stories about 

how MAF had profoundly impacted them 
in some way, either through a medevac 

flight, or transporting them to school, or 
bringing much-needed supplies. People 
told me their stories with obvious gratitude 

and affection for the ministry of MAF. 
 My trip back to Kalimantan was a sober-
ing reminder that isolation remains, and 

MAF continues to be a much-needed min-
istry in many places around the world. 
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any of the 

pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating your desire to 

talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for August: Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kicklighter 

Lockup Deacons for September: Michael Kleinpeter, Napoleon Martin 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship 
 

Tuesday 

Elders’ Meeting 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s D-Group 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 

Supper: Sloppy Joes 5:30 p.m. 

Youth & Adventure Club 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s D-Group 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Genesis”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Posner 
“Psalms” Fellowship Hall:  Tom Keller 

“Christian Apologetics” Gym Overhang:  Bob Dimmitt 
  

 

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers Room 25:  Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 
   Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 

PreK Room 24 Eleanor Bowden and Linnea Posner 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 200:  John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


